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Economic Diplomacy

Our diplomatic missions abroad have been given
export targets to fulfil during this financial year.
We do not know whether any target, notional or
specific, has been set for the important missions to
attract FDIs to the country. Raising export earn-
ings through market expansion and boosting
the FDI inflows form the rock-bed of economic
diplomacy which the present government has
asied our foreign missions to do with vigour and
skill.

There is absolutely no doubt that in a multipolar
world of today economic dealings have acquired a
new primacy and centrality to a point where polit-
ical hang-ups and calculations — stuffs of which
stereutypiﬂa?diplumacy was made up — are consid-
ered secondary now to the conduct of international
relations. Only some confusing cobwebs of strate-
gic interests vie with each other; but even there, the
strivings are for a slice of the cake wherever it is
offered. The competition is severe in all respects.
Only analytical skill, efficiency to deliver, and a
creative flair to get past problems stand any
chance.

Speakers at a meeting in the Commerce Min-
istry on Wednesday that evaluated the perfor-
mance of our economic ministers, counsellors or
trade officials abroad apparently overlooked their
own bags of follies, waxing rather indignant over
others' failures. State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Abul Hassan Chowdhury thought that some bu-
reaucrats' performance at home and abroad has
been below expectations in the matter of attracting
FDIs. As for export promotion, the Commerce Sec-
retary's observation that Bangladesh missions
have been given fresh directives to attain the tar-
gets set for fiscal 1997-98 may be construed to im-
ply that the performance so far has not been up to
the mark. There was hardly anything like eco-
nomic intelligence gathering as is evidenced by the
fact that fake importers in Canada could use up
Bangladesh's garments' quota last year. The frauds
have remained unspotted even to this day — a fol-
low-up failure adding to the dismay.

Our economic or trade wings abroad need to give

analysis, forging links between our private sector
and the private sector overseas and sorting out
trade disputes. They should be able to regularly
feed relevant information to the Internet and the
appropriate desk at the Foreign Ministry in
Dl?laka. and must have a centralised arrangement
to rapidly decode them for their onward transmis-
sion to the Commerce Ministry, EPB, BOI, chamber
bodies, Industries Ministry and to the relevant
committee at the PM's office.

In the ultimate analysis, the foreign missions'
economic achievement will be an extension of do-
mestic success in terms of actual implementation
of the proposals for foreign investment. The pro-
posed figures hardly ever hit the ground.

Food Deficit

Food and Agriculture Minister Matia Chowd-
hury provided the Parliament with a statistics the
other day — a vital statistics for the povert
stricken, ill fed people of this part of the world:
statistics of this year's food deficit. According to
her, shortfall in food will be something between 25

and 27 lakh metric tons. We are relieved to know
that the government is in full preparation in case
of any eventuality that shortage of food may lead
to but coming from a person like Matia Chowdhury
who has already carved a niche in our hearts for
her flair for truth and as one who knows what she
is doing and talking about, it was a bit of a downer.
The government is now harping on the so-called
‘hidden drought’ and the cold spell. Could not it
serve the nation with this simple explanation in
the early days of hike in the rice price? We believe
it could. By doing that it would have actually done
itself a favour; its credibility would have got a
boost. Also it would have proved so useful to calm
the frayed nerves .

In order to tide over the hike in rice price the
government has started the open market sales sys-
tem in some areas. Soon the operation will cover
all the thanas. It ought to be remembered, mere
announcement or declaration will not address the

roblem the country is in. The whole process has to

¢ streamlined and monitored constantly. We had
alluded earlier in this column and we take this op-
portunity to remind that it might be good idea to
review the decision regarding dealership issue. No
yardstick is better than professionalism

A Land of Rapists?

There is no end to getting shocked over the in-
credibility of the ways women are tortured and vio-
lated in Bangladesh. Traditionally rapists and
womanisers of all kind used to be held in such con-
tempt as to make penal chastisement seem a re-
ﬁrieve. That is now largely gone, thanks to all

inds of respectable people indulging in this per-
verted criminality. And gone with that is the sense
of guilt on the part of the culprit. Rape is in many
ways a crime worse than murder. For a murderer
does not violate the humanity in the victim. And a

rapist degrades himself more than any other crim-
inal. |

On February 4, a girl creditor of a bank came to
- Eaf back her loan in full. A bank officer with the

elp of a woman municipal worker, offering to
help her errand, raped her. And she is now in a
precarious position undergoing treatment at
DMCH.

More loathsome is the tale of a girl of 14 being
raped by the father of her friend when she went to
visit her friend. Stranger is the fact the culprit
took the girl to his brother-in-law's to do the fi thy
thing. This same week a garments worker retiring
at ten from a tedious day's work to her humble res.
idence, was picked up by a number of mastans and
gangraped. If the culprits lacked totally in self-re-
spect, the girl had too much of it. She immolated

herself by dousing in kerosene. There is, in fact, no
end to these revolting tales.

Social norms are I:)fur@::&kl{}%1 down. Ours is not
only a transition economy. The society itself is in
a state of flux and transition. Inhibitory societal
mechanisms have broken down wholly at a time —
blue films and permissive satellite television and
even the print media is driving home the lure.

The government is disappointingly ineffective

- In arresting the rot in spite of the best of women ac-
tivists' clamour. There is, however, one optimistic
51%1 that will take care of this whole thing. Women
will be in far better command of the society than

a better account of themselves through market °

Indian Elections and the |
~ 'Sonia Factor'

In any election there is of course the flip side of the coin. Ramkrishna Advani,

the BJP President, has likened Sonia Gandhi's public meetings with
those of Pakistan's Imran Khan where people flocked,
as he put it, "to see and not to vote".

E entry of a bereaved and forlorn woman
into active politics is not an unfamiliar
happening in this part of the world.

Sirimavo Bandaranayake and Chandrika
Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka, Aung Suu-kyi of
Myanmar, Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan, Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia of Bangladesh and
Indira Gandhi of India — the list is a fairly long
and formidable one. The circumstances of their
bereavement vary, but more often than not are
unexpected and violent. Sonia Gandhi is the
latest addition to that list. What puts her into a
different category is that born Italian, she has
adopted her present country.

e has seen these tragic and at times remote
figures commence their journey into the rnu&h
and tumble world of politics, at first hesitantly,
then picking up momentum and finally stepping
onto centre stage. Sonia Gandhi has not been an
exception to this. Only a few weeks earlier Sonia
Gandhi addressed her first public meeting at
Siriperembadur, near Chennai, where her hus-
band was killed seven years ago. There she ap-
peared, somewhat ill at ease, speaking from a
script in English in front of a smallish crowd.
Since then she has proved herself to be a crowd
puller. Her meetings have grown in size and her
confidence has likewise increased. She still
reads out her speeches, in English in Southern
India and in Hindi in the North, but the point to
note is that within weeks she has become the
'Sonia factor’ in the elections.

Mohammad Yunus is an octogenarian, who
has been a friend of the Nehru family, spanning
four generations. Born in Peshawar, a relation

Bihar (total 54 parliamentary seats), Gujarat
(26), Karnataka (%5], Madhyapradesh (40), Ma-
harashtra (48), Rajasthan and the UP (85). In the
elections BJPs major ally is of course Sivsena of
Maharashtra. The regional parties, many of
them newly formed, that are supporting the BJP
are the Samta dal of Bihar, Vikash Party of
Haryana, Loksakti of Karnataka, Akali Dal of
thtrgl.m ab, Biju Janata Dal of Orissa and ADMK
of Tamil Nadu. It is thought that primarily due
to the 'Sonia factor', a decisive majority (272
seats) may elude the BJP and its allies, although
the BJP is likely to emerge as the single largest
party. However if the BJP and its allies can gar-
ner around 260 seats, they may romp home with
the support of the minuscule parties having odd
seats here and there and elected independent
members, of whom there may be around a dozen
or so. India's anti-defection law forbids less than
one third of the total number of a parliamentary
arty from breaking away from the parent party.
is may mitigate against the BJP's interest, for

it makes it difficult for members. in search of
loaves and fishes, to break away from the parent
parties and support the BJP's bid to form a gov-

ernment.

The Congress, on the other hand, should find
it easier to align itself with the United Front and
Left Front es, because of the commonly per
ceived BJP thr-eat. Thus with fewer seats (say
about 150) than BJP, the Con-gress may be in a
position of taking over the task of forming the

overnment. In short, the situation in the next
ksabha may not be essentially very different

from the outgoing one with the exception that
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in the Indian Government. I have had the
privilege of knowing him well since the mid-
sixties. Mﬁﬂnﬁ him in Delhi the other day at his
residence, | asked him about his views on Sonia
Gandhi's participation in the election campal
for Congress. He said that he had not liked the
idea at all in the beginning, but found that she
had succeeded in infusing a new life into the
Congress electioneering. '1%115. he thought was
likely to influence the outcome of the elections.
All those with whom I had discussions on this
subject with the exception of a few diehard BJP
loyalists, subscribed to this view, even in a place
like Delhi, where the BJP holds sway and where
inspite of the ‘Sonia factor’ it is likely to capture
six of the seven, if not all the seven parliamen-
tary seats.

Sonia's increasingly bold and courageous
campaign has smpﬁeﬁ landslide desertions from
her Party and has halted the erosion in the tra-
ditional Congress vote. The Cﬂn%l‘ESE Party has
regained its self-confidence in a large measure.
The party has fielded a number of new faces and
by all account, Sonia Gandhi has had a major
say in the nomination of Congress candidates.
Those who played a questionable role in the
anti-sikh riots following Indira Gandhi's assas-
sination and those who looked the other way
when the Babri m’cs&we was demolished, have
been denied party tickets. Narasimha Rao. the
ex-Prime Minister appears on top of that ex-
cluded list. This, some political observers be-
lieve, may help the Congress in the polls.

Sonia Gandhi has also succeeded in stopping,
for the time being atleast. petty squabbles within
the party and has thus lifted its morale. Cam-
Eaigning at times with both her children, she

as, many believe, ushered in the fifth genera-
tion of the Nehru dynasty into Indian politics.

Sonia Gandhi's camﬁaign speeches are clev-
erly crafted and her fluency in Hindi albeit
reading out from prepared texts has surprised
many. She seems to have taken the initiative in

. to Sonia and the other anti-BJP

gress, if it emer-
ges as the largest anti-BJP party (say with 150
seats) is likely to make a strong bldytn form a
Government under a Congress prime minister.
The BJP's Prime Ministerial choice is known
whereas Congress's is not. BJP has promised
‘'stability and ability’ with Atal Behari Vajpayee
as the Prime Minister. A consummate orafor.
Vajpayee's impassioned appeals to the voters to
give the BJP a chance to govern has generated a
great deal of interest. Initially Vajpgj‘c seemed to
represent the moderate face of the BJP with great
and good effect. Then entered Sonia. stopping the
Congress hemorrhage, and apparently reacti-
vated the BJP to rethink its Poll strategy and to
reposition itself vis a vis the Congress. There
had been an expectation that this time the BJP
would perhaps moderate it stand on issues such
as the construction of a Ram temple in Ayodha,
abrogation of article 370 of the constitution,
formulation of an uniform Civil Code, banning
of the cow slaughter and the like. But with Sonia
in the picture, the hardliners within the BJP
seem t0 have won the day in formulating a
manifesto that hums the now familiar
‘hinduvta’ tune loud and clear. It seems that BJP
may have given up the hope of gaining any
substantial minority support co ing the field
arties, This
has led many to wonder whether Vajpayee's is
not merely a mask of moderation. that may
come off if and when the BJP assumes power.
The question as to who will become the Prime
Minister in the event of Cnnf:rcss and its sup-
porters succeeding in establishing a majority,
remains open. A Congress Prime Minister would
automatically exclude Jyoti Basu or Gu})jral, The
first claimant for thcéub. on theory, should be
Sitaram Kesari, the Congress President. How-
ever if the Congress performs much better than
in the last elections. Sonia Gandhi, who will be
credited for the success, will come under tremen-
dous pressure to take on the mantle of the Prime
Ministership. If she were to nominate someone.

On Rural Financial

Intermediation

The experiences in the field of rural financial intermediation that have been
witnessed over the last decade or so tend to drive home the conclusion that cost-
effective approaches to provide financial services in rural areas could be
found. Financial services could be extended to the poorest of the
poor at lower costs than previously thought possible

ial intermediations (and markets)
constituted the pinnacle of policy agenda
and government interventions. Generous doses
of donors’ resources helped continued flow of
cheap credit to agricultural entrepreneurs.
Unfortunately, the pursuit of accelerated growth
in agricultural production and poverty
reduction through an arsenal of cheap and
subsidised agricultural credit programmes failed
to meet the mark. The failures mainly sprang
from (a) insufficient knowledge or misconcep-
tions about the real problems afflicting rural
financial markets (e.g. information as}rn'lmet%.
ented markets and high covariant risk): (b)
the effects of traditionally distorted, urban-
biased macro economic and financial policies
on the rural sector and (c) poor management of
rural financial institutions.

Nevertheless, the search for and experiment
with a sound rural financial market continue to
dominate financial pﬂlicff agenda and admit-
tedly. no less than a healthy financial interme-
diation could foster rural development, acceler-
ate growth and reduce poverty. The old
using concessional interest rates, favouring
agriculture and discrimination against other ru-
ral operations, ignoring and oppressing the cre-
ation of saving deposits and implementing
costly or inefficient service delivery system
came under heavy attacks on the pleas that these
distort resource allocations, patronise the rich
but pauperise the poor. Widely acclaimed view is
that the sine que non of a successful rural finan-
cial intermedia-
tion are: a favo-

O"JEH the last five decades or so, rural finan-
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But sordidly, the "compensation” mechanism
hardly worked. Available evidence found that
“from 1960 to 1984, income transfers through all
input subsidies averaged only two per cent of
afh:ultura.l GDP for a sample of 18 countries
whereas the indirect interventions resulted in a
negative transfer of 15 per cent of agricultural
GDP. Policy distortions affect entire agricultural
sector but compensation is usual?r captured
only a few farmers. For example, formal agricul-
tural credit on concessional terms rarely
reaches more than 30 per cent of the farm sector.
Moreover, wealthy, well-connected farmers have
usually captured most of the subsidies while very
few su irfea have reached the most farm-
ers.” In many countries, deficiencies in laws,
regulations and institutions deter finance sector
from lending to farmers and rural business.
“Creditors need a system through which claims
against property can be created, perfected and
enforced. The more uncertain and expensive this
process is, the less willing creditors are to tend."
Three Asian rural financial institutions
(RFls) are adjudged successful by the tw:gfﬂmary
performance criteria of outreach and -8us-
tainability. They are: Bank for culture and
Agricultural Cooperative (BAAC) in Thailand,
the "vill bank" of Indonesia and the Grameen
Bank (GB) in Bangladesh. All these three RFls
stole world attention in reaching the poor and
making them bankable. High rate of loan collec-
tion caused them decrease reliance on subsidies.
The successes could mainly be adduced to stick-
ing on financial discipline, applying efficient
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The important ingredients of a favourable
policy environment for rural financial inter-
mediation are maintaining macroeconomic sta-
bility, removing urban biased policies and pro-
moling integrated and resilient financial mar-
kets. For example, macro economic distability,
both directly and indirectly, affects rural finan.
cial markets through its effects on real interest
rates. "Persistent distortion in key macroeco-
nomic variables (such as overvalued exchange
rate) distorts price signals causing financial
markets to channel excessive resources to inef-
ficient sectors instead of to sectors with compar-
ative advantage.. The goals of prudent fiscal and
monetary policies should be price stability and
sound, well-aligned exchange rates which foster
macro economic stability and promote inte-
grated and resilient financial markets."

Urban or industry biased policies pursued in
most developing countries reduced profitability
of agriculture in general and non-farm rural en-
terprises in particular and thus constricted the
growth of smooth functioning of rural financial
markets. Empirical evidence tend to posit that
countries with the highest degree of discrimina-
ton against agriculture have had the lowest
rates ol economic growth.

Rural financial market operations have his-
toric been geared on another premise:
subsidized, directed credit tend to correet the ad-
verse 'effects of urban biased policies. When
faced with severe criticism for adopting urban
biased policies, governments in many countries
attempted to compensate the rural sector by
channeling a sizable chunk of resource on easy
terms and conditions and at a cheaper price.
These programmes have been largely carried out

by state owned institutions. Further, govern-

ments have also subsidised agricultural inputs.

- “high” lending
interest rates
and maintaining "high" financial spreads. To
cover costs, real lending rates have been
in the vicinity of 20 per cent and above. There
are other innovative devices that propelled the
success of these three RFls.

The most pertinent premise u which GB,
BAAC and "village bank” banked their journ
to the poor is the understanding that poor pm]e:Ie
do save. Presence of "high" loan interest rates of
around 20 per cent do not appear that high in the
face of more formidable counterparts, village
money lenders and mahajans who gcneral?y
charge even 200 per cent or so on occasion. What
they need is a flexible financial services — and
that is being provided by these RFls. Their levels
of autonomy, despite being . fully or
partially state owned, paid-off handsomely from
social point of view. "Instead of ighly
subsidised RFIs that serve a limited, usually
b:ttzle;gff gjllicntﬂdc. a wi;lcr clientele base was
reac while making subsides less necessary, if
necessary at all." .

The experiences in the field of rural financial
intermediation that have been witnessed over
the last decade or so tend to drive home the con-
clusion that cost-effective approaches to provide
financial services in rural areas could be found.
Financial services could be-extended to the poor-
est of the poor at lower costs than previously
thought possible and even on occasions without
doses of subsidies. However, the chall that
RFls are still fraught with are removing urban-
bias policies, legal and regulatory changes and
adapting management principles and opera
procedures reflecting a new and promising hori-
zon to rural finance.

From a paper "Recent Development in Rural
Finance" (by J Yaron and M Benjamin) pre-
sented in XXIII IAAE Conference 1997,
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{ now iE_ nnlz a matter of a decade or two. |

bringing up in her speeches, a number of major
gnificance (including the
three 'B's — Bofors, Babri, and Operation Blue
the BJP thunder. In short
the BJP seems to have lost a good deal of the ini-
tial psychological advantage of having been the
outright front-runner in the elections.

issues of electoral si
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However in any elections what really matters
is the end result, the number of seats that a party
captures. All campaigning, speeches, mani-
festoes, life size cut out of leaders, billboards and
graffiti, meetings and processions, become at
once irrelevant when the votes are counted and
electoral arithmetic comes into play.

The strength of the Indian Loksabha is 543
e of absolute majority is 272.
The BJP and its allies are likely to win a major-
ity of the seats in some of the mega States like

and the magic figur

sembly.

to vote”.
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opponents will turn openly hostile. The 'Sonia
factor’ in that event would appear to have been
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some say. the likable PA Sangama of Megha-
laya, who was the Speaker of the outgoing As-
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Yet, in any election there is of course the fli
side of the coin. Ramkrishna Advani, the BJ
President, has likened Sonia Gandhi's public
meetings with those of Pakistan's Imran Khan
where people flocked, as he put it, "to see and not
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More light, please!

Sir. To Ela}r cricket in flood-
lighted Dhaka Stadium, the
cricket ball should be of the size
of a football, because the light-
ing illumination level is de-
signed for a football game, not
cricket.

That is what caused the sud-
den interruption of play duﬁ:ﬁ
the India-Pakistan third fin
of the Independence Cup. As a
correspondent pointed out,
Bangladesh cannot afford to

hold an international cricket:

series with one-lighted sta-
dium, and that too for football

The authority may reveal’
the plans in hand to negate

cricket in dim light in multi-
purpose stadiums. The mini-

mum number of sites is two, if
not three, located in at least two

cities,

A Zabr
Dhaka

An amazing icon

Sir, | am amazed at the t

values of the US state-machin-

ery in respect of the private and

'rsonal activities of the US

sident. After so many years

of his presidency, Mr Clinton

has been charged with alleged

sex scandal the effects of which
would be far-reaching in the
history of America.

In America laxity of sex
among the people is common
phenomenon. Being lax in sex
does not affect conduct in real
life. But lying is a great offence
in the eyes of the law. For this
reason if President Clinton
would have lied to the Congress
at the time of oath- ., his
alleged sex-scandal would be
considered as a breach of trust
between the President and the
people of America.

Abul Ashraf Noor

just a hiccup :1 the BJP's bid to power. only, : - . Uttara, Dhaka.
There is Us, and There is Them...

T'S not easy being a begqum,
that's the upshot of my argu-
ment,
Okay. First things first.
So what or who is a begum,
While any woman can be called
a begum, (and more moot, can
aspire to be a begum), the term is
normally used to denote status.
Most begums belong to the elite
and the middle classes, but you
are likely to find a begum in
many other places and levels —
indeed, wherever you find so-
cial organisation and a hierar-
chy of any sort.
Having said that, I find the
dictionary meaning of the term
uite useful. Here, a begum is
the title of a Muslim married
woman of high rank (in India
and Pakistan), the root being
the Turkish bigam, or princess.
Which, come to think of it, is
rather a nice root to have for
something so seemingly gen-
eral, isn't it. Hello bigams of
Dhaka. Hello, all of you
princesses of this once splen-
did, and currently’' modern,
mega-city. What have you been
up to, lately....?
Well, this begum, (that is I),
has been up to a lot lately.
Having finally found a nice,
airy, compact apartment for
myself, | realise (with some
surprise) that I must also hire
domestic help — kajer lok, as
the term goes now (when I left
two decades ago, they were
merely servants, chakor). | also
realise, (with some surprise)
that finding the right domestic
help, individually, and there-
after, the right domestic help
‘mix’, collectively, inside your
home, is easier said than done.
So natum;llzél consult the
begums of Dhaka. Can you help
me please: I want one live-in
bua, a live-in cook, male or fe-
male and maybe a part-time

cleaning lady. That is all.

‘All...?7 Live-in bua. Live in
cook. You must be joking. It's
not that simple, my dear.' ex-
claims a most gracious and
ﬁraceful begum of Dhaka, the

rst expert to whom | mention
my plans.

First of all, you have got to
be careful. You can't have any
old domestic inside your home.
Be carefull' she declares. My
gracious begum then proceeds to
quietly, firmly and yet most
alarmingly warn me about
them' — this group of people
who inhabit the same space as
her and the rest of humanity,
but who are clearly not tge
same as 'us'.

You know what their prob-
lem is: they are a bunch of un-
grateful, selfish, good-for-noth-
ing lazy, louts who will use you
as much as they can and leave
;rlnu high and dry just when you

ave trained and taught them
everything and need them the
most, so make no mistake
about that, my dear,' she says.
as pleasantly as though she
were describing the salient fea-
tures of her best home-made
andar halwa.

Oh. Are they are all like that,
every single one of them?

You have to be lucky,' a
smart young begum confides.

s woman ['ve got, she came
to me when she was unmarried,
a waif. She's a lazy, stupid
woman. But these days, you
cz:;l't have everything,' she
sighs.

Quite rigxt. No one has ev-
erything. Certainly not this
‘woman’ you've got.

'Oh no. Don't talk about her,
she has everything. I've done
everything for her. Taught her
to cook, clean, . And

et, she gives me trouble, you

ave no idea how much trouble
they can givel' the smart young
begum declares.

EEEEEEEEE
Coming Home . . .|

B Almas Zakiuddin | 377 §

And she is right. 1 really
have no idea what [ am talking
about. The last time I ran a
home full of domestic servants,
life was very different. Times
have ¢ ed, alas.

‘They don't make them like
they used to,' sighs an older be-
gum, a relative, who has lived
in this city forever. She recalls
a time when domestic servants
were intelligent, loyal. honest,
reliable, innovative, obedient,
affectionate, celibate (at least
on your premises), and totally
altruistic in motive. Never
would a domestic servant worth
their salt dream of asking for a
raise, or even heaven forbid,
negotiating the terms and con-
ditions of their employment.

‘They took whatever Knu
gave them gratefully, with a
smile on their faces,' she remi-
nisces. '‘And because they were
loyal and faithful, one was gen-
ern%? i-]- ?n: took care of them.’

ell, 1 am quite prepared to
be generous m?dtakccarenfm}r
brood, on the assumption that 1
find one, that is. So tell me, how
much does one pay a full-time
bua, I want to know. And a full-
time cook, male or female. A
part-time cleaner?

‘Listen. Just pa.g them the
bare minimum. Beat them
down. Never be generous or
you'll spoil them!' advises a
tr:nd{— ooking begum, pas-
sionately,

'Pay them next to nothing —
yolu're not getting your money's
worth anyway!' cautions an-

other. "

'‘Don't expect thanks from
thel_ll'n — they think it is their
right!’

g"l‘h:y're scum. They'll bite
the hand that feeds them, al-
ways!'

am a quick learner. As far

as | can tell, domestic servants
are a nec evil. One has to
feed, clothe, house and pay
them a e, but that is all one
ought to do for them. Never
tri.mt t.htﬁcm. depend t«:ml }':thlftﬁlg
rely on them or expect an
I:l\l.i:I’:IF the worst from them. They
should be honest, but don't
bank on it. They live with you,
pretend they like you, but they
are out to make the most from
you. Forget these realities and
you've lost the game.

Fine. | know what you are
saying. This is one scenario.
But what if one wants to build
bridges. Some people tell me
that one ought to compas-
sionate. Treat them like [lr_.eople.
Apart from the usual things,
one ought to provide a few
fringe benefits as well. Things
like personal toiletries, hair
oil, soap, cream (Tibet Snow..?
Or Fair and Lovely..? I'm not
sure). And a bit of recreation,
TV or something, maybe send
them to school in their spare
time...?

E are tl;}nm.? Thnt;ul the

roblem with you peoplel' re-
&nﬂu a sharp-witted um,
quite the nouveau variety if you
know what I mean, who thinks
| am never going to make it in

this modern world. Not until I
learn to ersdect the ways of my
undoubtedly generous ances-
tors, (a fat lot of good it did
them, she snorts!) as well as the
half-baked ways of these west-
erners among whom [ have
(evidently) lived and from
whom I have (evidently) picked
up ridiculous, irritating no-
tions of breaking down class
barriers and so on,

‘Class, smarsh. You're crazy!'
she exclaims.

I am silent. Confused and
disturbed, I am on my way to
my new a t. when I
the din. I turn into the hallway
outside my front door, and | see
them: a pet.ti)gcthmbuwman. “m&“
teenagers, , pounding
th:bemth t door to what ﬂI:PHI'ﬂ
to eir own apartment.

'‘Open the door!!l NOWI!' the
woman shrieks. She hangs a
hefty left hook on the door (for
a small woman, she packs a
mean punch, believe me). The
sound echoes down the stair-
well.

What on earth is going on, I
ask. They stop and look at me.

Those wretched women, my
maids. They've locked us out,
They fight all the time, can't
hear us!' the woman exclaims.
Her boys look anxious.

It's the young one, the young
maid — she's the onel' the
woman aﬂdu. warming to her
theme, and nodding at the :
who nod back, anxiously, in her
. direction.

'She's terrible, terrible. Al-
ways wants to play, that's her

roblem,’ the woman shakes

er head in dismay. The boys

shake their heads. (I ne. A
girl who wants to )

'A real troublemaker, that

rat!' the te woman con-
cludes, towards
er front door like Attila the

lun at the gates of Rome. The

pounding resumes, together
with a string of terrifying warn-
ings.
As | dash into my own
apartment, [ wonder what [ will
do and say if I ever find myself
locked outside my own apart-
ment by a r of u teful
wretches such as Attila Hun
has had the great misfortune to
have employed in her house-
hold. Will I shout and shriek
and threaten them with death
and damnation. Will I wait out-
side until they hear the door-
bell. Will I blame myself for not
taking a key. Will I quietly sack
them all.

I'm not sure. | am tempted to
ahd!cat;nn hmml -
ately. I 't belong . | can-
ns:ftly handle the responsibility.
But it isn't that easy.

It isn't easy, because t::il!;n
the poun stops, even A
I canpohmrdiﬂnlg door next door be-
ing opened, the sound of a slap,

haps the wrench of an arm

ing twisted, a head being
whacked. [ think I can hear a
young girl (who loves to play?)
whimper. Then silence. My
heart beats furiously. | am an-
gry at Attila the Hun. But I do
nothing.

I know now that it isn't easy

a
m&:mm is a difference.
There is us, and there is them.
And the way 'they’ behave and
the way 'we’ hghawthmg have
something to do wi e -
ticular socio-economic mﬂfe
have each sp from. It may
be the result of times,

val ch
ey
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economic forces, social
sures, whatever. It may even be
inevitable.

But it is not desirable. It is



