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Direct from USA

Occidental
drilling
new well 1in
Habigan;

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Feb 10: US com-
pany Occidental has started
drilling of another exploratory
well named 'Bibiana well' at
Dighalbak of Nabiganj thana in
Habiganj district.

For the task it has again en-
aged 'Deutag,’ the German
rilling company which had
worked in drilling of Occiden-
tals first exploratory well at
M hhara.

e Magurchhara well had
recently been declared aban-
doned as an aftermath of the
blew-out that took place in the

hours of June 15 last year.

idental this time main-
tained secrecy while starting
drilhgﬁ:i the remote village at
Dl%h . The company began
dri ling&:t the Bibiana well
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Transport workers'
clash creates

traffic jam on
Dhaka-Aricha Rd

SAVAR, Feb 10: A clash be-
tween two rival groups of trans-
port workers created traffic jam
on Dhaka-Aricha highway to-
day, reports UNB.

Police said the clash an
when members of Dhaka-
Aricha Transport Workers Fed-
eration, an offshoot of
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan
Federation, beat up an worker
of their rival group on Monday
following a dispute over sub-
scription.

urces said the Federation
used to take Tk 20 as toll from
Eﬂ[’:f;ﬂ;;hiclﬂ l;m Dl!llaka-[}ham-
rai way but t recentl
doubled tl':«f'::"p.t.ul'u::-1.111r;.’E‘:”Ir ¥

During the two-hour lon
fight from noon, the riva

ps chased each other on the
road, forming the long queue of
vehicles from Nabinagor to
Savar.

To control the situation,
four platoons of riot and re-

police rushed to the spot.

Local people said a tense sit-
uation is prevailing in the area.

5 shot dead

in Tripura

AGARTALA, Feb 10: In the
first major incident of violence -
this year, five members of a
non-tribal family have been
shot dead in West Tripura by the
All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF]
which has given a call for polls
Btll‘{cntt. police said, reports

In another incident, three
CPI (M) activists, including the

brother of state Health Minister |

Bimal Sinha, were abducted

yesterday in Dhalai district by

militants of National Front of

Tripura (NLFT), which has also

%lhven a call for boycott of polls,
ey said.

ATTF militants
Samaial Padamabil
Ramchandraghat constituency.
represented by Chief Minister
Dasarath Deb, last evening, set
ablaze houses, and fired at vil-
lagers, killing the five members
of the family, including chil-
dren, the police said. |

Uzbek FM
due on Friday

Uzbekistan's Foreign Minis-
ter Abdul Aziz Kamilov arrives
in Dhaka on Friday on a two-
day official visit to Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

This will be the first ever
visit to Bangladesh by a Foreign
Minister from Uzbekistan.

He will hold official talks
with his counterpart Abdus
Samad Azad on Saturday.

During his stay, Kamilov
will make courtesy call on Pres-
ident Shahabuddin Ahmed and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
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(Right) Shantibahini members surrendering their arms at the stadium.

@he Daily Star

MAGH 29 1404 BS. -SHAWAL 13, 1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, £
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, i
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥ >
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. 7

* NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

TR 2

PCJSS Chairman Jotirindriyo Bodhipriyo Larma handing over his gun to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the arms surrender

- LBSILRa . OSO . W G e % --;5:_::..:::' ""h-,c : B
ceremony at the Khagrachhari Stadium
—Star photo by AKM Mohsin

yesterday. |

739 Shantibahini guerillas lay down arms on first day

A farewell to arms

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb
10: He gave her his
and in return Prime -
ister Sheikh Hasina pre-
sented PCJSS Chairman
Jyotirindriyvo Bod-
hipriyo Larma with a
bouquet of white roses,
mar the end of the
decades-old insurgency
in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts today.

It was a moment of tri-
umph for her govern-

ment, ca the insur-
gency with an accord on
December 2, when she re-

leased white pigeons af-

.|.ter taking the surrender

un

From Shehab Ahmed

of arms by 739 Shan-
tibahini guerillas at the
I{hagmchhaﬂ Stadium.
Shantibahini, the
armed wing of the

PCJSS, had started in-
surgency in 1973 de-

Photo feature
on page 9

manding self-rule in the
CHT.

Later PCJSS Chair-
man JB Larma told re-
porters that the Shan-
tibahini has ceased to ex-

ist after the beginning of

the process of swurender

- - y—— TL—

Their field comman-
der Ushatan Talukder
said they were saying
"farewell to arms. No
more bloodshed." He ex-
pressed the hope that
there would be peace and
stability in the region
from now on.

The Shantibahini
guerillas who earlier
marched into the sta-
dium with their field
commander Ushatan
Talukder and took their
seats on chairs in the
field, stood in attention
when the Prime Minister

See Page 12Col-3
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BNP brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting the CHT accord.

Hartal paralyses
Chittagong Divn

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 10: Nor-
mal life was almost paralysed
in the port city and its sur-
rounding areas following the
day-long hartal today.

Hartal was also observed in
other districts of Chittagong di-
vision, barring Khagrachhari,
according to reports reaching
here.

The BNP-led Seven-Party
Alliance called the hartal in
Chittagong division protesting
the agreement under which the
Shantibahinimen today started
to surrender their arms.

Police and witnesses said, no
untoward incidents were re-
ported in the city and surround-
ing areas, excepting some
cracker blasts in the morning.

Most of the vehicles except-
ing few rickshaws stayed off the
roads and highways while ma-
{?r shopping arcades and mar-

ets were closed.

Some government and pri-
vate offices functioned in the
city with thin attendance.

In Chittagong Port. cargo
handling operations were par-
tially disrupted while delivery
of goods to and from port was
suspended during the hartal
hours, port sources said.

BNP and Jamaat supporters
organised rallies and proces-
sions in the city.

Truckloads of police were
seen patrolling the city roads
during hartal hours to foil any

See Page 12 Col 1

—Star photo

Arms surrender
a drama, says
Mannan Bhuiyan

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
warned the government of a se-
rious unrest if the so-called
peace agreement with the tribal
insurgents is not scrapped, re-
ports UNB.

Addressing a rally at the In-
stitution ol Engineers 1to
demonstrate against the CHT
accord, the BNP leader said the
entire nation has rejected the
accord that jeopardised the
country’s interest,

The BNP and its allies ob-
served hartal yesterday in Chit-
tagong Division and staged
demonstrations in all other
parts of the country demanding
cancellation of the accord.

Mannan termed the gov-
ernment as a stooge of an alien
Fuww:r and said it must be ousted
rom the power through a mass

See Page 12 Col 7

CHT accord to

create unrest,
says Khaleda

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia called upon
the Bangladeshi expatriates in
various countries to stand be-
side the people at home, reports
UNB.

Begum Zia was speaking at a
gathering of Bangladeshi na-
tionals, working in Saudi Ara-
bia, at the Royal Palace Hall in
Makkah on Monday afternoon,
according to a message received
in Dhaka yesterday.

She said the door of BNP is
always open for those who want
to join the party when the coun-

— ———altc Page 12 Col 3

disbanded,

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 10:
Chairman of Parbatya Chatta-
Fram Jana Sanghati Samit
PCJ5S) Jyotirindra Bod-
hipriva Larma alias Shantu
Larma today said with the for-
mal laying down of arms,
‘Shantibahini’ stands automat-
ically disbanded, report agen-
cies.

"The Shantibahini becomes
automatically disbanded with
the laying down of their arms.”
he told reporters after the cere-
monial surrender of arms by
the Shantibahini here.

Larma. who led the bush war
by the armed tribal guerillas,

Shantibahini automatically
says Larma

said, "We have not rebelled
against the government. We
fought for the realisation of our
legitimate rights.”

Shantibahini was the armed
wing of the PCJSS, headed by
Shantu Larma.

Asked about the prospect of
restoration of peace in the hill
tracts following the surrender
of arms. Larma said, "It's a rel-
ative matter and depends on
subsequent developments.”

He told a correspondent that
the PCJSS might now emerge
as a political party to 'protect
and promote' the cause of the

. tribal people. e

"

Govt won't force Bangalees

out of CHT: Hasina

KHAGRACHHARI, Feb 10:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
today made an appeal to the
tribals and non-tribals to coex-
ist peacefully in the Hill Tracts
and assured that under no cir-
cumstances Bangalees would be
removed by force, reports UNB.

"We want peace, not con-
flicts: creation, not destruction;
progress, not backwardness."
she told the ceremony of arms
surrender by Shantibahini
guerillas at the heavily guarded
Stadium here this noon.

The Prime Minister said,
"The arms surrender would
usher in a new era in the his-
tory of our nation, particularly
of Chittagong Hill Tracts ... It
would pave the way for a new
millennium of peace, prosper-
ity and development.”

She received the first arms
from PCJSS chief Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma alias Shantu

Larma. marking the end of a 23-
year-old bush war in the Hill
Tracts,

"I hope the members of the
Jana Sanghati - Samity would
contribute to the national de-
velopment after returning to
the normal life. Come to the
normal life, let us all work to-
gether for the welfare of the na-
tion."

The arms surrender by 739
members of the PCJSS under
the leadership of Shantu Larma
followed the landmark agree-
ment between the National
Committee on CHT and the
PCJSS signed on December 2
last year in Dhaka.

The stadium was packed
with a jubilant crowd to witness
the historic incident. The
Shantibahini men wearing
olive green uniforms were wait-
ing in the middle of the field to
be a part of the ceremony.

The crowd and the Shan-
tibahini men greeted the Prime
Minister as she entered the sta-
dium at about 11:55 am. After
the national anthem was pre-
sented, the prime minister de-
livered her speech, welcoming
the tribal leaders.

"Forgetting the past bitter
experience, work unitedly for a
better, happy and prosperous
future.” the Prime Minister said
in an emotion-choked voice,
adding that the citizens of the
same country were engaged in
shedding bloods of each other
for last two decades, which has
come to an end today with this
historic ceremony.

"We don't want any more
bloodshed, we want peace, sta-
bility, progress and prosperity.
This country belongs to all of
us. Political and social stability
are essential for sustained eco-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Call to create
a South Asian

think tank

By Staff Correspondent

Participants at a 'brain-
storming session’ hosted by
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) felt that South Asia ur-
gently needs a regional centre of
excellence.

They felt that such a centre
can assemble the wealth of pro-
fessional resources available in
South Asian countries to com-
plement the ongoing process of
regional cooperation. They
supported the creation of a
South Asian think tank.

According to a press release,
the 2-day brainstorming meet-
ing which concluded in the cap-
i esterday, was participated
by K:ading regional scholars
and representatives of UN
agencies. It was presided by em-
inent economist and policy

. See Page 12 Col 8

Rice price high in India

Importers in N-dists
can't meet demand
for short supply

From Inam Ahmed and Reaz Ahmad

BOGRA, Feb 10: Rice im-
porters in the northern districts
are tl;y'lng to make quick profit
out of the current crisis, but it
has become difficult for them to
procure rice upto the level of
demand in the country as India
is also facing rice shortage.

"There is a huge demand for
the rice throughout the country
and we are E:tting orders every-
day.” said Aslam Abu Saleh, a
rice importer of Joypurhat. "But
the problem is that even the In-
dian suppliers are unable to
meet the demand, India also is

| facing a rice shortage.’

Importers here said price of
rice is also high in India,
around 220 US Dollars a ton of
coarse rice. But, even that is not
easily available,

Meanwhile, traffic conges-
tion at the Nagarbarl ferry ter-
minal pushed up transport
costs by about Tk 4000 a truck
from Dinajpur to Chittagong in
the last week, disrupting supply
of rice from the northern re-
gion.

At the Nagarbari ghat,
trucks mostly carrying rice,
have been beeling for miles,

See Page 12 Col 7

None of the 56 loss-makin
state-owned enterprises (SOE's
identified for privatisation dur-
ing the current financial year
could be handed over to private
concerns due to various prob-
lems Including organised
labour, bureaucratic tangle and
lack of cooperation from
politicians both in the ruling
and o tion ies, sources
in the Privatisation Board said.

The new list was prepared at
the beginning of current finan-
cial year on the basis of sugges-
tions from different ministries.
Though half of the financial

year has passed, the privatisa-
tion process did not progress
IPnBuch. said a high official of the

The 56 enterprises include
15 in the textile sector, seven in
jute sector, nine in steel and en-
gineering sector, nine in sugar
and fi sector, 10 in chemical
industries sector, four in forest
sector and two in the miscella-
neous sector.

However, it has been decided
that two out of the nine in the
steel and engineering sector, the

adesh Machine Tools Fac-
tory (BMTF) and the Khulna

By Rafiq Hasan

Shipyard, will be handed over
to the Army and the Navy re-
spectively.

The official said frequent
policy changes also slowed the
]i"{ac: of privatisation process.

hough the pgovernment is
committed to accelerate the
privatisation process, it re-
cently signed an agreement
with the Sramik Karmachari
Oikya Parishad (SKOP) not to go
for a massive privatisation
drive, he mentioned.

"To make the privatisation
process smooth a legal frame-
work has been drafted and it

will be placed in the Jatiya
Sangsad shortly," he said,

e process was being de-
layed further due to govern-
ment's new order to te the
atgaccnt surplus land of.the
SOE concerned from its factory
building while making assess-
ment of its properties and lia-
bilities before going for privati-
sation,

There are many age-old in-
dustries which have vast land
ﬂ:ppert}r. even up to 100 acres,

e official said. After se -
tion, this land would be -

oped for new industrial plots. W

A total of 12 SOEs were pri-
vatised during the tenure of the
previous government. After the
new government came to power,
the PB undertook the process of

rivatisation of a total of 32

Es but only four could be fi-
nally handed over to the private
companies during the last 18
months.

The enterprises are Royal

" Textile, Bandarban, IK Indus-

tries, Chlttagurln&] Feroza Ata

Dal Mills, ulna and
.hBulghdeah Cold S , Mun-

AT SR S B s,

Privatisation process: None of 56 SOEs handed over

the bu . These are Hafiz Tex-
tile Mills and Deshbandhu
Sugar Mills in Narsingdi. Na-
tional Ice Factory in
anj, Asrafia Oil mills in
ulna and Bangladesh Can
Company in Chittagong.

e government is offload-
ing its shares of 9 industries
thro the Investment Corpo-
ration of Bangladesh. In those
enterprises, the government
owns 10 to 96 per cent of
shares. These include Reckitt

and Colman BD Ltd, National
Tubes Ltd, Usmania Glass Sheet

EuPnge_ 12 Col 8
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Proposal to
enhance
salaries

of judges

By Mizan Ali

The Law Ministry has pro-
posed an increase in the
salaries of the judges of the
High Court Division and the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court, according to of-
ficial sources.

A proposal prepared by the
law ministry was sent to the fi-
nance ministry last week, the
sources said.

The salary of the Chief Jus-
tice has been proposed at Tk
22,000 per month as against the
m_srt}ing’l"li 14,300.

1€ salary of the Appellate
Division judges has bf:ggesug-
gested at Tk 21,000 instead of
the present Tk 13,650 per
manth.
_ The salary of High Court
Judges has been proposed at Tk
20,000 instead utp the current Tk
12,650 per month.

There are 35 judges in the
High Court Division and five
judges in the Appellate Division
of the Supreme Court.

The pay scale was revised for
the government employees re-
cently with effect from July 1
last year in which the salary of
secretaries was raised to Tk
15,000 from Tk 11,000.

Setting up of

Metropolitan

sessions court
may be delayed

By Staff Correspondent

Establishment of a Metro-
politan Court of Sessions in the
city may be delayed by two to
three months, according to
sources in the law ministry.

Onice the MCS is set up, all
the sessions cases in the Dhaka
metropolitan area, now being
tried in the Court of District
and Sessions Judge, Dhaka,
will be required to be trans-
ferred to the new court, the
sources said.

When the Metropolitan Ses-
sions Judge will be posted, the
District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka, will cease to exercise
jurisdiction over the sessions
cases in the Dhaka metropoli-
tan area.

- Hb presegt. the District ‘and
Sessions Judge, Dhaka is trying
the Bangabandhu murder case.
The trial is expected to be con-

See Page 12 Col 1

S killed in Sylhet
bus plunge

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 10: At least five
persons were killed and 30 oth-
ers injured in a road accident at
Kachari in Madhabpur thana
on Dhaka-Sylhet highway this
morning.

Of the injured 15 were admit-
ted to Brahmanbaria sadar
hospital and Madhabpur thana
Health Complex, while the oth-
ers released after first aid, offi-
cial sources in Habiganj said.

The accident occurred when
a Madhabpur bound bus from
Habiganj overturned and fell
into a roadside ditch at about
11:30 am.

The dead were identified as
Abdur Rouf, 30, Kazi Moham-
mad Mohsin, 28, Abdul Jalil,
55, Dulal, 5 and Bilash, 5.

Meeting on rice,
wheat consortium
begins in
India today

The governing board meet-
ing of the International Crops
Research Institute for the Semi-
Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and
steering comimittee meeting on

Rice and Wheat consortium
will be held in Hyderabad in
India on Febru 11-15, re-
ports UNB.

Dr Zahurul Karim, Executive
Chairman of BARC left Dhaka
yesterday to attend the meeting.

Bangladesh has been elected
as the chairman of the consor-
tium for the year 1997-98.

Dr Karim will chair the cur-
rent steering committee meet-
ing of the consortium there.

- ASEAN, India
to strengthen
defence ties

NEW DELHI, Feb 10: India
and the nine-member Associa-
tion of South East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN] today agreed to
further strengthen defence co-
operation and intensify dia-
logue on regional security for
peace and stability in the region
and to establish a pluralistic
security order, reports PTI.

The decision was taken at
the first ASEAN-India senior
officials’ meeting (SOM) here
which reviewed the ASEAN-In-
dia relations in political,
strategic, economic, cultural,
and other functional areas of
cooperation.

‘Fﬁe two sides also reviewed .
the rapidly growing economic
and co al ties in the mu-

tually, identified area of coop-
eration like trade, investment,
science and technology,
tourism, infrastructure, human
resource development and peo-
ple-to-people contacts.



