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Second phase of Indian
elections tomorrow

NEW DELHI, Feb 20: Hectic
and intense electioneerin
ended today in the 183 Lo
Sabha constituencies spread
over nine states and Union Ter-
ritory of Pondichery, going to
Folls on Sunday on the second
eg of general elections in India,
reports BSS.

In the first phase, elections
were held in 222 constituencies
on February 16 but Election
Commission ordered repolling
in more than 1200 centres in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Rajsthan, Karnataka
and Assam.

Nearly 1600 candidates are
contes in 183 constituen-
cies in Sunday's elections in the
states of West Bengal, Orissa,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh besides Union Terri-
tory of Pondichery.

Ca:illl[paigning, which saw
political parties trying to win
over the voters focussing on is-
sues, da and manifestos in
the first round. had become ac-
rimonious during the second
round with party leaders trad-

ing allegations. vices Intelligence agency (ISI) for its 'communal outlook’ and

Several political parties in-  for the recent bomb blasts in alleged that in the name of reli-
cluding the Congress. Janata Coimbatore and violent inci- on, it was H% to divide
Dal, Samajwadi . Bahujan dents in some parts of the the Cﬂunﬂgé e u the
Samaj Party and Republican country and said they were people to be wary of s 'de-
Party have demanded that the aimed ‘at disturbing peace on signs.’

Srikrishna Commission report
be made public before the sec-
ond phase of election so that the
voters would know who were
behind the riots in Mumbai in
t:'.IE wake of Ayodhya demoli-
tion.

The Commission submitted
its report to the BJP-Shiv Sena
government in Maharashtra
earlier this week.

The Bofors issue, which was
raised by all BJP leaders at elec-
tion meetings for the first
round of polling. took a new
turn with Sonia Gandhi stating
that the BJP leader Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was telling ‘white lies.'
Vajpayee also retorted by main-
taining that he had never lied
during his over four-decade
long political career.

According to original
schedule, Sunday's polling was
to cover 184 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies but the election has
postponed voting in Coimbat-
ore in Tamil Nadu to February
28 following explosions there
claiming 46 lives.

Meanwhile, PT] says, prime
minister | K Gujral today
blamed Pakistan's Inter-Ser-

* wamned the

the eve of Lok Sabha polls.

Addressing an election rally
at Gulbaga. taka, Gujral
recalled the recent violent inci-
dents in Tripura and Kerala and
to be cautious
about the threat posed to the
country's stability by Pakistan.

The Prime Minister sharply
criticised the congress for its
‘failure’ to provide honest ad-
ministration to the country,
adding. it had tarnished the
country's image as several
Congress leaders were facing
corruption charges.

Ridiculing the stability
plank of Congress, he accused
the party of destabilising five
non-Co ss governments.

Referring to the fall of his
government, Gujral pointed out
that he had urged Congress

resident Sitaram Kesri to wait
or one month fer the verdict of
de ted court in Chennali in
the Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case but the Congress did not
listen.

"We preferred to relinquish
power rather than sacking DMK
ministers”, he said.

Gujral also flayed the BJP

Our feature ‘Down
to Earth’' could not be pub-
lished today due to space con-
straint. Inconvenience to the
readers

Sit-in by khadims

in Ajmeer

NEW DELHI, Feb 20: The
khadims (muallims) of the dar-
ah of Sufi Saint Hazrat
wag:eMninuddin Chisty (RA)
have been staging a sit-in at the
main gate of the dargah as the
indefinite curfew imposed on
parts of the pilgrim town in Ra-
jsthan continued for the fourth

day today, reports BSS.
- The United News of India
guntmg a police spokesman to-
ay said that barring some
stray incidents of stone-
throwing yesterday, no fresh
incidents were reported from
any where from the troubled ar-

“Officers of Bangladesh
Armed Forces in
Georgia are safe

All officers of the Bang-
ladesh Armed Forces belonging
to the United Nations Observer
Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG)
are safe and sound, reports

UNB.

According to the Army
Headquarters sources, none of
the four Bangladeshi military
observers with the UNOMIG
were abducted by the miscreants

on Thursday. said an ISPR release. |

364 stalls set up.

Dhaka Int'l Trade Fair
begins tomorrow

Preparations are complete
for the Fourth Dhaka Interna-
tional Trade Fair that begins in
the city tomorrow, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
?i?a will inaugurate the trade
air,

A variety of products — from
the latest model computers to
fast food, from engineering to
apparels — will be on display
and for sale in decorated stalls
put up by some 364 manufactur-
ers from home and abroad.

The fair will provide an op-
portunity for the producers to
popularise their merchandise
and the consumers will have a
first hand experience of newer
products.

Located over a spacious 1.5
million square foot area at the
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, the fair
has been organised by the Ex-
port Promotion Bureau.

Officials say the number of
Eﬂrticipants in the fair will be

igher this year. Some 262 lo-
cal business organisations and
102 foreign firms from 20 coun-
tries have registered their
names with the EPB.

Five companies — two of In-
dia, two of Pakistan and the
other of Iran — are yet to report
to the authority. But they will
reach here within a day or two,

EPB olflicials said yesterday.

A total of 35 pavilions, 57
mini-pavilions and 272 stalls
have been set up at the fair
Enu:l.u tan is taking with

Pakis
the highest number of 27 firms
followed by India with 17 firms
and Iran with 12 firms.

Five firms from China, four
each from Hong Kong, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan and UK,
three each from Singapore and
Thailand, two each from Aus-
tralia, Bhutan, Italy, Malaysia,
Spain and UAE, and one each
from USA, Philippines and
tl;}?nmark will take part in the
air,

The rate of entry tickets
have been fixed at Tk 10 for the
adults and Tk 5 for the minors.

EPB is organising the self-
financed trade fair for the first
time. An estimated Tk 3.78
crore will be spent for hold
the fair. It has already collected
Tk 3.76 crore by renting stalls
and pavilions, leasing gates and
parking places.

The major portion of the in-
come — about Tk 2.64 crore —
came from rents and Tk 90 lakh
from leasing of gates. Rest of the
money came from leasing out of
car parking space and toilets.
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PCJSS proposes
postponement of
arms surrender

on Feb 28

By Special Correspondent

The Parbattyva Cha%ﬁm
Jana Sanghati ty SS)
has requested postponement of
surrender of arms Shan-
tibahini members on February

28. |

The surrender of arms was
scheduled to take place at
Dudukchhara in Khagrachhari
district.

In a letter to the authorities
through the Liaison Committee
yotirindriyo Bodhipriyo Lar.

yo yo riyo Lar-
ma proposed the pos&onmmt.
g5 ut he gave no reason for
this.

There was no reaction from
the officials on the latest devel-
opment. They declined to com-
ment whether the government
would refix the date for the final
phase of arms surrender.

Tk 13 lakh gold
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

The customs authorities at
Zia International Airport (ZIA)
recovered gold bars and orna-
ments about Tk 13 lakh
from a passenger of a
Bangladesh Biman flight from
Dubai yesterday afternoon.

Airport sources said, cus-
toms officials, out of suspicion,
challenged Sudhir Chandra
Nath. an inhabitant of Sylhet,

after he crossed the green chan-
nel. After scanning his ] :
they recovered 26 gold bars

eac ten tola and or-
naments weighing about 57
grams.

The gold bars and orna-
ments were kept inside some
soap packets, electronic
adapters and medicine packets
wrag)ped with scotch tape.

udhir was arrested and a
case lodged with Cantonment
thana in this regard.

India says 'no’ to
use of its space
against Iraq

NEW DELHI, Feb 20: India
has Eeclcd a request by an un-
In country to use its sea,
land and air space in case of a
military strike against Iraq.
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral was quoted as saying to-
day, reports AP.

Gujral told an election rally
in western India that he had re-
ceived a telephone call from "a

eat country” seeking India's
elp. the United News of India
news cy said.

Gujral didn't name the
country or the leader who had
telephoned him.

he Foreign Ministry
spokesman was not immedi-
ately available for comment on

the news agency ggvort
During the 1991 Gulf war,
India provided refueling facili-

ties to American anes, but
withdrew landing rights follow-
ing criticism from the opposi-

tion.

On Wednesday, India said it
was opposed to a US-led mili-
taqr strike and favoured a
diplomatic solution to Iraq's
defiance of the United Nations.

Found dead

From page 1

father's residence at the city's
Green Road on Tuesday.

Shirin returned to their
first-floor flat at about 3:30 pm
yesterday. She found the main
entrance of the flat locked from
inside.

As none responded from in-
ﬁidu when :}iunnthcked the
oor repeatedly, she sought hel
from their landlord. LEIEIE.
some neighbours got into the

flat throu a passage at its
back anth t‘nugd NF:sharraf

dead.

Police tho t that he died
sometime on Thursday. .

An unnatural death case was

Indﬁd with Dhanmondi thana
in this s

Meanwhile, Bangla Acade-
my has condoled the death of
Mosharraf Hossain. A freedom-
fighter, Mosharraf had sinc-

erely served the Academy for
the last 25-year, a press release
said.
Fabrics
From page 1

ready requested the commerce
ministry to look into details of
the cash incentive, how it helps
the fabric manufacturers and
garment exporters and if there
could be any other ways of giv-
ing incentive to the fabric man-

acturers.

The commerce ministry has
now decided to conduct a de-
tailed study on the pros and

cons of such cash incentive.
"In the first impression, we

can say that it helped boost the
export-oriented textile sector”,
said a commerce ministry high
official. "Quite a number of
composite textile mills have
grown up since 1994 and they
are sup%‘ying to our garment
sector. ¢ garment sector is
also finding procurement of lo-
cal fabrics much more -
tive and easier than getting
those | rted through com-
plicated and delaying proce-

‘guerillas had

render took

No Bangla
Academy
award this yr

By Staff Correspondent
The Bangla Academy will

not give Liter Aw this
year, uﬂnpr:Ereleaunfthc
Academy

The executive committee of
the Bangla Academy, after con-
sidering all aspects of the liter-
ary award, has decided not to
confer the award this year, the
press release said without men-
tioning any s C reason.

The Dimcﬁﬁ'dgtncra] of the
Bangla Academy could not be
contacted over ne last night

A member of his family told
The Dally Star that he was sick.

Murals on Bangla

Academy wall

By DU Correspondent

The murals on the wall in
front of Bangla Academy was
inaugurated yesterday.

Gaziul Haque, a hero of the
Latrg.mgc Movement, inau&:-
ra the murals dcpicu::f €

age Movement and the

Liberation War.
Poet Shamsur Rahman,
president of a Academy,

resided over the inaugural

nction. Prof Syed Anwar Hos-
sain, Director General of the
academy, delivered welcome
address.

Obaidul Kader, State Minis-
ter for Youth, Sports and Cul-
tural Affairs was present at the
function.

Bar?é:lLdHaqu;i said that
a an im-

t role in {hc nﬂggle for
iberation. The murals have
nicely icted the e of
;l;:dpmpe of Bangladesh, he

Five killed in

Savar road
accident
SAVAR. Feb 20: Five people,
incl a university student.

were killed and 10 others in-
ured in a road accident on
haka-Aricha highway at
Savar this noon, JHE
Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred when a Sat-
uria-bound minibus fell into
the roadside ditch after hitting
a tempo and a motorcycle.
The deceased were student of

-}nhar?mngu University Sha-
fiq, 25, driver of the mt{mhua

(unidentified), and three tempo
assengers Sazzad. 25, of
turia, Dewan Ali, 60 and
Asadullah. 32, of Bauchar in
Savar. All died on the spot.

The injured were rushed to
Savar thana Health Complex.
- The bodies were m;!nl to

haka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy. ¥

A case was filed with Savar

police. )
Indonesia may

face serious
food crisis : WB

JAKARTA, Feb 20: Indone-
sia, hit by emrt:l;ngﬁn I'.‘ut;;iﬂ an%
an unpreceden t cou
face a serious food shortage and
needs three million tonnes of
rice, a World Bank paper said
today, reports AFP.

It warned that there was "the

tial for a serious food cri-

sis with wiflcspread social con-

sequences.
AP adds: Hundreds stood in
line for free food handouts,

Jamming a narrow lane way in

an overcrowded slum on the
banks of a stinking, polluted

canal.
Arms surrender
From page 1

taken for arms surrendering
ceremony and officials con-
cerned today visited the
Dighirpar area where the
guerillas will lay down their
arms.

Earlier, 1282 Shantibahini

surrendered their
arms and ammunition in two

The first phase c;f li.]?m autll'-
place a ach-
hari Stadium on Fchruﬂai‘:lr':,r 10
and the second' phase at
Baghaichhari High School
ground on February 16.

Rail track

From page 1

nine km rail track on the west-
ern end will connect the bridge
with the Sirajganj-Ishwardi
broad gauge section at Kalia
Haripur,

en the bridge will be
opened for traffic, the new rail
track laid on the western and
eastern sides will however re-
I1;!:'1ﬂain broad ‘;l;jlygﬂ and metre

uge respcclj :

Enuthcr 80 km new rail
track will be laid to connect
Joydevpur with Ibrahimabad,
the sources said adding that
land acquisition for laying the
track is in process.

The existing 244 km rail
track on Sirajganj-Parbatipur
route is broad gauge and this
lé'.:ct.ilﬂn will I;eyri-:nverted into
'due e’ a third
track nul:ugetween 0 ngﬂmmmn-

date metre trains.
A similar 'Eunl gauge' rail
track will be constructed from

Sirajganj to J r.
e whole project will in-

volve about Tk 1155 crore and
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina presenting Ekulhe

Padak '97 to one of the recipients at the Osmani

Memorial Hall in the city yesterday.

PM: Ekushey Padak

Froimm page |
given it the honour of state lan-

Ilg!ur the year 1997, eleven
ersonalities were awarded
kushey Padak. the highest na-
tional recognition for outstand-
ing contributions in the arts,
literature. education and jour-
nalism.

The award recipients are:
Abu Ishaq (literature), Novera
Ahmed (sculpture), Nitun Kunda
(sculpture), Debu Bhattacharya
(music-posthumous). Runu
Biswas (dance-posthumous), Dr
Razia Khan {cdmtiun}. Dr Sir-
ajul Huq (education), Shabnam
Mushtari (music), Santosh
Gupta (journalism), Monajat
Uddin [jnurnaham(—ipusthw
mous}) and Momtajuddin Ah-
med (drama).

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy director general Azad
Rahman received the medal on
behalf of Debu Bhattacharya
while that of Runu Biswas and
Monajat Uddin were received by
their wives.

The Prime Minister said,
"We have much more to do for
establishing the prestige and
development of our mother-

lnn%ue."
he power, individuality

— PID photo

and brightness of Bangla are to
be u in all creative works,
not only for study and in offi-
cial work. she said. "We've to
work with determination to
motivate the people for using
Bangla in all practical work."

asina said the ple of the
country want to know about
science and technology, inven-
tion and ideas through their
mother-tongue. The govern-
ment is sincerely trying to de-
velop Bangla as the main
medium for acquiring knowl-
edg: and flourishing thoughts
and ideas, she added.

Recalling the supreme sacri-
fice of the martyrs of the t
Language Movement, the Prime
Minister said this is unprece-
dented in the world history that
a nation shed its blood for the
I age.

e Prime Minister said the
governmernt Is pledge-bound to
create a congenial atmosphere
for the healthy growth of lan-
guage and culture as well as for
the flourishing of music and
arts.

Ministers, MPs, political
leaders, diplomats, education-
ists, artists, musicians and
cultural activists were present
at the function.

Ekushey back again

From pa
people, irrespective of age and
sex, who placed wreaths with
LI}I: tune 1‘1‘::»!' chorus _.E;‘::IT;}I;F
ater raxte rangano
Feb . aami ki bhulite pm'iy
President Shahabuddin
Ahmed in a me on the oc-
casion yesterday called Eﬂl{ﬂon all
irrespective of party ation
and opinion to put their sincere
efforts to build an illiteracy-

free Bangladesh.
Paying homage to the mar-
tyrs of the Movement,

the President said the idea of
separate national identity
emerged through the struggle
for establishing the dignity of
the mother tunﬁu: Bangla at
the national level.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina gave a te me
on the cve ol ar Ekushey

vesterday calling up;ﬂn the
countrymen to properly prac-
tise Bangla language at alf lev-

els.

She urged all irrespective of
party affiliation to launch a
united effort to build a poverty-
free and exploitation-free
Bangladesh ,imbued with the
spirit of the immortal Ekushey.

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia in her message called upon
the count

rymen to be imbued
with the spirit of Ekushey to
protect country's "threatened
independence, sovereignty and
integrity” and democracy and
also to resist cultural aggres-
sion.

She said a conspiracy was
bein hatched against
Ban aﬂcjllcahi naun]:tnahum and
urg freedom loving e
to carry forward the cupli?ep:]lt
movement to its goal. She also
prayed for the peace of the soles
of the martyrs.

Different socio-cultural and
political organizations will ob-
serve the day through elaborate
programines.

wami League's Shaheed

Day programmes include —
hoisting of black flags and the
National Flag and party flags at
half-mast at all offices of the

arty and at Bangabandhu

haban at 5:30 am and plac
wreaths at 7 am at the tr
Shaheed Minar and Azimpur
Graveyard where the Language
Movement martyrs were buried.
Awami Jubo League, the youth
front of AL, has also taken up a
similar programme.

On the last day of its three-
day Ekushey programme today,

BNP will hoist black fl . the
National Flag and p ags at
half-mast at its central office at

6 am. BNP will place wreaths at
the Shaheed Minar and offer
fateha at Azimpur Graveyard at
6:30 am. Besides, it will hold a
meeting and cultural function
at the mna Batamul in the
city at 3 pm today. BNP chair-

person will attend the meeting
as chief guest.
Mohila Muktijoddha

Sangsad, an organisation of
woman freedom fighters, will
assemble in front of Udayan
School at 7 am and march to-
wards the Central Shaheed Mi-
nar to place wreaths,

As part of its two-day Eku-
shey programme, Shilpakala
Academy will hold a "Bhashar
Gaan” (songs on language) and
dance programme on its
premises at 4 pm today.

Shaheed Day programmes of
National . Museum include,
handwritlnf competition for
children at 10 am, exhibition of
phul.oﬁrapha of Language Move-
ment heroes at 11 am, a discu-
ssion at 4:30 pm and recitation

of poems by poets at 5 pm.

Tremor jolts

Pakistan,
Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD, Feb 20: An
earthquake with an initial
magnitude of 6.1 rattled north-
western Pakistan and n:cilgh-
bourin Mghaniutan today,
seismologists said, rts AP.

Residents in the fi capi-
tal of Islamabad fled their
homes and waited in the street
for the tremor to pass.

The epicentre was located
450 kilometres (270 miles)
northwest of Islamabad in the
Hindu Kush range in neighbour-
ing Afghanistan, according to
Sallauddin Khan, director of
the meteorological centre in

northwest Pakistan.

The c%uakc hit at 5:20 pm lo-
cal time (1220 gmt).

Khan said there were early
reports of damage in northern
Ei istani towns of Chitral and

r.

It wasn't immediately
known if there were any in-
juries, but the homes in that re-
gion often are made of mud or
wood and collapse easily.

Khan said in Peshawar, the
capital of Pakistan's Northwest
Frontier province people ran
from their homes and stood in
the street waiting for the tremor
to subside.

The epicentre of today's
quake was barely 100 kilome-
tres (60 miles) south of Rustaq.
It wasn't known if more damage
occurred to the region, however,
most ple in the area still
were living outdoors in mak-
eshift shelters.

Thapa survives

no-confidence

KATHMANDU, Feb 20:
Prime Minister Surya Bahadur
Thapa today defeated a no-con-
fidence motion ending the
month-long political crisis in
Nepal, parliamentary sources
said, reports AFP.

The opposition garnered 100
votes, three short of the total
necessary to oust the govern-
ment, the source said.

Khaleda

From page |

trated mainly on the two party
lawmakers’ Auinmg the gov-
ernment and on speculation
that more will follow.

Some BNP legislators, re-
portedly having contacts with
the government, asserted that
such speculations were totally
baseless and motivated and de-
signed to harm their image. All
of them reaffirmed that they
had absolute allegiance to the

arty and its chief Begum Zia.

th the rulin%part}f and a sec-

tion of the BNP men were
blamed for such 'propaganda’.

One such MP from Pabna
swore upon Allah while deny-
ing he report of his plan to join
tl":c lguv:nunln u::nt. is led to
clippings e meeting.

In reply, m Zia said she
had trust in her party law-
makers al}]d agﬂs-ed En not to
pay any heed to such propa-
ganda.

Emer from the meeting,
Mannan Bhuiyan told wai
newsmen that they discu
the latest socio-economic and
political situation in the coun-
t

I-J'r".l'i.i'l-dl«t approached, Begum
Zia told newsmen that they
would continue discussion in
liamentary y meetings.

he avoided a question if her

party would return to the House.

CHT judges

From page 1
tional deputy commissioner
(revenue) in each of the three
districts deals with civil dis-

The Divisional Commis-
sioner and the additional
deputy commissioners belon
to the BCS (admin) cadre ang
the Supreme Court as well as
the law ministry do not have
any administrative control
over them, the sources added.

of the CHT gear.-e
agreement on December 2 last
year has paved the way for the
government to appoint district

| and sessions judges there.
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