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Six awarded

Ekushey
Padak "98

The government yesterda

for thu :.gcgﬂﬂkuﬂhey ENB
e , Teports :

Six mpﬂ'ﬂﬂnﬂ have been nom-
inated for the padak for their
outstanding contribution in
their respective fields in the
national life.

The nominees are: Literature

o —

Ranesh Das Gupta
P Ehas Selmaina lour
man Elias us), Jour-
nalism — Rokonuzzaman Khan
and Abul Kashem Sandwip
( umous), Drama — Fer-

si Majumder and Music —
Mahabuba Rahman.

Each recipient will get Tk
m#ml a gd wﬂi and a cer-
tificate.

PM distributes
Ekushey
Padak '97

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
all to work for establishing the
honour and prestige of Bangla
in every sphere of life being im-
bued with the spirit of Ekushey,
report UNB.

Addressing the Ekushey
Padak '"97 distribution cere-
mony at the Osmani Memorial
Hall, Hasina : said althipu h
Bangla is the language of 250
million ple. but the 120 mil-
lion people of this country has

See Page 12 Col 6

HOLIDAY

| The offices of The Daily Star
will remain closed today on
the occasion of Shaheed Day.

Therefore, there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomor-
| row.

r— Inside ’lbday

Article

Ekushey's nation-

I building message
Education will
be the Greatest

Wealth Producer

in the 21st

Century
by Mahfuz Anam
Page 4

Supplements

Today's 20-page issue of
(The Dily St contains one
page supplement on
Dhaka International
Trade Fair '98 on Page 7
and an 8-page supple-
ment on Shaheed Day on
Pages 13-20

. --M?ﬁ-':’:ﬁ':l- ey

last night.

Ekushey back again

A grateful nation observes
Shaheed Dibash today.

People across the country
will pay homage to the martyrs
of the Language Movement and
take a ren vow to translate
their dreams into reality.

On this day in 1952, Salam,
Rafiq. Barkat. Jabbar and
many other brave sons of the
soil made supreme sacrifices
for giving Bangla the status of
state language of the then Pak-
istan and foil the attempt to
make Urdu the only state lan-

=5

n that historic day. stu-
dents were marching in a pro-
cession towards the then
Provincial assembly, housed in
the building that is now Jagan-

Ann

BAGHDAD, Feb 20: UN Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan ar-
rived in Iraq today in a visit
many see as a last-ditch at-
tempt to avert a US military
strike, reports AP.

Annan arrived in Baghdad,
where he will meet tomorrow
Iraqi officials, likely including
President Saddam Hussein.

His arrival followed a cau-
tion by an Iragl government
cleric that Annan should not
present a peace formula so un-
acceptable that it gives the
United States an excuse to
strike Iraq in the standoff over
weapons inspection.

‘We need words that will
meet all our demands.” a top
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President Shahabuddin Ahmed placing wreaths at the Central Shaheed Minar at 12:01

By Staff Correspondent

nath Hall of Dhaka University.
As they violated Section 144 to
demand the status of state lan-
guage for Bangla, the language
of the majority, police opened
fire on them.

Their sacrifices on "Mohan
Ekushey” (great February 21) ul-
timately led the Bengalee na-
tion to a greater movement for
self-determination which even-
tually culminated into Bang-
ladesh's indeEendtnc: throug
a nine-month bloody war in
1971,

The day's programmes began
with placing of wreaths at the
Central Shaheed Minar at one
minute past zero hour last night
by President Shahabuddin
Ahmed. He was followed by

overnment cleric, Sheik Abdul
atif Humaim, said in a na-
tionally televised sermon fol-
lowing Friday prayers.
Humaim did not elaborate,
but the Iraqis have often said
they want the United Nations to
respect its national sovereignty
and keep out of presidential
palaces while searching for
weapons of mass destruction.
But the United States and its al-

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 20:
The UN Security Council today
agreed to approve allowin

Iraq to more than double o1
exports to 5.3 billion dollars
every six months, AFP quoting
diplomats said.

— Star photo

L

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Immediately after, wreaths
were placed by Cabinet mem-
bers, Speaker, Dhaka Univer-
sity Vice Chancellor, DU Teach-
ers Association and Bhasha

“Sainiks (living Heroes of Lan-

guage Movement). Unlike in
previous years, the DU VC, who
is also the President of the
Dhaka University Central Stu-
dents Union (DUCSU) , did not
place wreaths along with other
office bearers of the DUCSU.
The VC said earlier that DUCSU
had "lost its eflectiveness as the
present committee of the stu-
dents body was elected eight
vears back".

Then came the throng of

See Page 12 Col 6

an-Saddam talks lik

= B R Bl - *

ites have demanded unfettered.
access and are planning puni-
tive military strikes on Iragq.

Annan arrived at Saddam
International Airport on the
outskirts of the Iragi capital
aboard a private plane. He was
greeted by Nizar Hamdoon,
Iraq's UN ambassador. and
other Iraqi officials.

Annan was scheduled to
meet with Iraq's deputy prime
minister and loreign minister
on Saturday.

In a related development, UN
weapons inspectors accompa-
nied a three-man team of car-
lographers to some presidential
sites today "with the full coop-
eration of Iraqi authorities.” a
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19 km rail track
being set up to
enable train
service thru’ JMB

By Staff Correspondent

Nineteen kilometres new
rail track is being set up in the
eastern and the western sec-
tions of Bangladesh Railway
(BR) so that passenger trains
also cross the Jamuna river
when the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge is opened for traffic, ac-
cording to official sources.

"The new rail track will en-
able train services through the
bridge when it will be opened
for traffic on June 23 this year",
said a source.

Of the 19-km new rail track,
five kilometres will be con-
structed over the bridge to ac-
commodate both broad gauge
and metre gauge trains, the
sources said. The BR authorities
have already pumped Tk 10
crore into the Jamuna Bridge
Division for laying the track
over the bridge.

A new railway station
named Ibrahimabad will be set
UP three km off the eastern end
of the Jamuna Bridge along the
Joydevpur alignment while the

See Page 12 Col 5
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Don't worry, says Khaleda

'Desertion by a few
won't harm BNP

By Nazmul Ashraf

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiya Sangsad and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia has
asked her party deputies not to
be worried and panicked at the
desertion of two party lawmak-
ers and the reported move for
fresh defection.

Begum Zia was presiding the
BNP Parliamentary Party
(BNPPP) I'I‘lﬂﬂﬁﬂ%]al the Sangsad
Bhaban last night.

The BNP chief was quoted by
meeting sources as saying:

+ Don't think about those who

have already defected..... Deser-
tion by a tew won't harm the
party. Many of us left to join the
government in the past but our
party suffered no loss.

In her brief speech, the Op-
position Leader also advised the
party lawmakers to remove
mistrust among themselves and
workK together for further

strengthening the party. "I
promise to reward your
performance in future as

ood
did

in the past”.

The BNPPP meeting began at
7:15 pm and was adjourned at
9:37 pm to resume at 6:30 pm on
February 28. The meet was
called against the backdrop of
BNP Ps Dr Mohammad
Alauddin and Hasibur Rahman
Swapan's joining the govern-
ment and widespread specula-
tion about more such incidents.

Begum Zia returned home
earlier on the day after an 11-
day visit to Saudi Arabia.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan opened
the discussion at the meet, also
addressed by Oli Ahmed, Ziaur
Rahman, Ziaul Haq Zia, Sham-
suzzaman Dudu, Dr Ehteshamul
Haq Nasim Biswas, Prof Rezaul
Karim, Rafiqul Islam Bakul and
Shamsuddin Ahmed. Eighty of
the: party's 113 MPs were
present at the meeting.

According to insiders, dis-
cussion at the meeting concen-

. Zia waving to party workers and supporters outside Zia
International Airport on her return from Saudi Arabia yesterday.

— Star photo
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450 Shantibahini
rebels lay down
arms tomorrow

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 20:
Four hundred and fifty more
Shantibahini guerillas led by
eneral secre of Parbattya

hattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) Major Tapas
Chakma will surrender their
arms on February 22 at
Dighirpar in Dhiginala thana
of the district.

Chief Whip and chairman of
the NCCH, Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah and minister Kalparanjan
Chakma, will be present at the
arms surrendering ceremony.

Top PCJSS leaders, includ-
ing Sudhasindhu Khisha and
Raktatpal Tripura have been
coordinating with the govern-
ment officials to stage the cer-
emony successfully.

The Shantibahini
have already

uerillas
thered at Ta-
balchhari and Shantala vil-
lages. They are expected to come
to the transit camp at Barad-
ham High School today.
Administration sources said
that all preparations have been

See Page 12 Col 5

Bangla Academy
official found

dead in his house

By Staff Correspondent

A deputy director of Elan%lla
Academy was found dead in his

residence at Elephant Road in
the city yesterday afternoon.

Dhanmandi police said the
body of Mosharraf Hossain was
recovered following his wife's
return to the house after three
days. The partially decomposed
body was lying on a bed.

The body was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue for autopsy.

Police and hospital sources
said there was no mark of in-
jury on Mosharraf's body.

Police declined to say any-
thing more before getting the
autopsy report.

Mosharraf's wife Shirin
Afroz Khanam along with their
daughter, Prokity, went to her

See Page 12 Col 4

ly today

senior UN official said.

The visit did not amount to
any concession by the Iraqis:
the official indicated that no
real inspection was done. "l
don't think we are trying to
pretend this solves the basic

dispute.” said the official.
speaking on condition of |
anonymity.

Still, this was the first time |

inspectors have entered presi-
dential compounds since the
dispute began last fall.

Annan said in Paris Thurs-
day he is carrying "certain pro-

als” that Saddam will hope-
ully accept and avoid a mili-
tary strike.

Subsidy to fabric

manufacturers
burden on govt

By Inam Ahmed

The export cash incentive
that the government introduced
four years ago for the fabric
manufacturers to encourage use
of local fabrics has been putting
strains on the national budget.

The cash incentive was in-
troduced in 1994 and under the
scheme, local fabric manufac-
turers %t 25 per cent subsidy for
their fabrics used by the export-
oriented apparel manufactur-
ers,

The system was introduced
basically to help the country's
fledgling textile sector grow to
the international standard.

The year the system was in-
troduced, it cost the government
about Tk 7.5 crore as subsidy
given to the fabric manufactur-
€rs.

But since then, the amount
has been going up steeply, fi-
nance ministry sources said.

"Last year, we had to give
about one hundred crore taka
as subsidy on this count’, said a
finance ministry official, "This
fiscal year, it had already ex-
ceeded Tk one hundred crore in
the first six months. Our esti-
mate is that this amount might
rise to as high as Tk 200 crore
by the year end.”

But much to the boon of the
fabric manufacturers, this has
been putting a strain on the
budget this year when the gov-
ernment’'s resource mobilisa-
tion is already under pressure,
sources said.

The finance ministry has al-

See Page 12 Col 4
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judges will be

Dist & sessions judges
in CHT dists soon

By Mizan Al

The government has decided
to appoint district and sessions

judges in the three districts of

the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT). enforcing Act No 16 of
the CHT Act 1989, official
sources said.

Judicial functions in these
districts have so long been
vested with the administration
under the CHT Regulation,
1900.

This decision was taken on
February 15 at a high level

meeting attended by representa-
tives from law ministry, home
ministry and special affairs
division of the Prime Minister's
secretariat. The meeting was
held at the conference room of
the law ministry.

The meeting decided that the
posted in those
three districts at the earliest,
the sources added.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has already instructed
the law ministry to take neces-
S steps to ensure functioning
of district courts in the CHT as
soon as possible, the sources
added

Earlier, the government had
taken a move in 1988 for post-
ing district and sessions judges
in all the three districts of the
CHT but it could not be done in
the absence of a peace agree-
ment with the tribal insurgents.

Necessary infrastructure
like court building and residen-
tial accommodation for the
judges in all the three districts
was constructed at that time at
a cost of Tk 15 crore.

At present the Divisional"
Co ssioner, Chittagong acts
as the sessions judge to dispose
of sessions cases and the addi-

See Page 12 Col 8
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