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10 trafficked boys finally)

return home

Magbul has forgotten his
mother tongue. He now speaks
Hindi.

When he was asked his
name, he responded promptly,
"Mera nam Magqgbul, ghar
(house) Bangladesh, Malibagh
Bazar”. He said his father's
name is Tozzamel.

Magbul was among ten chil-
dren who were brought back
from Delhi yesterday evening.
They had been taken there to be
sent to Dubai for use as camel
jockeys.

The children arrived by a
British Airways flight. They
have all forgotten Bangla and
now speak Hindi like Maqbul.
They could say their father's
name and the names of their
villages but Advocate Salma Ali
of Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers Association (BNWLA)
which took the initiative to
bring them back said, "We can
not rely on their statements be-
cause they had been trained
months ago by the child traf-
fickers". '

"The child traffickers kept
them with some men and
women to familiarise them be-
fore sending to Dubai or any
other Arabian country for use
as camel jockey" Salma said.

By Rafiq Hasan

The children were arrested
by Delhi police in September
last year along with a group of
27 men and women on suspi-
cion of child trafficking.

The children were kept in a
statee run children's home
named Prayas Observation
Home in Delhi. The men and
women were sent to Jail. The
BNWLA could recover 10 out of
total 16 children arrested at
that time. The rest six children
remained with their fake moth-
ers.

After the news was published
in newspapers, Advocate Salma
Ali, Executive Director of
Bangladesh Jatiya Mahila Ain-
jibi Samity took the initiative
to bring them back with the
help of P — a non-govern-
mental organisation in Delhi
which works for stopping traf-
ficking and oppression of chil-
dren in India.

Roma Debabharata, con-
venor of STOP also came with
the group. Talking to The Daily
Star she said that they could
release them after tremendous
efforts by her organisation and
the Bangladesh High Commis-
sion in Delhi. "It took almost
two months to get a permission
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ty vesterday.

Alauddin, Hasibur join JS

From page 1

cal standard in politics.”

Hasibur and Alauddin who
were elected to parliament on
BNP tickets in the last general
elections were made Deputy
Minister and State Minister by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on February 9 and 17 respec-

tivg[l_g.

ey have been expelled by

the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party, the main opposition in

Eg.l'liﬂﬂlﬁ'lll_ which has been
ycotting the Sangsad sessions

since August 30 last year.

Dr Alauddin and Hasibur en-
tered the House, escorted by
Awami League whips Abdus
Shahid and Mujibul Hug, at
12:25 pm. The ministers ({’IH‘U’E
been allotted new seats in the
second last row of the Sangsad
floor.

As soon as the newly-ap-
pointed ministers entered the
House, Deputy Leader of the
House Zillur Rahman, wh~ .,
also the General Secretary of
the ruling Awami [e-gue and
Minister for Local Govern-
ments and Rurs! Development
(LGRD), took the floor to wel-
come them.

1 welcome the BNP legisla-
tors who lLiave joined the gov-
ernr.ent of national consensus,
responding to the call of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina," Zil-
lur said, claiming that the con-
et of the government of na-
tional consensus, introduced by
the Prime Minister, has alread
been appreciated at home ang
abroad,

The AL and JP members
glx_;ected the new ministers by
thumping their desks.

Later, JP Whip Fazle Rabbi
took the floor, on a point of or-
der, to draw the attention of the
Chair on the seats allotted to
the newly appointed ministers.
"l welcome the BNP legislators
for joining the government of
national consensus and hope
that the newly appointed min-
isters would utilise their talents
for the welfare of the people.”

Questioning the ‘ethical
standard' involved in appoint-
ing members from an oppasi-
tion party. the JP Whip, how-
ever, said: "Appointing minis-

ters from other parties would
nol create a good precedence.
There should be a minimum
ethical standard in politics,
and when it comes to a tradi-
tional political party like the
Awami League, it is only ex-
])EEtE:ﬂ that it would show a
ligher level of ethical stan-

dard.” He called upon "all con-
cerned to maimain minimum

ethical standard in politics."

The JP legislator said that
the "BNP members who have de-
fected the party and taken oath
as ministers may not lose their
San%sad membership on tech-
nical interpretation of the con-
stitutional provision -~on-
cerned. But in my view, the ir-
cident have at least slightly af-
fected Article 70 of the Consti-
tution.”

Fazle Rabbi then expressed
surprise over the location of the
seats 2 l..ted to the new minis-
‘ers, said: "They should have
been gilven seats along with
other members of the council of
ministers."

He also criticised BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan for his recent remark
on Hasibur Rahman that Hasi-
burp“was a third class MP of the
BNP."

Housewife

From page 1

step-mother.
e step-mother, reportedly
a former police constable,
wanted the girl to marry an-
other man, a youngster of the
locality. The woman and her
husband used to reside with her
step-mother at Merul Badda
since they got married about
five years k.
But her husband, a member
of the Ansar force, was often

threatened by a gang of local -

hoodlums. Recently, the gang
forced the husband to leave the
area.

The woman was also beaten
uEﬂl while in confinement,
DMCH sources said.

However, Gulshan police
said they did not receive an
complaint in connection wit
the incident till last night.
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from the court to meet the chil-
dren and identify that they were
from B esh.”

"When | first met them, they
could speak some a. But
they later forgot their lan-
guage,” Roma said.

Ali said the children
will be kept at a private chil-
dren's home at Gazipur before
handing them over to their par-
ents.

The BNWLA also brought
back a women named Rehana
Parveen (18) along with a three
month old child.

Parveen told this co -
dent that her husband, ul
Latif, took her to Delhi and sold
her to a trafficker.

Parveen hailed from Pang-
sha village under Faridpur dis-
trict. She was married to Latif
of Nababganj, Dhaka, two years
back.

She came back after spend-
ing one and a half years in Ti-
har Jail. Roma took the initia-
tive to release her at the request
of Salma Ali. By this time,
Parveen gave birth to a girl. The
little girl, Sadia Sultana Turin,
was in the lap of Parveen when
she talked to this correspondent
at the BNWLA office last night.
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British diplomat’s
body flown

to London

By Staff Correspondent

The body of British Diplo-
mat Dr Richard Moorehead was
flown to London by a British
Airways flight last night,

The coffin was accompanied
by his wife, Susanna Moore-
head, and their two children,
official sources said.

Dr Moorehead, 46, a first
secretary of British High Com-
mission in Dhaka, was found
dead in his city's Gulshan resi-
dence on Monday morning. Po-
lice suspected that the diplomat
committed suicide.

Meanwhile, the high com-
mission arranged a private
memorial service for Dr
Moorehead at the garden of
British High Commission yes-
terday afternoon. Members of
the mission, British Council
and british aided NGOs at-
tended th= service.

Dr Moorehead joined as so-

‘cial development advisor at the

Aid Management Office in
Dhaka in February last year.

Repatriation of
tribal refugees
resumes today

From Our Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 18:
Repatriation of tribal refugees
from Tripura state of India will
resumed tomorrow, through
Tabalchhari border point.

A total of 1184 refugees be-
longing to 194 families are
scheduled to return home to-
morrow from Takumbari

camp.

e repatriation process
will continue for the next seven
days and 7486 refugees of 1279
families are scheduled to return
home from Takumbari refugee
camp through the same er
point.

In the six phases of repatria-
tion earlier, 29057 refugees of
5358 families returned home.

From page |

BNP lawmaker Dr Alauddin,
who took oath as state minister
for water resources just two
days back, also told journalists
yesterday that one or two more
were "in the process”, ;

High prices of rice, law and
order situation and the on-go-
ing process of arms surrender
by Shantibahinimen may also

k come up for discussion, sources
said.
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CHT accord

JP lawmakers
blame govt for
bypassing JS

By Staff Correspondent

Treasury Bench lawmakers
yesterday praised the govern-
ment for the peace ac-
cord putunhf an end to insur-

e in C ng Hill Tracts
C while a Jatiya Party MP
blamed it for 'bypassing’' the
parliament in major decision-
making process.

Three ruling party
one from JP yesterday took part
in discussion on the thanks-
giving motion on presidential
address in the House. Thar are
Abdul Kader i, ABM Ab-
dul Kashem and Haji Selim of
Awami e and Noor Mo-
hammad Mondal of Jatiya

PartK)ar.
der Siddiqi was full of ap-
preciation for the CHT peace ac-
cord. He thanked Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina for not re-
sponding to a for hold-
ing roundtable meeting on the
peace accord. This would have
meantdlgnnring the Jatiya
e lauded creation of a tribal
affairs minia:ay proposed in
the CHT accord and suggested
creation of a ministry
dom fighters. Referring to the
Tk 50, cash awarded for
each member of Shantibahini
on surrender of arms, the
party lawmaker said that suc
cash awards could also be con-
sidered for freedom fighters.

Kader Siddiqi also de-
manded obituary reference on
72 freedom ters who em-
braced martyrdom by protest-
ing the ki of Ban??iandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
1975.

He was criti¢al of BNP poli-
tics saying that "to protest dis-
mantling of a bridge. BNP calls
hartal but it does not go for
movement when rice prices go

up.
Two other AL lawmakers
also praised the t for
the peace accord. They congrat-
ulated the President for cover-
ing every aspect of development
in the country in his address.
JP member Noor Md Mon-
dal, however, held the govern-
ment responsible for making
the parliament ineffective and
said. "the government takes all
decisions on its own bypassing
the Jatiya Sangsad.” In this re-
gard, he referred to the Ganges
water treaty. CHT peace accord
and gave a few other examples.

Kibna tflls E
Guidelines to

restrict trade
union activities

in banks soon

Finance Minister Shah A M

S Kibria rsh:rda}r said in Par-

liament that the government is

formulating guidelines to re-

strict trade union activities in
banks, reports UNB.

Latif

chlyinsg to Abdul
Mirza (AL-Sirajganj) during the
e said a num-

question hour,
ber of measures have already
been taken to improve the
banking system as well as the
overall bank management.
The Finance Minister said
the Empnscd self-employment
bank will start functioning
soon to give loans to the unem-
ployed youths in income-gen-

erating projects.
lementary,

In reply to a su
he said the Bangladesh Com-
merce Bank Ltd (former BCI Ltd)

is likely to operate from this
month.
aging Board of the

or free-

The Man
bank has been formed with Prof
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury of
Dhaka University as Chair-
man.

In reply to another question,
Hibriarq;aid more ll?an 100
money changers' licences were
issued and the number would go

up.

He, however, said the money
changers will not be allowed to
do banking functions.

_Minﬂr Eirl rape case

Main accused records

confessional statement
at CMM’s court

By DMC Correspondent

The main accused in the
case of a nine-year-old girl
the city's Kawranbazar area
Thursda it recorded a con-
fessional statement at the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court

y.

The investigating officer, SI
Md Ali, said Nantu, about
22, in his statement under
Section 164 of the Penal Code

ve a vivid description of the
ncident, confess his in-
volvement and that of three
others.

rnpedﬂle:ru'
g g
house at about 8 pm on Thurs-

ﬁuuu so far arrested three
FIR named accused Mcludl%

Nantu. Tejgaon police were
the

e
other of the gang

| tified as Dulal.
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ermmment has taken steps for the
development of armed forces
along with socio-economic de-
velopment of the country, re-
ports UNB.

"We have taken steps for the
expansion, development and
modemisation of the Navy like
the Army and Air Force,” she
said while' addressing a func-
tion marking the commission-
ing of BNS Madhumati at
Sadarghat BIWTA jetty in the
morning.

BNS Madhumati, a maritime
surveillance and coastal patrol
craft of Bangladesh Navy, has
been named after river Madhu-
mati which flows near Tungi-
para in Gopalganj district.

This coastal patrol craft,
built-in the Republic of Korea,
will be used for training, anti-
smuggling and anti-piracy op-
eration, and protection of fish
resources as well as oil and gas
rigs in the Bay of Bengal.

The Prime Minister said
necessary formalities to pro-
cure a frigate for the Bangla-
desh Navy has been completed.
The [rigate will be added to the
naval [leet soon.

“"We are sincerely trying to
buy maritine patrol aircraft
and helicopter for the Navy.”
she said, adding that the pro-
cess is underway for procuring
modern equipment and vessels

for the navy to increase its ac-
tivities.

She said some other devel-
opment projects for navy are
under active consideration of
the government. "We are
to strengthen our navy despite
the resource constraint.”

Hasina said the navy
important

has an
responsibility in
utilising the sea for the eco-
nomic development of a devel-
npinﬁ country like Bangladesh.

She said apart from the fish
resources, the Bay of Prngal has
a good reserve of gas ..nd there
are prospects of oil and other
mineral resources in the Bay.

Also, there is a good oppor-
tunity for effectively using the
maritime routes for communi-
cation and transportation in
the situation of world trade, the
Prime Minister said.

"S0. a strong, modern and
skilled navy is indispensable to
ensure the security of our mar-
itime boundary and to conserve
and collect the resources of ex-
chusive economic zone (EEZ)."

Later. the Prime Minister
handed over the Commission-
ing 'Farman' to the command-
ing officer of BNS Madhumati,
Commander Mohammad M A
Talukder. It was followed by
hoisting of the commissioning
pendant, BN colour and the
Prime Minister's standard atop
the mast of the ship.
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of the current fiscal year (July-
December 1997) stood at
855.31 crore compared to Tk
1134 .65 crore during the same
period previous year.

In a written reply Kibria in-
formed Master Mujibur Rah-
man (AL-Shariatpur) that
1,42,567 people have submitted
the income tax return under the
self-assessment system during
the current fiscal year.

The minister replied in the
affirmative when asked it legal
action was taken against own-
ers of house and car and those
having a minimum annual in-
come of Tk 60,000, but not
submitted the income tax re-
turn.

He said the field level rev-
enue officials have been collect-
ing information from the mu-
nicipalities and BRTA about the
owners of house and car and
have taxable income. On the
basis of such information, the
individuals were being re-
quested to submit their income
tax return. Notices were also be-
ing served upon the defaulters
under the income tax rules.

Rtﬂl‘)rlng to another ques-
tion, Kibria said the Govern-
ment has asked the banks con-
cerned to take all steps, includ-
ing legal action, against loan
defaulters.

The Finance Minister said
task forces have been set up in

BNPPP

: From page 1
national Airport at 10 am on
Friday. The mcetlnq of BNP

been

Goavened at 5:40 pin tag s

Deputy leader of thé opposi-
tion in parliament Dr A Q M
Badrud Chowdh has re-
quested all the party MPs to at-
tend the meeting at the opposi-
tion's conference room in the

Bhaban.
egum Zia, who is also
leader of the tion in Par-
Ha?hcnt. Lrllalt Sualt_udl Ar:}:lin
as the est of King Fahd
Bin Awﬂ %uﬂz. Durir%g her
week- visit, she performed
Umrah at Makkah and offered
fateha at the Rawja Mubarak of
Pr:ﬂahet Hazrat Mohammad

(SM) in Madina.
home, she

s undergoing
was t-operative
medical check-ugo:t the King
Faisal Specialised Hospital in
Riyadh, says a party press re-

On arrival at the ai , Be-
gum Zia will be accorded a re-

‘ception by BNP leaders and
workers.

e

Kibria: Inflation rate

all commercial banks to realise
the overdue loans and restore
discipline in the loan dis-
bursement system.

A high powered task force
headed by a Deputy Governor of
Bangladesh Bank has been
formmed to monitor the activities
of the banks, he said.

JMB

From page 1

Construction firms from
Iran and South Korea signed the
contracts at a function held in
the Sarak Bhaban. Chief Engi-
neer of the department of Roads
and nghwa{f’ signed the con-
tracts on behalf of the govern-
ment.

Iran’s Stratus Construction
Company got the contract-one
which involves construction of
road from Joydevpur to Kali-
akoir. South Korean firmn Sung-
jee Construction CO Ltd will
construct Kaliakoir-Koratia
and Kaliakoir-Tangail roads
under contract-two and con-
tract-three respectively.

Four bypass roads will be
constructed at Kaliakolir,
Mirzapur, Koratia and Tangail
towns and 72 bridges and cul-
verts will be reconstructed.

Meanwhile, construction
works for the 77 km-long ap-
roach roads are going on under
our contracts with a total ex-
penditure of Tk 391 crore.
Asian Development Bank is
Blmﬂdiug fund for the roads —

irpur-Savar, Nabinagar-
Chandra, Demra-Daudkandi
and Baraiyarhat-Wahedpur.

The contract signing cere-
mony was attended, by Com-
munications Minister Anwar
Hossain, Iranian Ambassador
to Bangladesh Mohammad
Sadegh Fayyaz, First Secretary
of Korean Embassy Lee Tae Ho,

Chief Representative of OECF
Takeo M];tauzaua and Project
Director of Bangabandhu
Bridge Approach Project J B
Barua,

JS body formed

From page 1

Effectiveness of women and
child oppression law and the
activities of Registration De-
partment also came up for dis-
cussion,

Committee member Law,
Justice and Parliament Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru,
Advocate Rahmat Ali, Advocate
Shah Alam, Barrister Rabia
Bhuiyan and Sheikh Nurul
Haque attended the meeting,

s | S
P i

BNP brought out a procession in the city yesterday demanding cancellation of the CHT
accord and protesting the price hike of essentials.

_Strong navy must to protect |
maritime boundary: PM

—Star photo

Silent famine
prevailing, says

Mannan Bhuiyan
BNP Secretary General Ab-

dul Mannan Bhufyan yesterday

called on the people to wage a
vigorous movement against the
overnment as it failed to scale
own the price of essentials and
rescind the CHT accord, reports
UNB.

"A silent famine s prevail-
ing in the country
number of people are virtually

e sasd addensing o rally ot the
e sai a at the
city's Ramna Batamool.

The city unit of BNP organ-
ised the rally protesting the
price hike ol essentials and
cancellation of the CHT peace
accord.

Presided over by Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka. the rally was also
addressed by Dr Khandakar
Mosharraf Hossain. Mirza Ab-
bas, Amanullah Aman, Haris
Chowdhury, Barrister Abul
Hasnat and Rezabuddowla
Chowdhury.

The HHP secretary general
accused the government of
reneging its election pledges to
ensure lood for commonman at
fair price. "Rice is now being
sold at between Tk 15 and 22 per
kg while its price was Tk 8 to 10
during the BNP regime."

Bhuiyan urged the govern-
ment to open gruel kitchens
across the country soon and in-
troduce open market sale (OMS)
at union level to save the people
from hunger.

He also called for allotting
one lakh metric ton of rice
through OMS for each union
and refixing the OMS price of
rice at Tk 10 per kg.

Later, a procession was
brought out in the city that
terminated at the Mouchak
crossing after Earadlng the
streets in Topkhana, Purana
Paltan and ail areas.

AL activist

shot 1n city

By DMC Correspondent

An Awami League leader of
Pallabi thana was shot by
unidentified assailants at Mir-

pur in the city yesterday.

Hossain Sarker, 45, joint
secre of Pallabi thana unit
of AL, received bullet in his
rlﬁht leg. He was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) in the afternoon.

Police said they had heard
about the incident but could not
give any details in this regard.

Hospital sources said a gang
of five in a car attacked Hossain
when he was passing the bus
:}:_land at

aw at about 4 pm. The
tried to Hnul:aln ﬁ'umgatﬂﬁ
rickshaw. one stage the at-
tackers fired on him after thAc{
failed to get hold of the
leader.

At the DMCH, Hossain's
brother alleged that the attack-
ers were the activists of Jubo
Dal. They earlier threatened the
life of Hossain. However. the
reason behind the attack could
not be known immediately.

Reconciliation
between rnival JCD
groups at DU

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
yesterday reached an under-
standing with its aggrieved
leaders and workers who were
abstaining from the party ac-
tivities creating an un situ-
ation on the Dhaka University
campus, reports UNB.

The troubled ensued when
the central leaders expelled Za-
kir and Mamun, leaders of the
rival faction, for their alleged
involvement in assaulting its
central leaders few days back.

The reconciliation between
the JCD central leaders and the
rival group came at a mee
held at Ziaur Rahman Hall in
the afternoon,

JCD President Shaheed Ud-
din Chowdh Annie, eral

Habib-un-Nabi Sohel
and other leaders were present.

as a large

ur-11 in a rick- .

J | BNP standing body meet

Unethical politics
of AL has crossed
limit of decency

BNP at its stan commit-
tee meeting yesterday lam-
basted the government for its
‘politics of trading’ and de-
scribed its recent activities as
anti-democratic, reports UNB.

“The worst game of politics
cannot bring any good for
democracy and the future poli-
tics of the country,” the meeting
resolved.

It observed that the present
unethical politics of the rulin
party has crossed the limit
decency and it set a worst ex-
ample of political perversion.

eld at 29 Minto road. the
meeting was presided over by
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in dﬁrliamcnt Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury.

Taking stock of the country's
latest political situation, the
meeting said the government
has exposed its autocratic and
fascist character by resorting to
unethical activities. -

‘The also called upon
the people to remain alert about
the hgpbcritical behaviour of
some BNP leaders and traitors,
and build up a strong resistance
against them.

It accused the government of
not taking any initiative to as-
suage the sufferings of the
ple caused by price hike of rice
and other essentials.

The meeting expressed con-
cern over the gradual deteriora-
tion of law and order situation
and said 'Awami terrorists’
have unleashed a reign of terror
throughout the country.,

The BNP standing commit-
tee meeting thanked the people
for making its recent agitation
programmes a success and
urged them to be prepared for a
vigorous movement.

Party Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuivan, M Saifur
Rahman, Oli Ahmed, Dr R A
Gani, Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Dr Khandkar Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Chowdhury Tanvir
Ahmed Siddique, Barrister
Moudud Ahmed. K M Obaidur
Rahman and Khandkar Mah-
bub Uddin Ahmed attended the
meeting.

Bangabandhu

'Frumpagcl

Field Artillery when he became
CO of the unit. Major Bazlul
Huda was its adjutant while
Huda's brother-in-law Major
Abdul Aziz Pasha was CO of the
3 Field Artillery.

The PW alleged that Major
Dalim in the name of arms re-
covery at that time raided the
houses of a number of political
leaders and activists, held and
harassed them. "Dalim and
Huda }uintl}r chalked out the
plan of operation and selected
troops for it.”

egarding dismissal of
Dalim from army, Col (retd)
Ansar said: An unwanted inci-
dent occurred in Dhaka cen-

on wife of Dalim. After the
incident, he lost his job in a
disciplinary action.

But, the witness said, after
his dismissal, Dalim came to
1st Field Artill t in
Comilla and addressed the
troops. "I was on duty in
Chandpur at that time,” he
added.

The witness also informed
the court that Captain Bazlul
Huda was transferred to Dhaka
at the fag end of 1974.

He said a sepoy of his unit
was also killed and another in-

ured during the bloody nﬂera-
{lun led by Mohiuddin, Noor

and Huda at Bangabandhu's res-
idence.

The witness was later cross-
examined by state defence
counsels for absconding ac-
cused.

He will be questioned further
by the lawyers for arrested ac-
cused when the court will re-
sume at 9:30 am on February

23.
Consensus govt

From page 1
House viola the party deci-
sion, Haaihl.?:lgq:rﬁaed his ig-
norance.

y;llnd% to another ques-
tion, , a former presid-

ium member of the Awami
who had joined the BNP
immediately befl'i:rt: tl:le _};st
liamentary polls, said: e
p:{-.utinn of returning to the AL
oes not arise, as | was ed
from the party.” He, however,
told newsmen that some of his
friends in the AL had proposed
to him to join the government.
Explaining reasons behind
joining the government, violat-
ing the party decision, Dr
Alauddin said: "l just want to
work with the government to do
some development works for
the le of my constituency.”
ﬁp:lﬁfd whether there ?wyas
any difficulty to do the devel-
ur:ment works as an opposition
P, he said: "There had so far
been no development work in
23 constituency through my-
f.ll
When his attention was
drawn to the fact that he had
been declared rsona non-
rata by the BNP activists,
x]auddin said smilingly,
“There are many others who
will find the incident a desir-
able one.”
Swa told newsmen that

he would go to his constitu
on February 24 and hold a pub-
lic meeting in the area.




