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diplomatic niceties by holding
a press conference without
prior permission of the host
government, or at least inform-
ing them about it as a matter of
courtesy. Many of them inter-
preted the US mission's gesture
of ignoring its diplomatic obli-
gation as the United States’
"usual armgiancﬂ in a unipolar
world," while others observed
that it was the lack of integrit
of the country's major politic
parties that had time and again
created scopes for the forei
missions, especially that of the
US to interfere with our various
internal affairs — political and
economic.

All of them found Holzman's
argument that he could not seek
the permission due to Eid holi-
days to be a lame excuse as the
government offices were open
on the day the report was re-
leased. :

However, the nationalistic
ego of many was satisfied as the
Foreign Ministry showed the
guts to summeon the US Ambas-
sador, John C Holzman, just the
day after, to communicate its
dissatisfaction over the inci-
dent.

But what surprised many
was that the government re-
jected outright the contents of
the human rights report by say-
ing that the "US report contains
inaccuracies, half-truths and
unsubstantiated allegations.”
Terming the report a mere
"compilation of heresays and
misinformation that badly
lacked objectivity,” the Forei
Secretary complained that the
report was "gathered from local
press as if the press reports were
gospel truths.”

What was the content of the
us napnrt on Bangladesh? It
talked about the country's
poverty level, various impedi-

esponse to repo

ments in economic, including
corruption, restrictions on or
denial of many fundamental
rights of the citizens, violence
ainst women, discrimination
:Eainat the disabled and reli-
ious minorities, extra-judicial
illings committed by police,
deaths in police custody under
suspicious circumstances, im-
punity enjoyed by police who
routinely use torture and other
forms of abuse in int l.hﬁ
suspects, indiscriminate use
so-called national security laws
including the notorious ﬁve.nlal
Powers Act against political
opponents and so on.

Now, can an any sensible
person deny the fact that the
people of Bangladesh have been
exposed to the said human
rights violations since lon%Iand
the phenomena would continue
even years after a political
party, ideally committed to the
people, takes over?

. But our Foreign Secretary
can. He has even gone to the ex-
tent of politically defending the
overnment of Sheikh Hasina
y claiming that she had never
made any commitment to abol-
ish the SPA. Had he scanned the
local newspapers which he vis-
ibly loves to undermine, the
Foreign Secretary could see that
Sheikh Hasina had several
times criticised the government
of Khaleda Zia for its failure to
repeal of the SPA. Scanning of
the local newspapers would
have also helped the Foreign
Secretary to know that a top-
ranking Awami League leader
had moved a resolution in the
Fifth Parliament seeking re-
al of the SPA and the pa.lritz
egislators headed by Shei
Hasina voted for the resolution.
The resolution was not passed
as the then ruling BNP voted
nst. It is a common knowl-
ge that the front ranking AL
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leaders had in the past repeat-
edly demanded, in and outside
;1‘::: parliament, abolition of the

t.

The State Minister for For-
eign Affairs came up with the
most disappointing statement
on the much talked about issue
of deaths in police custody. In
an interview with the B en
February 5 last, the state minis-
ter not only refused to accept
that the government has to

take, ‘at least partially,' the re-
sponsibility deathnrln police

taken many back to the recent
past when the same man had
rightly criticised both the gov-
ernment of Khaleda Zia and the
police for the death of Yasmin
in police custody.

eanwhile, the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) has de-
fended the US report by
that it reflected only part of the
human ts abuses. While de-
fending the US report, R'Ert}"
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan in a statement
said that the report only re-
flected a portion of human

ts abuses in the country. He

so termed, perhaps rightly,

the Foreign Secretary's bid to
compare OJ Sympson's case
with that of Seema Chowdhury
to be funny.

But the 'mationalist’ party
failed to a%pm::iatc the gov-
ernment's bid to assert the
country’s authority against the
US mission's failure to seek
permission ahead of holding
the press conference. Many
people considered this act,
rather the inaction, to be a typi-
cal limitation of the political
parties of the country to appre-
ciate political opponents even
for a good job. :

JICD
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livities."

The JCD activists wore black
badges and carried black flags
during the demonstration that
began from in front of the Mod-
hus canteen at about 11 am.

Police intercepted the pro-
cessionist at the gate in front of
Rokeya Hall after the JCD ac-
tivists broke the gate. They
staged a rally there-

At around 1 1:30am, JCD ac-
tivists tried to move towards
the TSC area and at one s
they hurled brick bats at police.
Police chased the activists and
charged baton to dis them.
Vice-president of JCD central
committee Sahabuddin Laltu
sustained minor injury.

JCD activists gathered
in front of the DUCSU bu
after half an hour and held a
rally there.

Meanwhile, at least seven
gunshots were heard at around
2 pm from behind the Interna-
tional Hostel of the university,
located near Jasimuddin Hall

On "the other hand,
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student of
Awami League, brought out a
procession at about 11 am wel-
coming the Prime Minister on
the campus.

Indonesia
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omy,"” he told newsmen on his
arrival at ZIA International
Airport at noon.

Ali Alatas said his visit to
Dhaka is basically a goodwill
visit after Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina visited Indone-
sia last September.

In reply to a question regard-
ing trade gap between Dhaka
and Jakarta, he said Indonesia
is interested in buying new
items from Bangladesh to re-
duce the trade imbalance.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad who received him
at the airport said, "We will
hold bilateral discussion to
find means to further develop
our relations."

Dhaka and Jakarta are ex-
pected to sign an agreement on

rotection and promotion of
nvestment during his stay in

| Bangladesh. -
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Observ?ﬁartal

in Ctg Div
Feb 10: BNP

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
called upon the people to ob-
serve dawn-to-dusk hartal in
Chittagong division and stage
demonstration in the rest of the
country on Febru 10 for can-
cellation of the CHT accord, re-
ports UNB.

In a statement, Bhuiyan
warned that the government's

att:m‘ﬁt to implement the ac-
cord nrﬁga:dﬁ'xg public opin-
ion would lead to d erous

consequences. The people have
rejected this 'black agreement,’
he added.

He said BNP is always sin-
cere to establish in the
CHT within the framework of
the Constitution and safeguard-
ing equal rights of both tribals
and non-tribals living in that
region.

.Bhuiyan alleged that the
government had blocked the es-
tablishment of peace in the hill

tracts by signing the agreement.
Book Fair opens
From 1

Bangla' imbued with the spirit
of the Ekushey, she added.

But a vested quarter always
had tried to destroy the spirit
and values of the language
movement. The most heinous
strike was made by them on Au-

ust 15, 1975, when Banga-
andhu was assassinated, she
said.

They had tried to destroy the
spirit of the language move-
ment, but could not succeeded
for the resistance from the con-
scious section of the society, lit-
terateurs, intellectuals and
cultural activists, the Prime
Minister added.

Conscious people were al-
ways active in all the progres-
sive movement of the country,
she said. calling upon them to
remain aleit and build up
strong resisiance against the
reactionary Jroups.

The Prime Minister, who
also laid the foundation of the
multi-storied Ekushey Bhaban
on the Bangla Academ
premises, hoped that this b -
ing will be nerve centre for the
activities of Bangalee culture.

This building will be used as
A research centre of Bangalee

culture for its proper
and ﬂnurishinﬁ. she said. S
Stressing the need for using

Bangla language in every sphere
of life. t?l‘ganmt Muugcrpsug-
ﬁrstcﬂ publishing of the aca-
emic books in Bangla.

Presided over by Chairman
of Academy poet Sham-
sur man, the function was
ailso addressed by educationist
Dr Nileema [brahim, State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Obajdul Quader, Bangla Aca-
demy Director General Prof
Sy Anwar Hossain, Book
Publisher and Sellers’ Associa-
tion president Syed Fazlul Huq
and Mela committee member
secretary Habibul Alam.

Later, the Prime Minister
formally opened the three-
week-long book fair. She also
visited different stalls of the
book fair.

Some 185 book stalls have
been set up this year.

Pak FM
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tri te meeting held recently
in Dhaka between the leaders of
Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh, Indian officials
were reluctant even to amend
the original draft declaration
although the three leaders had
on certain ch A

"An officer refu even to
add the words 'peace and securi-
ty' into the draft which was
agreed upon by the three prime
ministers.” he claimed.

"Leaders of Pakistan and
Bangladesh had to intervene
and urge Guijral to nally
give instructions to the official
to incorporate the agreed
words," he added. Admitting
that the Gujral doctrine is a
unique policy concept which
could ensure good neighbourly

relations, Khan said, "Gujral is
like the person who promised a
son to everybody. It is not real-

istic."”

Although Khan made the
maximum use of his Colombo
visit to woo colleagues from 15
countries, including SAARC
foreign ministers, he did not get

much support for his scathin
attacks on India, mainly on hlE

country's long-stan
with lndlaﬁr Ka!:‘h“rﬁrfuapum

I&f:lnatmn
F 1.
kept inflation ﬁg: lofty
Since food accounts for over 50
per cent of the ncwler introduced
inflation basket, the experts
said that unless the government
could effectively control the
spiralling trend of rice prices,
inflation trend is unlikely

to come down.

The inflation rate in the ur-
er than
the rural areas in the first .
months of the current fiscal
from July to December. For ur-

cent in July, 6.07 cent in
Rﬂ st, E.‘f; perp;:nt in
s . 1.53

.83 per cent in Oc¢- |
.. 5.63 cent in Novem-
and 5.98 per cent in

Int’l confce on
arsenic begins
today

Over 200 scientists, physi-
cilans and social workers are
meeting in an international
conference in the city today to
evolve a simple process so that
the people themselves could
Fiak: drinking water arsenic
ree, reports ;

The five-day conference on
"Arsenic pollution of ground
water in adesh: Causes, ef-
fects and remedies” with
field trip of the participants to
the arsenic-affected Chandipur
vill under r district.

ganised jointly Dhaka
Community Hospital Trust
(DCHT) and School of Envi-
ronmental Studies, Jadavpur
University of Calcutta, the con-
ference will be formally inau
rated on February 9 at the

ED auditorium at :

Former chief advisor of the
caretaker government Justice
Mohammad Habibur Rahman
will o the conference.

dressing a press confer-

ence at the Jatiya Press Club
g:utcrda}r. DCHT Chairman
of Kazi Quamruzzaman said
127 participants from Bang-
ladesh and 108 from abroad
will take part in the conference.

The participating countries
include Australia, Canada,
China, Chile, France, India,
Japan, Sweden, Taiwan, Thai-
land, United Kingdom, Den-
mark, France and the United
States.

Theft of $790
from Farrakhan’s

companion: 1 held

By Staff Correspondent

" "Police yesterday arrested
one son in connection with

the theft of 790 US dollars from

a co inion of Louis Far-
rakh. ler Jumma prayer at |
the B J Mukarram national

mosquc 'in the city Friday al-
ternoon. :

However, Motijheel police
declined to identify the arrested
man who was held as a suspect.
Police produced the person be-
fore the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court yesterday

ing a 5-day remand.

-Unidentified person
legedly picked the money from
the shirt pocket of Abdul All
Muhammad. an associate of
Louis Farrakhan who is on a
two-day visit here.

al-

level. ..
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No progress in

From page |
yet to be published.

Petrobangla, which signed
the Production Sharin on-
tract with the Occidental, how-
ever. Is now planning to claim
compensation from the US
company for destroying the gas
reservoir located in those two
blocks, Petrobangla chairman
told The Daily Star yesterday.

‘Affected persons and organ-
isations have been asked to
contact the Occidental and set-
tle their compensation claims
with the company.,” the chair-
man added.

"Petrobangla will place its
demand for compensation from
the Occidental shortly,” the
chalrman said adding. it was
yet to calculate the lasses suf-
fered due to the blow -aut.

The organisaton is likely to
demand a compensation for at
least 200 billion cubic feet of
gas worth 500 million US dol-
lars, sources said adding that
the figure lﬂﬂﬁ further increase.

The Petrobangla chairman,
however, said that as per the
seismic data collected by the or-
ganisation, “the figure is too
small.”

Il the compensation for the
burnt out gas of the reservoir is
settled in terms of local gas
price rather than the interna-
tional price by the Petrobangla,
then the country will incur huge
losses, experts observed.

Following the blow-out. pro-
duction in 19 tea gardens In the
surrounding area suffered as
the gas supply was disrupted for
quite some time.

A six-member committee of
the Bangladesh Tea Board esti-
mated the losses of the team es-
tates at Tk 45 crore 74 lakh In
terms of loss of production and
other d . Of all, the team
estates, Fulbari Tea Estate
alone suffered a loss of Tk 31
crore 8 lakh, the estimate re-
vealed. Fulbari, where the
original exploration well and
the relief well is located, suf-
fered severe damages as 80 acres
of its land were lost due to the
explosion.

Fulbari prepared the claims
for the damaged 80 acres as per
the formula applied for settling
the compensation for the origi-
nal drilling site and subse-
quently for the relief well,

sources said.

"Now, they are trying to dic-
tate their own terms, paying no
heed to the two agreements

signed and acted upon earlier,”

| said a source. Fulbari now has
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served a legal notice on Occi-
dental for realising its compen-
sation claim,

Initially, the Occidental of-
fered to pay Tk 1.97 crore which
the tea garden owners refused.
The claim settlement issue,
however, remained as
the Occidental assured of
proper measures later.

Plants, trees and soil of the
forest adjacent to the area were
also severely damaged and the
environment was also affected
due to emission of various gases
and smoke,

The Department of Forest
has claimed a compensation Tk
176 crore 17 lakh 48 thousand

and 400, for the huge damaged

Afghanistan
seeks aid from
Bangladesh

Afghanistan has appealed to
Hangﬁidesh to ex"tenj) humani-
tarian assistance in the after-
math of the devastating earth-
quake which rocked the land-
locked country Wednesday
claiming over 4000 lives, re-
ports .

President of the Islamic
state of Afghanistan Prof
Burhanuddin Rabbani made the
aﬂpeal to President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. Afghan
Charge d’'Affaires Ghulam Mo-
hammad Sukhanyar said yes-
terday.

In his me e, Prof Rabbani
requested President Ahmed "to
give instruction to send human-
itarian assistance to earth
quake victims in the Takhar
province at the earliest possible
time”.

Farrakhan
From page 1

He ridiculed the outward
generosity of the US govern-
ment. "It has been constructing
dwelling houses for the Jews in
Israel when a ot of people in
the USA remain destitute and
sleep on the streets,” he said.

e American black Muslim
leader came to Dhaka Friday
during his 53-country tour in a
bid to strike reconciliation of
differences among the Muslim
countries.

A staunch believer of the
resurgence ol Islam, Farrakhan
said, "We have to regain our po-
siton. | belleve the next century
is the century of Islam when
Muslims will emerge as the su-

perpower.”

paymen

caused to the nearby reserve
forest. Occidental is yet to re-

nd to the Forest
t's claims, said
het.

The forest and environment
ministry is, however, main-

close contact with the
energy ministry for realising
the compensation, they added.

Railway communication be-
tween Sylhet and rest of the
coun remained cut off for
about 178 days at a stretch after
the incident.

An extensive s on the
soil condition of the damaged
rail track between Srimangal
and Bhanugach was conducted.
The damaged railtrack is "un-
usable,” the survey said and
suggested laying of a three
kilometre by-pass rail track.

Railway sources said that
the consultant and the officials
of Occidental had given clear-
ance for the by-pass rail track
and to bear the cost. The
BR had also invited tender with
an estimated expenditure of Tk
11 crore for the project. but the
authorities later abando the
plan when the tender was about
to be finalised, the sources al-
leged.
But the BR is now claiming a
compensation of Tk 30 crore
from Occidental for the losses it
had to bear due to fire at
Magurchhara drilling site, said
official sources.

"Of the total amount de-
manded by the Railway, it has
received only Tk 46 so far,” said
%Rl'lighly-placcd source in the

"The railway is demanding
Tk 27 crore on account of rev-
enue losses and Tk 3 crore for
replacement of damaged rail
track. slippers and other in-
frastructure facilities in the
route,” the source added.

A negotiation meeting be-
tween the Railway authorities
and the representatives of Occi-
dental was held recently, but
the laim is yet to he sritled, of-
fictals said.

The explosion also damaged
two kilometres of metalled road
in Srimangal-Bhanugach.

Initially, the Roads and
Highways Department (RHD), in
consultation with the Occiden-
tal. had prepared for construc-
tion of a by-pass road at a cost
of Tk 23 crore. Later, the RHD
claimed Tk three crore from the
company for reconstruction of
the amaﬁemad. but no head-
way has n made regarding
any of these claims.

s in Syl-
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