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BOI plans to set up
industrial parks

The Board of Investinent
(BO) is contermplating to set up
industrial parks in and around
the city, its executive chairman
Farooq Sobhan said yesterday,
reports UNB.

Foreign investors are more
interested in setting up their
industrial units in these areas
due to basic infrastructure sup-

ris. he said at a meeting with
the leaders of local chambers in
the city.

He said the BOI is also con-
sidering converting the S0Es
identified for privatisation and
the sick BSCIC units into indus-
trial parks.

“Ltilisation of BSCIC units
can now be modernised and
opened to the prospective in-
vestors," he added.

PM witnesses
BAF firing

exercise

RASULPUR ({Tangail}. Feb
19: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina witnessed a spectacular
demonstration by aircraft of
Bangladesh Air Force at the
BAF liring range here today, re-
ports LINB.

The demonstration called
“lire power” is an annual event
of the air lorce.

In the firing exercise. sec-
tions of F-7. A-Blll. FT-6, L-39,
AN-32 aircraft and MI-17 heli-
copters carried out live firing
with guns, rockets and bombs
over the targets.

The accurate marksmanship
of the BAF pilots drew sponta-
neous applause from the specta-
tors. Sections of BAF transport
aircratt alsoc paradropped
stores and equipment on the
targets after the firing.

The one-and-a-half-hour
demonstration was rounded off
with a spectacular low level
aerobatics carried out by L-
397A and F-7 aircraft which
kept the spellbound during the
IMAaTeuver.

The Prime Minister wearing
deep blue cap and jacket of BAF
showed Kkeen interest in the
demonstration. She inguired
about the events and praised the
skill and efficiency of the BAF
pilots.

On arrival at the firing range
by helicopter. the Prime Minis-
ter was recetved by Chiel of Air
Staff Air Vice Marshal Jamal
Uddin Ahmed.

Six BNP MPs
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and Swapan "joined the gov-
ernment compromising all es-
tablished morals and scruples.”

The MPs — Barrister Aminul
Huqg, Ziaul Huq Zia. Rezaul
Karim, A F M Nazinul Huda,
Abu Hena and Mizanur Rahman
Shinha — also prolested some
reports published recently in a
section of the Bengali news-
papers that hinted that they
would also desert the BNP. They
termed the reports as ‘baseless’
and called upon the people ‘not
to pay heed to such canards'.

The statement said that the
joining of the BNP parliamen-
tarians in the government has
beenn manoeuvred jointly by the
Intelligence agency of a foreign
country as well as by some gov-
ernment officials and agencies.
The two lawmakers had shat-
tered the aspiration of people in
general and their respective
electorate in particular, the
statement added,

The chamber leaders asked
the BOI to work for local in-
vestors alongside foreign in-
vestors. The government should
give BOI the full authority to
work independently, they said,

They called for identifying
various Kinds of bottlenecks
and removing those. The BOI
will have to sort out the prob-
lems first and then launch in-
vestment campaign, they added.

The chamber leaders em-
phasised the need for incorpo-
rating private sector represen-
tation in the BOIl's one-stop-
service to make it more useful.

They also laid emphasis on
develnFing entrepreneurship an
identilying new areas of in-
vestment.

Faroog Sobhan said BOI is
pursuing various strategies, in-
cluding ascertaining the rate of
return on investment [RRI) and
making specific [sector wise)
project profile to promote and
maobilise foreign investment.

"RRI is very essential infor-
mation lor investment deci-
sion.” he said, adding that re-
search and analysis depart-
ment will be strengthened for
monitoring and evaluation ex-
ercise,

“If we can prepare project
Eruﬁle directory, investlors will

¢ able to take decision on their
part,” he said.

MCC] President Liala R
Kabir, DCCI President R Mak-
sud Khan, BCCl president
Sharif M Afzal Hossain. Am-
Cham President Forrest E
Cookson, FICCI President AKM
Shamsuddin Ahmed, [CC (Ba-
ngladesh] Executive Board me-
mber ASM Quasem and FBCCI
Secretary Sayed Jamaluddin
atterided the meeting.

Khaleda
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formed.

BNFP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyvan told
newsmen Wednesday that the
governmerit's on-going move to
snatch his party lawmakers
would not block their way back
to the parliament,

As a primary step. BNP has
reportedly prepared a list of
somme lwelve MPs who were vo-
cal against the boycott and is
rreatin;i pressure on them not
lo swallow the government of-
fers. Some of the ‘suspected’
MPs were learnt to be untraced.

The government attempts to
'snatch’ some more BNP law-
makers may succeed in a couple
of days. said ruling party
SOUICES.

On Wednesday, Begum Zia
was quoted as telling her party's
top leaders over telephone from
Saudi Arabia thal desertion by
a lew opportunists would not
harm her party. "It is very usual
that some people will come to
the party and quit it. This will
never briiig dny loss lor the
party”. she reportedly com-
mented.

The BNP chiel also advised
her party colleagues not to lose
morale at such happenings and
to guard against the govern-
nienl “attempt” to create confu-
sion and mistrust among the
party rank and file through
spreading falsehood about fresh
delection.

Mannan Bhuivan also made
sitmilar commments, "Those were
weeds in the parti.r .. . clearance
of weeds would help the party
grow further”, he told reporters
on Wednesday.
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eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan addressing a discussion meeting at the

.....

Ramna Batmul in the city vesterday. The meeting was organised as part of the party's

Ekushey programme.
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KNM goes into 1 IntenSLfy movement to
resist alien culture : BNP

production of
whiteprint

From Staft Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 19: Khulna
Newsprint Mill has gone into
production of ‘whiteprint’ on
experimental basis.

At the initial stage, the mill
has produced 49 metric tonnes
of whiteprint till February 17,
said a reliable source,

Of this, 28 metric tonnes
have been sold at the rate ol
Taka 25.500 per tonne. the
source added.

JS session
From page ]

SE‘E]{H]F establishment of a pa-
per mill in Naogaon,

Speaking on the resolution,
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed gave a dismal picture of
the existing four newspaper
mulls in the country,

He blamed the wrong pohcy
pursued hy the past govern-
mernts that rendered the news-
paper mills sick. He said the
present government took up
remedial measures. Khulna
Newsprint Mills has now im-
proved the guality of its prod-
ucts and the newspapers have
started buying newsprint again
from there, he said.

The minister told the mem-
ber that setting up of a paper
mill in Naogaon will be consid-
ered when adeqguale raw mate-
rials including gas are ensured
to make the project viable.

On his assurance, Begum
Hag withdrew her resolution,

Another resolution was
moved by Mustafizur Rahman
demanding a technical training
centre in Sandwip. He later
withdrew the motion following
assurance by State Minister for
Youth and Cultural Affairs that
setting up of a non-residential
technical centre there will be
considered.

Central Jail

From page 1
Minister last year.

The other decisions taken at
the meeting and still under ac-
live consideration of the gov-
ernment included. increasing
the number of kitchens, inter-
view rooms and prison staff in

" various jails,

Al present, there is only one
kitchen for about 6000 prison-
ers in Dhaka Central Jail and
about 300 prisoners meet their
relatives through only 10 inter-
view rooms everyday,

A decision to increase the
number of kitchens on the basis
of one kitchen per five hundred
prisoners is under way, sources
said, adding that the authorities
were also planning to increase
the number of interview rooms
for both convicts and under-
trial prisoners. :

BNP Secretary General Al
dul Mannan Bhuiyan vesterday
called upon the people to inten-
sily the ongoing anti-govern-
menlt movement 1o resist ahen
culture. imbued with the spirit
ol EKushey. reports UNB.

Addressing a discussion
meeting at the cilys Ramna
Batamool, he said the language
movement was launched
against the Pakistani rulers 1o
protect our own culture from
the aggression of alien ones.

"But our own culture and
heritage are now at stake due to
cultural aggression of our
neighbouring country as the
ruling party is pursuing a sub
servient foreign policy,” the
BNP leader alleged,

Ekushey Observance Con-
mittee of BNP organised the
discussion as part ol ils three-
day programine. marking the
historic 21st February.

He said Bangladesh was not
emerged as an independent na-
tion for distortion of its owil
history or becoming dependent
oIl olhers,

The BNP Secretarv Gernieral
also accused the govenment of
using police against its political

opponents for ramsing vowce
aainst its undemiooratie actnd:
Ties

There have heen teports
that the govertunient s also try-
g to curb freedom of press
througl secret threats, he told
the mecting

Earlier. a procession of
Jativatabadi f'rTUI'IIIH Dal, led by
Khurshid Jahan Haqg. MP, ElIl(i,
Khaja Ahasanullah, from the
party central office joined the
rally parading the several city
streets. '

Presided over by Dr Khan-
daker Mosharral Hossain, the
rally was addressed. amonpg
others, by M K Anwar, Khurshad
Jaban Hag Ehsanul Kabir, Maj
irtd). Hahiznddin Ahmed andl
Rezabuddowla Chowdhury,

Earlier. the BNP Secretary
Greneral attended the founding
anuversary tutietion of Jatiy-
atabadi Tanti:Dal at its central
office.

Speaking on the occasion, he
saitd the local weaving tactories
texttle and garments industries
dre now on the verge of collapse
due to wrong economic and -
dustrial policy of the povern-
et

¢_

relhief workers
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tary strikes f Saddam does not
relent and allow inspectors
complete access to presidential
compounds suspected as
weapons siles. Irag has put the
sites ofl limits as symbols of
national sovereignty.

As part of the US buildup in
the region. 250 infantry sol-
diers from Fort Stewart, Geor-
gia, arrnived at Kuwait Airport
today. They are part of a con-
tingent of 3,000 infantry troops
who received orders lasl week to
join the LS force of 25000 al-
ready in the Gulf repion.

Washingilon. meanwhile,
seemed to inch closer toward
alr strikes, sending its foreign

olicy team to America s

eartland to lobby for military
action and saying there was lit-
tle hope for a diplomatic solu-
lion.

Before US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright could make
her opening statements,
protesters disrupted the meet-
ing at Ohio State University as
it was broadcast live on the
CNN network.

Ordinary Iragis could not
see the broadcast, but two work-
ers at the Iraqi press centre
where the network can be
viewed interpreted the jeering
as a sign ol widespread dis-
agreement over the US position.

The three-man UN team
mapping lIraq's presidential
palaces at the centre of the dis-
pute finished its work Wednes-
day, Al-Thawra, the official
newspaper of the ruling Baath

, Party, said today.

However. the arms inspec-
tors would seei to lace a large

joty i searchung the compounds

sice they contain more than
SO0 builldimgs: ancluding
palaces, government offices.
villias, warehouses and other
structiures,

Irag's  state-controlled
newspapers today kept up their
criticisin of the United States,
with the daily Al-Qadissiva
saving "the American position
is starting 1o get further and
further from other countries'
slances.

Even the British stance has
changed, as was seen clearly in
the [statement by) Foreign Sec-
retary Robin Cook. who said
that it 15 wise Lo get a UUN autho-
rization for the use of force.’
said the paper.

3 electrocuted

From page 1
and Moni, 16, were adinitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

The incident happened when
Halirma with her child and two
daughters went to hang wet
clothes on an electric wire at
Korail slum at about 1.30 pm.

Chan Mia rushed to Halima
and her daughters when they
cried out for help. Eventually
all of them died on the spot.

The bodies of the three were
sent lo DMCH morgue for au-
topsy. An unnatural death case
was lodged with Gulshan thana
in this regard,

Amar Ekushey programmes

From page 1

taken up an unprecedented se-
curily measures (o ensure a
congenial atmosphere in and
around the Central Shaheed
Minar where people from all
walks of life will throng to pay
homage to the martyrs of the
historic Language Movement on
the day.

Like previous years, there
will be only one entrance at the
memorial plague and another
way for exit.

The DU authorities have im-
posed a ban on holding of all
sorts of rallies and processions
in the area.

Meanwhile, the new murals
on the wall in front of Bangla
Academy will be inaugurated at
11 am today.

Gaziul Haque, a hero of the
Language Movement, will inau-

urate the mural depicting the

erolc struggle of Language
Movement and the Liberation
War. Poet Shamsur Rahman,
the president of Bangla
Academy, will preside over the
inaugural function.

To observe the Shaheed Day,
different socio-cultural and po-
litical organisations have
drawn up elaborate pro-

| grammes,

Awami League has drawn up
elaborate programmes to ob-
serve the day.

The programmes includes
hoisting of national and part
flags at half-mast and lglat:
flags atop the party's central of-
fice, branch -UH]EES and Banga-
bandhu Bhaban.

The party members will
wear black badges and join the
Ekushey rally.

The rally will start at 7 am
from the South Gate of New
Market.

The three-day programmes
of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) began yesterday at
the Ramna Batamul with a dis-
cussion meeting and cultural
function. A poster exhibition
will be held today at the same
venue at 3:30 pm.

On the Shaheed Day, na-
tional and party flags will be
hoisted at half-mast and black
flag atop the party central of-
fice of BNP. The party activists
will brought out an Ekush
rally from in front of the Bal-
aka Cinema near New Market
at 6 am on the day.

A discussion meeting will
also be held at the Ramna
Batamul at 3:30 pm which will
be followed by a cultural func-

Liorn.

As part of ils three-week
programime, Bangla Academy
will hold a poetry recitation
session on the academy
premises at 7:30 am tomorrow.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. Bangladesh Shishu
Academy, Nazrul Academy
have also chalked out separate
programines.

angladesh Udichi Shilpa
Gosthi will accord a reception
to the heroes of the Language
Movement at 6 pm at the Shi-
heed Minar premises lomorrow.

The heroes who would be ac-
corded reception are Abdul
Gaflar Chowdhury, Imdad Hos-
sairn., Srimoti Usha Bepari,
Nizamul Haque and M R Akter
Mukul. A cultural function will
also be held there.

Padatik Natya Sangsad will
organise a day-long pro-

ammes at the Bakultala of the

ne Arts Institute of the Dhaka
University. The programmes
include patriotic songs, poetry
recitation, dance and streel
dramas.

Bulbul Lalitkala Academy
has taken up a two-day pro-
gramme which include a dis-

cussion meeting and a dance
drama.

Foreign wage
earners’

demands
By Staff Correspondent

An organisation of foreign
wage earncrs yesterday urged
the government to take neces-
sary steps for rehabilitation of
those Bangladeshi workers
abroad who might lose jobs due
lo recent economic slowdown in
South-East Asian countries,

Bangladesh Overseas Intel-
lectuals and Community Group
(BOICG), an organisation of
HBangladeshis working in Saudi
Arabla, at a press conference in
the city yesterday also put for-
ward various concerns of for-
eign wage earners for consider-
ation of the government.

BOICG president Dr Md Ab-
dur Rahman placed a seven-
point charter of demands. The
demands include: issuance of
wage earners unit certificates’

i and shares through 'wage eamn-

ers mutual fund’, provision for
a 20 per cent quota in the gov-
ernment allotted housing lands
for wage earners, and quota for
the wards of wage earners in the
educational institutions.

2 killed as train
hits truck on
level-crossing

JESSORE, Feb 19 Two peo-
ple were killed and two utﬁ;rs
imjured critically when a train
hit a truck near Panchkabar in
Abhavnagar thana today, re-
pourts LIND.

Police said the accident oc-
curred when the Syedpur-bound
Rupsha Express hit the truck on
a level-crossing in the area.

The driver of the truck died
on the spot. Another dead was
identilied as Ehas, 30,

Mahbub, 30
—wert serit Lo

The myured
and Abxlus Sabur
Khulna Hospital,

SMC incident

From page 1

of the 170 employees opted tor
it; 5o they have locked out the
company, alleged Mohammad
Abdul Galur, General Secretary
of the Sramik Karmachari
Limon.

SMC is the world s largest
private sector social marketing
coimpany. It meets 65 per cent of
the country's demand for con-
doms. 20 per cent demand for

. contraceptive pills and sells
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about 55 million packets of Or-
saline annually at a subsidised
price,

“Foreign donors give us the
materials free and we should
sell those at a minimal price.
But prices fixed by the company
is at least 50 per cent exagger-
ated).” alleged Gafur,

When asked how long the
stock of contraceptives and Or-
saline may last at the vendors
leve]l. the leaders replied that it
may last for two months with
the company currently remain-
ing shut,

The union leaders alleged
that the SMC's management
was sacking dedicated employ-
ees and was replacing them
with their relatives. "You see
there are at least two close rela-
tives of the Managing Director
inn the Board of Directors.” said
Cafur,

Farida Yasmin., Vice Presi-
dent of the union said that six
of the union leaders who were
on ball were facing harassment
and threat from mastans and
police.

“Two persons came to my
house yesterday in my absence
and threau‘:nermy children of
dire consequences if 1 get in-
volved in any union activity."
Yasmin claimed.

She alleged that police were
refusing to accept any case or
even general diary.

The union leaders demanded
immediate release of Moshar-
raf Hossain, President of the
union who was arrested on
February 12.

When asked about their next
course of action they said. on
February 20 all the union
members will participate in a
¥y€s-no vote on action pro-
granune. "Only after the vote we

will be able to launch a move-
ment,” said Gafur.

They urged the government
to immediately intervene to
bring the company back to op-
eration in the greater interest of
Lhe nation.

None of the SMC officials
could be reached for comment.

e

3119 docs to be appointed

thru' PSbes

Some 3.119 doctors will
appointed through Public Ser-
vice Commission (PSC) shortly,
Health Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf told parliament yester-
day. reports UNB.

Replying to a supplementary
of Abul Kalam Azad (AL-Ja-
malpur). he said already 1.024
doctors have been appointed in
different hospitals.

The Health Minister said a
proposal for appointing the new
doctors has been sent to the Fi-
nance Ministry. After receiving
the Ministry's approval, new
doctors will be given appoint-
ment as early as possible.

In reply to Abdur Rashid
Sarker (JP-Gaibandha). Yusuf
admitted that there are some

Fire at garments
factory in EPZ

By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out at a gar-
ments factory in the Export
Processing Zone (EPZ] in Savar
last night.

Savar police said the fire
broke out on the third floor of

the six-storey building ot Young

%Ore Ltd, a Korean sports weat

darments, at about 8 pm.

The origin of the fire could
not be known immediately. No
casualty, however, was reported
till filing of this report.

Four firefighting units [rom
Dhaka rushed to the spot and
extinguished the blaze after one
hour.

The extent of damage could
not be ascertained immediately.

Student dies

From page 1
rickshaw, in which Manik and
his sister Kulsum were return-
g home alter drawing Tk 20
thousand from a bank. near
their house at about 11 am on
February 9, police said,

Brandishing sharp weapons
the muggers asked them to give
money. As Manik declined 1o do
s0. Lthey stabbed him in his ab-
dlomen and fled away with the
riotiey.

Marnik was rushed to DMCH
where he succumbed to his in-
{Llrlt‘.‘: yvesterday morning. The
ody was sent to DMCH morgue
lar autopsy

However, none was arrested
till tilling of this report last
night. A case was lodged with
Mohammadpur thana in this
regard.

BOT basis

From page |

vested capital along with inter-
ests and a reasonable amount of
protit before the project is
transferred to the government.

“Such private sector partici-
pation 1s expected to encourage
additional financial, technical
and managerial resources,
greater efficiency and expertise
besides quicker implementa-
tion of projects in the field of
road infrastructure develop-
ment. This will result in a sub-
stantial reduction of financial
and administrative pressure on
the part of the government’, an
official hoped.

Charges for road use and
rents from auxiliary services
associated with the projects
will be the principal sources of
revenue for the repayment ot
the investment and profit,

An attractive package will be
oftered by the government to
ensure that individual projects
are made financially viable and
adequate support is provided to
the entrepreneurs for the BOT
mechanism, officials said.

Vacate seat

From page 1
ter reached the Speaker's office

at around 10 in the morming.
Dr Alauddin joined the gov-

ernment as State Minister for
Water Resources on Tuesday.

BNP expelled him hours before
the swearing-in ceremony.

Earlier. BNP leader and
Chief Whip of the Oppaosition
Khandakar Delwar Hossain
wrote a similar letter to the
Speaker demanding vacation of
seat of another party law-
maker, Hasibur Rahman Swa-
pan who was appointed Deputy
Minister for Industries on
February 9. Swapan was also
exFelled from the party hours
before his becoming the deputy
minister.

Both the BNP letters are now
under legal examinations at the

| Speaker's office.

rice

oon, JS told

mismanagements in the Thana
Health Complexes.

He assured the House that
disciplinary action would be
taken against the doctors who
are willfully irregular at the
government hospitals, mainly
the thana health complexes and
district hospitals.

Responding to Srimati
Bharati Nandy., the minister
said the government has a plan
to u)Egradf 31-bed hospitals to
20 beds in phases.

Replying to Kazi Sekandar
Ali (AL-Khulna), he said the
government has no plan to con-
stitute a Health Commission.

Parity in
promotions

demanded

By Special Correspondent

The Committee to Realise
Demands for Removal of Dis-
parity in Pay, a meeting at AG
Bhaban yesterday expressing
concern at the reported pro-
posal to keep 80 per cent of
promotions at higher posts in
administration for BCS
(administration cadres).

The Committee comprises 15
cadres.

In a press release the Com-
mittee said they are deeply con-
cerned at the news that propos-
als have been forwarded for ap-
Prﬂval of the Prime Minister to
ill only 20 per cent of vacan-
cies at the levels of deputy secre-
tary, []mnt-secrctar_',r and addi-
lional secretary with 28 other
cadres only.

The meeting, chaired by
Mesbahuddin Ahmed, opined
that such disparity would be
against all principles of justice
and inconsistent with the gov-
ernment's policy to bring dy-
namism in the administration,

APTECH

From page 1
“To achieve that poal we
have also prepared a compre-

hensive computer training
course,” she noted,
Abdullah Abu Sayeed

thanked the company for in-
troducing computer training in
Bangla language because it will
be very helpful to those who are
riot much familiar with foreign
language. '

Dr Abdus Sobhan urged the
government to implement the
recommendations prepared by
Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury for
overall development of com-
puter industry in the country.

Rizwan Bin Farouque em-
phasised computerisation in all
government olfices and organi-
sations for better work and de-
velopment of human resources.

ALPP meet

From page |

it clear to us today that this is
not the end of everything as our
government has got over three
more years to govern in the cur-
rent spell. There is a long queue
and we have to wait in pa-
tience."

The ALPP meeting was a

very brief one, lasting only 20

minutes. Other than the Prime
Minister. Food and Agriculture
Minister, the Chief Whip and
one MP spoke.

Both the Prime Minister and
Food Minister spoke about the
current rice price situation in
the country. Sheikh Hasina
said that OMS [open market
sale] programme was on and
was being imported

through public and private sec-
tors. Besides, a 2.5 per cent de-

velopment tax on rice import
has n withdrawn,. mentioned
Hasina.

Food Minister Begum Motia
Chowdhury informed the AL
lawmakers that dealers would
be appointed soon to extend the
current OMS programime up to
union level. She said that OMS
rice would be made available
twice a week at union level.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-

dullah briefed the ALPP meet-
ing about the current session of

parliament, which has been ad-

journed till March 1. Sources

told The Daily Star that after
resumption, the current session
may be prolonged.

An AL lawmaker proposed
that the parliament session be
held in the afternoon instead of
morning hours to solve that

guoruin problem.

The Prime Minister however
rejected the idea and asked all

party MPs to attend the House
in time.
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