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Devaluation: An Easy Way Out |

by Dr A R Chowdhury

Rq;amddﬂmhmion is a risky strategy and Bangladesh should not pursue it as a response to the currency
crisis in Southeast Asia. We cannot engage in competitive devaluation as it would prove counterproductive.

AKA has been devalued
one more time. The latest
devaluation is the 12th

since the present ?\rernment
took office in July, 1996. Since

mid- 1990 the value of Taka has
been adjusted downwards a
staggerhmnrmc times that
hmuqll:ll: the exch rate
from Tk. 34.85 to Tk 46.15 per
- dollar on buyer's account.

The latest adjustment in the
value of Taka is quite surpris-
ing given the fact that Taka has
been stable against the US dol-
lar. In a recent article in this
page, 1 have written about the
Berl.ls of rep®ated devaluation.

y frequently lowering the
value I:?ar -klngma' the witich lillt
is em on a path.
The negative effect of such a
measure would greatly ou
any positive effect that itﬁll-:l
have. In order to see this, let's
first examine the rationale
given for the recent round of de-
valuation.

Three reasons have been
ﬁven by the Bangladesh Bank.

rst. devaluation would in-
crease our export e , €8~
gﬂy in the garments sector.

nd, it would improve our
foreign exch reserve which
has ndled from its of
US dollar 3.4 billion in April,
1995 to the recent low of US dol-
lar 1.66 billion. Third, devalu-
ation would encourage more
remittances from Bangladeshi
workers working abroad. Lets'
look at these stated reasons in-
dividually.

It is argued that the series of
dramatic devaluations in South
and Southeast Asia will auto-
matically erode the price com-
petitiveness of our exports. In
order to maintain the growth
rate of rts, the argument
E?J:s, adesh has no option

t to devalue as well.

The facts, however, s ta
rather complex picture. Ex-
change rate is only one of the
determinants of export growth.
Devaluations would e ex-
ports more competitive only if
exportable products of compet-
ing nations are homogeneous,
and they contain the same pro-
portion of various factors of
production. But that is not the
case for exports from
Bangladesh and its competitors
in the region. These economies
are diverse in nature. Industries
in Bangladesh are more labour-

Comparative Advantage of Sericulture

There are not man y oppo

intensive than its competitors.
Moreover, its labour costs are
below the average of the :
Regional cu devaluations
should reduce, but not elimi-
nate, the labour-cost differen-
tial enj by Bangladesh.

In the garments indu
where the competition is more
fierce, cm:s::ting countries
with devalued currencies would
be wunable to capture

Banﬁladuh's share in the world
market as such trade is deter-
mined by non-tariff barriers
imposed by the leading im-
E)rtm such as Europe and the
nited States. Garment

are less price-sensitive since
they are subject to Imgort quo-
tas. A substantial change in
market share is thus unlikely.

Now look at the flip side of
this argument. A lower value of
Taka would raise the cost of
production of those industries
who expect to gain the most
from devaluation. They will
have to pay more for imported
raw materials and machineries
on which they are heavily de-
pendent. The higher cost of
these inputs will be felt quicker
than any subsequent rise in ex-
ports. Exporters will also face a
cash flow problem due to the in-
creasing cost of servicing their
US dollar-denominated debts.
On _balance, devaluation by it-
self would hardly have any pos-
itive impact on their balance
sheet. _

Recent trade figures support
my contention. Despite repeated
devaluations since 1990,

adesh's trade balance has
deteriorated. Supporters of de-
valuation have mentioned the
ssibility of a J-curve effect.

e J-curve phenomenon refers
to the short-run decline in net
exports following an exchange
rate depreciation, followed by
an improvement in net rts.
A close look at Bangladesh's net
exports in recent years, inter-
estingly, show the presence of
an inverted J-curve. Following
repeated devaluations after
1990, our trade balance im-

roved temporarily durin
991-93 and has deteriora
since then.

Over the same period, import
as a percentage of GDP varied
from a low of about 14 per cent
in 1991 to a high of about 21 per
cent in 1995. Given our heavy
dependence on import, devalu-

ation would raise the import
bill significantly. It would in-
crease the domestic price of im-
Fnrts ranging from essential
ood items fuel to raw ma-
terials and intermediate goods.
This price increase would
eventually be over to the
consumers through higher
prices of final consumption

S.
The higher import bill would

cancel any ted increase in
Eport earnings. Consequently,
c

l:roaslhmt}r that devaluation
would improve our foreign ex-
change reserve is, at best, re-
mote. This casts serious doubt
on the second rationale given
for the latest round of devalua-
tion. Since 1995, Bangladesh's
foreign exchange reserve has
dwindled from about US dollar
3.4 billion to only US dollar
1.66 billion, eno to buy im-
Eorts for three months. This

as happened despite at least
fifteen downward adjustments
in the value of Taka over the
same period. It serves to prove
my point that devaluation, by
itself, will not improve our for-
eign exchange reserve.

The third argument given for
devaluation is that it would
spur remittances from
Bangladeshi workers abroad.
This is the weakest argument of
all. Majority of the remittances
come from Bangladeshi work-
ers working in the Middle-East
and various Southeast Asian
countries. These workers, who
are mostly unskilled or semi-
skilled, traditionally remit a
significant portion of their
earnings. But they would remit
that money irrespective of the
exchange rate because, for legal
reasons, they do not have any
alternative investment oppor-
tunities in countries where they
are empl?cd. AmunE the fac-
tors that determine the volume
of remittances, exchange rate
appears to be one of the least
important.

Now consider the other nega-
tive effects of downward ad-
{ustments in the value of Taka.
t would hurt prospective for-
eign direct investment as the
dollar returns on foreign in-
vestment in Bangladesh would
be reduced. Given repeated ad-
justments in the past, fears
about the prospect of similar
adjustments in the future would
discourage foreign investors

SILK

who are already jittery about
eme markets in ;
One of the most devastating
effect of devaluation is the
rapid increase of inflationary
Preuur: in the ecnnnm“y* For
nstance, after the 1994 peso
devaluation in Mexico, for ev-
ery two per cent increase in the
cost of a dollar, there has been a
one percentage-point increase
in the inflation rate within a
three-month period. Indonesia
is already showing signs of
rapid price increases after re-
cent devaluation. IMF's rescue
rogramme in Indonesia calls
or subsidies on a variety of
ful_?ds and other items to be
phased out gradually.

The use of devaluation as an
instrument for accommodating
weaknesses in an economy has
been a standard IMF prescri
tion for many years now. Re-
cent evidences from Southeast
Asia show the failure of such a
policy, although the idea that
countries should ‘adapt the ex-
change rate to the economic sit-
uation’ remain ingrained in the

IMF's view of the world.
Policy makers in
Bangladesh obviously feel the

pressure from the IMF and
other donor countries. But IMF

has repeatedly left countries in

limbo on the important issue of
how they handle their curren-

cies. Again and again as Asian

countries fell into crisis. the

IMF gave its approval to what
turned into a spiral of competi-
tive devaluation. These have by
now left many Koreans unable
to afford fuel even for heat and
Indonesians strapped to pay for
food. Policy makers iIn
Bangladesh must resist the
temptation of finding an easy
way out from any crisis by
simply adjusting the value of
Taka downwards.

Repeated devaluation is a
risky strategy and Bangladesh
should not pursue it as a re-
sponse to the currency crisis in
Southeast Asia. We cannot en-
gage in competitive devaluation
as it would prove counterpro-
ductive. The potential t to
Bangladesh's export s is
at best uncertain, but the nega-
tive impact of such a policy
could be severe.

The author is a Professor of
Economics at Marquette Uni-
versity, Wisconsin, USA.
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rtunifies for a country to turn its poverty-ridden rural society into one thriving with

economic activity. Now that Bangladesh has this opportunity through the promotion of its silk industry she

N the economic backdrop of
Bangladesh silk production
can make a significant
contribution in utilising the

unutilised farm labour by
involving them in an economic
activity of national

significance. As a matter of fact
there is no alternative to
Sericulture in generatir:g alter-
native employment for the
landless and the marginal
farmers of Bangladesh because
of the following reasons:

1. As has already been men-

tioned earlier, the cultivation
of mulbcr? plants and the
rearinﬁ of silk-worms are
highly labour-intensive activi-
ties in the rural economic con-
text of Bangladesh.
. 2. Most conveniently, com-
pared to other agricultural or
industrial activities, silk pro-
duction requires relatively
small space and small invest-
ment while giving a much
higher return irrespective of the
Eiagc of production.

.. The landless and the
marginal farmers of
B adesh %ﬂ.ﬂ be involved in
every stage of production of silk
because, all that is needed for
silk production is accurate
knowledge about the different
stages of production which is
easily acquired, and sincere
and hard work.

4. A great advantage for the
landless and the marginal
farmers, who have little or no
savings to fall back upon is
that, the 'Gestation Gap' be-
tween investment and return is
very small.

9. In the Bangladeshi cli-

should grab it without any further delay.

mate silk-worm rearing can be
done all year round and hence
can keep the underemployed
landless and marginal farmers
busy throughout the year.

. Sericulture can be taken
up as an occupation both on
part-time and full-time basis.

An analysis of the economic
benefits of sericulture in
Bangladesh in the different
stages of production of silk is
given below:

Leaves : Since Mulberry leaves
are the only food the silk-
worms take, the health of the
silk-worms and the quality and
quantity of silk cocoons they
produce, are directly related to
the quality and quantity of
mulberry leaves produced.
Therefore if better quality mul-
berry plants are sown, and if

they are cultivated following
modern methods of cultivation,
then it would be possible to in-
crease the production of silk co-
coons by producing larger
quantities of mulberry leaves
in a relatively smaller area.

Mulberry tree is a plant that
roduces leaves for 20-25 years.
e production of mulgecr
leaves can be increased thro
the balanced use of fertilisers,
irrigation, and weeding, and by
preventing attack by disease
and insects, and through min-
imum care. It is enough to weed,
prune, and irrigate it 3/4 times
a year. Hence its cost of cultiva-
tion is less than that of any
other crop.

Another useful fact about
Mulberry tree is that it can be

—
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Eruned and kept to any desired
eight. Except for shaded and
water-logged areas it can be
planted anywhere — in the
courtvard, in an&' nook and
corner, along roads and high-
ways, literally anywhere.

In Bangladesh per hectare
yield of mulberry leaves is 15
tons only. The Bangladesh Silk
Research and training Institute
has recently developed HYV
mulberry plants whose yield is
30 tons per hectare. Assuming
that the Bangladeshi farmers
can achieve this target, the
landless and the marginal
farmers could easily earn a net
income of Tk. 2,842 by planting
200-250 mulberry plants on fal-
low land along road side, In ev-
ery nook and corner of their
homestead, and on the banks of
'khas’ ponds. In addition 250
mulbe lants would provide
IDDD-II'? kgs. of fire wood
whose market value would be
another 700-800 Taka.

If, on the other hand, Indian
and Chinese variety of HYV
mulberry plants, whose per
hectare yield is 50-55 and 60-65
tons respectively, are cultivated
by the farmers of Bangladesh
then per hectare yield of mul-
berry leaves could be increased
even further and the economic
benefits to the farmers doubled.

The Production and Distri-

bution of Silk-worm Eﬁf. +In
the next stage if a landless or

marginal farmer could estab-
lish a disease-free silk-worm
egg production unit producing
90,000 disease-free eggs per
batch at a cost of Tk. 1.10 lac

by Jim Davis

TEE-HEE! THERE'S
SOMETHING TO BE SAID
FOR GARLIC-SCENTED
BUBBLE PATH, AFTER ALL

and invest another Tk. 31.200
as working capital then the
farmer would easily earn Tk.
50.000 annually by producing
eight batches of eggs a year. The
initial investment could again
be reduced significantly if, in-
stead of ding Tk. 80,000 for
building tﬂc unit, it was housed
in rented accommodation. Be-
sides, the government could
also reduce the burden of the
farmer further by lending him

the rrmng to be invested.
Eggs and the Nursing of Silk-

worms : The advantage of this
stage of production is that, ev-
ery member of the household
can provide labour for this ac-
tivity and it needs to be done
indoors. Depending on the size
of the nursery, and the avail-
ability of mulberry leaves a
landless or a marginal farmer
can easily nurse silk-worms
hatched from between 100 and
500 disease-free silk-worm eggs
by using family labour to pro-
duce between 30 and 150 kgs. of
silk-cocoons and earn between
10,500 and 52,500 Taka annu-

ally.
The Production of Silk
Twine and Silk Cloth : If a land-

less or marginal farmer uses
family labour, invests Tk.

26,000 and oper

ates hand*?J:bcr-
_ated but advanced ‘Reeling Unit’

F

and operates it for 200 daﬂa ina
year, subject to the availability
of sufficient quantity of silk co-
coons, he can earn Tk. 27,297 a
ear. Similarly, if a farmi
amilfr operates two smal
handlooms by using family
labour then he can earn Tk.
37,800 annually by producin
silk cloth. Further value coul
be added to it by enhancing its
beauty through attractive nee-
dle work. There is a great de-
mand for such produce in the
developed countries of the
world.

If a landless, or a marginal
farming family, could invest in
more than one stage of produc-
tion of silk then it would not
only increase its annual in-
come significantly, but at the
same time generate enough
work to be able to utilise hired
labour, in addition to keeping
the entire family busy.

Conclusion

There is no dearth of reason
for the Bangladesh Government
to embark on a crash pro-
gramme for the development
and growth of sericulture in
Bangladesh. As a matter of fact
not to do it would be foolish,
There are not many opportuni-
ties for a country to turn its
poverty-ridden rural society
into one thriving with eco-
nomic activity, Now that
Bangladesh has this opportu-
nity through the promotion of
its silk industry she should
Frab it without any further de-
ay.

Next : Reason behind Stagna-
tion
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US-Iraq;

Critical Stand-off

by A S M Nurunnabi

“Any attempt by the US to bypass the Security Council and all its permanent members will only lead dissident

countries % Fn:mc_e, Rusgia and China

S some international ob-
servers see ({t, some
Aqueutlnnu do not have good
answers. One such is the
uestion of what to do with
ddam Hussein. It comes
round so frequently because the
answers %rven on previous
occasions have always proved
unsatisfactory.

At the end of the Gulf War in
1991, Iraq agreed to let the
United Nations sniff around
until it was satisfied that it had
found and destroyed all the
Iraqi chemical and biological
weapons and the wherewithal
for m £ more, and nuclear
weapons too. Then Iraq would
be allowed to sell all the oil it
Eﬁntﬁ'ﬂ Seven years later, the

's inspectors are saying th
have not found all that Eat ?g
Iraq's possession of the de-
structive weapons. -

After the expulsion of th
UN’'s arms inspectors following
US's insistence that Saddam al-
low unhindered access to all
suspected weapons sites in Iraq,
the US has taken the stand that
if the only way to deter Saddam
from flouting the UN's resolu-
tions on complete destruction
of the 'terrible’ weapons is to
bomb his weapons factories, his
stock piles and his presidential

alaces, the suspected store-

ouses of his dangerous
weapons, so be it. If the UN Se-
curity Council cannot bring it-
self to authorise such bombing,
then better that should be done
by the United States with as
wide support as possible than
bﬁ' n . One disadvantage of
the bombing option, accord
to observers, is the risk of large-
scale civilian casualties. Then
there is the prospect of a rift in
the Security Council, where
China, France and Russia, un-
persuasive of a merits of air
strikes would almost certainly
withhold their support.

More serious, perhaps,
would be the wider alienation of
America in the Middle East.
The Gulf War aliance no longer
exists. Arabs are dismayed
the near collapse of the peace

rocess and, not surprisingly,

lame America for doing too
little to get Israel to honour the
obligations. But even the
Americans were now to put
pressure on Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min-
ister. any consequent goodwill
would be swiftly dissipated by a
bombing raid on Iraq. Saddam
Hussein is reportedly not much
liked in the region, but he is
said to be fe as a potential

ﬂlﬂl:tyl I'.hﬂﬂ as E,h{.‘i dit:ta-
tor.’ ;

HE land of the ancient
I civilisation of Babylon at
the banks of Tigress and
Euphrates rivers, the land of
innumerable ancient saints
and holy shrines, the land of
immense Islamic importance
and also the capital of the then
Islamic empire — dad, is
now the focus of the West.
Probably because it is an oil-
rich country or maybe for some
other important reason, which
nnlfr the West knows best!
would like to share my ex-
riences of this land of plent
before the Gulf-war started).
The capital dad is vast and
well developed. But, what
strikes you here, are ﬂmél;ﬁ o
very huge — ts of am
Hussein, looking down at you
from its height. For a new-
comer it is an awesome sight,
because they are not one or two
but many, and gigantic in size.
Though not so, you have
been in this country for a while
b:caus:llay then you Eet used to
this familiar face which is al-
ways peering down at you. no
matter where are — in a ho-
tel or a restaurant, a shop, an

The real trouble with bomb-
ing, according to some ob-
servers, is that it is likely to
leave Saddam In power, possi-
bly strengthened, while doing
little permanent]i to reduce his
ability to make and use
weapons of mass destruction,.
None of this should come as a
surprise; bombing has been
tried in the past to little effect.
Five weeks of continuous bomb-
ing during the Gulf War de-
stroyed fewer weapons than the
inspectors have since. These
raids loosened Saddam's grip
not at all.

Against this backdrop, the
current US-Iraq stand-off sce-
nario may be viewed. The US
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan
said that the UN charter re-
quires states to exhaust all
peaceful means before taking
military action. Asked whether
the United States had enough
authorisation to attack, Annan
said it would be preferable to get
a Council authurl?atiun before
one engages in military action.
That wmf.llfd require the consent
of all the permanent members:
the US, Britain, France, Russia
and China. The Russians and
the Chinese said they oppose
the use of force. Each of the
permanent members can veto
any resolution authorising mil-
it action.

n the other hand, the
United States has maintained it
has all nece authorisation
to use military force to compel
Iraq to comply with the Council
resolutions to grant UN inspec-
tors full access to all suspected
weapons sites, According to one
report, Iraq has agreed, in prin-
ciple, to inspection of all its
suspect sites, including those it
terms "presidential” on condi-
tion the UN embargo is lifted
one month after the inspec-
tions. These conditions are un-
acceptable to the United States,
which demands unconditional
and unhampered access for UN
disarmament experts to all
Iragi sites.

In the opinion of one diplo-
mat, the number of sites called
‘presidential’ is of little impor-
tance because no suspect site
will be exempted from inspec-
tion. France says the inspection
of presidential sites must take
Iraq's dignity into considera-
tion. According to the French
proposal, the palace inspection
teams would include more
diplomats than UNSCOM ex-
perts, while the inspections of
the surrounding buildings
would include more UNSCO
experts than diplomats. Ac-
cording to the US, however, the

office or any other place. Not
one, but a dozen dam Hus-
seins will be watching your ev-
ery move in any room of any
building!

The whole country is mainly
desert except for the northern
part-which is really beautiful,
mountainous, green and with
breath taking scenes. The roads
and high-ways are so well de-
velo that journey byroad in
itsell is a pleasure. But it be-
comes boring when you are
traveling in the rest of the coun-
try, except the north, as all you
see out of your window is miles
upon miles of vast, barren
desert.

The people of this land are
very simple, honest and hos-
pitable. They treat foreigners as
their guests and are very

lite and courteous with them.

en they visit a doctor they
thank him almost half a dozen
times — sounds s , but it is
true (in contrast in our country

Justice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury

A Personal Tribute
by Nausher Rahman

O say that I hardly knew

I Mr Badrul aider
Chowdhury would be an
understatement. He was a man |
met on three or four occasions,
yet | was, like so many others,
saddened by his death. When |
first heard he had died, my
mind immediately wandered to

| the first time | remember

o P e

i

meeting him. It was about three

ears ago when [ went to his
rmuuc with my father. At the
time I did not know that he was
the former Chief Justice or that
he was former presidential
candidate. I did not know of his
famous 8th Amendment
judgement (which in youth |

i would not have understood

anyway). I did not know so
many things about him. I only

knew that he was a friend of the
family, someone whom my
father affectionately called
Badu Bhai.

I remember him me
what career | was pl to
follow, and, instead of dismiss-
ing my answer of Law as the
fancy of a 15-year-old boy, 1
remember his eyes
with keen interest. His imme-
diate reaction was of muted en-

thusiasm as he told me I would |

be doing my heritage proud. He
told me how it would have de-
lighted my grandfather to see

me take up the profession he |

was so good at. He said he
looked forward to hel;lJing me
further my career once | started
it. I remember feeling pleas-
antly surprised that a man of
his stature and age would actu-
ally enﬁgc in a conversation
with a ﬁ some 50-odd years
younger than him and provide
these words of encou ment.
Those words still ring in my
ear when I think of the last time
I met him. It was last year and
as | rose to leave, he turned back
to reach for a book from the
bookshelf behind him. He
nrened it and inside scrawled a
simple message, "To Nausher,
For all he does for his people."
He turned to my father and
asked him to bring me again so
that he could give me one of the
three books he had written.
Alas, that can no longer be. Yet
if I can heed your words of wis-
dom, Mr Chowdhury, and do
half of what you did for m
people, | know | can make

my grandfather and you proud.

ting up |

moving away from the existing structure of a unipolar world order.

Iraqis should agree to UNSCOM
inspection accompanied by in-
dependent rts or diplomats
who are jointly selected, to visit
the presidential sites which
surround the residences or
palaces.

While the United States is
beefing up its preparations for
air strikes against Iraq with
newly developed and more ef-
fective precision bombing
means from US aircraft carri-
ers based in the Gulf and also
with more deployment of US
combatants and British sub-
marines, a senfor Saudi official
said Saudi Arabia will not al-
low its territory to be used to at-
tack Iraq. According to him,
even UN Security Council ap-
proval of an attack would not
change the Saudi position.
Saudi Arabia will not allow any
strikes against Iraq under any
circumstances from its soll or
bases in Saudi Arabia, due to
the sensitivity of the issue in
the Arab and Muslim world,

Reticence on the part of
Saudi Arabia — America's clos-
est ally in the Persian Gulf —
indicates just how hard it was
for the US Secretary of State to
muster support for a military
strike. The United States has
plenty of fighter jets and troops
afloat on the Persian Gulf
which are being steadily al-
lowed to gain additional
strength, but it may be recalled
that the US relied heavily on
Saudi and Turkish bases during
the 1991 Gulf War.

These days Turkey too has
been reluctant to allow itself to
be used as a launching pad.
Lately it sent its Foreign Minis-
ter to Baghdad to help negotiate
a diplomatic end to the stand-
off between the US and Iraq.

To many in the Arab world,
a military strike on Iraqg
seemed pointless, given that
Iragi citizens already were
struggling from the seven years
of economic sanctions. There is
also distrust of Washington for
its unwavering support for Is-
rael. The feeling has been
widespread in the Arab world
that if Saddam abused interna-
tional law once, Israel has done
it 100 times,

There were several calls
lately for a non-military solu-
tion to the latest stand-off.
Iranian President urged the 55-
nation Organisation of the Is-
lamic Conterence to try to re-
solve Iraq's dispute with the
United Nations peacefully.
Egypt's Foreign Minister,
Qatar's media, joined with the
already pro-negotiation role of

the PLO President, Yasser
Arafat. Russian President
Yeltsin, in his unusually criti-
cal remarks against US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton claimed that
bombing raids in Iraq could
spark a much broader conflict.

hina warned the US that an
attack on Iraq could fail and
make the situation even worse.
India also followed the same
line in pressing for a peaceful
solution,

According to international
observers, diplomatic efforts
being made by some of the

states for a peaceful solution of
the crisis, importantly Russia,
France and Turkey, have so far
gruved very difficult and no

reakthrough has yet been
reached in Iraq's showdown
with the United Nations over
weapons inspections.

The stand-off in' the Gulf
comes at a bad time for the
stalled Middle East peace pro-
cess. US leaders are distracted
by the crisis and reluctant to
pressure Israeli Prime Minister
over a West Bank troop pull-
back at a time when they want
him to stay out of any conflict
with [ra«:ﬂir ader Saddam Hus-
sein.

The Palestinians, in turn,
don't want to be seen as makin
concessions to Israel or the U
at a time when Iraq is engaged
in a confrontation with Wash-
ington. All this spells deadlock
in the negotiations.

An astute observer of inter-
national relations has cur-
rently observed in this context
that it has become evident for
the Iraqis by now that the UN-
SCOM mission in their country
and its never-ending inspection
programme is only a ploy to
perpetuate a sanction regime in
Iraq on one pretext or another
till its primary objective of the
overthrow of Saddam is
achieved. There is also a grow-
ing realisation that through
continued sanctions and cre-
ation of a permanent military
Bresence in the Gulf region, the

S seeks to advance its policy
to establish unchallengeable
control, of oil so as to gain a
stranglehold over a defiant
Arab world. Moreover, even if
Washington was quite bent on
launching a unilateral punitive
action against Iraq, any at-
tempt by the US to s the
Security Council and all its

rmanent members will only

ead dissident countries like

France, Russia and China mov-
ing away from the existin
structure of a unipolar worl

Russia and France, along with , ofdeg.4-
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Mysterious Iraq

Dr. Sabrina Q. Rashid

patients never even think of
thanking a doctor). They are
very generous too, when we as
foreign doctors, used to go to the
shops, many shop owners gave
presents for our still unborn
child when they saw me preg-
nant! In business dealings they
are meticulously honest. Smug-
gling, bribery and cheating are
absolutely unheard of (which
are all so common in our coun-
try). Crimes, such as theft, rob-
bery and murder are nearly ab-
sent. You could sleep at night
with your doors wide open, but
not after the fc:-rei%n workers
had started arriving!

On Eid days most Iraqis just
take a long nap — what are hol-
idays for, anyway?! Eid namaz
is said after Fajr prayers, in the
local mosques — so very few at-
tend them. No Eid congregation.
Other Islamic days like Shab-e-
Miraj, Shab-e-Barat etc., also
go by un-noticed. No holidays
even, for them. Rozas are
mostly for the elderly! That too
without sehris _ late dinner is
the custom.

But what saddened us the
most was, being Muslims and
belonging to an ancient hol
land of Islam, they consume al}:
cohol [reely, without any
qualms! Also it is liberally
available everywhere, like tea-
stalls in our country. Though
we all know that it is not only
forbidden but ‘haram’ for Mus-
lims. Therefore that was the
most difficult part of our stay
there, because according to
their custom if you refuse to ac-

cept an that is offered to
you by your t. it means you
are s disrespect to !

What a dilemma we were in, but

thank God we were able to pass
the test in flying colours. Lan-
guage was a bi er for us as
only a few could speak English
but that too only broken En-
glish.

Since they had abundance of
everything they were very
wasteful. I remember seeing
piles of pgiant-size breads
dumped in the dustbins of many
house-holds. Wheat was very
cheap - state controlled price,
like most other essentials were.
But God does not like wastage
and so now they crave for a de-
cent meal, in spite of having so
much of wealth under-ground,
which they are unable to tap
now.

Visits to the holy shrines of
Hazrat Ali, Hazrat Abbas,
Hazrat Hassan, Hossain and
Boro Pir-Abdul Quader Gilani
(R) are memories to be cherished
for life time, The ence of
visiting the ruins of Babylon
and the museum are s ar in
itself. | sometimes wonder and
worry if they are all still intact
after the havoc of the wars that
Iraq got itself into. It will be a
pity if national heritage such as
these are lost at the alter of the
war. Pity, not only for the
Iragis but for the entire world
and especially for the Muslim
world.

The population is small, the
country is oil-rich, the govern-
ment is stable (most of them
seem to love Sadéia}jm gusselnn
— prosperity and development
wag thcrcfutty: within their easy
reach, if only they had not
spent m?ist of t c&:;mtlime.
money and energy in a ci
their military might and mgangq

themselves into the devas-
ta Gulf War and then the in-
vasion of Kuwait. It could have
become one of the most or the
most powerful Muslim state.

DU Academic Receives
International Recognition

Dr. Moham-
mad Mohabbat
Khan, Profes-
sor in the De-
artment of
ublic Admin-
istration, Uni-
versity of Dha-
ka has been
recently honoured by learned
international bodies and asso-
ciations located in USA and UK
for his outstanding and exem-
pl contribution to research,
teaching and sncictl}_:. The In-
ternational Biographical Cen-
tre, Cambridge (IBCC) has hon-
oured him as an 'International
Man of the Year for 1996/97.
His credentials have been in-
cluded in IBCC's Directory of In-
ternational Biography. 26th
Edition, to be published in
March/April 1998. The IBCC

has also included Professor
Khan among Bibliography of
2000 Outstanding People of the
20th Cent to be published in
late 1998, e American Bio-
aphical Institute bas selected
ﬁnﬂmuﬂr Khan for hiugrn%laii
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| cal inclusion in the Eighth

tion of its International Direc-
tory of Distinguished Leader-
ship to be published this year.

ofessor Khan has taught
as a Visting Professor at Benin
University in Nigeria, 1981-82
and Yarmouk University in
Jordan, 1990-91. He was a Se-
nior Fulbright Fellow at Cor-
nell University and University
of Texas at the Austin durin
1989-90 and Visting For
Foundation arch Fellow at
the Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies in Singapore, October-
December, 1997,

His areas of research and
teaching include governance,
democracy, public sector re-
form, urban management, cor-
ruption, bureaucracy and
ethics.

Professor Khan obtained BA
Honours and MA from the Uni-
versity of Dhaka in 1968 and
1969 respectively and an MPA
from Syracuse University in
1974 and an MPA and a Ph.D.
in Public Administration from
the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia in 1976.



