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love to debate and discuss
but only with a few men and
Jor my own sake. For I find it
unweorthy
profession for a man of honour
to the

ssly parade of

an especially

o serve as a s tac

great and s
one’s mind and one's

aaéva Michel de Mon e, a
16th century French
Philosopher and essayist. The
greatest historical significance
of this philosopher lies in his
role as one of the earliest
philosophic architects of and

ro
El doctrine and regime.

It is indeed futile to debate
on BNP's accusations against

the CHT Treaty; they are clearly

motivated by its narrow and ir-
responsible power politics. We
can
challpltJ.hE:lwhule nation, includ-
ing the Honourable President,
is doing repeatedly — but they
would not voluntarily come to
reason.

My intentions in examining
BNF's objections are not to re-
fute them, but to understand
them more clearly. 1 will do so
in the light of BNP's own Politi-
cal Philosophy : BANGLADESH
JATIOTABAD. This I hope will
dispel some of the confusions
that BNP has created in the pub-
lic mind.

BNP and its allies have
erected three major objections :
The CHT Treaty (i) threatens
National Integrity, (ii) under-
mines Sovereignty and (iii) sac-
rifices National Interests. To
understand and be able to
comment on these objections,
which primarily concern our
Nation and its interests, we
first must have a clear idea
about the concept, Nation. Be-
low three concepts are discussed
in the sequence of their devel-
opment : Nationalism, Nation
and State.

Nationalism. as an intellec-
tual and cultural concept, de-
veloped in the 18th century Eu-
rope and grew into a conscious

olitical force during the
nch Revolution. It is the po-
litical belief that some group of
people represents a matural
community which should live
under one political system and
be independent of others.

This political belief has for-
tified in the concept, Nation. As
John Stuart Mill, a 19th cen-
tury English Philosopher, de-

GARFIELD, CAN [ TALK TO
YO0U ABOUT THE MICE ?
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Veteran photo-journalist
and a senior member of the
Jatiya Press Club Manu Munshi
died on Wednesday morning at
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. He was 55, rts BSS,

Munshi had been suffering
from various ailments includ-
ing cardiac problem for a long
time.

He left behind his wife, four
sons, three daughters and a host
of relatives and friends to
mourn his death.

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at the Jatiya Press Club

premises after Magreb prayers
yesterday.

He was buried at Azimpur
graveyard.

Reazuddin Ahmed and
Khondakher Manirul Alam,
president and general secret

ly of the Jatiya Press
Club yesterday condoled the
death of Manu Munshi,

The Jatiya Press Club will
hold a discussion today on the
life of Manu Munshi at the
Press Club lounge after Magreb
prayers. It will be followed a
milad

The qulkhwani of Manu
Munshi will be held on Friday
next at 50-D Nawabganj in the
city after Asr prayers.
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andists .for the modern

to their conscience —
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tionality (Nation), if
un
common sympathies, which do
not exist between them and oth-
ers — which make them to co-
Upemtfy with each other more
willingly than with other peo-
ple, desire to be under the same

governme
should be government "ﬁ,ﬁ,’,""‘
selves, or a portion of t ex-
clusively.

Many societal factors con-
tribute to the develo nt of a
Nation, but following are the
most important : culture, his-
tory, language, religion and
ethnic character.

Two points should be noted.
First, Nation represents a natu-
ral community, formed by
common sympathies among its
members, developed, over cen-
turies perhaps, through sharing
such societal factors as men-
tioned above. Second, the natu-
ral community desires to be
governed by its own members,

Today’s world political order
is organized arourid a network
of independent States, whose
founding ideas are Nation and
Nationalism. The State has
four integral physical at-
tributes : (i) identified people,
(ii) defined territory (iii) a gov-
ernment and (iv) sovereignty.

There are fundamental dif-
ferences between the Nation
and the State. First, the Nation
is a desired sovereign political
society while the State is an ac-
tual sovereign bodﬁl{:volltic rep-
resen a single, often unique,
political system. Second, a Na-
tion is a naturally developed
community; it can not be cre-
ated by force. But the State is a
political society created by hu-
mans, by consent or by force.
Finally, a State can contain
more than one Nations, but not
vice versa. Many Nations, to
achieve their socioeconomic
Euals. can join to form a State

ut many States cannot be
forced or persuaded to form a
Nation. A State representing
many Nations definitely disin-
tegrates if it fails to serve equi-
tably the interests of all its
constituent nations.

I shall now look into
Bangladeshi Jatiotabad. My
source is: BANGLADESHI JA-
TIOTABAD SMARAK
GRANTHA, edited by Ahmed

they are
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Attitude of
politicians
condemned
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers al a seminar yes-
terday criticised the "hypocriti-
cal" attitudes of the politicians
towards the human rights is-
Sues, says a press release.

The seminar on "Human
Rights” organised by The Centre
for Research and Analysis was
held at the Jatiya Press Club,

Dr Munirur Zaman, profes-
sor of Political Science of the
Dhaka University, Shafique
Rehman, former BBC corre-
spondent and Editor of weekg'

ali Jai Din and Ataus Samad,
former BBC correspondent and
a veteran journalist spoke at
the seminar.

Dr Zaman said that the in-
difference, intolerance and cyn-
icism of political leaders had
created an enormous gulf be-
tween their rhetoric and reality
of the human rights situation
in the country.

Shafique Rehman said that
the politicians were not com-
mitted towards the improve-
ment of the human rights situ-
ation of the country. He said
that violence and repression
occasionally got sponsorship
from the ticians.

He, huw%n.;g{l,] highlighted tge
role e press regard-
ing t.gll:El gf:dumn right abuses.

Ataus Samad suggested that
despite the heroic struggle of the
people for establishing justice
over the last three decades, the
human rights situation deterio-

rated in the country and abuses
continued unabated.

themselves by

BNP must prove conceptually and SJactually
our Sovereignty and (iii) sacrifice

Musa. Mr Musa describes the
Er:pcctwe and development of

gladeshi Jatiotabad in the
following way :

Muslims in British India
created Pakistan — based on
Two-Nation Theory — to pre-
vent Hindu domination while
Bengalis in Pakistan created
Bangladesh — based on Two-
Economy Theory — to prevent
Punjabi domination. But, peo-
ple's Jatiotabadi consciousness
did not change, what changed
was their Jatiotabadi identity;
Jatiotabad only changed its
La:ﬁt, Jinnah named the desire
of Muslims as Pakistani Ja-
tiotabad or more pruﬂcrly Mus-
lim Jatiotabad and Sheikh Mu-
jib named the desire of the peo-
ple of East Pakistan as Bengali
Jatiotabad. When Bangladesh
was created, Jatiotabad chan-

ed its target again. Ziaur
hman named the desire of
Bangladeshi people to resist the
domination of foreign and nei-
hbouring States as Bangla-
eshi Jatiotabad.

The above is the history and

background of development of
BNP's political philosophy,
Bangladeshi Jatiotabad. This
political slogan was concocted
under the leadership of General
Ziaur Rahman when he seized
power after President Sheikh
Mujib was killed in 1975. Ziaur
Rahman specifies seven inte-
ral elements of Bangladeshi
atiotabad : (i) race or people (ii)
war of independence (iii) Ben-
gali language (iv) religion (v)
territory (vi) culture and (vii)
economy.

It should be noted that Ziaur
Rahman's conception of Na-
tionalism is substantially dif-
ferent from its theoretical con-
cept. He has either confused the
concepts, State and Nation or
combined them.

The ideas of Nation and Na-
tionalism have been conceived
and developed into conscious
political movements to protect
two fundamental demands of
humanity : human freedom and
human rights. These demands

T omsns

The Baily Star 5

by Dr Khandakar Qudrat-I Elahi

are best achieved by allowing
natural communities to rule
themselves. Thus, the cardinal
intellectual objective of the
concepts, Nation and National-
ism, is to identify and isolate
natural communities, which
are candidates for independent
States. BNP's political philoso-
phy has the same objective.

Who are the people included
in the natural community
which BNP calls Race? They are
first and foremost Muslims
(religion), speaking Bengali
(language), living in the area
called Bangladesh (territory).
All these combine to define
their culture — Bengali Muslim.
They fought the war of libera-
tion aﬁalnst Pakistan to create
their homeland.

Do the tribal people of CHT
belong to BNP's Race? Their
language, religion and culture
are fundamentally different
from BNP's Race. They did not
participate in Pakistan move-
ment. On the contrary, they
protested when their territory
was annexed to Pakistan. Their
participation in the war of lib-
eration was less than enthusi-
astic.

By the criterion set by BNP,
the people of CHT then do not
belong to its conception of Na-
tion and hence do not subscribe
its idea of Nationalism. On the
contrary, they have their own
Nation and idea of National-
ism. This clearly means that
the State of has two
distinct Nations whose territo-
ries are well defined and de-
marcated : (i) the people of CHT
and (ii) the rest of the !

It is an undeniable and un-
refutable fact that the people of
CHT constitute a separate Na-
tion. By this virtue, they have
the same right of self-rule as we
have ours. Because they are part
of the State of , the
nature of self-rule shall be de-
termined through political ne-
gotiations between ta-

tives of the two Nations. Ex-
actly these n

taken place

by Jim Davis

otiations have

CAT S ARE NATURES WAY
OF STOPPING MICE FROM
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by the CHT 2

BNP has continually, re-
fused, since its birth, to accept
the Nationhood of CHT people
and by that had strangled and
trampled their demands for
participation in governing
themselves. BNP's CHT policy
aimp]z reflects its political phi-
losophy and is just part of its
overall politics. The question is
: Eh:;:lld R"E d:?&;:#e Funda-
men ts plﬂ—',—'
The Right of Self-Rule -Eehunmue
they II:.EI.I'I of the state of
Bangladesh? If we do, we will be
both stupid and h rite. We
will be stupid by failing to rec-
ognize the development of the
world around us : Empires and
states had disintegrated because
they failed to meet the demands
of all nations constituting
them. We will be hypocrite by
neglecting the fact that we se-
ceded from Pakistan only 27
years ago because Pakistani
rulers refused to accept our de-
mand for provincial autonomy.

DOES CHT TREATY
THREATEN OUR NATIONAL
INTEGRITY? The integrity of
the State of Bangladesh means
holding its entire territory to-
gether. This is only possible
and desirable if the people of
CHT voluntarily and willingly
cooperate. These people, who re-
fused to remain a part of our
state, have now agreed to share
our glory and our pride as an
independent State. If this does
not mean consolidating our
National Integrity, then what
the hell does the concept imply?
The CHT Treaty is unquestion-
ably and undeniably a bold step
towards consolidating the in-
tegrity of the State of
Bangladesh. :
. DOES THE CHT TREATY
UNDERMINE OUR

" ELCOME to India"
The taxi driver's
greeting was full-

throated and his hand-shake
enthusiastic after he realised 1
had arrived from Pakistan.

Fauji Singh was not the onl
person who greeted me wit
such gusto; all those | met dur-
ing my maiden visit to India re-
cei me with warmth,

The rancour of partition fi-
nally seems to be a thing of the
past. "No one will guess you are
a foreigner in this country.” a
journ
of India where [ was treated as a
special guest. The club's presi.
dent. A.R. Wig, took me from
table to table, introducing me to
close to 100 journalists.
"Hello,” "namaskar,” "aadab,” |
was greeted in every possible

"

e mood was one of nostal-
gia as some of the journalists
spoke about cities and villages
in Pakistan from where their
parents had come to India after
partition. "Several of my rela-
tives are still in Lahore...] tried
twice to meet them but was re-
fused a visa." one journalist
complained. his voice sad.

The general election was,
naturally, the hot subject of
discussion at the club. and two
groups of journalists — one sup-
gﬂrling the Bharatiya Janata

arty (BJP) and the other
backing the Congress party —
wanted me to take sides in the
debate.

The BJP supporters pleaded
that the party be given a chance
to rule the country, while the
other group was of the view that
the Congress Party was best
suited for the task, especially as
all previous non-Congress gov-
ernments had failed to com-
plete their five-year terms. The

ist said at the Press Club

that CHT Treaty (i) threatens our National Integrity, (ii) undermines
s our National Interests. Otherwise their objections are just
meaningless propaganda, something it (BNP) has been doing since, long.

SOVEREIGNTY? Sovereignty,
which means the absolute
ower and authority to formu-
ate and execute laws of the
State, is its most Iimportant at-
tribute; most important be-
cause, it is the key to maintain
political order without which
the society cannot exist. It has
two aspects, external and inter-
nal. The State exercises its ab-
solute power and authority
upon members of the natural
communities who have created
it — the internal sovereignty.,
External sovereignty means tgr:
uality of independence from
the control or interference of
any other State in the conduct
of international relations.

What is the source of
sovereignty? We must know to
understand BNP's allegations.

The people forming the State
are the original and ultimate
source of sovereignty. They ap-
point the government to exer-
cise it on their behalf and the

overnment can do so, so long
the people trust it. In other
words, il people refuse to obey
the government, it has no
moral authority over them,
meaning it loses its internal
sovereign authority. The mea-
sure ol external sovereignty is
the internal sovereignty. e
external sovereign authority of
the government is substantially
weakened if it lacks internal
suverci%l#i_.

The Treaty has consoli-
dated our National Integrity, as
it fulfills the demands of CHT
people. Both our internal
sovereignty and external
suverej&nt}r are thus strength-
ened. We are now more capable
to destroy the evil of In-
dia, if she has ones as BNP is
continually telling us, to un-
dermine our sovereignty. BNP's

HT Treaty through BNP's Eyes

accusations and apprehensions
are conceptually unfounded and
E:ﬁf enﬁl:]er be::gxh substantiated
ence that they reall

exist. o 4

HAS CHT TREATY SACRI-
FICED OUR NATIONAL INTER-
ESTS? This Treaty will impact
upon three of our very impor-
tant national interests — two
political and one socio-eco-
nomic. The two political inter-
ests are integrity and
soverelgnty of the country, ex-
pected to be strengthened in-
stead of being undermined. As
to our socioeconomic interests.
it requires just commonsense to
understand that the political
environment created by the
CHT Tr:a&y constitutes a boost
in our efforts to improve our
socioeconomic conditions. Po-
litical stability resulting from
the CHT Treaty is the funda-
mental requirement for socioe-
conomic development. Then
more economic resources will
become available, internally
and externally, as the military
expenditures shrink and for-
eign governments become more
generous. [ overwhelmingly
:free with French Ambassador

s Renee Veyret, who, com-
mentiw the Treaty, recently
said, t is good f;r CHT is
also good for Bangladesh."

Before ending this essay, I
:hh to drn; my readers' atten-
on to the questions :
First, Both BNP and JP have
rejected the CHT Treaty. This
problem originated and ma-
tured during the periods of their
rule. Why had they allowed the
problem to develop in the first
place? And why they did not
solve it in the way thy think
would be most favourable to our
national interests?

JP first congratulated the
Treaty and now has rejected it.
What a marvellous political
acumen it has demonstrated to
us and the world!

Second, BNP is now refusing
to discuss the CHT Treaty in the
Parliament. The reason is : It
demanded to expose the main

by Muhammad Najeeb

The mood was one of nostalgia as some of the journal-
ists spoke about cities and villages in Pakistan from
where their parents had come to India after partition.

ruling United Front (UF) did
not, somehow, figure in the dis-
cussions,

Elections in South Asian
countries, by and large, bring
with them a lestive atmmosphere.
Blaring loud speakers, vehicles
CarTying.- peorirails --of - party
leaders, posters stuck: every-
where, parodies of film songs,
life-size billboard cut-outs of
politicians and flags in party
colours — all these add to the
:"estivc feeling at election ral-
ies.

However, except for those of
the BJP's shadow Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee and
the Congress Party's Sonia
Gandhi, the rallies in New
Delhi lacked colour, probably
because the election is being
held less than two years after
the last one,

During these rallies, the
same slogans, promises, allega-
tions and counter-allegations
were the focus of s hes —
again a hallmark of South
Asian politics. And the way So-
nia reminded the ple of the
assassination of her husband
and her mother-in-law had me
thinking of similar speeches by
Benazir and Ghinva Bhutto in
Pakistan, Hasina Wajed and
Khaleda Zia in Bangladesh and
Sirimavo Bandaranaike and
Chandrika Kumaratunga in Sri
Lanka.

Sonia’'s accent and wrong
pronunciation also reminded
me of Benazir's arrival in La-
hore in 1986, where she held

o

e
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Kendriya Khelaghar, a juvenile organisation, arranged a cultural prngi*ammu at the central Shaheed Minar premises
yesterday as part of a programme in observance of Amar Ekushey.

— Star photo

Nat’l Library policy making body submits

The committee on formula-
tion of national library policy
and its implementation for-
mally submitted its report yes-
terday to State Minister for
Youth, Sports and Cultural Af-
fairs Obaidul Quader, reports
BSS.

The present
constituted the

overnment
l1-member

committee headed by Prof Dr
Muntasir Mamoon of Dhaka
University to recommend mea-
sures to formulate the policy, a
PID handout said,

The minister thanked the
committee, which made de-
talled recommendations to pre-

are an apgrnpriat: library pol-
cy for submit

ting the report

re(Eort
within four months. It con-
tained draft laws of the pro-
posed lib policy and things
to be done for its implementa-
tion. '

Obaidul Quader directed the
ministry to take necessary
steps to implement the recom-
mendations as expeditiously as

the re s prepared, the
handout added.

German team
meets Khasru

The visiting seven-member
German parliamentary delega-
tion led by Wolfgang Cruze yes-
terday expressed the keenness
to increase the mutual coopera-
tion on development of the ju-
diciary system and parliamen-

affairs between Bangla-

desh and Germany, repo
desh and y. rts v '

her first political rally and read
her Urdu speech — written in
Roman script — with the same
difficulty. But now, after two
terms as prime minister, she
knows how to deal with whom.

‘They are liars...they are re-
sorting ' to . false - propa-
Eanda...th&}r are i,ndulﬁiu in

irty politics...they are I¢
false charges to gain
Eower...wuh ek aurat se dar ga
ain (they are now scared of a
womar),” Sonia roared to thun-
derous applause. It may well
have been Benazir.

When she appeared on stage,
clad in fawn saree, she looked
like any other Indian lady. "We
have found another Intg'iraji,“
said a woman standing behind
me. Sonia is, to my mind, a
tﬂi:ical South Asian woman
politician who portrays herself
as 'mazloom’ (oppressed).

“There is no tun in the elec-
tions this time...the same old
promises...nothing new." said
another participant at the
rally. "I'm not going to vote in
these polls. I just came to have a
glimpse of Soniaji. After all,
she is Indiraji's u (daughter-
in-law)," the woman said.

Newspaper and electronic
media reports speak of great
festivity in other parts of the
country where [ am not allowed
to go because of visa restric-
tions. Despite applying for a
visa to visit five cities, the In-
dian High Commission in Is-
lamabad allowed me to travel
only to New Delhi.

Appeal for help

A freedom fighter and press
worker Zahiruddin Babor of
99/2, South Jatrabari, has
urged for financial help for the
treatment of his minor daugh-
ter Juli, says a press release.

Juli is suffering from
widespread birth-defects in her
lip, nose and in other parts of
her face.

She is also suffering from
anaemia, Pneumothorax and
other complexities. The child
needs different types of treat-
ment and therapy abroad. Peo-
ple willing to extend help for
this ill-fated girl, have been re-

uested to send muneg to the

eposit number 71228/9, Ag-
rani Bank, Head Office,
Bhaban, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Orientation
programme

of Queens
Varsity held

By Staff Correspondent

An orentation programme of
Queens University was held at
its campus in the city yesterday
morning.

Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity, Prof Syed Sufderul
Huq, presided over the function
arranged for the students of
summer semester. Chairperson

of the private university,
Hamida Banu, spoke as the
chief guest.

Queens University which
was approved by the govern-
ment in 1996 is now running
four schools with more than
120 students and 32 faculty

members.
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points of the Treaty before it
were signed. Now that the
Treaty has been signed, it is
meaningless to discuss it. Has
anybody ever heard that the
contents of an intended treaty,
particularly when it is political
one, are released to the public
before it is signed?

BNP's recent position on the
CHT Treaty raises a fundamen-
tal question about our political
mtmi]u Whum are authorized to
exerc sovereignty of our
State? The Ecvemmeut{nr the
Opposition party? By demand-
ing that it must be consulted be-
fore signing the Treaty, BNP is
telling us that the Government
does not have the authority to
make treaties independently.

2 BNP has decided not to
legally challenge the govern-
ment for the signing the peace
treaty with the tribal le of
CHT. It has no the other hand,
decided to face the situation po-
litically (Riaz Osmani NFB De-
cember 14. An interesting
note)."”

BNP's recent decision not to
challenge the Treaty in the
court simply testifies what we
all know : The Constitution of
Bangladesh gives all the au-
thority to the Government to
exercise its sovereignty. To
fight the Government politi-
cally, BNP has decided to aban-
don the Parliament and take
over the street. This raises an-
other important question.

What is the difference be-
tween BNP and other PPs? Why
should BNP's opinions carry
more weights than other PPs'?
Because BNP is the elected offi-
cial Opposition in the Parlia-
ment. If it abstains from join-
ing the Parliament, it gives u
this special status and the dif?
ference between BNP and other
PPs vanishes. The government
need not give any special atten-
tion to BNP's opinions or re-

spond to its shouts from the
streets.

The author is a Visitor, De
partment of Economics, Uni-
versity of Guelph, Canada.

A Pakistani Reporter's Maiden Visit to India

A night before I came to In-
dia, my father called me in Is-
lamabad from Bahawalpur,
asking me to visit his ancestral
town of Gurdaspur, in Punjab,
to see if the haveli (mansion)
built by his grandfather was
still there, He even faxed me a
map to guide me to the house,
But despite the best efforts of an
officer in the Indian Ministry
of External Affairs. I could not
get permission to visit the town
of my forefathers.

-who is to blame for this?
Surely, it is the mistrust ‘be-
tween the governmerits of the
two countries. And ene reason
for this mistrust is Kashmir.
People on both sides of the bor-
der feel that Kashmir — an issue
that remains unresolved — is
the main hurdle to normalisa-
tion of relations that have been
marred by two wars,

My view that Kashmiris
living on both sides of the bor-
der be given a chance to decide
their own fate was shared by
several journalists at the Press
Club. "If they want indepen-
dence, the two countries should
not hinder that,” said a journal-
ist who advocated free border
crossings between the two coun-
tries.

The Book Fair at Pragati
Maidan was another attraction
for me, and | spent almost five
hours there. The Indian pub-
lishing industry, which pro-
vides books at prices lower than
in Pakistan, seems to be unaf-
fected by the giant strides taken
by the electronic media,

Seeing the buyers and sellers
who had flocked to the Book
Fair in their hundreds, it
seemed that the ascendancy of
the audio-visual medium is not
a threat to the future of books.

— India Abroad Netvs Service

John Patn

Hastings dead

By Staff Correspondent

Rev John Patrick Hastings,
MBE, died of prostste cancer in
England on Tuesday. He was 70,
according to a press release.

A British ::itizgg. Fathg
John, spent some years
this ﬁubpggnu:mnti John Hast-
ings actively supported the

freedom struggle of Bangladesh
during 1971 and conducted re-

lief work in refugee camps and
helped receiving Bang E.dl‘.':ﬂh
Volunteer Service Corp, toe
press release said.

Father John established an
NGO for literacy programme
“Nijera Shikhi" in Bangladesh
and was awarded MBE by the
Queen of England in 1995 for
his life-lo contribution in

eradicating illiteracy.

He left behind his wife, two
daughters, a son and innumer-
able friends and admirers to

mourn his death,



