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on Hands Went up

The greatest human spectacle of today's
Bangladesh ended on Monday with the customary
and yet highly elevating akheri munajat. But for
the hajj concourse, the congregation on the shores
of the Turag must be among the largest assemblage
of human beings on earth. For a very poorly per-
forming state and society this shall act as an am-
bassador speaking with emotion and accuracy
about the spirit of accommodation and efficiency,
self-reliance and overall spiritually impregnated
ambience that made the meet the success it was.
Last year a ferocious nor'wester played havoc with
the ijtima, hurting many devotees and devastating
the site. Rather than that affecting the attendance,
this year there was a rise of no less than 20 per cent
to two and a half million.

There was no media centre on the site. Or pub-
‘licity material of any kind. There was no advance
promotional notice either on the electronic media.
There was magic at work. Or, as devotees would
say, the rahmat of Allah, Rabbul Alamin. There
have been suggestions in the press that these lapses
be remedied. But the ijtima that could grow to this
size and following founded by a single Muslim
missionary from Delhi back in 1966, as a study in
self-reliance, should convince anyone as to which
of the ways of motivation is more effective.

Twenty-five lakh people living together in the
open for three days. Ask any government how
much would be the bill. Not to speak of other
things, the food bill alone would have cost close to
half a billion taka. How much did the management
of the congregation, if at all there be such, spend on
food? Not a paisa. The ijtima thus revives in us a
very ancient tradition of all-in participation. If
one feels that one has come to the ijtima for one's
own benefit, why should one then wait to be funded
for? This is the way villagers had been doing big
collective jobs like public works projects without
taxing the king's coffers — for centuries. The
musallis came carrying their own provisions.

The akheri mungjat is the summum bonum of
the ijtima. Five million hands went up in supplica-
tion to seek God's grace in forging world peace and
keeping it and in ensuring welfare to this nation
and for the glory of Islam the world over. And the
other important rite is the tauba, asking His for-
giveness for all sins committed and vowing not to
consort with evil in any manner anymore. How
one wishes that this had a singular impact on the
steady decline in ouf society of morals and values.

Facilitation Gap

We had to face facts about foreign investment
and some country with working experience had to
speak out to enable us to do just that. We are glad
the Board of Investment has decided to hear the
unpleasant truths'and the country to come forward
to utter these is South Korea. She is a big investor
in Bangladesh, conversant with our ways for many
years and a country to learn from. She was at the
same stage of economic underdevelopment as were
we just before our liberation but she is now ranked
as a developed country while we as an LDC.

The South Korean entrepreneurs in Bangladesh
are so disgusted over our frequent and abrupt load-
sheddings that they have demanded duty-free im-
port of generators to tide over the situation. They
expect at least the courtesy of being served with
one-day notice before power distribution is
snapped, so that they could make alternative oper-
ational arrangements in their factories. The en-
ergy ministry should feel embarrassed.

The South Korean chorus of complaints before
the BOI chief on Monday was no less strident on
the customs and banking procedures which remain
lengthy and cluttered despite the resolutions galore
to the contrary. Resultantly, procurement of raw
materials, supply of orders overseas and material-
isation of business are all delayed dampening the
initiatives of the foreign entrepreneurs here. The
possibility is their authentic words of actual expe-
rience could circulate and influence investment
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variations in the services of private sector banks
and NCBs are surmountable problems, but where
we need a real push to make a difference is, of
course, the energy sector.

Our standard for upgradation of facilities is: re-
duce the yawning gap between what you offer in
the EPZs and what other industrial belts face as
real-life experience.

-
Going to Dogs

How on earth would Biman even dare explaining
the cancellation of an international flight due to
the absence of the crew? According to press report,
Biman’s Singapore bound flight on Monday was
scheduled to take off at 9-30 in the morning. At 4-
30 in the afternoon, good six hours later, the au-
thorities thought they owed the waiting, paying
bona fide passengers at least an announcement.
And what an announcement ! After six hours of

waiting you know you would not even get a move on
towards your destination on the day!

We think this is terrible: irresponsibility at its

height. Any international airline must have some
sort of substitute arrangement to have its regis-

tered passengers flown to their place of disembar-
kation in the event of any unforeseen disruption.

Moreover the problem in this case — non avail-
ability of crew — should not have arisen at all.
With most of its aircraft out of operation currently
Biman should now have enough back up crew to
press into service in case of an emergency. But the
truth is there was no real emergency. The crew were
not available reportedly because of traffic conges-
tion in the adjacent road caused by the ruslgx of
homebound people from Bishwa [jtema. Biman
authorities should have known that.

There is no way the authorities can hide Mon-
day’s shameful act of unprofessionalism. It is an-
other vivid example of how much it has gone to
dogs . People responsible for the passengers’ har-
rassment and the wastage of their valuable time

should actually be punished. Biman
| administered 1v.1'.1':fflth aII':. iron hand. s b‘_?
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The West May Find Our Predicament Baffling

was caught in the midst of
sex scandals when | went
abroad briefly to partici-
te in the Republic Day cele-
ations, held by Indian com-
munities. The media in the US
was obsessed by the allegation
of a sexual relationship be-
tween President Bill Clinton
and a White House aide, Monica
. The discussion in the
UK was comparatively at a low
key. A mere foreign secretary
was involved and his lapse was
not unforgivable. He had onl
openly preferred his perky sec-
retary-cum-mistress to the 27-
year-long wedded wife.

What amazed me was the ab-
sence of distinction between se-
rious and tabloid newspapers
on the treatment of the two

‘scandals. It is difficult to recall

which of the classy of papers
excelled its yellow counterpart.
But there was no dearth of lurid
details in either of them. Still
not long ago, the American
press was highly discreet. For
example, none ever wrote that
President Roposevelt breathed
his last in the company of an-
other woman, not his wife. The
escapades of President John
Kennedy did not see the ink of
rint long after his death. The
ritish, with their supercilious
attitude, were never reconciled
to the bedroom behaviour, from
Henry VIII, former minister
Perfumo to Princess Diana.
There was, however, a tacit un-
derstanding among serious
newspapers to stay away from
such scandals. Alas, that re-
straint is gone. Responsible
press may have been the last
one to give in. But it has.
This does not, however,
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We, in the subcontinent, do not see through peepholes. Boudoirs or bedrooms are a hush-hush topic. No
politician has been hounded from public life because of his illicit relations. . . It is the corruption in public

life that raises the hackles.

-y

mean that America and Britain
are a stickler for a virtuous life,
They react the way in which
their readers do. People’'s revul-
sion to bawdy public behaviour
spurred them to articulate the

inton's scandal. Institutions
were no less horrified than the
leaders of opinion. It is com-
mon in the US and the UK that
once a scandal hits the head-
lines, the effort is to strip it of
all covers and to take it to its
logical end.

We, in the subcontinent, do
not see through peepholes.
Boudoirs or bedrooms are a
hush-hush topic. No politician
has been hounded from public
life because of his illicit rela-
tions. The press generally stays
away from such involvements.
It is the corruption in public life
that raises the hackles. The
West may find it difficult to

comprehend our moral stan-
dards. But who sleeps with

whom, however distasteful, is
considered a personal affair.
Our anger rises when we find a
minister or a civil servant
pocketing public money or mis-

using his authority to benefit
himself, his relations or
friends.

Take the stink that the cor-
ruption of the Bhutto family
has created. Some of the best
statues of Buddha, belonging to
the Ghandhary school., have
been taken from the Peshawar
museum in diplomatic bags for
sale abroad. e Bhutto fami-

-esty — a crime by

ly's wealth is a whopping figure

“of Rs. 45000 crore, stashed in

different foreign banks. The
Pakistan government has done
a commendable job in tracing
the accounts. We, in India, have
not been able to find out even
after 12 years where the kick-
backs of the Rs. 64 crore deal for
the purchase of Bofors guns
have ended up. Maybe, the dif-
ference is that the Nawaz Sharif

overnment was not distracted

{1 political considerations,
while the successive regimes at

The West may find it di

ult to cnmprehem_i our moral standards.

Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav.
involved in the Rs. 5000 crore
cattle feed scandals, is fighting
on behalf of the Rashtriya
Janata Dal, a breakaway group
of Janata Dal. So is BJP Chief L
K Advani, whose name figures
in the hawala diary, which
listed contributions to scores of
politicians. Ajay Singh was
implicated in the murder of his
new wife's husband but the BJP
has:rﬁlw:n him ticket from UP.
en there are candidates
like Satish Sharma, Balram

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

New Delhi were. (It is surprising
that V P Singh should try to di-
lute the Bofors gun scandal
when his prime ministership
was primarily due to the horror
the scandal had evoked among
the voters.)

Were the yardstick of hon-
any standard
— to be applied to the contesting
candidates for the Lok Sabha, it
would rule out many of them
from elections. Nearly all polit-
ical parties have tried to sweep
scandals and scams under the
carpet while nominating can-
didates. Former Bihar Chief

'homnar and V C Shukla, whose
corruption is a by-word in the
country. Congress has the dis-
tinction of putting them again
as if dishonesty is an added
qualification. The Rs 19000
crore bank scam during the
Narasimha Rao's government
had put a question mark
against many ministers at that
time. Sixteen of them faced one
scam or the other Congress has
fielded nearly all of them. The
Samajwadi party and the Bahu-
{in Samaj party have done no

'tter. Men and women with
dubious reputations dominate

the list of candidates. No party
is above h. In a way, po-
litical parties have taken re-
venge on the public by put

up the same old corrupt an
condemned faces.

Parties have taken the vot-
ers for ted. It is quite on the
cards that the electorate will
ventilate their er and defeat
the corrupt. Even if they do not
do so, their predicament is that
they have very little choice. of-
ten between the tweedledum and
the tweedle. They have no al-
ternative to the three forma-
tions in the field: The United
Front, the BJP and Co It
is the same old wine in the same
old bottles. The choice is con-
fined to jumping into either a
river, lake or the sea. Political

arties had promised not to

eld criminals. The election
commission had also made
some noises. All this has been
of no avail because the crimi-
nals, who have no scruples or
have been involved in some
case or the other, are in the
field. Who with what caste and
local pulls can win has been the
criterion for selection, not
clean credentials.

The exasperation of the NRIs
is no less because their prestige
abroad is in proportion to Indi-
a's stock. Their. general sympa-
thy is with the BJP. However,
when it comes to particular
candidates, they too feel that
cleanliness, not the communi-
ty's name, should have been the

Human Rights Report at Press Conference

decisive factor. There is strong
resentment against corruption.
They want their leaders to be
accountable and they are ex-
Fectlng the defeat of tainted
aces,

In this context, the Sonia
factor is not seen much
difference. She is associated
with the }ggjkb%:]ks from Il:‘lofurs

un scandal. 0 sa

t till today, sh?hal;mnul; d:_:,r
nied the direct access that Ot-
tavio Quattrocchi, the middle-
man, had to her and Rajiv
Gandhi. It is, however, intrigu-
ing that she is keeping Italian
press correspondents at dis-
tance.

Indian Muslims abroad are
doubly worried. Corruption is
one point. The second and the
hiEgie:r point for them is the pos-
sibility of the BJP coming to

wer with its allies. The Mus-

ims fear that whatever the gar-
ty's assurances or Atal Behari

ajpayee's cooing, Hindu fun-
damentalism will come to pre-
vail. They with secular ele-
ments to come together and not
divide the anti-BJP votes. Th
are right. Still corruption will
stare us in our face. People of
impeccable character are
somewhere in India. Until they
come to the scene, it will be the
duty of voters to fight against
corruption, communalism and
caste.

The West may find our
predicament baffling. Many
whom I met said so. But they
have at least stopped talking
that the democratic system is
not suited to India's genius. How
the 550 million voters go to the

lling booth is mind-bogging

r them.

Why State Department Ignored Diplomatic Norms?

Qur country is poor in resources, poorer in honaatyandpmms!ingovemmntalgma;memldpoﬁtical _
leadership. The exact problems are the last two.

HEN the US S5tate
Department released
human rights report

1997 on Bangladesh through a
press conference at the Jatiya
Press Club, there sprang some
novelties. It is not the contents.
It is the mode the US chose to
make the report public. This is
for the first time that the
release of the human rights
report synchronised with a
press conference. Few will like
to believe that it all came about
casually or carelessly.

The government reacted
sharply the very next day stir-
ring some sensations. It is not
so much the substance of the
protest as the guts of the gov-
ernment to ask why did the US
State Department convene a
press conference without prior
permission of the government.
The US might not have antici-
pated such a counter-aggressive
move from the government
which the former cannot possi-
bly think except being whole-
time tame and timid to the US.
That is why ambassador Holz-
man fumbled to reply that prior
permission could not be ob-
tained due to Eid holidays
though in fact the offices re-
sumed functioning two days

before the press conference was
held.

The contents of the report
and the government's remon-
strances have been widely fo-
cused. [t is better to avoid a re-
peat exercise. Repercussions on
other quarters than the gov-
ernment and some other rele-
vant factors may be taken into
account.

It is interesting to note the
BNP commented that the de-
scription of violation of human

rights by the government as
contained in the report was
only a fraction of the actual
dimension and remained silent
over the issue of prior permis-
sion from the government.

It is assumed that majority
of the people of Bangladesh will
not disagree with most of the
substance of the report though
they will serinualy object to
holding press conference vio-
lali{ﬁ‘ iplomatic courtesies.

y the State Department
behaved so?

Understandably, we are used
to pay unduly more respect and
care to the US embassy. Our
politicians enjoy having more
than required parleys with the
US Embassy chiefs. The parleys
snowball in the wake of a

~change of political scenario.

During political intransigence,
which are almost a periodic af-
fair in our country, the political
leaders of the major parties are
seen shuttling between foreign,
particularly the US, diplomats
in feverish excitement. The ears
of nation get glued to what the
US Embassy prescribes to re-
solve the crisis. They way the
leaders of the Awami League
and BNP implored the US
diplomats for help to tide over
the caretaker government issue
in 1996 and the air in which the
diplomats behaved exposed our
political bankruptcy and pa-
thetic dependence on Embassy
men for internal reforms even.
Believably, it had not the so-
phistication of a remote con-

trol but rusticism of an audible
command.

The Embassy chiefs have
participated and interfered in
the activities of our domesti-
cally-based cultural, social,
economic and political organi-
sations that their diplomatic
norms probably do not admit
of. They have developed a fash-
ion to deliver, now and then,
sermons on as to how to flour-
ish democracy, achieve eco-
nomic uplift and social
progress. They pose many in
one — missionary diplomat,
economic reformer, social revo-
lutionary and political prophet.
It is unfortunate that instead of
protesting these unethical and
extra-diplomatic activities of
the Embassy men we often in-
vite them as Guests of Honour to
more and more gatherings of
like nature.

Some affairs which are
purely internal and the foreign
Embassies have nothing to do
with, are allegedly put forward
to the US diplomats for relief.
There came up a news in the
dailies the other day that the
BNF leaders handed over a list
of the BNP activists put to jail
custody under false charges.
The Awami League scathingly
criticised the BNP for this hu-
miliating act. The latter denied
having done so. If the matter is
not wholly untrue, it will be
true for the US foreign service
men to domineer over the gov-
ernment in domestic disputes
EVEn.

Bangladesh pgovernment's
infatuation for having assocla-
tion with the US government's
stalwarts is nothing short of be-
ing proverbial. A couple of
years back our head of the gov-

ernment, having failed to get an

interview with President Clin-
ton, managed to publish in the
newspapers a fake photograph
showing the two heads engaged
in an exclusive parley. To the
misfortune of the exponent of

this photograph, the matter was

divulged
criticisms.

Since the break-up of the
USSR, the United States has
been indisputably the over-
whelmingly greatest force of the
world. Her previous cruel com-
pulsion of spending trillions of
dollers apd to combat commu-
nism is gone. Thuufh. of course,
a softer urge to dole out money
to retain world hegemony re-
mains.

The aids coming thereof
have many a sting (often
couched in posh language of
'string’} which operates in myr-
iad forrns. When desire for cen-
suring a pgovernment grows,
need for caring diplomatic obli-
ﬁalmns is trifling. Probably no

onor country can be con-
demned as silent and sober. The
United States with additional
blessings and burden of global
guardianship can hardly
emerge a pleasant exception.
Nations having a strong
sense of self-esteem can muster
strength to resist the US from

triggering derisive

toying with diplomatic deco-
rum. Self-esteem will call for
self-dependence which can be
achieved by hard and honest
labour. Taking the US aid can-
not aid such countries to be sub-
servient to the donor when na-
tional prestige is concerned.
Our docility and cajolery to the
Americans at home and abroad
are evidently opposed to reach-
ing to the grade of a prestige-
conscious nation. Our country
Is poor in resources, poorer in
honesty and poorest in gov-
ernmental governance and po-

litical leaderahil:_ The exact
problems are the last two.

The present world suffers
from a lack of balance of power.
There is no country to match
the might of the US. However,
the situation is not unprece-
dented in history. Napoleonic
France shattered the balance of
power. Hitler's Germany bullied
it. What a cataclysm followed
on each occasion! But the bal-
ance of power was restored each
time. It was, as it were, Shake-
speare's moral order of the uni-
verse ordained by God. The
Americans are certainly more
sagacious than many to have
read the truth.

The writer is retired Princi-
pal, Gout Mohila College,
Pabna.

I

Sir, 1 have read the news
item etsu.:l:tlisﬂlu:ftzl in your es-
teemed daily on February 10 in
which our Foreign Secretary Mr
Mostafizur Rahman was alleged
to have dishonoured the court
by terming one Col (retd) Fa-
rooq a self-confessed killer of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

| remember that a few years
ago, my granpa, dad and 1
watched a video interview pre-
sented by Granada Television
in which the said armyman,
while talking to an Indian
journalist confessed with
aplomb to the killing of the
Father of the Nation.

I think Mr Mastafiz has
called a spade a spade. So, what
is wrong with it?

Ishrat Shaheecd
Willes Little Flower School,
Dhaka.

Eat more potato

Sir, Politics on food is de-
lestable. We must save our -
ple. Due to abnormal t':;ullim;J
current Aman rice production
the price of rice is increasing
day by day. We are required to
import food about 30 to 35 lakh
tons. Moreover because of de-
valuation of our currency, the
Frici: of rice is likely to shoot up
urther.

Unfortunately we have a
scarcity of rice but fortunately
we have a plethora of potato in
the country. The average qual-
ity of rice is being sold at rates
of Taka 18 to 20 per kg whereas
gr;: lgg of potato costs only Taka

We must eat potato as substi-
tute for rice and meet at least 50

per cent of our rice demand with
potato.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Why "cry in the
wilderness'?

Sir, From the core of my
heart I would like to thank Dr,
Sabrina Rashid for showing her
concern and expressing her

uine feeling for the le of
m country — Banglamp our

beloved Bangladesh — by writ-
ing very frequently touching
various subjects and topics. But,
it is sad that in order to air her
views she has been portraying
only one side of a story or event.
Yes, an honest government
officer not only can dream of
owning a car but also owns one
because the government service
rule book allows him to buy a
car against a loan. Dr Sabrina
Rashid's surprising remark
"Only the dishonest ones are
able to live like an officer” is
indeed in very bad taste. May |
ask her what she has done till
today to help the needy or the
r and what prompts her to
cry out in the wilderness” and
for what purpose? It is about
time she tried to look at both
the sides of 'Life' and 'Living’
and stopped accusing a section
of wonderful ple who wish to
live and, do live, a decent life.

Mujibul Hoque
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

"Indian Elections ..."

Sir, Many thanks to Mr
Faruq Choudhury for his excel-
lent article on Indian election.
As always, his article is a real
delight to read.

In Mr Choudhury's opinion,
should the Congress fare badly
in the election despite Sonia's
fervent campaigning for the

arty then she would "have to
ace the music."

I do not think that this will
happen for the simple reason
that there are enough syco-
phants in the Congress party
who will make sure that the "el-
derl{) and discredited” leaders
are blamed for the mishap, if
any, rather than the politically
elite Nehru dynasty especially
as Rajib Gandhi's both children
have also been paraded for elec-
tioneering. If Congress were to
loose the election badly there
will be no immediate saviour
but the Gandhi family to take
the party to the next millen-

‘nium.

For this reason alone, a re-
crimination of Sonia Gandhi in
a loud voice will be unlikely to
materialise,

One other small point. Am 1
correct in thinking that Mr |

Choudhury has got the BJP

President's name wrong? I al-

ways thought that BJP presi-
dent was LK Advani with L K
standin% for Lal Krishna. But
when [ hear (or read!) Ramkr-
ishna from a person who once
was our High Commissioner to
India then [ get confused.

Abdul Muhith
Maghbazar, Dhaka

The name of BJP president was
inadvertently printed as
Ramkrishna Advani.

Expecting the police
to behave?

Sir, Recently, I had a shock-
ing experience regarding a po-
lice officer. | went for shoppin
at Easter:i Plaz~ and when
came out of e complex and
was getting on a rickshaw, 1
suddenly noticed a police offi-
cer hitting the rickshaw tire
with his stick, and in the pro-
cess puncturing it. [ understand
that the rickshaw-puller was
not supposed to leave his vehi-
cle there, but certainly such be-
haviour should not be accepted.

Policemen in our country
think that they have the power
to do anything they want to
with the poor rickshaw-pullers.
Well, when the rickshaw-puller

‘objected, the policeman hit him

with his stick. 1 was deeply
shocked to observe this incident
but felt helpless as I could not
do anything. [ hope the police
personnel become humane

when they deal with helpless
people.

Arbab Quadri,
House 92A, Road 7A,
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

War-mongering US

Sir, Entire international
community has been observing
with great anxiety and concern
the recent US war-mongering
and repeated threat of using
military force against Iragq un-
der the pretext of the crisis re-
lating to the implementation of
arms inspection programme of

the UN in Iraq. We are a
and raise the voice of strong
protest at such US brinkman-
ship and threat of ssion
against Iraq, violating all

close to
" Unless the state-machinery -

norms of international ow
and putting the condition of

stability. peace and security of

the region and the world into
jeopardy. The very indepen-
dence, snvereiﬁnly and territo-
rial integrity of Iraq is now un-
der constant threat due to the
impending US armed inva-
sion.

We, unable to remain silent
at this moment of US plan for
aggression on Iraq, are express-
ing solidarity with the people of
Irag and demand immediate
halt of US threat against Iraq
and solve the recent Iraqgi crisis
through negotiation and
diplomatic means, as aspited by
the UN charter.

Ali Aksad
World Peace Council

Asian Regional Centre,
Dhaka

Living without moral
values?

Sir, The letter of Ms Nur Ja-
han published on 3 February
1998 was indeed a fine piece of
sound thought on a vital topic
relating to our moral de aga—
tion of today. For lack of har-
mony and unity in the modern
family system the old values of
human life have faded awa
marking the rapid rise of self-
ishness, deception and dishon-
esty in all spheres of life.

Moral principles of religion
have rFivcn rise to increasi
material values of things wit
no rigid rules of conduct in ac-
tually. Man tends to be sadistic
and cruel in day-to-day activity.
All of us desire to live only in
making money by irregular
means and the trend of moral
degradation is going unchecked.
The pious and the honest are
the victims of wrong treatment
at the hands of those who are
power.

takes up strong measures to up-
root the germs of moral degra-
dation with an iron hand, then
our future is bleak — and the

asl  jungle rules would destroy our

e and glorious past.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka

OPINION

"Admission Rules in BUET
Architecture Deptt."

Munirul Haque

I've been following with
growing concern the turmoil
over the 'New Rule for Admis-
sion to Architecture Depart-
ment’, but would have preferred
to remain silent (havin
crossed the hurdle 28 years ago),
until | came across almost irre-
sponsible remarks by men in
quite responsible positions and
misleading information by gen-
tlemen not connected to the
discipline — namely the S-
trar (BUET) and Mr Mahmuduz-
zaman (DS, opinion 09 Feb. '98).

While much has been said
advocating the 'new rules’, not
enough has been said as to why
the previous rules, which
worked fin= for 35 years have
sudd.iuy become totally unac-
-vplable. Or are we to believe
that the architects who
achieved national and interna-
tional fame had been admitted

pected Registrar of
presented informa-
tion far from the truth, particu-
larly the statistics regarding

rcentage of students
rst class in the last five years.
Only last about 50 cent

of students received 1st !
The difference of opinion
appears to arise from the fact
that the architect teachers want
a system which gauges the cre-
ative aptitudg. ID s!:rv:]tllun and
perception ability, while -
neering teachers ‘:ﬂnl to agﬂh
academically brilliant stu-
dents.
Furthermore, Mr Mah-
muduzzaman should have had
his facts straight, before mak-
ing authoritative comments.
‘Drafting or drawing skill’' is
not the only requirement in

any university for admission in
architecture undergrade course
— and he should not try to de-
lude the readers to think that
someone who excels in drafti
or drawing, considers himse
to be an outstanding architect!
Also it's not clear what 'scores'
the architect teachers are trying
to settle with the BUET Aca-
demic Council?

While Mr Zaman refers to
'Schools in Architecture in
most advanced Universities' his
list refers to very few! And the
'spectacularly clear chart' pre-
pared from information,
through a source which only Mr
Zaman am:ears to have access
to, should have correctly ap-
peared as shown below (chart).

The readers are also being
led to believe that the teachers
of the Architecture Department
who are 'waging a war’ for a
'lame duck cause' have not even
heard of, let alone studied in
many advanced Universities in
UK, USA, and elsewhere! Stu-
dents seeking admission to Ar-
chitecture are tested for 'apti-
tude' rather than 'skill’, and ‘po-
tentiality' is assessed rather
than ' ormance’ — and who
else are judges of that but archi-
tects, irrespective of how many

sheep graze in the pasture and
how many cattle! If majority
were alwa?'s right, then mobs
would rule

‘Extreme stands driven by
sentiments' has given us the

t to our mother tongue, and
established us as an indepen-

dent Nation — sounds most
pr:gmatjc and must be appreci-
ated by all.

The writer is an architect.

RIBA requirement: English and Mathematics OR any Sci-

ence subject.
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years internship + 2 years academic studies.

We are

here about 'Bachelor of Architecture Degree' (a

5-year course); the red-herring about other courses?
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