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AB Bank’s
notices on
4 Beximco
companies
By Staff Correspondent

The Arab Bangladesh (AB)
Bank has served notices on four

Beximco companies to realise
about Tk 120 crore in outstand-
ing loans.

Last week, the bank told
Salman F Rahman, Sohel F
Rahman, Igbal Ahmed and M A
Quashem, all of whom are its
past or t directors, to pay
the amount within two months,
according to sources.

If they fail to do so, they

See Page 12 Col 7

Advisor to BNP

chief arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Abdur Rab Choudhury, for-
mer MP and advisor to BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, was arrested from a court

remises in his home district
pur and sent to the dis-
trict jail.

The arrest was made after
the district court rejected
Choudhury's prayer for bail in a
case filed
nection with violence durin
the last general elections, BN
sources in the city said last

RIEhL.  See Page 12 Col 2

HC order on writ
challenging
Anup Chetia’s

extradition today

By SC Correspondent

The High Court today will
pass an order on the question of
issuance of rule nisi upon the
writ petition filed challengin
the proposed extradition o
Anup Chetia, Secretary General
of United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA).

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice A M Mah-
mudur man and Justice Za-
kir Ahmed yesterday after
hearing the writ tition as
motion fixed today for order.

Anup Chetia alias Golap
Barua was arrested on Decem-

With
Loan / instaliment

ainst him in con-

different locations
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"™ India’s election

FALGOON 4, 1404 BS.

.The world’s largest democracy goes to the polls Monday for the second
Pariamentary vole in less than two years. At stake are 543 elected and two

appointed seats in the lower house of india's parfiament. A simple majority is

needed 10 goverm.
Major parties
BHARATIYA UNITED
JANATA FRONT
PARTY UF B Coalition of
B Powerful right- centrists,
BdP  .ing group of yearsof inde- leftists and regional parties.
; Hindu nationalists. pendence. @ Toppled as leader of the
@ Emphasizes seif-reliasnce @ Closely associated with last government after
@ Promised to restrict the the campaign to end Congress accused member
entry of foreign goods. British rule. of supporting rebels linked
@ Led by 71-yearold Atal @ Weakened in recent 10 the assassination of
Bihari Vajpayee, known asa  years due to corruption former Prime Minister
moderate in his party. scandals and internal rifts.  Rajiv Gandhi, .
8 Led by 83-year-oid @ Members yet o decide
Ciivant Sitaram Kesri. mmmm
candidate.
parliamentary seats

India goes to polls
from today

Source: AP research
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From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI. Feb 15: The
heat and dust of a frenzied two-
week campm%:_:wr, India pre-
pared for the first phase of stag-
gered general elections tomor-
row to elect a new parliament in
lcsiﬂ iI.I-mn E;m years with all
opinion polls pointing to yet
another hung l-&uc. g

An estimated 27 crore people
are expected to exercise their

franchise in the first phase of |

balloting for 222 of the 543 Lok
Sabha constituencies in 15
states and flve union territories
that will decide the electoral
fortunes of Prime Minister I K
Gujral, his immediate predeces-
sor H D Deve Gowda, senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
Murli Manohar Joshi, Defence
Minister Samajwadi Party
president Mulayam Singh Ya-

dav, Bihar strongman Laloo |

Prasad Yadav and Bahujan
Samaj Party president Kanshi
Ram, among others.

Polling in the remaining
constituencies will be held on
Feb 22, 28 and March 2.

Mostly, it will be a straight
contest between BJP and
Congress, between Congress and

See Page 12 Col 3

Speaker Humayun Rashid

Chowdh has said he will re-
quire "a little less” than six
months to give his final verdict
on the legal status of newly-ap-
pointed uty Minister for In-

dustries Hasibur Rahman Swa-
gan's membership of the Jatiya
sad.

"Former Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali took a year to dis-
pose of a similar issue. But |
won't take such a long time. For
me, it will need less than half
the time Razzak Shaheb took.*

ber 21, 19991y the police from "‘Hﬁ gann 'gl':na'd igﬁe: yest : '1;

his rented house at Moham-
madpur in the city.

It was learnt trom the news
report that the Indian govern-
ment requested the government

See Page 12 Col 7
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River-bordered capital
city needed
decentralisation; and
Grameen shalish:
Dealing with
disputes
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By Nazmul Ashraf

In this regard, a smiling
Speaker said the judges also
take a long time for disposal of
cases.

Elected on the BNP ticket in
the last general election, Swa-
pan joined the 'government of
national consensus' as a deputy
minister on February 9. BNP
expelled Swapan on charge of
anti-organisational activities
more than three hours before he
took oath of office.

Humayun Rashid Chowd- -

hury further said that the law

ﬂLegal status of Hasibur being
examined: Speaker

cation of one's seat in the par-
liament as well as relevant
precedence at home and abroad.

Referring to a BNP letter sent
to him on Thursday, requesting
him to take n measures
for publication of gazette noti-
fication for the vacation of
Swapan's Sangsad seat, the
Speaker said the main thrust of
the legal examination was if the
Opposition lawmaker had
crossed the floor.

The BNP letter to the
SPcaker. written by Chief Whip
Q

leader |
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A different
book fair
this year

By M M Aminul Islam

The Amar Ekushey Boi Mela
continued to attract large
crowds as it entered its second
week yesterday.

This year the stalls have
been restricted to only within
the a Academy premises,
The authorities in the last few
years had allowed stalls along
the main road outside the
academy premises — stretching
from the Chattar to TSC.

The usual festivity which
used to centre around the tradi-
tional Ekushey Boi Mela has
faded to a great extent with in-
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‘NBR chairman resigns

'under pressure'

By Staff Correspondent

Chairman of National Board
of Revenue Shah Abdul Hannan
resigned yesterday following
intense pressure from an influ-
ential minister and a business
house over realising huge
amount of evaded tax, accord-
ing to sources.

Hannan, who was on exten-
sion till April, suddenly took
the decision and resigned at
noon.

Before resigning he had
talks with Finance iﬂrlisler S
A M S Kibria and con his
decision. Later, he handed over
charge to Member (Excise) M S |

legislator Hasibur Rahman
Swapan into the cabinet of
. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has raised, along with raising
eye-brows of many, at least a
couple of logical questions in
the country's political arena:
What prompted the government
to irritate the BNP, especially
when the process of negotia-
tions between the AL and BNP
was still on for the latter to re-
turn to the House? Second, wh

did the AL high-command pici
a BNP back-bencher, offering
him a ministerial position,
when the Awami League, with
the supgort of Jatiya Party and
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, has
been enjoying a comfortable
majority over the BNP-Jamaat
opposition in Jatiya Sangsad

anyway?

Sector for the year 1995-96.

auspicious Occasion,

We are happy to announce that MBM has been awarded the
National Export Trophy-Bronze in the Ready-made Gaments

Onmﬁapp;nmmweﬂmkmmmﬂssasm—
Cates and well wishers for their cooperation and support in
hiaving s National I

M_rnpealdyouwiﬂwemjoyaﬁhapmessmm

MBM Garments Ltd.
Mirpur, Dhaka Fax: 803515.

What's up AL's sleeves?

By Nurul Kabir
The recent induction of BNP

Swapan, a parliament mem-
ber elected on the BNP ticket
from Sirajganj-7 constituency.
was made Deputy Minister for
Industries on February 9 last.
The Prime Minister and some
of her cabinet coll es hold-
ing important portiolios were
seen witnessing Swapan's oath-
taking ceremony. Many Awami
League insiders, even some cab-
inet members, were caught by
surprise at this event.

e fact that only a handful
of leaders of AL knew what was
happening, proves that the
Premier herself took interest in
Swapan's desertion of the BNP,
and has gone to the extent of
rewarding the deserter with a
ministerial position.

Swapan's case would defi-
nitely make many veteran AL
legislators. especially those as-

See Page 12 Col ]

Second phase of
arms surrender

today

BAGHAICHHARI (Ranga-
mati), Feb 15: The second ghaac
of arms surrender by Shan-
tibahini guerillas takes place at
Baghaichhari High School
ground tomorrow, rts UNB.

Some 545 Shantibahinimen
will lay down their arms and
ammunition to Home Minister
Major (retd) Rafiqul Islam at a
colourful ceremony at 11:25 in
the mumlnﬁ.

They will be led by Pele in
depositing arms in presence of
leaders of Jana Sanghati

See Page 12 Col 1

Aman shortfall has dealt
a big blow to char people

. Commerce

ﬁ

ICC chief arrives
In City tomorrow

Star Business Reporter

Helmut O Maucher. Presi-
dent. International Chamber of
(ICC), and the
Chairman of the Nestle SA.
Switzerland, will pay a visit to
Bangladesh tomorrow.

aucher is ted to ar-
rive at Zia International Air-
rt at 5:00 am on the day by
is private plane.
uring his one day stay,
Maucher will call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Mah-
bubur Rahman, President of
ICC Bangladesh. Latifur Rah-
man, Vice President of ICC
Bangladesh and Chairman,
Nestle Bangladesh Ltd., A Rob

Chowdhury, Vice President, ICC
Bangladesh, NJS Miller, Man-
agin Director. Nestle
Bangladesh Ltd. will accom-
pany him.

Maucher will also call on the
Minister for Commerce and In-
dustries, Tofael Ahmed .

The ICC President will also
attend a Luncheon Meeting with
the members of ICC
and the Bangladesh business

See Page 12 Col 1

By Inam Ahmed and Reaz Ahmad, back from
northern district

Across the vast expanse of
sandbars, four young men were
slowly walking along. They
looked exhausted, their un-
combed hair were flying in the
air, and there was an expression
of despair on their faces. None
of them had taken any food in
24 hours and they still had to go
another four miles on foot to
reach home.

The four men had crossed
the Brahmaputra river at
Chilmari Bandar in search of
work. But the rty stricken
charlands in Kurigram offered
them no job, not even for a sin-
gle day.

Perennially an impover-
ished area, the charlands in
Kurigram offers a specially dif-

ficult time this year to the peo-
ple living there. The Aman
addy shortfall has dealt a big
to the food security of the
chars. Jobs have shrunk, leav-

for & Hvelihood, ) ook

Saiful Islam, one of the four
youths walking on the shoals,
said, "I went to Barbaranda vil-
lage of Roumari in search of
agricultural work. But job too is
hard to find this time as Boro
plantation has shrunk.”

Before leaving home, Saiful

borrowed some and gave
it to his wife. "I told her to
somehow for some days

}:eii:ure I ﬂrerléurn with tn:aney. But
ave ady wasted my re-
See Page 12 Col 6
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resigned, Hannan said, "I re-
signed on Persunal grounds. I
am grateful to the Prime Minis-
ter and the Finance Minister
for assigning me with impor-
tant duties.” He refused to elab-
orate.

But sources said the Prime
Minister's Office (PMQ] had
asked the NBR chairman to
Eursue the tax evasion case of a

ig business group having in-
terests in cosmetics. When the
chairman took initiatives to
realise the tax, he was asked to
refrain from such actions by an
influential minister.

section of the Secres . 0l .the Opposition in parliament creasing' police vigilance and | Chowdhury, who is also due to Last week, the chairman and
tariat was minutely examining Khﬂ-ﬂﬂoﬂﬁﬂf Delwar Hossain. | gtriet maintenance of the time retire on Febroary 24, the minister had about 20 min-
afternoon. various laws relating to the va- See Page 12 Col 7 See Page 12 Col 3 When askfdﬁr he suddenly See Page 12 Col 8
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& receive the Priority in the 1%, 2™ & 3" floor.
- :Grand Launching at Hotei Sonergoan
17" & 18" Feb. 1998.
Attractive discount at launching event.

Launching Programme will be inaugurated by

1 - Mr. Mohammed Nasim 3
- Honourable Minister for Post, Tele-Communication,

' Housing & Public Works

on 17th Feb. at 10 A M.

Akheri
Munajat
today

TONGI. Feb 15: The three-
“ay Bisv  litema: e secon:

o Y s f  Mus
winsynext to Hajy eads toda;
with Akheri Munajat . reports
UNBE.

Maulana Saad Miaji Mehbar
or Maulana Zubair. members of
the Sura of Biswa Tablig Ja-
maat, are expected to lead the
Munajat before Zohr prayers.

About 25 lakh Muslims, in-
cluding 3,000 from 61 forei
countries will take Eart in the
Akheri Mun?jat seeking divine
blessings for the uslim
ummah and wurld_?eﬂee.

Devotees are still pouring in

See Page 12 Col 2
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