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African forces oust Sierra Leone
junta in bold offensive

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone,
Feb 14 : Amid charred bodies
and the smoldering rubble of a
RuniuhinF military victory, a

igerian-led African army took
control of Sierra Leone's embat-
tled capital Friday, reports AP,

The coalition out a 10-
month-old junta in a final of-
fensive this week and is ﬁs{eﬂ

to restore the ousted
in what appears to Africa’'s
first successful ment with
using military might to return
an elected %ovemment rather
than topple it.

By iday, the African

coalition controlled most of the
city, although sporadic gunfire
could still be heard. Authorities
: a dusk-to-dawn curfew
and worked to restore order,
broadcasting radio appeals to
listeners to surrender their
arms and refrain from retalia-
tory attacks on junta troops.

Gunmen loyal to the coun-
try's fast-dissolving military
regime were either in flight,
hiﬁlng or had been served swift
street justice by angered civil-
ians.

City residents danced in the
streets while the charred bodies

of at least seven junta soldiers
killed in revenge attacks lay
battered in the gutter,

The junta's removal clears
the way for the return of Presi-
dent Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, who
was driven from rene-

ade military commanders in

ay: -

There was no immediate
word on when the coalition
planned to return Kabbah to
power. Nor was there any.im-
mediate indication the coali-
tion intended to retain control
indefinitely.

The whereabouts of Lt. Col.
Johnny Paul Koroma, the
leader of the Blood May coup,
were not known. Hundreds of

other junta troops had surren-
dered and thrown down their
WEapoIns.

e West African force in-
tervened in Sierra Leone soon
after Koroma toppled Kabbabh.
After bombarding Freetown in
a failed attempt to drive the
Lunta from power, the coalition

lockaded Freetown's port to
prevent food, fuel and other ne-
cessities from reaching the city.
The Economic Community

of West African States autho-

rised the force, which is domi-
nated by Nigerians. Troops
from Ghana and Guinea play
much smaller roles.

Despite its human rights
record at home, Nigeria a

tubeﬂ&%tulm rove its im-
age by ming West Africa's
self-appointed guardian of

democracy.
Unlike past peacekeeping
and peacemaking efforts in
Africa — including the incon-
clusive UN missions in ola
— Sierra Leone's West Africa
intervention force may be in
the process of setting a prece-
dent for restoring elected rule
through outside African mili-
tary intervention.

A senior coalition comman-
der, Nigerian Maj. Gen. Timo-
thy Shelpidi, said from his
headquarters in Monrovia,
Liberia, that several of his
planes had forced down two
unta attack helicopters in

onrovia and captured the 25
people inside.

unknown number of the
Hasscngers were believed to be
eeing junta officials,

"They are being inl:rmdgatcd
right now,” Shelpidi said, giv-
ing no details.

On the sidelines Friday. the
UN Security Council urged the
African force to allow s
delivery of humanitarian aid.

~ Council diplomats had urged
Kabbah's restoration but never
backed the use of force; foreign
ministers of the coalition na-
tions visited the United Nations
last week but gave no indication
of the offensive that was then
days away.

Council President Denis
Dangue Rewaka of Gabon re-
fused to say whether that lack
of advance notice was an em-
barrassment to the council.

In Washington, State De-

ent spokesman James P,

ubin said he that Sierra

Leone's elected government

would soon be returned to power

and that calm would be re-
stored.

He promised that the United
States would work with the
Kabbah government to help the
pressing needs of Sierra Leone's
civilians.

Fighting has devastated
mani{ parts of Freetown, with
artillery shells and mortars
slamming down on residential
districts with seemingly little

regard for a yet-uncounted
civilian toll.

The few medical clinics able
to keep functioning have been

overwhelmed, aid workers said.’

. It was not immediately clear
which side had shelled the
civilian areas, or if the shells
had been fired by both sides.

International aid workers
have warned of a humanitarian
crisis if food and medical at-
tention does not quickly reach
the hundreds of thousand of
Eeople who have been trapped

etween warring forces in
Freetown.

Up to 18 per cent of civilians
in the country's northern dis-
tricts face acute malnutrition,
CARE., the World Food Pro-

amme and other aid groups

ave warned,
Up to a half-million Free-

town civilians who had been cut

off from food aid shipments
during the fighting were in

jeopardy, the World Food Pro-
gramme said Thursday.
The intervention force

launched its attack last week.

Its troops captured large parts
of the city centre ursday

while civiians welcomed their

victory with street celebrations.

crashed Filipino
plane found

MANILA, Feb 14: Searchers
have found the cockpit voice
recorder of a DC-9 jet that
crashed nearly two weeks ago in
the southern Philippines with
104 people aboard., an official
sald Saturday, reports AP,

The voice recorder was Lhe
last key instrument to be found
in the investigation into the
cause of the Cebu Pacific Air
plane's crash into a steep moun-
tain ridge, which killed every-
one aboard.

Jesus Dureza, chief of the
rescue committee dealing with
the crash, said the recovery
Friday of the instrument,
which records conversations
between the pilots and between
the plane and the airport tower,
would allow the search at the
crash site to wind up soon.

He said only 14 %ﬂdltﬁ have
been identified so far, including
an Australian and an Austrian.
The identification of victims
will continue, he added.

There were no survivors of
the crash, the worst aviation
disaster in Philippine history.
The plane was traveling from
Manila to Cagayan de Oro city.

There were also at least two
Americans, one Japanese, one
Canadian, and one Swiss on the

| i

paqpﬁc plane’s flight data
recorder., which was recovered
last week, has been sent to
Canada for analysis.

A supporter of Sonia Gandhi, widow of fum.i'nlnan

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, waves a cut-out as he
shouts slogans for the Congress Party at a rally in New

Delhi, Friday.

— AP/UNB photo

‘Malaysia, S’pore
need to be more
flexible in

dealings
SINGAPORE, Feb 14
Malaysia and pore need to

be more flexible in their deal-
ings for relations to improve,
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad said in an in-
terview RTE the Straits Times,
ter.
repo“{thscrt must be areas for
compromise or there is no point
talking at all. We are prepared
not to be ri dandwee.xpeut
that both sides must do it,” the
Singapore-based paper today
him as sa :

Mahathir is scheduled to
meet Singapore Prime Minister
Goh Chok Tong on Monday and
the two sides are expected to is-
sue a communiqué after the
meeting.

He declined to reveal the
communique's contents, saying
only : "I hope it is going to be
very positive.”

Relations between Singapore
and Malaysia went through a
sticky Patl:h last year after Sin-

apore's senior minister Lee
ﬁuna Yew described Malaysia's

southern Johore state of being

"notorious for shootings, mug i

gingynd car ackings. o4 i
Howard begins
refocusing

on political

1ssues of 98

THREDBO, Australia, Feb
14: Australian Prime Minister
John Howard today began refo-
cusing his government col-
leagues on the political issues of

1998, widely expected to be an
election year, reports Reuter.

About 100 of 130 conserva-
tive Liberal-National Coalition
government politiclans have
gathered in Australia's premier
ski resort, Thredbo, to consider
likely election issues, including
the economy, taxation reform,
and al seats strategy.

Government politicians said
it was time to move the agenda
on after an historic two-week
convention which voted in
favour of making Ausfralia a
republic. Howard has promised
a nationwide referendum on the
issue in 1999.

"We'll move the agenda on
from the convention," Trade

. Minister Tim Fischer told re-
gﬂiters on his arrival in
edbo.

In a closed meeting this
morning, Howard outlined the
political outlook for 1998, de-
tailing potential areas of weak-
ness and s i

The mee comes less then
one week after government
backbencher Paul Zammit r--
signed from the Liberal Purty,
accusing Howard ~f » jack of
leadership and integrity.
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erian rebel's death confirmed:

The Algerian government confirmed Friday that an Islamic

Matinss bEthe 24th
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amphibious assault ship USS Guam which is currently in transit to the Persian Gulf to
support Operation' Southern Watch. A day after Russia strongly objected to American
military threats against Iraq, President Clinton sajd Friday. He respects Moscow's. view . but

"Nyet' is not 'no’ for the United States under these circumstances”.

— AP/UNB photo

Police, troops patrol streets of

riot-torn Indonesian towns

PAMANUKAN, Indonesia,
Feb 14: Police and troops pa-
trolled riot-torn towns east of
the capital Saturday as resi-
dents salvaged what they could
from hundreds of burned out
and ransacked Chinese-owned
shops and houses, reports AP.

The heavy security presence
brought an uneasy calm to
about a dozen towns that were
wrecked Friday, the most vio-
lent day of protest since the on-
set of Indonesia's worst eco-
nomic crisis in three decades.

Police said one man was
trampled to death by a rampag-
ing crowd of more than 3, in
Losari, about 200 kilometres
(125 miles) east of Jakarta.
Some residents reported hear-
ing gunshots, but police de-
clined to comment.

Hundreds of buildings were
attacked and dozens of rioters
were detained after security
personnel, armed with shields
and sticks, restored order.

The Jakarta Post newspaper
described Friday's outburst as
"el tlljluurs_ of 5 aos."

0obs vented anger against
Chinese traders the%r h‘laﬁi for
‘ue soaring prices and massive
unemployment that followed a
plunge in the value of the cur-
rency, the rupiah.

“All these economic prob-

nilitant accused of plotting a spate of deadly bombings in Paris
in 1995 is dead, AP says from Algiers.

Ali Touchent, on the run since the bom

bings that killed nine

people and injured 200 others, was first reported dead by inde-
l:v:ndant erian newspapers last year. But authorities refused
confirm the reports. On Friday, 11';19%&13'3 security forces said

Touchent had been killed in May
lamic militant in a shooting near a hotel in

7, along with another Is-

owntown Algiers.

They said the bodies had not been immediately identified.

Sudanese mourn leaders' deathg:

Thousands of Sudanese clad in their traditional mournin
colour of white crowded a downtown square Friday to mourn

the vice president and ei
plane crash a day earlier,

ght other political leaders killed in a

AP

Hassan Turabi, the guvennnent*é Islamic ideologue, led the

four-hour funeral, chanting

until his voice

rew hoarse. Ma{

Gen Zubair Mohammed Saleh, the vice president, and the eigh

others were killed when their mili

plane carrying 57 pas-

sengers skidded off the runway and into the Sobat River in

Southern Sudan.

Iankacmbes into threat to newsman:

President

rika Kumaratunga

has ordered a probe into

::l:catsuagaj?nt t% jw't who has reported on allegations of
rruption in the tary, a state-run news r reported
Saturday, AP says from Colombo. AT

“The government is deeply

perturbed over this incident,” The

Daily News quoted Media Minister Mangala Samaraweera as
sa . Igbal Athas, who won the US-based Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists' International Press Freedom Award in 1994,

told

Gaughter

that five men entered his home Thursda t and
agunathimlnﬂ:eprummufhiuwlfeang'g?:ﬁr-nld

lems are fault of the Chinese,”
said one man, in Pamanukan
about 90 kilometres (56 miles)
east of Jakarta,

BURMA CHINA 0
") PHILIPPINES
VIETNAM

L g

Ethnic Chinese, who Afe
mainly Christian or Buddhist,
make u}) only about four L{)cr
cent of Indonesia's 113_:::pula on
of 202 million, which is about

90 per cent Muslim.
hinese run most stores in
towns and cities and complain
that they're being made scape-
goats for the economic mess.
Rioters pelted stones at
buildings and vehicles. Others
grabbed goods from shop
shelves. piled them in the
streets and set them on fire.
Many Chinese hid in friends’

homes or took shelter in police
stations.

One Chinese storekeeper
wept openly as he surveyed the
damage to his shop on Satur-
day. Along the street crowds of
people took what they could

carry from other wrecked
stores.
Other traders up. say-

ing they would leave the area
until the situation calmed.

At the height of the chaos
fearful residents painted the
word "Muslim” on their doors to

keep rioters from attacking

their homes. Three Chinese
churches were raided and their
furniture burned.

"I don't know who did this
here. Thtgv were strangers to
me." said one resident in
Sukamandi, 75 kilometres (45
miles) east of Jakarta.

The ordeal of Friday's out-
burst was terrifying for many.

Navy gunboats kill 10 Tigers
in north-eastern Lanka

COLOMBO, Feb 14: Navy
unboats killed at least 10
amil Tiger guerillas in north-

eastern Sri Lanka today in an
attack on rebel vessels, defence
officials said, reports AFP.

The navy detected the boats
of the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
off the coast of Pulmoddai at
dawn Saturday, officials said,
adding that one boat was sunk
and two others were damaged by
naval fire.

In a second confrontation
hours later another rebel boat
was sunk, the officials said.

The Tigers returned fire but
there were no navy casualties,
the sources said.

The navy action came a day
after Junior Defence Minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte said the
military had successfully re-
pulsed a Tamil rebel offensive
against a strategic military
base in the north of the country.

Ratwatte rejected LTT
claims they had captured the
town of Kilinochchi after a fe-
rocious attacks two weeks ago.

"They came to our first line
of defence but we have driven
them back,” Ratwatte told re-
Egrtm here Friday. "Our troops

ve gone back to their original
ilne]:. e have not lost even

nch."”

 ° 1

The LTTE said Friday they

were in Kilinochchi and had re-

ul:;d an advance on the town
€ :

Kilinochchi is a strategi-
cally located town along a key
highway the army has been
battling to reopen since May.

More than 1,150 soldiers
have been killed with many
more wounded since the offen-
sive was launched on May 13,
making the operation involv-
ing 20, troops and the blood-
iest yet for the army.

e military says it has
killed more than 3,000 rebels, a
claim denied by the LTTE.

Filipino beheaded
for murdering
Indian in KSA

RIYADH, Feb 14 : Saudi
Arabia has beheaded a Filipino
convicted of robbing and mur-
dering an Indian man, a news-
R%’pﬂ reported Saturday, says

Lucio Nikin was executed in
Riyadh on Friday for the mur-
der of Ibrahim Fargas, Al-
Riyadh newspaper reported,
quoting an Interior Ministry
statement.

to remove threat
to Rushdie’s life

LONDON, Feb 14: The Euro-
pean Union made a new appeal
to Iran today not to carry out a
death order against British au-
thor Salman Rushdie, reports
Reuter,

The plea was made by
Britain, current president of the

EU. on the ninth anniversary of

a fatwa, or religious ruling. by
Iran's former spiritual leader,
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini,
that condemned Rushdie to
death for alleged blasphemy in
his novel "The Satanic Verses.”

The fatwa said any Muslim
in a position to kill Rushdie
had a duty to do so.

The British statement, is-
sued by the Foreign Office, urged
the Iranian authorities to work
with the EU to find a satisfac-
tory solution.

"The European Union wel-
comes the new Iranian govern-
ment's stated commitment to
respect the rule of law and their
emphasis on the need for a dia-
logue of civilisations.

"The EuruPean Union hopes
that this will take up towards
the assurances that we need to
remove the threat to Salman
Rushdje's life.” the statement
el L L

British “ officials said For-
eign Secretary Robin Cook
would meet Rushdie soon to un-
derline the government's com-
mitment to his case.

US welcomes
release of Cuban
prisoners

WASHINGTON. Feb 14:
MaintaininF an unyielding
line, the Clinton administra-
tion welcomed Cuba’s decision
to release dozens of prisoners
but withheld any matching US
ﬁature to Fidel Castro, reports

Pope John Paul was credited
for the release of the prisoners,
who were on a list of several
hundreds presented to Cuban
authorities by the Vatican dur-
ing his visit.

"If these releases lead to an
increase in the sphere of free-
dom inside Cuba, they are an
important development.,”
James P Rubin, the State De-
partment spokesman, said Fri-
day. "But until we have further
information on the scope and
conditions of these releases, we
cannot fully assess their signif-
icance.”

Rubin said the United States

.was particularly concerned that
many political prisoners were
not being released and that
those who were released may be
forced into exile.

In Havana, Cuba ruled out
any immediate ons for 70
of the hundreds of prisoners the
Pope asked to be Ireed, sayi
they posed threats to nation
security or public safety.

ULFA threatens bloodshed

against voting in India

GAUHATI, India, Feb 14: A
separatist group in northeast-
ern India on Saturday warned
of bloodshed if people vote in
the general elections to parlia-
ment that begins In two days,
reports AP.

In a statement faxed to me-
dia offices in the state of As-
sam, the chief of the United Lib-
eration Front of Assam, Ara-
binda Rajkhowa said "accep-
tance of the Indian democratic
system ... would only open the

oors for more bloodshed.”

He asked the state's 15 mil-
lion voters not to head to
polling stations Monday.

State Chief Minister Pra-
fulla Kumar Mahanta admitted
the separatist warning would
scare voters in rural areas. He
ur people to resist the rebel
call, which he said was influ-
enced by foreign powers creat-
ing a reign of terror in the state.
He did not elaborate,

Police officer S P Ram, over-
seeing the security arrange-
ments for the balloting, said 40
per cent of the states 17.500
poMing stations have been de-
clared sensitive.

"We are faced with an aéhte |

shortage of forces. That's our
biggest problem now,” he said in
an interview.

Thousands of armed police-
men and paramilitary police
fanned out across the state, the
country’s main tea-growing re-
gion.

Friday night, a planeload of

aramilitary soldiers were
own to the state. Another
2,000 army commandos are ex-
pected to arrive in the state Sat-

urdaﬁ,

The independent Election
Commission Friday rejected a
plea from the state government
to spread the poll over two days
in Assam, but the organisation
refused to do that.

In the last few weeks, ULFA,
which is fighting for an inde-
pendent homeland for nearly a
decade, has killed three top po-
litical leaders in Assam. e
rebels accuse the federal gov-
ernment of economic exploita-
tion luf the state of 24 million

ople.

n Friday, a student group
enforced a strike to revise the

volers, list to, eliminate people.
the students accused of being il-

legal migrants from

Bangladesh.
oting is staggered by n
over six non-consecutive days
to allow paramilitary forces
time to deploy at different
trouble spots, including Assam.
Two hundred twenty-two of the
seats will be contested Monday.
The balloting in the world's
largest democracy involves
some 600 million voters,
850,000 polling stations and 4.5
million polling staff.

Elections were called three
years ahead of schedule after
the Congress Party withdrew
support from the minority
United Front coalition of Prime

Minister | K Gujral in Decem-
ber.

Newspapers have reported
high disinterest in the latest
election, especially after more
than a dozen large political par-
ties splitl. Scti.}ng aside ideol-
ogy, politica roups have
funnecr alliances ﬁrith gn eye on
coming to power.

Several opinion polls have
indicated that no single group
will win enough seats to form a
government. |

UN sending team to survey

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 14:
The United Nations is sending a
team to survey eight sites Iraq
says are off-limits to UN arms
inspectors and UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan is consid-
ering a trip to Baghdad, offi-
cials said on Friday, reports
Reuter.

The extent of the so-called
Iraqi Eresidcntial compounds,
and what they encompass, are a
matter of controversy in the
crisis threatening to explode
with a US military strike on

Ira_?.

he team, due to arrive in
Irag on Sunday, includes two
Austrian surveyors and will be
led by Staffan de mistura of
Sweden, director of the UN In-
formation Center in Rome and
former UN Humanitarian coor-
dinator for Iraq.

Meanwhile, Annan, who has
expressed his readiness to fly to
Baghdad himself, held a second
meeting on Friday with the five
permanent members of the Se-
curity Council — the United
States, Russia, Britain, China
and France — and scheduled a
third meeting for Monday.

Iraq, as well as Russia and
some other council members,
are pressing him to visit Bagh-

| dad to try to resolve the current

Sexual harassment cas

US secret service members
may be questioned

WASHINGTON, Feb 14: With
no date in sight for Monica
Lewinsky to testify, prosecutors
pressed forward F‘Ilj-lday with
negotiations aimed at bringing
secret Service members in for
questioning before the grand
jury investigating allegations
of a presidential affair and
cover-up, reports AP.

The notion of tight-lipped
Secret Service agents being
compelled to testify about
President Clinton's private ac-
tions drew resistance from gov-
ernment officials concerned
that it could ljen ardize the tra-
ditional leve ulp trust between
presidents and their protectors.

Treasury and Justice De-

artment officials sought to

imit the scope of questioning

to what Secret Service members

t know about those outside

the first famiﬁrl. according to

governmendt officials speaking
on candition of anonymity,

Under such an arrangement,
agents theoretically could be
questioned about what they ob-
served or heard fromm Ms Lewin-
sky or others who came in con-
tact with the first family.

But it was unclear whether
prosecutor Kenneth Starr would
press for more specific testi-

mony involving Clinton's ac-
tions or words, and area that

administration officials have
vowed to resist.

There was no sign of an
aErﬂement to bring Ms Lewin-
sky before the grand jury, al-
though the formner White House
intern was back in Washingion
at"ter a 10-day visit to Califor-
nia.

A scheduled grand jury ap-
pearance by Ms Lewinsky this
week and an earlier appoint-
ment for her to give a deposi-
tion in the Paula Jones sexual
harassment lawsuit both came
and went without producing
any testimony.

For now, than, Ms Lewin-
sky's only statement to investi-

ators' is an affidavit in the
ones case in which she denied
having a sexual relationship
with the president. That state-
ment is at odds with tape-
recorded conversations in
which she spoke in detail of
sexual relations with Clinton
and of him encouraging her to
cover it up.

The president has strongly
denied having a sexual rela-
tionship with Ms Lewinsky or
asking her to lie about it.

crisis over inspections peace-
fully and head off military ac-
tion by the United States and
Britain, which have massed
shi;ﬁ and planes in the Gulf.

¢ aim of his meetings with
the permanent members of the
Security Council is to on a
package of proposals he could
take to Iraq, according to some
sources, the US position was
not yet clear.

e secretary-general said a
mission to Ba;%agdm'}ﬂmds to be
Erepared very carefully, both

ere in New York and on the
ground in Baghdad."

"l have told people.. that
what | am after a workable so-
lution, not a trip. I hope that in
the next few days, s would
clarify and positions will be
brought closer and that a trip to
Baghclad would be meaningful.
And at that point I would be
ready to go to dad."

Asked whether the perma-
nent council members were
close to agreement on a set of
proposals, Annan told re-
porters: "The fact that we have
met a second time and we have
fixed a third meeting indicates
that there is a for us
to work together and find a
common ground that will per-

mit me to move on the Bagh-

8 suspected Iraqi sites

dad.”

While the United States and
Britain are preparing military
action aﬁa.lnst Iraq if it fails to
allow UN weapons inspectors
full access to all presidential
sites, Russia and China are

strongly opposed to any use of
fnrcc.glg‘ra?me takes a similar

wosition.

Annan said: "We reaffirmed
the basic principles at stake,
including the need to imple-
ment the resolutions of the Se-
curity Council fully and with-
out conditions.”

Referring to the presidential
sites, he said Friday's
focused on "The need to define
them and the possible explo-
ration of modalities to inspect
them."

"Large areas of common

but discussions

will continue and we will meet

ain.... at 4 pm (2100 GMT) on
onday.” :

Annan said he expected the
survey team to complete its
work in three or four days.

Iraq has said its presidential
sites could be inspected, but
only once, du a 60-day
riod and that the inspection
teams would answer to the Se-
curity Council, not UNSCOM -

Off the Record

reports AP.

In what has become an annual ritual, a record number of
1,500 couples re%st&red their marriages in Bangk
alentine's Day, but many drastically scaled
back celebrations because of current hard times.
"We won't have any celebration this eve
Lance Cpl. Chakrarin Rattana, 30. "We can't alford a honey-
moon, and I'm only taking a half-day off."
l:g Iy reElstcrlng his 10-year union with Ji-
29, otel serving as a vast marriage
reau for one day, enabling couples to have the neighbourhood —
Bang Rak, or love district — stamped on the marriage docu-

of love" to mark

Chakrarin was

raporn Rohwawat, at a

ments.

Two floors of the Narai Hotel were packed with couples who

patiently waited their turns in rows of chairs. Many had been

ars
cial.

Nine couples, including one who were blind and were treated

as the couple of the day, had both traditional wedding and regis-

wed in religious ceremonies
Valentine's Day to make it o

tration at the hotel.
A poll taken of 1,898

Farmer's Bank showed that 21.2 per
cent saw it as moderately impor-
tant, and 23.3 per cuc:_:?rnui it.

Bang Rak regist 000 marriage
year. Part of the 1998 increase ma
tributed to the economic crisis rocking Thailand an
funl:]lﬂ Asian miracle economies.

y contrast, registering a marriage in Bang
Additionally, each couple gets a coupon for cosmetics, a Buddha
amulet, a marriage handbook and a pack of condoms.

to Valentine's Day, 55.5 per

1996 and 1,000 last

Valentine weddings
in love district

BANGKOK, Feb 14: Money may not buy love, but romance

wasn't immune from Asia's economic crisis on Valentine's Day,

k residents last week by Thai

ok's "district

." said Police

bu-

ago. but had waited for a

cent gave much importance

s on Valentine's Day in
be at-
other

Rak office is free.




