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Elahi, Harun run amock for Bagan’s 9-wkt win | RSESNINERN

Rude awakening for MSC

SCOREBOARD
MOHAMMEDAN SC

Colmn Ore!

v Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes at 8 pm
on Feb 20, 1998

1| How many countries took
part in the World Youth
Cricket Cup?

14 15 ib

2| Whatis the position of Korda
in ATP rankings at the

moment?
15t 2nd

3rd

3| How many Test matches |

4| Who is the current 100m
world champion? |

Bailey Greene Cason |

5| Which team finished first in
the Premier Division soccer | |

league?
Muktijoddha

F ganj

has Dave Richardson
played? -
‘42 43 44 .
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EN-VITS]

ENERGY RELEASING VITARUNS i

SPORTS TALK

(Indian cricket legend)
"Raw enthusiasm is handy
while fielding, but while bet-
ting, coolness and experience
are necessary.”

TODAY'S MATCHES

Premier Division Football
Super League:

Muktijoddha Sangsad KC vs
Brothers Union Club (Mirpur
Stadium, 5 pm).

First Division Football Rel-
egation League:

Wari Club vs Police AC
(Mirpur Stadium, 3 pm)

Kalabagan Krira Chakra
caused an astonishing ripple in
the elite flight of the Premier
Division League when they in-
flicted a huge and humiliating
nine-wicket defeat on Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

With their back against the
wall, Kalabagan. last year's
runners-up, went into their
penultimate first phase en-
gagement in need of a desperate
win to earn a place in the six-
team Super league. And the
emerging leviathan of domestic
cricket did it in style when,
chasin a modest Mo-
hammedan total of 152 in the
stipulated 50 overs, they wal-
loped their way to 154 for one in
t:m]%: 23.4 overs.

hanks to an enterprising
139-tun partnership [l:t;-l* the
Bagan first wicket between
former Pakistan Test cap Man-
Elahi and Harun-ur
Rashid, Mohammedans con-
ceded their first defeat after
nine wins on a trot in the most
ignominious of ways.

The post-lunch session
turned into a nightmarish ex-
perience for Mohammedans
when the two Kalabagan open-
ers took their opposite bowlers
to the sword. With Manzoor
Elahi. considered during his
hay days as the hardest hitter of
the ball by the cricketing world,
1 full cry and an equally ag-
-ressive Harun on song, Kal-
ibagan reached their first fifty
i1 only nine overs before com-
pleting the hundred at the end
of the 15th over.

Manzoor, whose excessive
savagery sent Mohammedan
skipper Aminul Islam into
complete disarray, scored a
blazing 67 off only 47 balls em-
bellished with eleven firmly-
struck hits across the rope and
a couple of towering sixes,

The Pakistani right-hander
set the Dhaka Stadium ablaze
with a flurry of shots, reaching
his 50 off only 35 balls with a
mighty sixer over long-on
against Mohammedans' slow-
leit armer Mohammed Rafique,
who conceded another blow
from Harun in the same over
and over the same place.

With Manzoor on a rampage,
Aminul had to use as many as
seven bowlers without any suc-
cess. The stockily-built Pak-
istani was particularly hostile
against Mohammedans' star
Sri Lankan recruit Arjuna
Ranatunga, who conceded 16

throttled Kalabagan to a re-
sounding victory without fur-
ther damage, milking the re-
maining 25 runs in company
with Sa&![ad Ahmed.

For Mohammedans nothing
went right on the day. The deci-
sion of their skipper Aminul,
who after winning the morning
toss uﬁted to bat, proved fruit-
less when the popular Motijheel
outfit lost three wickets with
only 20 runs on the board.

Discarded national right-
arm seamer Zakir Hasan, who
was respc.isible for the early
damage, removed both the Mo-
hammedan openers Parvez (2)

and Mehrab Hossain (8) in suc-
cessive overs before slow-left
armer Enamul Haq captured
the vital wicket of Aminul Is-
lam for a duck.

An experienced Minhazul
Abedin, who scored a defiant
54, and Sri Lankan skipper
Ranatunga with a polished 38,
however, tried to mend the
early damage, putting on 63
runs for the tfourth wicket.

But once Ranatunga was
dismissed by left-arm spinner
Sharfuddowla-lbne Shahid,
Mohammedans' hopes of even a
challenging total was efiec-
tively dashed.
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wicket yesterday.

— Star photo

Did not bat: Ishtiaque, Galf-
far, Saiful, Zakaria, Selim.
Saikat, Enamul and Zakir.

Fall of wicket: 1/139.

Bowling O M R W
Jahangir 3 0O 15 O
Morshed 4 1 13 0
Rafique 4 0 37 0
Hasibul 2 0 17 0
Ranat 2 0 21 0O
Mehmu 4 0 27 1
Minhazul 4.4 1 19 0O
Resuilt: Kalabagan Krira
Chakra won by nine wickets.

Div I cricket

No stopping
Onent
Sports Reporter
GOPIBAGH FA: 160 all
out in 47.5 overs (Setu 32. Raju

29, Saiful 21, Jockey 3/19.

Lucky 3/24)
ORIENT SC: 163 for four

in 37 overs (Masum 55 n.o.,
Paltu 37, Tapu 27, Amir 15
n.o.. Setu 2/2

Result: Orient Sporting
Club won by six wickets.
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PARIS, Feb 16:
Third-seed Mary
Pierce, cheered on
by members of her
@ fan club perched
. in the wupper ter
races of the Coubertin Stadium,
won the first title of her career
in her adopted France on Sun-
day when she beat Dominique
van Roost of Belgium 6-3, 7-5 in
the final of the 480,000 dollars
Paris Indoor Open, reports AFP.
[t was sweet revenge for
Pierce who was jeered off the
same court two years ago when
she offered only token resis-
tance and complained of a back

Van Roost in all three of their
previous encounters, struggled
in the later stages of the second
set when she squandered a 4-1
lead.

But she remained surpris-
ingly cool under pressure and
showed no discomfort from the
shoulder injury which had
nearly made her walk off court
after losing the first set of her
Eganerﬁnal against Anke Hu-

I.

The sixth-seeded Van Roost,
who wore a s:;mttt:tive bandage
on her swollen playing arm,
refused to blame injury on her
defeat but she was clearly feel-

Pierce's first in France

who triumphed in Auckland
and who reached the final in
Hobart, needed to play eleven
sets over the last five days to
reach Sunday's final — seeing
off Austrian Barbara Schett,
Germany's Wiltrud Probst,
Croatia’'s Iva Majoli and
Nathalie Tauziat of France.

But she was clearly unhappy
with the crowd.

Van Roost, who held serve
only three times in the one hour
46mins match, paid a warm
tribute to her opponent.

Pierce, who was brought up
in the United States before com-
ing to France as a 15-year-old

An unbeaten half-century by
middle order Masum guided
Orient Sporting Club to a com-
fortable six-wicket victory
Gopibagh Friends Association

in a First Division cricket super |
league encounter at the Dhan- |

g:mdl Cricket Stadium yester-
y.
Chasing a moderate Gopi-

bagh total of 160 in 50 overs. |

Masum hammered 55 from as
many balls inclusive of seven
boundaries as Orient romped

. home with 13 overs to spare to
register their fourth successive |
. win in the super league. '
Coming to bat at number five |

with Orent in a bit of trouble

| on 69 for three in 19.2 overs,
Masum added a valuable 67 for |

the fourth wicket stand along
with one-down Tapu {27) to ease

the pressure and lay a smooth |

passage for his side's convinc-
ing win.
ner Paltu, with a sedate
37 o
five fours, was the other notable
contributor for Orient.
Earlier, sent onto bat first.
Gopibagh were bundled out in
47.5 overs in the face of some

| inspirational bowlings from

Jockey and Luck
shared six
themselves.

who evenly
wickets among

Lucky, who ripped through |

the Gopibagh top orders, fin-
ished with three tor 24 from his
ten overs while Jockey conceded
19 runs for his three wickets
from 6.5 overs.

Setu (32), Raju (29) and
opener Saiful (21) were the no-
table run getters for Gopibagh.

With yesterday’s win, Orient
are now almost sure to earn a

romotion in the Premier
eague next season. They are
now leading the six-team super
league table with 22 points from
13 matches, two points ahead of
the other leading side Sadharan
Bima who have 20 points from
12 matches,

The league championship
will be decided when the top two
face each other in their last
match on February 19.

I ernandez to win

P LOS ANGELES,
Feb 16. Mexico
beat the United
States 1-0 here
Sunday with a
goal from LuisH
their third
straight CONCACAF Gold Cup
crown. reports AFP.

Hernandez got the winner in
the 43rd minute, after Cuahte-
moc Blanco initiated a play on
the right winf;. He put a ball
through to Salvaldor Carmona,
whose cross was headed past US
'I;'.EEIH"[‘ Kasey Keller by Hernan-
dez.

Some 91,000 turned out at
the Los Angeles Memorial Coli-
seulti. but the United States
couldn’t keep the momentum
poing [from their historic |-0
semifinal victory over Brazil
into another trinmph

Mexico had reached the final

| W

Feb 16: Pakistan
cricket team ma-
nager Asad Aziz
J reacted with dis-
rne dain to suggestio-
ns the two players who were
mugged in South Africa last
nesday evening have been
less than honest about their
plight, reports Reuters.
Speculation has mounted
steadily that Mohammad

} JOHANNESBURG.

; Parvez ¢ Ishtiaque b Zakir 2
Mehrab c Ishtiaque b Zakir 8
! Minhazul ¢ Saiful b Enamul 54
DID U' KNOW? Sports Reporter e S :
ruhnshin Il]éaed one prudiga} I_{rs.m:-r - ;Rmau.mg; ¢ and b Saikat :Hg
whic e a quartet of fours Mehmud b Enamul
(ThE P['ﬂfESSDI‘ d“ES) Includ?;ilg threcqln successive Nasir Ahmed run out 11 | Provomeceemmemeasercoo e o s Y o
deliveries. Rafique ¢ and b Gaffar 6 | | R R N
HAT Italian cricket was Manzoor's pyrotechnics Jahangir Talukdar run out 4
I very much in an embry- eventually came to an end in Hasibul ¢ Ishtiaque b Gaffar 3
onic state in the 1980s. the 21st over when he was Morshed not out 0
The standard of their bowling caught at long-off while trying Extras: (Ib-8, w-15) 23 A
was summed up by an injury to to find his second sixer against Total: (all out in 44 overs) 152 | | e S
their captain. who was hit by a Mohammedans Pakistan leg- Fall of wickets: 1-8; 2-18; 3-
wide while fielding at gullyl spinner Shahed Mehmud. 20; 4-83; 5-100; 6-129; 7-136: 8-
They are more successful in - (| 149; 9-152: 10-152.
using the same talent when ] 1 Bowling O M R W S . & . 0 e
finding the corner of the net | Saiful 8 1 20 1| S G e
from a penalty spot. I:?;]J]t. then T ‘ g:ﬁ:;t lg {l] % ?
fferent ame. et e e || Baitkat 00 8 0 25 ] | [
fﬂﬂthall i.S d dj g \ h\ .," [ I’ Gaffﬂr 9 ﬂ ﬁ 2 ik R
! 3 | ' | Enamul 5 215 2
0 sports : ' : E KC
s [ . . Harun-ur-Rashid not out 61
Manzoor Elahi ¢ J :
WHIZ KI " @ b S Mehmud g 67
EUHFETITIEJH F‘DH SF-H-QQL CHILDREN | T TR o : i é‘:' ‘J Eﬂ]'aﬂ-: ﬂh-i nb-E, W-lﬁ]‘ ryey e e R
Cnmpetltmn-ﬂﬁ MANZOOR ELAHI . . . 67 Eam“- who f‘;;uglﬁ?dﬁllﬂ "“],’;HS HARUN .. . 61 no Iﬂtﬂl: (for one wicket in 23. Mohammedans' top scorer Minhazul Abedin plays a square cut during yesterday's Premier
in his fluent 87-ba . then overs) 104 league match against Kalabagan at the Dhaka Stadium. — Star photo

‘Mexico's treble triump

with a 1-0 victory in extra time
against Jamaica. Hernandez
scored the 105th-minute winner
inn that match as well,

On Sunday. both teams at-
tacked early.

}-Iernartf:l'rﬂz let a chance get
away in the seventh minute and
two minutes later Roy Wegerle
of the United. States missed
from inside the Mexican area,

The United States got their
best upﬁnrtunlty in the 53rd
and 54th minutes, when Preki
Radosavljevic and Joe-Max
Moore had Mexican keeper Os-
car Perez beaten but failed to
SCore.

Hernandez had another
chance when he intercepted a
ball that US defender Eddie
Pope intended for Keller, but his
effort failed.

The entrance of Preki at half
time injected more power into
the attack which Mexico tried

to counter by sending on
Braulio Luna in the 55th and
Podrigo Lara in the 67th.

The United States pressed
until the final second, while
Keller, voted Most Valuable
Player of the tournament
largely on the strength of his
performance against Brazil,
made two excellent late saves —
of shots from Luna and Her-
nandez.

Mexico have now won the
last three Gold Cup tourna-
ments, the regional champi-
onship for Central and North
America and the Caribbean.

The United States are the
only other titlists, having won
the inaugural edition in 1991.

Earlier, the world champi-
ons finished third after a 1-0
victory against Jamaica. Vet-
eran striker Romario scored the
only goal.

Akram and Saqlain Mushtaq,
who said they were attacked by
two men who leapt from a car as
they were walking towards
shops close to their hotel in a
wealthy Johannesburg suburb,
may have acquired their in-
juries elsewhere.

The attack forced the start of
the first Test against South
Africa to be delayed from Fri-
day to Saturday. It also

prompled waves ol condemna-

69 balls which tncluded |
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| muggin

‘Was it really a mugging?

over |

tion from politicians and
sl!mrts officials and a promise
that security for the touring
team would be stepped up.

Johannesburg police, how-
ever, have criticised the players
for being "uncooperative” and
this has fuelled the rumours
there may be another story.

Although police spokesmen
refuse to conlirm the subject of
their current investigations,
they would not deny that a team
of officers have talked with the
management and staff of a late-
night hostess bar called the
"Blue Orchid” close to the team
hotel.

The two Pakistan players

| were alleged by sources close tc
! the investigation to have got
| into an altercation at the club.

Police spokesman inspector
Andy Pieke told reporters on
Sunday the cricketers had been
unable to give any detailed de-
scriptions of their assailants,
or of the car they drove, other
than to say that the men were
black and the car was blue.

Pieke said the longer a
sworn statement was delayed
from the players the more
likely it was that important
details would be forgotten.

Rei.ﬁondjng to police allega-
tions the two players refu to

speak to the police on Thurs-

day, the day after the incident.

Ali Bacher, managing direc-
tor of the United Cricket Board
of South Africa, also distanced
himself from the rumours: 7l
will not question what hap-
pened. It is true." he said.

Police have expressed con-
cern that two security guards on

duty in the region of the alleged
saw, and heard, noth-
ing and that hotel security
guards and stafl never saw the
players return to the hotel de-
spite the fact Akram suffered

| lacerations to his right hand

and a badly injured ankle while
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