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PA slaps ban on pro-Iraq der_pon_st_rartion

Saddam's showdown with US whips

RAMALLAH, West Bank. Feb
13: Yasser Arafat got badly
hume;;l once over Iraq. This
time, he's utrugﬂng to escape
the fire, reports AP.

Saddam Hussein's show-
down with the United States
over weapons inspections has
whipped ? fury among Pales-
tinians, already an about

the near-total wn of the
Mideast peace process and the

ﬁﬂnvﬂtjms they suffer as a re-

But Arafat — wHose only
hope of getting the peace process
moving again lies with Wash-
ington — can't afford to join in
the shrill denunciations of
America. Instead, he finds him-

self in the tion of trying to
suppress them — worse still,
unsu

Under pressure from the
United States, Arafat's Pales-
tinian Authority slapped a ban
on pro-Iragq demonstrations on
Tuesday, r two such protests
flared into fighting with Israeli
troops.

NEW DELHI, Feb 13: India,
the world's largest democracy,
goes to the polls from Monday
in a fiercely-contested battle
expected to produce a hyng par-
liament for the second time in
4s many years, analysts said
today, reports AFP.

Around 600 million people
are eligible to cast their votes
during the election, staggered
over four days during the com-
i;lg weeks and e:nclmg‘r.m March

The country's Hindu na-
tionalists are tip to top the
polls but fall short of a decisive
majority in the 545-member
house.

"As the first date of polling
draws near, it is clear that the
country is headed for another
hung parliament,” an opinion
%ull published today in the

mes of India newspaper said.

It was the third survey
within 10 days to predict a frac-
tured verdict.

Leaders of the outgoing
multi-party United ront
coalition have hinted such a re-
sult could lead to another post-
election alliance between them
and the Congress p to keep
the Hindu nationalists from
power — as happened after 1996
elections.

“The situation is very fluid,"
a United Front leader told AFP,

“It is very difficult to pay what

the results could be’like,

The Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and almost a dozen alfies say
they are confident of winning a
majority this time and of form-
ing their first stable govern-
ment.

BJP leaders have warned a
hung parliament would only
lead to further political insta-
bility in a country that is about
to elect its fifth government
within two years.

The Congress, India's oldest
party and second only in size to
the BJP, is relaying on Italian-
bot1i Sonia Gandhi as its cam-
paign figurehead to prevent a

P victory.

Sonia Gandhi, widow of as-
sassinated former Indian pre-
mier Rajib Gandhi and the in-
heritor of the Nehru-Gandhi po-
litical legacy, has rejuvenated

Two Congress
members criticise
US policy on Israel

WASHINGTON, Feb 13: Two
members of Congress assailed
the Clinton administration
Thursday for urging Israel to
‘make territorial concessions
while Palestinians stage rallies
in support of Iraq and permit
terrorist suspects to go free, re-
ports AP.

Matt Salmon, a ubli-
can Ifrom Arizona, told Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright, testifying before the
House International Relations
Committee, that "your adminis-
tration, in its noble quest for
sccuringaa lasting peace in the
Middle East, may be facilitating
the emergence of yet another
despotic regime.”

"The regime I'm talking
about is the Palestinian Au-
thority controlled by Yasser
Arafat."”

Questioning Albright later,
Rep Brad Sherman, a rat
from California, accused the
administration of intending to
break the law by refusing to es-
tablish the US Embassy in
Jerusalem, which Israel con-
siders its capital. rather than
Tel Aviv. :

Sithanouk could
be country’s last
monarch, warns

Hun Sen

PHNOM PENH, Feb 13: Cam-
bodian leader Hun Sen warned
that King Norodom Sihanouk
could be the country's last
mu:la}'ch if members of the
r amily continue to engage
it?y pnlitlcu.}:*cporta AP.

Although Hun Sen attributed
that analysis to others, many
observers interpreted it as an-
other of the Cambodian leader's
threats against the monarchy.

His comments came from an
interview in the January 12 edi-
tion of the French news Le
Figaro which was reproduced
and appeared for the first time
in Cambodia in Hun Sen's
monthly bulletin published on
Friday.

The ban didn't stop hundreds
of demonstrators from taking
to the tough streets of the West
Bank towns of Nablus and He-
bron on Thursday to burn US

flags, scream of su rt
fualﬁgaddam and ow stm?c? at
Israeli soldiers.

"Beloved Saddam, hit Tel
Avivl” demonstrators shouted,
a reference to the 1991 Gulf War
when Saddam fired 39 Scud
missiles at Israel. Even some

Palestinian police joined in the

chanting.

The noisy shows of support
for Saddam — which probably
Eprln‘g largely from Palestini-
ans' feelings of Pan-Arab pride

amid their own crushed ho —-

have dealt the Palestinian lead-
ership a public relations blow.
Even though Arafat and his
deputies have been careful to
confine their public statements
lo expressions of concerns for
the Iraqi people and urgings
that a diplomatic solution be
found, the demonstrations give
a watching world the impres-

the hclcagmlelrcd 113-year-old
Congress with an emotive cam-
paign which she launched a
month ago from the 1991 site of
her decision not to stand as a
candidate, she has drawn
mammoth crowds, stu the
BJP which earlier looked set to
take power.

The business standard daily
credited Gandhi with changing
the election agenda.

"The fact that a disintegrat-
ing Congress has been imbued
with new life. That a resurgent
BJP has been halted in its
tracks, that it might be defeated
in the House yet . and that
an alternative, Congress-led

overnment is possible — all

s is Sonia Gandhi's .

"That a complete novice in
politics can make this amazin%
difference within a matter o
three weeks is an astonishing
achievement,"” it said in an edi-

sion that the average Pales-
tinlan wants nothing more
than to see Iraq take bn Israel.

Iraq has said it does not in-
tend to attack the Jewish state
even if it itself comes under US
attack — a pledge the Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said Thursday the does not
trust.

“l cannot rely on promises
from Iraq when it comes to our
own security. In the past Iraq
has made many promises.
Some of them it kept, others it
didn’t, Netanyahu told Israel
radio.

Israeli officials have said
the gru-[raq rallied show that
the Palestinians do not really
warnlt peace.

"Netanyahu is using the
Iraqi crisis and put it on the
Palestinian people,” Arafat re-

torted bitterly. "If the Pales-
tinian people denounce a hit on
the people of Irag. why should

we be the victims
ordinary Palestini-

Amon
ans, disdain for the United

India goes to polls Monday

torial.

Hundreds of thousands of
police and paramilitary per-
sonnel will be deployed across
the country's 900,000 pulling
stations during the next mont
to prevent violence, with has
already claimed some 25 lives
during campaigning.

An Election Commission of-
ficial said all arrangements
were in place for a successful
poll. .

On Monday, the first day of
the four-phase polling, 22 of
545 parliament constituencies
will go to the hus . another
186 constituencies will see
polling on February 22 and 132
on F ary 28.

Elections will be held in
three of six constituencies in
Kashmir on March 7, coun
will start on March 2, with the
final results expected within a
week.

Factfile of Indian governments

Factfile of Indian govern-
ments since independence.

1947-1964: Jawaharlal
Nehru rules India as its first
prime minister at the head of a
Congress government. Gulzari
Lal Nanda stands in as care-
taker prime minister for 14
days following his death.
1964-1966:
Shastri becomes the Congress's
next Prime Minister. Gulzari
Lal Nanda stands in as care-
taker prime minister for 14
days when he dies.,

1966-1977: Indira Gandhi.
Nehru's daughter, heads the
country's third Congress gov-
ernment.

1977-1979: Morarji Desai
becomes prime minister. lead-
hyg India’s first non-Congress
administration as the left-wing
Janata Party comes to power.

1979-1980: Charan Singh
replaces Desai at the head of the
Janata Party government.

1980-1984: Indira Gandhi
and Congress return to power.

1984-1989: Rajtv Gandhi re-
laces his mother as Congress
eader and prime minister fol-
lowing her assassination.

1989: India's first coalition
government, led by the Janata

Co

Lal Bmhadqr .

ERIEFRY

OIﬁe lmder' m Congo's main

Dal party, takes office under
Prime Minister V P Singh, but
is toppled within 1] months.
1990-91: Chandra Shekhar
heads a one-party minority so-
cialist government depend on
backing but resigns af-
ter 117 days as the congress
threatens to oust him. '

" 1991-1996: A minorit
congress government takes of-
fice and winds over enough
members of parliament to at-
tain a majority after two years.

1996: The Hindu nationalist
BJP forms a two-party coali-
tion government but, without a
majority. is voted out after 13

days.

1997: Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda's United Front mi-
nority coalition collapses in
Aﬂrﬂ after 11 months in office
when Congress withdraws sup-
port. Congress props up a new

overnment when Inder Kumar
ujral is elected to replace
Gowda.

1997: Gujral's coalition col-
lapses in November after seven
months when the Congress
again withdraws support, lead-
ing to the current elections.

Source: AFP

sition leader was arrested Thursd?' ni%ht at his home,
istributed pam

aldes said, not long after his p
calling for freedom for imprison

Kinshasa.

Etienne Tshisekedi was "Brutally

a:éy had
colleagues, AP reports from

phlets

thrown into a celp anb;l
um

taken to an unknown destination.” said Mukendi wa Mu ;
his top aide. Government officials had no comment on the ar-
rest. This was the second time that Tshisekedi has been arrested
since President Laurent Kabila came to power last May. He was
only held for a few hours after his first arrest.

USsend;lggmom'etstoGﬂﬁmus

Air Force dis
one B-1 bom

six F-16 f

@l\lcrs. six B-52 bombers and
r to the Gulf region on Thursday as part of a

previously announced addition to the fleet of American
warplanes facing off with Iraq, AP reports from Washington.

e F-16s took off from Shaw Air Force Base. Sout

Car-

olina, the B-52s from Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, and
the B-1 from Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota. Pentagon
spokesman Capt Michael Doubleday said.

PM

Queensland state Premier Rob

reshuffle:

Bu%idg: on Friday forecast a

Cabinet reshuffle following allegations two of his ministers
had love affairs with female staff members at taxpayers'

expense, AP re
Borbi
staff in the next few days

would not say if an

'movedtna new po

olio.

ports from Brisbane.

dge also warned there would be changes to ministerial
. 'l am considering a reshuffle.” Bor-
bidge said, adding that he had s
would be

ken to some ministers but
umped from Cabinet or just

[ ] [ ] [ ] '
JRA committed 2 k:l]]mgs: Neithiern
Ireland’s dpolic: chief has concluded that the [Fish Republican

Army di

that

and Protestant militant Bobby

statement from Mowlam was

ment would flatly contradict statement Thursday b
and its allied Sinn Fein party

commit two killings this week, the BBC reported
Friday, AP reports from Belfast.
The broadcaster said Chief Constable Ronnie Fl
alrcag__r' told Britain's Northern Ireland Secretary Mo
¢ IRA killed drug dealer Brendan Campbell on Monday
Dougan on Tuesday. It said a
expected "shortly.” Such a judg-

an has
owlam

the |

that the IRA's nearly 7-month-

old truce was mntinulnﬁ— and open the way for Sinn Fein's
m

possible expulsion fro
L L]
13
Thirteen pilgrims including seve

orthern Ireland peace talks,

[ ] - -
l'lgrlms m India:
women were killed and seven

others injured when a tourist van collided head-on with a

government cu'*lomtlnn bus on the
reports from Virudhu

on Thursday,

-pass road Virudhunagar

Police said the driver of the van lost control of the vehicle as
one of the front-wheels of the van sna off and collided with
the bus bound for Nagercoil from M
K&l

yi

ng as many as 17 ns, who belong
in Maharastra, West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh.

urai. They said the van
ed to one fam-

up fury among Palestinians

States — both over the stalled

peace process and the Iraq
standoff — appears genuine. On
Wednesday, and old Palestinian

man in a refugee camp in Gaza
City chatted amicably with a
reporter until he asked her na-
tionality. When she replied she
was American, he spat on the

ground and stalked away.
Arafat, who hates nothing

more to be at odds with popular
sentiment, appeared Thursday
to be trying to channel public
anger at the United States to-
ward a more acceptable target:
Israel.

Using some of his toughest
rhetoric in months, the Pales-
tinian leader threatened in a
speech to renew the Intifadah,
or upri . He said of the peace
process: "If we need to, we will
cross it out and begin all over."

Underscoring that Arafat
didn’t even wait for a briefing
from his negotiating team, who
returned from Washington on
Thursday, before he declared
their trip a failure.

Kurdish groups in
N Iraq agree to

maintain truce

CAIRO, Feb 13: Two rival
Kurdish groups met in northern
Iraq Thursday for the first time
since a December ceasefire and

agreed to keep the truce intact,
reports AP, :

resentatives of the Patri-

otic Union of Kurdistan and the

Kurdistan Democratic Party

also agreed to an unconditional

release of all prisoners to con-
solidate their peace.

There is no exact number of

prisoners being held by either

side.

"The two parties agreed to
maintain the ceasefire and to
resort to dialogue in solving
problems,” said a joint state-
ment faxed to the Associated
Press in Cairo.

They also agreed to cease
propaganda cam s against
each other and "build mutual
confidence between the two
parties to make the peace pro-
EEE succeed,” the statement
sa .

Last month, PUK leader

Jalal Talabani offered to make

eace with rival KDP leader
assoud Barzani.

________________
e

Thair Wahdan, left, and Reema Wahdan lis
in Denver criticises the increased US depl
Persian Gulf in preparation for a possibl

;
e

marched and held a candlelight vigil at the Colorado C

military policy.

€ air campaign a

. 4 T he -Tlhiu Star
International i"

g

ten Thursday evening, as an anti-war activist
oyment of troops and military equipment in the

gainst Iraq. About 125 people
apitol Building to protest US

— AP/UNB photo

'30,000 Afghan quake victims

'in desperate need' of aid'

ROME, Feb 13: The UN's
World Food Programme (WFP)
said Thursday that 30.000
Afghans in the quake-stricken
north of the country were "in
desperate need" of emergency
help. as its first aid convoy
reached the area. reports AFP.

In a statement received here,
the WFP said it has stepped up
measures to 1g:t food and sup-
plies to the Takhar province of
Afgggnlslan. where around
4, people were killed by a
hugt earthquake on February 4
and subsequent aftershocks.

Aid workers are preparing
for air drops of vital supplies to
the remote region in a race
against time to prevent the ex-
treme cold claiming more lives.

The first WFP convoy carry-
ing 20 tonnes of food arrived
Thursday in the Takhar town of
Rostaq from Faizabad in
nearby Badakhshan province,
according to a WFP spokesman
in Islamabad.

The three-truck convoy
traversing the circuitous moun-
tainous terrain in the snow-
bound region took three days to
reach Rostaqg, some 40 kilome-
tres (25 miles) from Faizabad.

The second convoy of five
trucks left Thursday with 50
tonnes of Afghan staple foed
wheat. : i

The WFP said its staff in the
area were arranging for the re-
pair or of the airstrip in Kho-
jaghar., 120 kilometres from
Rostaq. which had been dam-
aged by severe snowstorms.

The UN body estimated that
1.500 tonnes of emergency food
rations would be nctdecr over

Dostum is being
treated 1n

Uzbekistan for
head wounds

ISLAMABAD, Feb 13: Gen-
eral Abdur Rashid Dostum. a
military head of Afghanistan's
anti-Taliban opposition al-
llance, is being treated in
Uzbekistan for head wounds re-
ceived in recent fighting. an
Afghan news agency said today.,
reports Reuter.

The Pakistan-based Afghan
Islamic Press said Dostum was
injured when a mortar exploded
near him in Faryab province in
northwest Afghanistan. The ex-
tent of his wounds was not im-
mediately known.

The a,gﬁncy said opposition
sources had confirmed that
Dostum had been wounded but
it was not known how serious
his injuries were.

According to some feports,
Dostum was bleeding from an
ear and an eye after the inci-
dent, the agency said.

Dostum is leader of Junbesh-
[-Mellei, the biggest faction
among a coalition of politically
and ethnically-base E;.?au s
fighting to oust the Tali 8-
lamic militia from the capital,
Kabul.

Farrakhan visits

Indonesia

JAKARTA. Feb 13; Nation of
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan
prayed with thousands of In-
donesian Muslims Friday and
called for peace and reconcilia-
tion, reports AP.

Farrakhan arrived in In-
donesia, the world's most popu-
lous Islamic nation, Thursday
as part of a world tour.

is visit coincides with ris-
ing tensions in Indonesia,
which is battling its worst eco-
nomic crisis in 30 years.

A series of riots over rising
prices have broken out in more
than a dozen towns in recent
weeks.

In the latest disturbance
Friday, 1,000 people ransacked
Chinese-owned stores and set
fires in the town of Losari,
about 200 kilometres (125
miles) east of Jakarta.

"This tour is a tour for peace
and reconciliation,” he told a
group of Islamic religious lead-
ers.

Islam arrived in Indonesia

in the 7th Century when Arab
traders first visited the
archipelago.

Nowadays about 90 per cent
of its 202 million people are
Muslims. However, the na-
tional philosophy, Pancasila,

romotes religious tolerance
or minorities such as Hindus,
Christians and Buddhists.

| That's somethin

the next three months.

It said all the immediate
food aid needed for the opera-
tion was available in
Afghanistan and Pakistan but
that delivering it was extremely
difficult in the adverse condi-
tions.

The United Nations and In-
ternational Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) are hoping to
air drop 1,000 tonnes of sup-
plies in the area.

“Time is of the essence,” a UN
official said in Islamabad,
addinﬁxmust of the supplies
would be to build shelters.

On Thursday and area about
three kilometres (two miles)
long and one kilometre (half a
mile) wide was marked out on
the ground using stones and
flags to guide planes to the drop
zone, and AFP correspondent
said.

Strike to protest

polls in Assam

GAUHATI. Feb 13: A one-day
strike called by a students’
union to protest elections
closed shops and cleared roads
in Assam Friday, heightening
tension in the northeastern In-

dian state where separatists.

have stepped up attacks with

the approach of nationwide .

R?::Ha.mentiry polling, reports

The All-Assam Students’
Union says the elections will be
flawed because 370,000 out of
15.7 million registered voters
in the state have been desig-
nated "doubtful citizens” by the
federal Election Commission.
Assam voters go to the polls
Monday, the first of six days of
polling across India.

The commission said they
could not be struck from the
voter rolls without clear evi-
dence they were illegal immi-
grants, but the student group
said they should not be allowed
to cast ballots.

All-Assam Students Union
President Sarbananda Sonowal
says his 300,000 members won't
vote Monday. but that he is not
calling for a statewide protest
boycott.

— —m

- Australians favour s

Constitutional
votes for republic

CANBERRA, Feb 13: Dele-
gates to a constitutional con-
vention on Friday overwhelm-
ingly supported Australia be-
coming a republic and cuttin
its remaining ties to the Britis
monarchy, reports AP.

Spontaneous applause broke
out in the Chamber and public

alleries as the crucial vote in
avour of a republic passed 89-
92. Eleven delegates abstained
from voting.

When the convention opened
two weeks ago, pro-monarchist
Prime Minister John Howard
promised that he would put any
model for a republic agreed
upon by the convention to a

public referendum by the end of
1999,

‘I want a referendum,”
Howard said Friday. "The Aus-
tralian people are owed the op-
portunity of expressing an
opinion on this."

Even in his own Cabinet,
Howard is becoming increas-
ingly isolated with his monar-
chist stance. Treasurer Peter
Costello, Environment Minis-
ter Robert Hill and Attorne
General Daryl Williams a[‘ly
voted to support the republic
Friday.

Monarchists hope to defeat
the _I&E’publlc at the referendum.

"Well may we say God save

gve_rin_g ties with monarchz

convention

the Queen, for nothing will save
the republic,” outraged monar-
chist delegate David Mitchell
said. "The idea of a republic will
fall to dust through the grace of
almighty God."

Pro-republicans hope to
have an Australian president
by the opening of the 2000
Olympics and the 100th an-
niversary of Australiar [edera-
tion.

Polls have shown public
support for a republic increas-
ing, rising from about 35 per
cent several years ago to about
51 per cent this year, as pro-
monarchist sentiment dimin-
ishes.

Earl Spencer slams speculation
over Diana’s death

LONDON, Feb 13: Princess
Diana's brother has criticised
Mohamed Al-Fayed for claim-
inﬁ that the Paris car crash that

‘ the princess was not an
accident, reports AP.

... Earl Spencer, quoted in The '
Sun newspaper, said that specu-

lation about his sister's death
caused "harm" and asked that
her family be allowed to grieve
in peace.

‘I have one question: is there
any good in aﬂ! this specula-
tion?" Spencer said of Al-
Fayed's comments, which were
published Thursday by the
tabloid Mirror newspaper.

Al-Fayed, who owns the
Harrods department store in
London and the Ritz Hotel in
Paris, said that many is the
British establishment” were

lad to see Diana and his son,

odi. dead in'the August 3]
crash, and that "I believe in my
heart 99.9 per cent that it was
not an accident.”

Al-Fayed offered no evidence
to support his claims, and his
lawyers have reluctantly ad-

| mitted that Henri Paul.” Dodi

and Diana's chauffeur. was
drunk and on drugs when he
crashed in the Pont de I'Alma
tunnel. Paul also died in the
crash.

Fayed also said that Dodi,

42.-and Diana, 36, were engaged '

to be married and that Diana
had uttered last words which
were passed onto him by a nurse
at the Pitie-Salpetriere Hospi-
tal where Diana died.

Spencer, speaking from his
home in South rica, was

uoted by The Sun as saying
that: "There is clearly a lot of
harm" in speculation about Di-
ana's death.

"All we, her family, ask is
that Diana's memory be re-
spected, and that sensational
speculation be left out of the
public arena, where it under-
mines all out aims to come to
terms with our loss; a process
that is, naturally still ongoing
—as | ne it is for Mr Fayed
and his family.”

Al-Fayed's claims have
caused a sharp reaction by some
in Britain. While The Mirror

said he deserved to be heard, I

US Senate urged
to ratify N-test
ban treaty

WASHINGTON, Feb 13: The
Clinton administration urged
the US Senate to approve a nu-
clear test ban treaty this year,
saying it would put a brake on
the arms race, deter other na-
tions ‘from developing such
weapons and demonstrate US
global leadership, reports AP.

Energy Secretary Federico
Pena said Thursday that a spe-
cial conference of the nations
that have ratified the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty would
be held late next year to encour-
age more nations to sign. He

said the Urﬁtcd States., which
historically has led in nuclear

nonproliferation issues, risked
being excluded if the Senate
does not ratify the accord.

Marc Thiessen, a spokesman
for Sen Jesse Helms, a Repubili-
can from North Carolina who
heads the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, said the panel
was waiting for the adminis-
tration to present two other in-
ternational agreements before
the test ban treaty could get on
its schedule,

=

US to check report whether Russia helping
Iraq to develop biological weapons

WASHINGTON, Feb 13: Ap-
arently surprised by a report
ssia may be helping Iraq de-
velop biological weapons. Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Al-
bright assured Congress "we'll
certainly follow this up,” re-
ports AP.

Over breakfast with mem-
bers of the House International
Affah*f}: Cu;lil;nittce and then
testi : right gave no in-
dicaliul:'tg Thurﬁ-dﬂg she had
heard of the possible delivery of
a fermentation vessel for bio-
logical agents until she read
about it in The Washington
Post.

The newspaper said its in-
formation came from the UN
special commission that in-
spected | suspect arms sites.

bright told the committee not
all the data accumulated by the
UN commission in its searches
was shared with the United
States,

In New York, the Russian
Mission to the United Nations
denied the allegations and
called on the special commis-
sion "to provide appropriate re-
pudiation” of the story.

The Russian Embassy in
Washington quoted the Foreign
Ministry as saying, "Russia had
never made any deals with Iraq
in violation of the existing
regime of sanction and has
never delivered to this country
equipment or materials that
can be used for prohibited pur-
poses.”

The Russian Interfax news
agency quoted an unidentified
Foreign Ministry official as
saying: "Equipment for the de-
velopment of such weapons was
delivered to Iraq mainly from
Western Europe — the Germans,
iﬁusu-iana and Swiss in particu-
ar."” -

US Defense Secretary
Willlam Cohen, who was in
Moscow, told the US television
network NBC; "l don't have any
basis to either confirm or con-
tradict that particular story.
that the

United Nations will have to de-

termine. Hopefully, the Russian
authorities will very forth-
coming on this issue.”

Cohen told the US television
network ABC: "One of the diffi-
culties in dealing with biologi-
cal weapons and chemical
weapons is some of the same
equipment has what we call a
dual-use capability, that what
can be used to make fertiliser
can also be used to make chemi-
cal weapons.”

According to the post, the
fermentation vessel also could
be used to make protein for an-
imal feed.

If there was a deal to help an
Iraqi f:rm warfare programme
it violated a UN embargo on
sale of such sensitive material
to dad.

Albright said Russia tight-
ened its export controls of dan-

rous material in January at
€ request of the United States.

That action followed reports
Russian firms and technicians
had helped Iran's ballistic

weapons programime.,
Albright said US Vice-Presi-
dent Al would discuss con-

trols at his next scheduled
meeting with Russian Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin

in March.

In her congressional testi-
mony, Albright said Iraq
‘would be better off without
Saddam Hussein," but said the
administration did not intend
to use combat troops to achieve
that goal.

e hearing was marked by
demands from the panel mem-
bers chairman, Rep. Benjamin
A Gilman, and others for a pol-
icy that Fﬂt& beyond a threat to
bomb Iraqi biological and
chemical weapons sites.

Gilman proposed US recog-
nition of a democratic opposi-
tion and stiffening restrictions
on travel in Iraq, icularl
for Saddam's ublican Guard.
Hamilturt! told l:;right of his
support for usi orce nst
Irn& but also wﬁﬁtﬂd nnagﬂtcr-
native policy” to undercut Sad-
dam's government.

Albright said the adminis-
tration was seeking effective
ways to suEpﬂrt opposition fac-
tions but hesitated to discuss
them at the open hearing.

Support for the administra-
tion eroded, meanwhile, in the
Senate. Citing a "total lack of
confidence" in the administra-
tion, Sen Slade Gorton, a Re-
publican said Thursday he has
withdrawn his support for a

congressional resolution back-
ing a possible attack on Iraq.

‘It is quite clear that if the
Clinton administration does
something militarily, it will do
it inadequately,” Gorton told
The Associated Press.

Sens Partrick J Leahy, a
Democrat, and Republican Ermn-
est F Hollings ea.'ier dropped
their support for the resolution.

g

Monica Lew

nak leaves her family's home: in the

Brentwood section of Los Angeles, Thursday. Lewinsky,
who is at the centre of the White House sex scandal, was
on her way to the airport headed for Washington DC.

— AP/UNB photo



