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The Will is Missing

It does not take a probing eye to see why the AL
government's privatisation agenda has been draw-
ing a blank. As many as 56 losing state-owned en-
terprises (SOEs) were catalogued for disinvestment
within the current financial year. Eight months
down the road not a single of them has been
handed over to any private company. In the first
place, the government's target was grossly ambi-
tious and unrealistic given the fact that the Pri-
vatisation Board's earlier projection for disinvest-
ing 32 SOEs had flopped to only four handovers
during the last 18 months of the present govern-
ment. Before that, during the BNP tenure, only 12
state-owned enterprises could be disinvested.

There is nothing wrong in aiming at the sky, se
that, at least a tall tree can be hit, but vaulting am-
bition without having crossed any hurdle at all is

‘nothing short of kite-flying. It can raise questions
about the seriousness of commitment, send wrong

signals to all concerned and encourage the no-

changers to regroup.

The fact of the matter is the government had not
done the required spade-work before undertaking
the disinvestiture exercise. First, it started out
without a legal framework. It has only been drafted
| now and is to be tabled at the Jatiya Sangsad in the
near future. How could privatisation be even at-
tempted in the absence of a legal cover for it? Sec-
ondly, it is the loss-incurring industries that have
been naturally put on the list for disinvestment;
| but then these would generate little interest if their
assets and inventories were to be grossly overval-
ued and those likely to take them over were not in-
centivised by the promise of fiscal and other bene-

fits.

Whereas the pundits pinned hopes on AL's his-
torical experience in the trade union movement to
stand them in good stead for carrying forward the
privatisation programme it is the opposite which
seems to have happened. Only the other day the AL
government signed an agreement with the Sramik
Karmachari Oikya Parishad (SKOP) promising
them not to go for a massive privatisation drive.
There were other tell-tale signs of caving in to
them.

So, it is the growing lack of political will that is
at the root of the disinvestment debacle.

The July's Salary

A law ministry proposal to enhance the salary
of the judges of the High and Supreme Courts, re-
ported in the press yesterday, cannot but remind
one of Hastings' wise act of giving the judges a su-
per-salary. How much do the judges get now? Can
they sustain themselves without the support that
comes from society even to the most fastidiously
correct officers of the government?

We wholeheartedly support the law ministry's
proposal. But we have something to add. The pro-
posed amounts of enhancement would fail to give
result. Our society, unknown to many of us, has,
Eerhaps stealthily moved to a stage where maybe

undreds get a salary of Tk 50,000 plus. Judges
must get substantially more than what has been

proposed. And, this is important, all in the judicial
service must get a proportional raise. It is at the
lower levels that justice comes closer to the litigant
g{ld his lobbyist — lawyer and is the most vulnera-

e.

But this all should come only after the separa-
tion of the judiciary. The proposed raise should be
declined by the judges as long as that separation is
not effected and the whole judicial service has to
eat out of the hands of the executive. Why cannot
the judges take a united professional stand on
this? This separation seems to have been packed to
the cold storage, in spite Law Minister Khasru be-
ing an ardent, impassioned and vocal advocate of
it. Atnuther of the mysterious of the AL govern-
ment. i

We have something to seek, something of these
'men and women of justice. Please help us, lead us
as Habibur Rahman had more than merely hinted
at, in bringing the matters of the court closer to
public scrutiny. Not only the physical or manning
or performance standards of the facilities but also
the performance and pronouncements of the un-
questioned ones. In Shikwah Igbal questioned so
many of the creator's doings. We want to say no
more for fear falling foul of the contempt laws.

A Necessity, No Doubt

These are the salad days for regional coopera-
tion . Hang-ups , prejudices are going away; gov-
ernments of this part of the world are showing a
welcome resolve to wake up from the nightmares of *
history. Bangladesh has been in the middle of
some outstanding achievements in this regard of
late. The Water Treaty with India, Peace Accord
with the tribal insurgents in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts are there as magnificent results of this new
wave of cordiality.

A lot of this bonhomie, this spirit of together-
ness has been shaged by the contemporary ?ubal
economic order and the wholesome impact of slow
but sure reaching for the democratic culture in the
re%lnn. But this spirit is not immune to vicissi-
tudes of time and the peculiarities of whims and
Interests of governments and it is a pity that people
In and outside the governments who have been
working for a collective and regional approach to
| E;ublema. both international and bilateral , do not

ve a single unified and regional platform. We be-
lieve in order to help this spirit last and prevail
over any policy shift on the part of the govern-
thents in future a think tank should come into be-
ing sooner than later. We are delighted that Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD) in a brainstorming ses-
sion has put forward the proposal for a South
Aslan think tank. We welcome it. There is no
doubt ,as they go home, the participants will go the
whole hog to make their respective governments
wake up to the necessity for forming a South Asian
think tank. We hope our government would not be
found lacking in the drive and sense to c for-
ward the idea in tandem with its regional counter-

Once translated into reality, we believe such a
forum will not only contribute in helping the gov-
ernments with ideas to meet the new challenges of
C times but will also hncract immensely in

ng fes wounds in bilateral rela-
s and give democracy a firm foothold in
regB:m. f

e, R —

e T e e e I T A B W Ty ol By - 8

- sive

A Sordid Tale of

ANGLADESH never has a

dull moment for diplo-
mats, triates and its
inquisitive citizens. A report
recently published by the US
State De ent on the subject
under title provided another
such excitement to continue the
process. The report charted
some of the various acts,
incidents and crimes relating to
human rights abuses that took
lace in Bangladesh in 1997.
uch reports are published
every year on a number of
countries. In the past,
Bangladesh has been a recipient
of this honour every year. This
ear was no exception. The
re arose because the report
was a voluminous one and was
presented for the first time at a
press conference in this
country, *
The Foreign Office reacted
and did so. with undue sharp-
ness. Foreign Secretary called
the US envoy and conveyed to
him government's displeasure
about hol the press confer-
ence without .permission and
for what he termed as inaccu-
racies, half-truths and unsub-
stantiated stories relating to
the substantive matters con-
tained in the report. Let us

analyse.
To obtain ssion of the
government for holding a press

conference by a diplomatic
mission is not necessary, ex-
cept, perhaps, in a totalitarian
state and a dictatorial me.
Ours is neither a totalitarian
state nor is a dictatorial
per se. Also, to my knowl :
no ssion was made obli-
atory in our country for any
iplomatic mission to hold a
Bress ‘conference in the past.
iplomats in our country have

‘been free to hold and address

f the spectacle, recently in
Washington, of the mutually
back slapping and gushing,
kissing cousins from Downing
Street and the White House, was
a trifle too cloying for good
taste, the sharp acerbity of their
belligerent policy towards the
common enemy was no anti-
dote either. Agreed that the
provocation of the unrepen-
tant, uncomplying Saddam is a
trial indeed, but it is a challenge
that has to be met with discus-
sion, dialogue and diplomacy.
+ Diplomacy with a fully pre-
p war strategy is a contra-
diction, and is also self-defeat-
ing. Its like going into a mar-
riage, sincerely avowing full
commitment, but tightly
clutching divorce papers in the
hands. For the US-UK to gloss
over the diplomatic options,
and only barely repress an in-
decent eagerness to demon-
strate their flexed military
muscles is almost as unseemly
as if they had spoken out their
inner most fantasy, of toppling
and eliminating Saddam Hus-
sein himself, though Clinton
has stated that the Iragi leader
would not be a target. But it is
obvious that the Clinton-Blair
duo would really rather dis-
Eenae with all this tedious
usiness of finding a diplo-
matic solution, espoused by
France, Russia and China, and
et on with the real business of
ombing some sense into Sad-
dam.
But would bomb attacks on
Iraq do the trick? Would a show
of force effect any satisfactory
change in the scenario.? Will it
bring Saddam to his knee? Will
this achieve what the UN is try-
ing to do with its inspection
team: getting access to and
smoking out Saddam'’s hoard
of hinicg‘cal and chemical ar-
senal? Or will it only trigger his
releasing these on his neigh-
bours and cause what is eu-
phemistically called, collateral
damage. Even worse, what
about the chance of an acciden-
tal US-led attack on the biolog-

e

US Records of Human Rights Violation in Bangladesh

The abuses under the Special Powers Act have been so pronounced and widespread that the High Court of
Judicature sometimes have to come to rescue the victims. In an unprecedented case, the High Court not only
released four former BNP Ministers and State Ministers detained under the SPA under absurd charges of

sabotage, but ordered the government to pay monetary compensation to the victims.

any meeting, seminar or con-
ference thout obtaining
clearance of the host govern-
ment, let alone to release a re-
port prepared by their govern-
ment for public consumption.
No such restrictions, it is un-
derstood, has also been im-
posed in a code of conduct for
diplomatic missions. Of course,
it would have been in order to
inform the government press
agencies of the proposed confer-
ence. One gathers there was no
special invitation extended to
anyone and the general notifi-
cation for the press conference
had been designed for all con-
cerned and all those who were
interested.

Secondly, the practice of
hol a press conference by a
US diplomatic mission to re-
lease their country report on

human rights is in vogue in a
number of countries over the
the

ﬁlnhe. No such protests
ost government against hold-
ing a press conference as such
appear to have taken place. Fur-
thermore, a press conference
obviates the need for answering
many individual queries on a
r:r]:nrt. The increasing quantum
of human rights abuses in
Bangladesh in recent times
might have likewise raised the
propensity of people to seek
more information and clarifi-
cation than ever before. To en-
able them to answer all these
queries at one go might have
also been one of the factors that
goaded the Embassy to hold the
conference.

F‘Imllz. the snap decision to
lodge a diplomatic protest the

day following presentation
of the indicates nervous-
ness of the mment at the
possible impact of its contents
on the general public. It also
su that, more often than
not, our leaders remain insu-
lated and live in a dream world
fabricated by their sycophants.
The information contained in
the report wake them up to
stark reality of the situation
and make them wonder with an

 been overruled that the reaction

to a formal protest would be

counter productive. Instead of

letting the report die a natural
death, the measure regenerated

the issues and is likely to keep

it alive and thriving at least for
some time to come.

As for the substantive issues,
the most notable one ap to
be the continuing deterioration
of the law and order situation
in the country. The number of
incidents

of political harassment, un-
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incredulous gaze—how could
that be possible at all? It is a
simplistic notion, but some
ma])_: regard the exercise as
nothing but a mere pretence.

The Foreign Secretary did
raise certain substantive issues
which are by far political in na-
ture. These should have been
dealt with better by a politician
— by State Minister or by For-
eign Minister himself, as they
were present. The Foreign Sec-
retary, as a duty-bound consci-
entious officer, carried out the
instructions emanating from
top. He must have advised and

lawful detentions, torture and
death in police custody, rapes,
killings, etc. have dabounded in
the past year. Who could defend
the allegation that a op-
position political activist, who
after being held in police cus-
tody, was repentant for his past
misdeeds and committed sui-
cide the very next day by hang-
ing himself by his shoe lace?
The police did. How many peo-
ple would buy this story as au-
thentic? Again, during disrup-
tion of opposition meet-
ings by hoodlums, the ple
who had been arrested the
police belonged mostly to the

position . How could one jus-
tify such police actions, which
must have been dictated from
the top.

Similarly, one Yasmin
. murder case stirred the previous
regime so stirongly that the
delay in taking legal recourse
almost shook its very founda-
tion. But subsequently, there
have been more unresolved
cases like the rape and murder
of Shima Chowdhury and oth-
ers which have failed to evoke
even the routine, customary
criticisms from most of our
otherwise active human rights

organisations. The report has

listed some of these and left out
many more of such heinous
crimes. Besides, many other
types of incidents of violation
of human rights, such as child
abuses , have been incorporated

in the report.

. It was alleged that Prime
Minister herself did never
romise to repeal the Special
owers Act under which illegal
detentions and consequent un-
lawful acts take place. A jug-
of words appears to have

n attempted in its defence.
Can one deny that the Awami
League and its leaders had re-
lentlessly struggled against this
and other black laws since the
autocratic rule of General Er-
shad ? Is not this a fact that the
election manifesto of the
Awami League pledged to abol-
ish all such black laws? Does
not the ruling party regard the
nefarious Act passed by its own

US-UN, and Their Problem Child

The imminent war over Iraq seems not to be so much about weapons or even about the Gulf, as it is about the

ather;uwn&:gmd&'thembeﬁmanmewnpmdmnhythdreﬁmmbﬁedudﬂh
about the perceptions of dignity. Maybe a little less high handedness on both part and some tact could ease the

ical, chemical or nuclear sites,
releasing the poisonous
agents?

Douglas Johns of the
Stratc&c Studies Institute of
Army War College in the US is
sceptical about the any advan-
tage to be gained from cruise
missile and laser guided bomb
attacks on Iraq. at targets
should be aimed for would be a
problem. “If the US hits a chem-
ical weapons site it will release
chemical material. If it hits a
nuclear weapon site, it will
have to ask if there's any nu-
clear material there, and how
far you spread it by blowing it
up, and if anyone is insane
enough to target a biological
weapon facility, they ought to

be confined for the rest of their
natural lives.”

So it seems that the only
mad man would not be the one
just producing and hiding the
weapons of mass destruction,
but some insanity can also be
attributed to those who, in the
fever of the moment are aiming
gt tdcstrucum. rather than

eterrence, S agree with
Johns - that attack with high
losives are not the answer to

a bilological weapons threat.
“We don't want to blow any of
these up. We need to seize
and secure them and remove the

contents.”

Well, when a child gets
something dangerous in his
clutch and then obstinately
clenches tight his fist, any par-
ent can tell you that the only
way to get him to relax his grip,
is not h{r brute force. You have
to tempt, distract, bargain, ca-
ole, even fool him into

. This is the crude and m
language of diplomacy. It calls
for another kind of arm twist-
ing which is far subtler than

tension. Dialogue with dignity,

POSTSCRIPT

| Neeman A Sobhan

breaking the child’'s hold by

bringing down an iron rod over

his hand. Going the diplomatic

route may seem to, temporarily,
ive the Iraql leader ascen-
ancy. but in the long run, he

could be lulled into compla-

ﬁency and then brought into
ne.

Admittedly, this adversary
is more recalcitrant than just
an obstinate child, more like a
brat who needs to be taught a
lesson, but it must be realised
that he is incapable of learning,
so he must be manipulated.
Force is not going to make him
comply. Possibly, diplomacy
will not either, but what we
need is the contents of that
closed fist, and for that we need
to get close to the hand, allow
him to let us hold it. Breaking
that fist and spilling out the
dangerous contents, or worse,
destro the stubborn little
boy is not the main objective.
Or is it?

For some, like George
Stephanopoulos, the news ana-
lyst with ABC news and a for-
mer top adviser to Clinton, it is
a viable solution! A few months
ago, he told the host of the
American talk show Good
Morning America, quoting Lin-
coln on ‘justifiable tyrannicide®
that the US should kill Saddam
because neither sanctions nor
bombing would eliminate the
Iraqi leader. “Its illegal, but not
immeoral®. Former retary of
State Eagleburger who was also
at the show, rightly repri-
manded him and reminded him

of the moral issue of setting a

i

microcredit
Sir, The editorial 'Micro-

credit for Them" on 5 February,
1998 was good in itself, but the

negative aspects of credit sys-
tem always kill people's initia-
tive and positive thinking

about themselves. In America
Emple are born in debt; they

ve in debt and die in debt. Let
us hope that similar situations
may not arise in Bangladesh.

n e mvggifhrgmf: pat;d:ms aérd
styles are C rapidl
with the articlp:?ignn 0 t!-m:;ar
opportunist money-hunters
both in the international and
domestic money markets. The
hard-earned money by our peo-
ple abroad should be utilised for
productive purposes in the
country. In terms of foreign
currency earnings by them we
can say that they are our pride
and assets to the cnuntr{'.

Please treat them well for all

time to come.

Abul Ashraf Noor
House# 9, #d
Sector#5, Uttara, Dhaka

Grameen philosophy
Sir, | watched with rapt at-

tention the BBC TV programme
HARDTalk where an half-hour
long interview of Professor
Yunus, taken by Tim Sebastian,
was broadcast a couple of days
before the Eid holidays. It was a
wonderful show and it made me
proud to watch Professor Yunus
talk about his Grameen philos-

e way the Professor an-
swered all the direct and inci-
uestions left no doubt in
any viewer's mind that here was
a great visionary who dared to

dream and pursue a subject, |
none else — not even our great |

twice in twenty-four
AZMA Ali

social, economic and religious
thinkers — had ever thought of.

The subject — to free the world

from poverty, not through dole
and charity, but through the
establishment of universal
human right to credit, is a new
philosophy. Yet the dream and
vision of a poverty-free world
was almost tangible to’ the
viewers. So much so that by the
end of the programme when he
was : at are we wait-
ing for? Why don't we start
working to make this world free
from poverty?" or words to that
effect, both he and the inter-
viewer were glo with the re-
flection of a great dream!

Used as we are to watching
all kinds of TV programmes
with hardly anything to inspire
us, it would be an excellent idea
if the Bangladesh TV authori-
ties arranged to get this pro-

mme from BBC, dubbed it in

engall and broadcast in BTV

Fm ramme at a prime time

BBC broadcast the E.rugra.mme
ours),

House#9, Rd#11,
Sector #4, Uttara
Dhaka

Lying is an art

Sir, Lies of colourful variety
have made deep inroads into
every sphere of our life and are
contaminating the society. In
fact, the art of lying is widely
cultivated in societies through-
out the world. Some people take
it as a pastime, some as a pro-
fession and some as a fun or
some as a fashion. Goebels mas-
tered this art to the point of
near perfection thus popularis-
ing it around the globe, '

Then 1 is not as heinous
a 1 as it Is made out to be.
Most of us tell at least a dozen,
lies daily to avoid hurting peo-

-believe that telling

ple or to make them happy.

If you compliment a plain-
looking girl for her looks or
wish a person good health and
prosperity when you would
rather see him stricken with
palsy or dead, then lying is no
crime. But | know Bfop e who

e truth is
stupid, and lying a fine art to be
cultivated by intelligent people.

The latter are the compul-
sive liars. Samuel Butler was of
the opinion that "any fool can
tell the truth, but it requires a
man of some sense to know how:
to lie well." Shakespeare held
almost the same view when he
wrote: "He will lie, sir, with
such volubility, that you would
think truth were a fool."

Stkandar Rana
t of English
“Jahangirnagar Unilversity,
Savar :
EPZ for Sylhet

Sir, This refers a letter of Mr
S A Chowdhu published in
the DS dt. 20/1/98. The writer
has described the importance
very correctly. As a divisional
headquarters, the following
matters require attention of the
authorities concern.

a) Sylhet should be declared
as a city corporation, b) There
should be international air-
laort. c) An Education Board is
mportant, d) In revenue side,
commissioner of taxes and
commissioner of customs is
important, and e} Road and rail
communication should be de-

vn]nfved.
. It is hoped that if grﬂ r in-
vestment is made in Sylhet, we

can get huge profit and benefit

for our national interest.

M All
Dhaka

precedent which could be used
against anyone perceived as a
Pol Pot or a Hitler. :

And with that we come to
the issue of perceptions and
perspectives. Seeing things

from the others point of view,
isn't this what the world’ of

diplomacy and a world forum -

is about. Seeing an issue with
the eyes of the US, whose power
and ego is being undermined by
a down at the heels but recalci-
trant Arab country, and also
loo from the perspective of
that country itself which,
strangled by economic sanc-
tions and humiliated, is des-
perate to play any game how-
ever dangerous and self de-
Sstructive, to get the world's at-
tention, or even understanding
the view point of an oil hungry
France or a Russia anxious to
retain its place on the Middle-

Eastern stage, these are things
that the UN and the civilised
community of nations must do
as the process of seeking a
diplomatic solution is allowed
to continue.

The crisis hinged on Iraq's
thwarting of the UN weapons
inspection team from doin
their work, the findings o
which would have been the ba-

'8is for the lifting of the sanc-

tions imposed on the cuunt{]y.
S

Iraq complained that the
dominated the UNSCOM team.

~ Scott Ritter whe had headed the
team of experts on arms control

issues and specially conceal-
ment of weapons, was claimed
by the Iraqis to be a spy and ex-
pelled from the country. Fi-
nally, the Iraqis did accept, in
principle, the admission of in-
spection teams. But the issues
seems to have bolled down to
the sites that are open for in-
spection. The bones or sites of
contention are the eight Presi-
dential Palace sites. US wants
an unconditional compliance
by Iraq of the UN regulations on
weapons inspection. And there

r
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I chime in with your edito-
rial of 25.1.1998 acclaiming
ban on CBA  activities In
Bangladesh Bank and suggest-
ing similar ban on NCBs as
CBAs have ceased to be dedi-
cated to the service of the work-
ers and staff members.

I had a relative serving in a
textile mill in Tongi, Dhaka
from whom | heard unnerving
stories of CBA activities crip-

ling the industry. As a Time-
eeper he was e worst suf-
ferer. Workers dra stre

from CBAs used to be absent for
months and come back with a
slip in hand from CBA leaders.
The plight of a r
in such a situation could easily
be imagined. F to und:r%n
jthl: torment he had to quit his
ob.

Not only that textile mills,
almost all the public sector or-
anisations are afflicted with

is CBA syndrome. Normal
functioning of administration
is totally impossible due to
CBAs' interference in the day-
to-day administration. C
maintain parallel administra-
tion exerting unfair influences
in all matters of administra-

Crimes and a Futile Attempt to Cover-up

party about a quarter century

0 as a black law, a grievous

s to the nation, a negation
of democratic principles and a
gross violation of human

fiably
failure of previous

No excuse could be justi-
entertained, even the

govern-

ments in this regard. On the'
e time of the
overnment of

contrary, during
immediate past

Khaleda Zia an ication of the
Act was much less frequent and
rigorous then than it is now.

The people do realise the lack of

sincerity of the Awami League

to carry out the mandates given

by the ple voting them to
wer. They can no longer be
oodwinked.

The abuses under the Spe-
cial Powers Act have been so
pronounced and widespread
that the High Court of Judica-
ture sometimes have to come to
rescue the victims. In an un-

recedented case, the High

ourt not only released four
former BNP Ministers and
State Ministers detained under
the SPA under absurd charges
of sabotage, but ordered the gov-
ermment to pay monetary com-
pensation to the victims. Never
in the history of Bangladesh a
fine had ever been imposed on

the government for having

committed political harass-
ment and
opposition leaders on flimsy
and ridiculous grounds. The
BNP has alleged
of their party leaders and ac-
tivists have been killed and
several thousands of them ille-
%a.ll}r detained during the past
9 months of the Awami League
rule. The US report speaks of a
far less number of victims and
the government can perhaps
derive some solace out of it.

we are, stuck outside the palace
gates. To have come this far,
and to sound the battle drums
on what seems to be an issue
that can be sorted out across the
table, is a sad comment on
the art of diplomacy in these
times.

The imminent war over Iraq

seems not to be so much about
weapons or even about the Gulf,
as it is about the other yawning
gulf, the one between an arro-
gant super-power and a proud
country that refuses to bite dust.
It is about the perceptions of
dignity. Maybe a little less high
handedness on both part and
some tact could ease the ten-
sion. Dialogue with dignity,
rather than the deployment of
weapons .in 'a war against
weaporis, might strike the right

" note. Force and vengeance can

unlglf generate more of the same.
And children learn not by the
precept but by the actions of
adults. The child with the
clenched fists must be taught to
stand up and voluntarily give
up his possession, not his pride
in himself. It may be a longer

rocess than a short, purpose-
ess battle of might, in which

nothing is achieved, but it is the

process which must be allowed
to function. The UN is not just
about Iraq or the US, its about
the correct thing to do.

awful detention of

at about 200

Md Shahjahan

tion. They flout all rules and
regulations. The officers are in
fact hostages in the hand of
CBAs.

A question that may be
asked is, what has made the
CBAs so mighty and
formidable? Is the trade union
law to be blamed alone because
it provides licence to the union
activists in the name of pro-
tecting the interest and rights
of the workers? The answer is
that these are the corollary of
accumulated sins of giving in-
dulgence to CBAs by all gov-
ernments, civil or military, t

0
. woo the CBAs for clinginghtu
as

power. Such indulgence
made today CBAs so desperate.

‘The country's economy has

been pushed to the verge of col-
Industries have been
made sick resulting in closure.
Thousands of workers have
been rendered jobless. It has de-
stroyed the industrial sector in-
fusing disobedience, indisci-
pline and corruption.

The CBAs havg always been
pam by one or the other

political party simply for per-

lapse.

petuating its narrow political
interest without considerin

the interest of the country. Suc

indulgence by the political par-
ties not only distracted the
CBAs from its object but has
jeopardised its own interest and
endangered its existence. Some
Pmanct should be done by po-
itical parties too.

We have a lot of other such
problems the root cause of
which is marﬂaie of political
convenience, such as debilitat-
ing law and order situation in
the educational institutions,
extortions in market places,
capturing of bus terminals, an-
archy in the ports and preva-
lence of mastanism in the coun-
try.

Now the question is: should
we, to stop all these evils, put
ban on student politics. on
trade unions in port; can we put
a ban on mastanism and extor-
tionists? Trying to do so will be
tantamount to wrap the earth
with leather to save the foot

from dust. Why not cover the
foot? Why not cut off the politi-
. cal umbilical cord to stop these
evils? =
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A Titanic- Struggle

The country is
through various transitions
since 1971, The political tran-
sitions are well marked
through the different regimes
which reigncd for certain peri-
ods. The democratic transition
of the '90s is having its impact
on the civil society, as condi-
tions have not yet returned to
the normal routine level
(stability). Some are good,
many are undesirable, and
quite a few unnecessary.

Those who run the country
have to analyse and sort out the
implications, retain the goad
ones, discard the bad ones, and
filter the grey areas to pick up
the gund points. Undesirable
trends have to be suppressed
firmly, and controversial ones
brought to a conclusion. The
leadership has the responsibil-
ity which it cannot shirk indef-
initely. or even for long, with-
out fi the backlash.

Evil must be nip in the
bud, before it can root.
Unfortunately, there are '

m which can be r:d.fﬂi

passing

A Mawaz
There is no time to is-
sues . Public patience is

limited, and transient. Delays
bring in uncertainty, which is
uncomfortable for the politi-
cians, who have got the oppor-
tunity afresh to run the state.
The volume and level of criti-
cism rises, images are tar-
nished, confidence becomes
shaky, and the benefit of the
doubt is withheld for periods
longer than necessary. Since
the differences of opinions are
internal and within the
Bangladeshi society, the society
has the controlling mechanism
to arrive at solutions which
in public interest, because the
end goal for all the factions is
the same, namely, building a
better Bangladesh. In democ-
racy, diversions do not change
the ultimate goal. In recent
ress : were grum-
Bunﬂmshuhm of the goal
posts. This analogy could be ap-

plied to the other ilis of the so-

i
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i 1¢ major negative implica-

tions have been well articulated
through public opinion in the
media. These are mainly cam-

s violence, corruption in all
ts forms, the weakening of the
established institutions as uni-
versally recognised, the politi-
cal bipolarity which has di-
vided the nation and stalled
pro . the lack of consensus
at the national level of deci-
sion-making (the parliamen-
tary process is crippled), the de-
fiance of authority, the law and
?rdcr aiii;.;atjun. au{lld the 'l.lvid:r:i-
ng ga tween the e an
th% %apu‘unn] leaderngf;p

In short, the communication
gaps have to be narrowed or
overcome. Convergency may
not be possible once the diver-
ences me too wide, scat-
ered or isolated. At present, the
sense of national unanimity is
= 'Tt'f-.ekt' 1

civil society is In
of losing its sense of dir;mr
The has to be corrected,
and the final course set once for
Ilt.'l.l. ltldocn not matter who does
. 80
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Ban on CBAs

ong it is done.
It is a titanic struggle. |



