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Crimes in Chittagong

Perhaps no part of Bangladesh stakes stronger
cliim to be considered as a microcosm of the coun-
try as does Chittagong nowadays with its deterio-
pon T and order situation. Nothing — no
anounc ol press report, editorial exhortation, citi-
zen and businessmen’'s worry — seem to have any
effect on the sickening situation there.

Crime phenomenon that even in these days of
criminal universality read the other day like a tale
fromn Columbia , Sicily or more lately Russia, only
to be known in the pages of newspapers or fiction,
has now become the order of the day there. Almost
every day the morning press alarms us with re-
ports of abduction of moneyed men by organised
groups of criminals in Chittagong. Only Thursday
last, a leading Bangla newspaper reported on the
abduction and release of a local businessman at
the Nasirabad industrial area. The man was taken
to a nearby hideout at the gun point but their
sponging bid was thwarted as police, informed by
victim's relatives, cordoned the area. The man was
released but nothing was known about those who
hijacked him. Going by the record of police action
and the crime pattern it is possible to infer that po-
lice might have stopped pursuing the criminals af-
ter they had rescued the victim.

Has Chittagong turned into a free zone for the
criminals? However undesirable, crime is perhaps
the greatest social reality. But what is really frus-
trating is the strange inertia and ineffectiveness of
the law enforcing agency in tackling the criminals.
The whole administration there seems to have
been so much bedevilled by corruption that even
betore police can get a move on to go after a gang or
a criminal the news reaches them and so far the
criminals have not been short of hiding places. Not
too long ago, a police official while explaining his
forces’ failure to capture a hardened elusive crimi-
nal himself gave out this home truth.

The worsening criminality serves as a pointer to
the lack of vision and will of our political leader-
ship something that has come to be reckoned as
greatest national curse. When will they realise that
deterioration in law and order there affects the
whole economy?. We had suggested earlier in this
column and we reiterate that : Put Chittagong un-
der special consideration. Home Ministry should
form a task force to look into the factors abetting
or sustaining the major criminal phenomena like
holding people to ransom.

What's Up in Iraq?

Having observed the diplomacy at work to end
the standoff over UN arms inspections in Iraq and
the US' seeming hype to 'punish’ Saddam once
again, we have got a fair picture of the relative
merit of the two options.

The mediation efforts of the UN Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan and the Middle-Eastern and Euro-
pean envoys have yielded some positive results al-
ready. There has been a mellowing of the Iraqi po-
sition on the number of off-limits sites, since re-
duced to eight, with a further promise made out to
even open such locations to inspection subject to
certain conditions relating to timetable, and the
nationality of the inspectors. The numerical pre-
dominance of US-British inspectors in the UN
team has been a sore point with Saddam Hossein.

In a literal sense, retaining even one off-limits site
is antithetical to the "full and unfettered access"
demanded of Iraq in a series of UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions on the subject. For Iraq's part, how-
ever, there is now a minimalist desperate bid to
cling to basic nationalist sentiments. Such sensi-
bilities can be regarded as normal for a nation al-
though these are likely to be viewed in the US as
Irag's 'impertinent' refusal to budge on essentials.
By all means, let Iraq be made accountable for its
non-compliance, if any, with. the UN resolutions
and watch-dog coalitions be also formed to keep an
eye on Iraq's arsenals, but the situation is far from
warranting a military strike on Baghdad now.
More problems will be created than solved if such a
course of action were adopted.

And, isn't it a bit abrasive and unilateral on the
part of US administration to say, 'it does not need
the approval of other countries', a new UN resolu-
tion or any act of Congress to punish Iraq?

Weird Addiction

We have been crying hoarse over our young peo-

Fles general predisposition to addiction. Ancr for
ong. We did not feel for a moment that the problem
was amenable to only government intervention.

But we never thought for a moment government
would not give it a serious thought.

Drugs are an expensive addiction. One may
think that for that reason sons, and may be daugh-
ters too, of the affluent ones in the big cities would
be the main patrons of the drug pedlar. Mugging is
said to be resorted to by young people, often from
wealthy families but also from other backgrounds,
to pay for the costly stuff. But this is a wrong pic-
ture. Parts of most of our towns in the interior turn
into a kind of demimonde after sundown. Manv of
the pharmacies start selling narcotic dr}[l'ﬁf' eir

key to sustenance and even prosperi
. S is
dangerous a scenario as can t?e. “Fee 24 s

are murtga‘gmg
i:tur future with a chance of never recovering from

Once one has developed addiction, one get in-
ured to the stuff he started with and keeps g%?nz af-

ter harder and more harmful drugs. One doesn't
know where to stop. This progressive lapse into
more and more dangerous material has lately hit a
ueer object of passion and hallucination. From
ndia the criminals are importing a kind of fly re-
sembling la:t'ﬁely our homegrown jonaki or fire-
flies. One of these the addict places on his tongue.
And the fly stings the fellow for once. And the ac-
tion starts — comporting the consumer to his par-

adise. A vial ten such flies now costs Taka 10 thou-

sand. It is not kn
e o aow own whether a fly can sting for
lity

What will be the state of our society and
when a substantial section of our socict{y will be ir-
recoverable addicts of even weirder kinds? The
early performance of our Home Minister led us to

expect fireworks on the d
pointed. e drug scene. We are disap-

EATH is cheap when

Ernjn is dear. And death

y hunger has stalked
Bangladesh in the past. The
tragedy of the Great Bengal
Famine of 1943 and the more
recent food crisis in the early
seventies are indelibly etched
in the collective memory and
conscience of the . Itis no
wonder, therefore,
eople and their leaders In

adesh have emphasized
lnacl;‘]éned domestic f(l:nd -

.duction as their priority con-

cern and commitment.

Food uction has indeed
mc:reasetfmd the 23 years since

the crisis in 1974 by about sixty
r cent. But prlﬂﬂcma have
emer, just beyond the
horizon. Output from the once
resilient eco-system has started
to falter since the early
nineties. Arable lands are at
their thinnest slivers in
Bangladesh. In fact the land
frontiers were reached almost
three decades ago. Significant
inroads have already been
made into land with low poten-
tial. Today per capita land-
holding stands at 0.09 hectare
I:c.r capita. Further, with popu-
ation pressure and urban
sprawl, more and more farm
lands are being lost. The in-
creasing population and declin-
ing farm size are two key issues
in relation to agricultural de-
velopment that is sustainable.

Elements Under Threat,

Land and Water

Within these two basic char-
acteristics let us look at the
natural resources and the ele-
ments under threat. The most
serious form of land-degrada-
tion affecting the areas with
unreliable rainfall, low mois-
ture holding capacity, high
lands, poorly managed wet-
lands and the precarious

.coastal belt is accelerated water

and wind erosion. Taken
South-Asia as a whole water
and wind erosion are estimated
to affect res 25 per cent
and 18 per cent ol the sub-re-
on's total cultural land.
iverbank erosion in
for example washes
away significant amounts of
river-side cropped land. Ad-
verse environmental impacts
have been observed around
flood-control structures which
had been designed without ade-
guate consideration of the flood
plain's periodic inundation so

necessary for crops and fishery

that the

Agriculture and cology: Elements under Threat

The farmers, the scientists and the policy makers have to cobble together the criteria of ecological
sustainability, economic efficiency and social equity into a coherent and participatory ﬁnmewurkr

production.

However that may be, under
accelerated soil erosion, soil
losses take place much faster
than new soil can be formed
and a kind of deficit s
begins with the top-soil. The
two major human activities
contributing to the removal of
soll's tive cover are shift-
ing cultivation and deforesta-
tion. To ah o ttfll; nfr lesser de-

, muc arming en-
rises in low-potential land
involve a form of shifting culti-
vation. For, in the absence of
access to agricultural inputs
and adequate labour the
farmer has little choice but to
move on as the fertility of the
land depletes. The under]rlng
causes of deforestation include
the combined effects of .
skewed land-distribution, ris-
ing population pressure, in-
creased demand for tropical
timber by the rich and woodfuel
by the poor.
It may be pointed out here
that crop-production in
Bangladesh is predominantly
carried out In rain-fed condi-
tions. Technologies are yet to be
developed to mobilize the spe-
cific resources for relevant
farming systems in areas where
production environments are
variable, and subject to abiotic
stresses like rain and drought,
erratic rainfall or salinity. -
ther the exclusive focus on the
production of market commod-
ity like rice has meant that the
so-called minor crops, like oil
seeds, pulses, tubers and coarse
ains have been assed. Yet
they are of critical importance
to providing survival securit
in times of environmenta
stress and for resource poor
in less-endowed areas.
igh production potential
areas are usually well-irrigated
and can sustain intensive
cropping as long as care is
taken not to the soil's re-
erative capacity. The Green
ution success story of the
seventies and the ties was
developed for and took place in
these areas. The success, how-
ever, carried certain economic
and environmental penalties.
First, such high input-high
roductivity farming system
;E been dc;}endent on a
s y supply of expensive in-
puts like lertilizer, fuel and

pesticides. Second, many of the
development projects have not
been environmentally sound.
Some intensive irrigation pro-

rammes have neglected

railnage and proper water
management practices leading
to water-logging, salinization
and water wastage. Scientists
have estimated that some 32 per
cent of the net cultivable land
in Bangladesh suffer from
salinity problems. Water log-
ging and poor aeration affect
almost half the total arable
land. Indiscriminate with-
drawal of ground water in cer-
tain areas has led to falling wa-
ter tables, decrease in the dry
season flow of water ways and
intrusion of salt water. Further
induced aquifer recharge has
increased the risk of ground-
water pollution along with the
contamination of chemicals al-
ready taking
scarce water is

lace. Besides,
owing uphill to

the money. Cities and indus-
tries can afford to pay more for
water than culture can. Yet
bulk of the food supplies for the
future in Bangladesh will de-
pend on irrigation and water

Soil fertility decline, di-
rectly or indirectly associated
with fertilizer application Is
also beginning to cause con-
cern. Few countries have made
estimates of the extent of the
problem, but reports of organic
matter depletion, negative soil-
nutrient balance, and the onset
of secondary and micro-nutri-
ent deficiencies are beginning
of emerge. In B adesh, for
example, the reapplication of
bio-mass, such as rice stalks
and animal waste has dropped
drastically. The organic matter
content of some arable land has
gone down below 1 per cent as
compared to the minimum 3 per
cent required to sustain produc-
tive capability. According to
some estimate fertility level of

Da|ll Dake!

A Z M Obaidullah Khan ,

around 70 per cent of the culti-
vated land has gone down dur-
ing the last decade, In a broader
context, concerns are being ex-
pressed that the all important
rice-wheat system in South
Asia may be over exploitative of
the natural resources base re-
sulting in degradations in soil
health and in water quality.
Another problem associated
with intensive and chemical

ture is pest-pressure and
the indiscriminate use of pesti-
cides.

The effects are less reliable
food supplies and lower income
for the farmers. Reduced crop-

ields and increased inputs

have the effect of reducing

the farmer’'s return from labour

and thus progressive impover-
ishment for him or her.

Looking Ahead

Given the scenario, the fact
remains that in the years ahead

Bangladesh has to produce
more and diversified food for
larger populations from less
land and scarce water. Simul-
taneously, ecological degrada-
tion that hacks away at the
natural resources base and
poverty that brutalizes the lives
of mllﬂnna of people must be
reversed. As new frontiers of
science are being probed. nov-

elty should not sap continuing
commitment to less glamorous
but essential programmes like
secure and equitable tenurial
rights, participatory and com-
munity control of natural re-
sources, sustainable production
and post-production systemns
that are less energy and chemi-
cal Intensive, and technological
empowerment of small farmers.
Increased sensitivity in strate-
gic sectors such as the breath-
taking advances in molecular
biology, tissue and cell culture
must ensure that the grim para-
dox of progress amidst stagna-
tion is not replicated in the new

frontier.

Agricultural research and
development till date has given
a major thrust to o the
factors of production of market
commodities and maximisa-
tion of profit at the farm-level.
In the grnc:uu there have been
negligible attempts to perceive
small farmers in less-endowed
areas as those who try
mize risks for livelihood secu-
rity. Also neglected have been
some critically important
trage. Similarly inte
field crops and fisheries in the
wet lands, and more
of crop-agriculture, livestock,
farm fores
can be helpful in enhancing ru-
ral income and protecting
source-health.

farmers is that for the produc-
tion system as a whole under a
product mix regime of a given
set of resources.

Many traditional agro-bio-
diversity practices are envi-
ronment specific, less risky

production with respect to time
and resource use. Blending the
ecological and social strengths
of the traditional technology
with the
new tec nnl_?_ﬁlcs is a major
task ahead. That will entaill a
new partnership covenant be-
tween the policy makers, the
scientists, the extensionists

and the farmers. Securing

quantum jumps in the output of

individual commodities will
remain important for the re-
search and development efforts.
But a reorientation on the basis
of specific resource endowment
complexes such as the tropical
monsoon system, dry land sys-
tern, wet land and coastal sys-
tems is essential.

Specificity in that context
also refers to the socio-eco-
nomic resource endowment of a
given farming community. It is
at that micro level that prag-
matic solutions should be
found. Conservation farming
system or programme that
builds on local knowledge, is af-
fordable, and provide immedi-
ate tangible economic benefit
will be more attractive to small
farmers than the finest agro-
nomic practices which gu%:::-
yond their understanding and
means. Whether it is soil and

to mini-

ation of
generally
and aquaculture
re-

e technology
required for resource-poor

and
sustainable under low levels of

roduction potential of

water conservation or tropical
forest management, an impor-
tant structural consideration is
the little people's stake in the
resources.

In high potential areas water
is the life-blood of intensive
agriculture. Vital sustainable
components therein are partic-
ipatory management control by

e user-community. increased
water use efficiency and judi-
cious on farm water manage-
ment. A prerequisite will
stronger linkage of lowland
with upland catchment areas
and the integration of irriga-
tion management with natural
resources planning. Conjunc-
tive use of surface and ground
water and adequate drainage
are all necessary for maintain-
ing the water-level, minimising
water-logging and preventing
salt-intrusion in irrigated ar-
eas

In a similar vein, integrated
plant nutrient system is re-
quired to compensate for the
greater removal of soil nutri-
ents that intensive cultivation
entails. Such intensification
has to be based on techniques
that depend on farm bio-
logical inputs with judicious
supplement of minerals. Incor-
porating animal husbandry
and farm forestry into diversi-
fied crop agriculture provides
scope for organic recycling and
ﬂ'cm manure. Integrated Pest

anagement likewise can in-
crease yields and empower
farmer peer-groups to make
their own decision about micro-
agro-ecology of their farms and

reduce dependence on chemical
pesticides.

In summary, the farmers,
the scientists and the policy
makers have to cobble tgfethl.':r
the criteria of ecological sus-
tainability, economic efficiency
and social equity into a coher-
ent and partici?atmjr frame-
work. Ecological degradation
and human misery are integral
to each other. Disastrous con-
sequences of failure to redress
decisively the impoverishment
of the two together are appear-
ing in exhausted soil, denuded
forests, sterile fishing grounds
and destitution of the rural
poor. Unfortunately the call to
grow more food does not include
a call for the protection of our
soil's fertility, our water's pu-
rity, our air's cleanliness and
our farmer's security and dig-
nity.

Demo(crazy)

Sir, The name of BNP law-
maker Aktaruzzaman hit the
headlines quite frequently last
month, ang he dccupied a lot of
time ih the political addas.. The
crime lr;c cnmrmgﬁ%d -was to
write a letter to chairper-
?:Jn [{ha]:dh% Zia and L'irlfulat.ing

amo s party colleagues
whcrei:l:ﬁl: argued in favour of
attending the Parliament.

Negating his 's opposite
stance in this regard he Ead to
pay a lot by losing his member-
ship (though temporarily) but
imt before writing a second let-
er,

Though the incident seems
of little importance as it means
nothing more than expelling a
member from a party, | con-
sider we have a Fnt to ponder
over the issue. From the inci-
dent it is only crystal clear that
a general member has no 'say’
regarding the party decision. It
means once you are in the party

ou automatically lose your
reedom to speak out what you
feel. But, the first word about
democracy is freedom of speech,
and if one is denied this right,
we can't call it democratic, be it
a country or a party.

BNP which claims itself the
champion of democracy and
calls its founder to be the pio-
neer of multi-party democracy
can scarcely be justified as it
suppresses its members to come
out with their suggestions. Cer-
tainly it is not only the case
with BNP but more or less the
same goes with all other par-
ties.

Shamim Ahsan
64/M R K Mission Road
Gopibagh, Dhaka-1203

Let's proceed together

Sir, An opinion on the 2nd
of February was simply waiting
there to blow me away. Ms Nur
Jahan chose me as the "zakaat"
for this Eid. Both of us were
writing about a letter written by
Dr. Sabrina Rashid on the topic
of "Sons and Daughters" which

was printed on the 8th of Jan-
uary. Dr. Rashid kept on insist-
ing that girls are better because
they don't take bribes, they are
sincere, they take care of their

ts when they are old and
ots of other gualities too.
I on the other hand wrote an

equally civilised letter where |

mentioned, quite clearly and

loudly, that it is unfair to judge

from one cular angle re-
which sex is better.

Yes, | admit that there were
some points | raised where | ac-
cused girls too. That was simply
because | feel that a one-sided
judgement by the doctor is un-
fair and unjust. Being a profes-
sional one is taught from a very
early stage that discrimination
of the sexes is forbidden and
unethical. So why bring up
sexes here? | gave examples why
and how girls could be equally
bad to the society. That is where
Ms. Nur Jahan comes in with

her whipping replies.

Ms Jahan, when | wrote the
part about women having
"loads of places to stash” their
stolen goods, | meant it. [ have
had the luck to monitor an ex-
port-oriented industry from a
very close range for a whole
year. The problems we faced
with the women staff were far
different and outweighed the
problems compared to their
male counterparts. Here women
were caught with stolen items
on a regular basis us some
very ingenious methods indeed.
To conceal stolen merchandise
they used hand their own bod-
ies. hand bags, false hair, lunch
boxes, burkha ... and the list
goes on and on. Ms. Jahan, | am
glad that you didn't make any
unnecessary comments about
my points on women "spreads
viclous rumours”, "comes up
with the most absurd imagi-
nary medical reasons”, “takes
bribes" — because that proves
that my points were correct. Ms
Jahan, what I meant by saying
neither boys nor girls are either
saints or devils is simple
enough to understand. No one is

born a saint or a devil. And you
went ahead saying that most of
the devilish acts are done by the
males. Please try to understand
the innermost meanings first
before jumping to conclusions,

Ms Jahan completely missed
my point and took me as a fe-
male hater and thus felt like |
ought to be condemned. No sex
is superior than the other. And
no sex should be like that, ever.
Instead of arguing on who's the
best and who's not. why not
hold hands and make use of our
individual good qualities to
make a better living on this
planet of ours.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka

US, Iraq and Israel

Sir, The sanctions imposed
by the UN on Iraq mainly at the
behest of the US has crippled
the economy of the country and

e e ; l.";:ﬁ: '5'_'_"‘

has caused enormous sufferings

to the people. But there is no
sign of any let up even after 7
of the end of the Gulf War,

€ arms inspectors 'suspect’
that Iraq is hiding weapons of
mass destruction somewhere
though, they don't seem to know
where! On the pretext of looking
for banned weapons of mass de-
struction, scores of inspectors
in dozens of teams look here
and there as suit their whims.
In the meantime, the sufferings
of the people keep on accumu-
lating and children keep dying

due to malnutrition. But it does
not bother the US and Britain
who are mainly adamant in
keeping the sanctions in place.

Are the sanctions really nec-
essary to erisure that Iraq does
not invade Kuwait or any other
neighbouring country again?
We don't think so.

Although the Iraqi president
has done nothing against the
Americans, the American gov-
ernment seems to have a spe-
cific grudge against him and
wants to get rid of him at any
cost, as if he is worse than
Hitler, Mussolini and the
Japanese during the Second
World War. Incidentally, no
economic sanctions were im-
posed against those countries
after the war, rather the Mar-
shall Plan was initiated to re-
vive their shattered economy!

So much for the r Iraqis!
Now we look at another invader
in the Middle East scenario,
namely, Israel. It has yet to va-
cate the lands it had occupied in
1967 flouting the UN resolu-
tions and the world opinion
and the US is unable to do any-
thing about it. On top of that Is-
rael is dictating terms for the
other party to and the US
can only nod in agreement!
Such is the ‘:I‘if,ht of the only
superpower left in the world
nowl!

Under the circumstances the
least the UN (read USA) can do
is to lift the sanctions now and
at the same time carry on in-
spections simultaneously at the
expense of Iraq, of course! How-
ever, the inspections should not
£o on for an indefinite period.
Abul Mohsin
41, Siddheswari Circular Rd
Dhaka-1217

On a London bus

Sir, This is from an actual
trial in the UK (or at least that
is the myth that came with the
joke).

A young woman who was
several months pregnant
boarded a bus. Then she noticed

a young man smiling at her and
she began feeling humiliated on
account of her condition. She
changed her seat and he seemed
more amused.

She moved again and then
on her fourth move he burst out
laughing. She had him arrested.

en the case came before
the court, the young nian was
asked why he acted in such a
manner. His reply was: When
the lady boarded the bus |
couldn't help noticing she was
pregnant. She sat under an ad-
vertisement which read Coming
Soon: The Gold Dust Twins,
then she moved under one that
read Sloans Liniments remove
swelling.

I was even more amused
when she sat under a shavin
advertisement which rea
William’s Stick Did The Trick.

Then [ could not control my-
self any longer when on the
fourth move she sat under an
advertisement which read Dun-
lop Rubber would have pre-
vented this accident.

The case was dismissed.

Farid Uddin Khan
GeoQuest Reservoir Tech-
nologies

3 S. Wadsworth Blvd., 5th
Floor

Denwer, CO 80235, USA

"Admission to

Architecture Deptt..."

Sir, This is in response to
the opinion -.ﬂ:::lL-s*.lm.-:-éxI on 9th
February, '98 by Mr Mabh-
muduzzaman, Of the three re-
spondents who are writing this
letter, two are ex-students and
one current student of the Ar-
chitectural Association Sthool
of Architecture (AA). London,
the oldest in UK (est. 1847) and
probably the most pr:stjlgluus
architectural schools of the
world. Mr Mahmuduzzaman
has presented his case with a
table. The fact is that a table
does not necessarily mean the
information presented is true.
In fact we can categorically

point out certain misinforma-
tion.

On the contrary to the in-
formation presented in his
table, the AA does not prefer
Physics as a subject for AA en-
trants. |Ref: According to the
latest AA Prospectus]

There are otheér items of mis-
information in Mr Mahmuduz-
zaman's opinion. A close
scrutiny of the opinion brings
out similar misinformation
with regard to other universi-
ties mentioned. Strikingly
some of the universities named
do not even offer Bachelor of
Architecture degree, like Uni-
versity of Leeds, University of
Aberdeen, University = of
Brighton etc. All of this surely
puts the credibility of the opin-
ion in question.

Dr K Shabbir Ahmed, Zainab
Ali. Dr Fuad H Mallick £

Department of Archi
BUET. D oka f tecture,

Annan and embargo

Sir, 1 support the view of the
UN Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan that more time should be
given for a diplomatic solution
to the crisis over arms inspec-
tion in Iraq. Further, I would

like to put emphasis on the need
for li UN sanctions against
Iraq at the earliest on humani-
tarian grounds.
M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207. 5
"Close
Encounters....."
Sir, 1 cannot but a with

Ms Almas Zakiuddin ‘(DS
23.01.98), that Dhaka is full of
BPs! They are either ‘Beautiful
People’, or 'Bitchy People'?

Munirul Haque

Architect

DRA, Dhaka

Report on Bangladesh

Sir, 1 refer to the human
rights report on Bangladesh
and the gre.as club press confer-
ence addressed by a US diplo-
mat on the matter. It is not the
question about the report being
true or fabricated; we need to
judge it from the point whether
a resident Embassy or its
diplomats have the right to crit-
icise the policy and the legal
system of a host government
publicly. . '

If it is allowed to become a
norm in diplomacy, then the
whole question of sovereignt
of nations has to be recast
and rewritten. Then also a new
and perhaps a very thorny
chapter of unwritten interna-
tional law governing the rela-
tions between states would be
emerging and taking firm root.
And its consequences will affect
all successive governments in
this country and elsewhere.
Rahim

I Sweden

"...," says Uncle Sam

Sir, The recent faux pas by
the US Embassy in holding a
press conference to divulge
contents of the US Human
Rights Report on Bangladesh,
and the manner in which it was
projected is a classic example of

the "Clinton clause" as it is
known today.

The US Ambassador's ex-
planation that the Embassy
could not apply for the neces-
sary permission to hold the
conference, because of Eid holi-
day, outdoes any one-liner by
stand-up comics on US Prime
Time shows this season. But,
then, let us give him the benefit
of the doubt. After all, he works
for an administration which
has a boss, whose concept of
human rights means "freedom
of s -

ive us a break!
S Kasem
Dhanmandi, Dhaka

The US update

Sir, As | downloaded from
the Internet, I found a recent
human rights update on the
United States by Human Rights
Watch (HRW), a New York based
human rights organisation,

The update says that in the
year 1997 the number of execu-
tions in the coun set new
records and that fatal shootin
and brutal beatings by police :%‘E-.
ficers continued at an alarming
rate. The United Nations' Spe-
cial Rapporteur on Extrajudi-
cial, Summary or Arbitrary Ex-
ecutions investigated the situa-
tion. Bacre Waly N'Diaye, a
Senegalese lawyer, travelled to

Human

Washington, DC, New York
City, Miami, Austin, Houston,
San Francisco and Los Angeles
to gather evidence concerning
the death penalty and killings

by %licc*
e update further says that
although HRW is pleased that

the US federal

government
agreed to UN investigation, it
has expressed disappointment
that the Department of State

and Justice failed to provide the

necesaala{ support in contaetin

state and local officials and Emr§E
ranging for meetings with
them. e update comments
that despite the US governmen-

— — aE

Rights

t's frequent pronouncements of
support for international hu-
man rights mnnitnrlnghmtch-

anisms, in practice it has not
been helpful.
As the HRW update suggests,

the rapporteur's report along
with recommendations for ac-
tion will be presented to the UN
Human Rights Commission for
public review in April 1998,

In the state of Colorado,
HRW has found unsafe and

overcrowded conditions of con-
finement for children.

HRW deplores that during
the year, the Colorado state au-
thorities have failed to provide
adequate facilities for children
held in incarceration facilities
throughout the state. Excessive
crowding, sometimes as high as
two and a half times the
planned capacity of an institu-
tion, the use of restraints and
punitive segregation, lack of
education an sychological
treatment, are an some of the
violations by Colorado of in-
ternationally recognised hu-

man l%%hta. :

H expresses concern that
Colorado has further abdicated
its responsibilities to protect
children committed to its care,
by sending them to private fa-

cilities. both in and out of the
state, where the state has little
control over the day-to-day op-
erations or the quality and
training of staff.

ullah

Abu
nt
7 Dhaka

S-8 Park Plaza
31 Banani, Road
Human rights and

Sir, In Bangladesh, HR can-
not improve without adminis-
trative and judicial reforms.
The judiciary must be separated
from the administration, and
both insulated from the influ-
ence of politics. It cannot be de-
nied that undue political bias
are partly responsible for a
large number of HR violations
under all regimes.

In the under-developed coun-
tries HR will remain an issue so
long a sizeable percentage of
})mplc live below the poverty
ine. Even in the developed
countries, HR violations do ex-
ist, but these are mostly
mar , or spill effects. Here,
the lack of human rights is yet a
core issue, due to economic rea-

sons, political instability, and
the wide between the top
rich and poor masses at the

grassroots. Literacy plays a ma-

Jor role in awareness, and to

minimise the abuse of HR.
Hence the HR factor cannot

worth nothin
rush rush.

tional
lateral politically, in the sense
that the concurrence of the op-
position is not forthcoming im
most cases (they
third of the citizens of the coun-

try).

parliament is inactive, com-

actions and comments in the
mass media
all picture of the sensitivity of a |
situation, as an input to the de-

suddenly become ﬁlur:h better.
Are we going about it systemati-

cai!ﬁ"?

e GOB's sharp reaction to
the US report on HR in
Bangladesh
with d:?ng o
stan some eITors
and nveruighta.mm -
cies in data. It will be a

task for the defenders to change
international

as to be taken
grain of salt, notwith-

ard

opinion. The
ublic will watch with interest
ow the regime's image is
changed for the better by the
regime,
Two aspects of the style is
: hush hush. and
so the top or na-
policy decisions are uni-

represent one

One reason may be that the

to its normal role, but re-

|
de a fair over-

cision-making process. It is an
open question how far the na-
tional policies are democrati-
cally processed.

A Husnain

Dhaka




