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BJP demands apology from

Cong for partition of India

NEW DELHI, Feb 7: BJP yes-
terda |:l|:m1 arn;lef;imI an éml:undl-
tion ogy from Congress
for par&ggn of the country and
Congress chief Enm‘imigner
Ghulam Nabi Azad's descrip-
tion of those who came to In
after partition as “foreigners,”
calling it "callous and foolish.”
reports PTI.

Talking to newsmen here,
party general secretary Venka-
iah Naidu said BJP leaders like
L K Advani had to leave their

homes in Sindh due to tion
as they "are Indians, will be In-
dians till the end.”

Naidu and y vice-presi-

dent Sikander Bakht said the
remarks by Ghulam Nabi Azad
only showed his "total igno-
rance of history" and that by
making such remarks he was
m ﬁdlng insult to the injury
ered by those who fled the
area which went to Pakistan af-
ter partition.
Bl the Congress for the
gartltinn. aidu said "All that
ongress was interested in was
power at any cost and Azad's
statement is an insult to those
who came to India immaterial
of their caste or religion.”
Naidu said the Congress

should not forget that unlike
BJP leaders who were born in
India, Congress Party's star
cam er taken Indian
citi only! 14 to 15 years

ago.
BJP expecting 300
seats in Lok Sabha

Meanwhile, BJP prime min-
isterial candidate Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has claimed that BJP
and its allies would win 300
seats in the coming Lok Sabha

- elections and form the new gov-

ernment.

"We are expecting 300 seats
for BJP and its allies,” he said
adding "We will form a govern-
ment on our own." He stated
this on “Janata Ki Adalat” tobe
telecast on Sunday on Star
Plus, according to a release by
the amme coordinator,

ajpayee la at the sug-
Ftstinn that BJP may have to
ook for more allies to form the
government after the elections.

The BJP leader refuted re-
Ports that there were any ideo-
ogical differences between him
and party president L. K Advani.
"It is Advani who proposed my
name as part candidate for
prime ministership without

even consulting me," he said.
Reiterating that Kashi and

‘ Mathura were not on BJP's

agenda, he said if BJP comes to
power "Ayodhya will not be re-
peated,” the release said.

He also denied that BJP
would be run by RSS remote
control. We are an independent
organisation and we take our
own decision.

Another report from Jaipur
says, Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Mulayam Singh Yadav
yesterday accused the BJP for
changing its colour and slogans

now and then.

rlier the BJP attempted to
woo voters on the Mandhir is-
sue, Now it is after providing
able "prime minister, stable
government,” th the party
itself is unstable in state,
he said addressing a public
mnctlngMat Sapotra village in
Sawal Madhopur parliamen-
tary constituency.

Asking voters to support his
Sawai Madhopur candidate
Kailash Meena, who is the party
chief in Rajasthan, Yadav said
it would be again a coalition
central government of United
Front constituent with the SP
as a major partner.
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Britain's Prince Charles greets with chilen u

Friday. The Prince of Wales is on a three-day visit to Nepal.

pon his arrival at Katmandu Airport o
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“ on Iraq, laud US-UK ties

" WASHINGTON, Feb 7: Shar-
ing a radio microphone, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
grcdictr:d Saturday that US-

ritish ties would remain as
unshakable in the next century
as throughout the 20th. They
also repeated a stern warning to
Irag's Saddam Hussein: Grant
full access to UN weapons in-
spectors or face military retal-
lation, reports AP.

'l stand foursquare with you
in our determination to bring
Saddam into line with the
agreement he made at the end of
the Gulf War,” Blair told Clin-
ton. He said the Iraqi leader has
stockpiled enough chemical
and biological weapons "to wipe
out the world's population.”

It was a theme Clinton and
Blair have been sounding
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Authorities immediately

Iranian-backed

Tyre, Lebanon.

condition of anonymity.

Torrential rains tri
Pol

from Sydney.

officials in Tahiti as saying.

China slams US HR report

BEIJING, Feb 7; Intensifying
criticism of a US government
assessment of China's human
rights record, Chinese aca-
demics have labeled the report
inaccurate and poisonous to
relations, state-run media re-
ported Saturday, rts AP,

The attacks on the State De-
partment’'s annual evaluation
appeared orchestrated. They
were made by government-con-
nected academics in a seminar
sgeclﬁca]ly held to comment on
the report.

Tan Songqiu of the China
Society for Human Rights Stud-
les, accused the state Depart-
ment of fabricating and distor-
ting cases to slander China, the
Xinhua News Agency said.

He denied that Catholic
Bishop Fan Zhongliang had
been detained at home in
Sh ai as reported. Instead,
he said the bishop, who spent
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French official killed in Corsica island:
French government official was killed by two gunmen
on the violence-torn island of Corsica
said, AP reports from Ajaccio.
set up a cordon sealing off the
neighbourhood in the coastal city
Erignac. regional prefect of Co
classical music concert, police

Israeh soldier killed in S Lebanon:

guerillas attacked an
southern Lebanon Saturday, killing one soldier and wounding
three others, Lebanese security officials said, AP reports from

throughout the prime minis-
ter's visit. Clinton invited Blair
to share his weekly radio ad-
dress. The message was taped
Friday evening before the lead-
ers and their wives flew by heli-
copter to Camp David, the pres-
idential retreat in the Catoctin
Mountains of Maryland.

Clinton, speaking first, said
the United States and Britain
both had a responsibility at
home to "prepare all our citi-
zens lo succeed in the informa-
tion age.”

"And abroad, we must not
only take advantage of real new
possibilities, but combat a new
nexus of threats — none more
dangerous than chemical and
biological weapons and the ter-
rorists, criminals and outlaw
states that seek to acquire
them."

Friday evening, police

of Ajaccio where Claude

rsica, was shot on his way to a
sald,

Israelli position in

Guerillas fired about 50 mortar shells at the Israeli outpost
near the village of Yater, 3 kilometres (1.8 miles) from the
Lebanese-Israeli border, the officials said, speaking on

Landslide claims 10 in France:

ered a landslide on a small French
esian island that killed 10 people, including three
children, Radio Australia reported said Saturday, AP reports

The wall of mud buried the 10 alive in three houses early
Friday morning on the island of Tahaa, the radio quoted

more than 20 years prison.
was never arrested and is livi
with his niece. Fides, the news
agency of the Vatican's mis-
sionary arm, said Fricla?r Fan
was "under strict control.”
Although the State Depart-
ment's January 30 evaluation
was more positive than in re-
cent years and noted China's
reater tolerance for dissent,
hina has reacted angrily. For-
eign Ministry
called the report a pre-
text to interfere in China's do-
mestic affairs.

China has continued to de-

n and harass domestic crit-
cs it sees as challen Com-
munist Party rule. In the past
three , the ment has
I:uncl‘::nd relentless campaigns
to close down underground

churches and destroy separatist I

movements ’

Blair then said "no issue has
been more pressing” in their
meetings than the Iraqgl crisis.

Iraq has resisted UN resolu-
tions requiring it to open all po-
tenitial sites to weapons inspec-
tors. In recent weeks, the Unijed
States and Britain have been
pouring new military hardware
and personnel into the GulfL

"We are pursuing all the
diplomatic avenues open to us.
But if they fail. and force Is the
only way to get him [Saddam)
into line, then force must be
used.” Blair said.

"If that happens, Britain will
be there, as we have been in the
past,” he added,

Clinton, wrapping up the
broadcast, sald, "On Iraq, as on
s0 many issues, the United
States and Britain speak with
one voice.”

Sonia criticises
India’s coalition

governments

NORTH LAKHIMPUR, Feb 7:
Congress star campaigner So-
nia Gandhi Friday criticised
coalition governments which
could never last a full term and
unleashed a blistering attack
on communal and divisive
forces, reports PTI.

Addressing mammoth elec-
tion rallies in the northeast
states of Assam and Meghalaya,
she accused the United Front
government for the prevailing
terrorism and chaos in the
country and claimed the
Congress alone could provide
peace, unity, development and a
strong government.

US jets collide

over Gulf, one
pilot killed

WASHINGTON, Feb 7: Two
US Marine Corps fighter jets
collided over the Gulf Friday.
Officials said both pilots were
recovered from the water, but
one died, reports AP,

The jets were headed toward
Iraq on a routine patrol of the
zone over southern Iraq in
which no Iraqi aircraft are
permitted to fly, defence offi-
cials said.

The names of the pilots of
the single-seat F-A-18 fighter
jets were being withheld until
their relatives were notified of
the accident.

Suicide bomber
kills O in
Colombo

COLOMBO, Feb 7: A suicide
bomber killed eight other peo-
ple and wounded five more in
downtown Colombo hours after
Britain's Prince Charles left the
Indian Ocean island nation, re-
ports AP.

There was no indication that
the attack was aimed at Prince
Charles, who had condemned
an earlier bombing blamed on
rebels of the Tu.nil minority,

The nineé dead included the
suicide bomber and her three
companions, two soldiers and
three airmen.

A police official said Sri
Lanka's air chief, Air Marshal
Oliver Ranasinghe, passed
through the area moments be-
fore the blast, but it was also
unclear whether he was target-

William, Harry
will finally
leave Di's

London home

LONDON, Feb 7. Prince
William and Prince Harry will
finally leave their mother Di-
ana's London home this week-
end and move across town to
their father Charles, it was re-
ported Saturday. says AFP.

The Daily Mail said a suite
had been designed for the two
brothers at Saint James' Palace
near Buckingham Palace.

Balloonists smash
2nd world record

GENEVA. Feb 7: It wasn't ex-
actly the prize they had aimed
for, but the team of Europeans
who unsuccessfully tried to or-
bit the globe in a balloon have
notched up a second world
record, reports AP.

The crew of the Breitling Or-
biter 2 achieved the longest-
ever non-stop unrefuelled flight
Friday as their balloon floated
towards Myanmar on the final
leg of its journey from the Swiss
Alps.

'US can’t exclude any option;
to resolve crisis in Iraq’

TOKYO. Feb 7: US President
Bill Clinton sent a lelter to
Japanese Prime Minister Ryu-
taro Hashimoto, saying he
could not exclude any options to
resolve the crisis in Iraq, a For-
eign Ministry offictal said to-
day, reports AFP,

Clinton expressed under-
standing for Tokyo's "diplo-
matic eflort” to prompt Iraq to
fully abide by tEe United Na-
tions’' call for weapons facility
inspections, but sald the United
States "cannot exclude any op-
tions.” the official said.

Clinton’s letter arrived here
Wednesday via the US Embassy
in Tokyo, the official said.

Hashimoto sent his letter to
Clinton In response, but the
contents were not known, he
said.

The official said Japanese
Furci%ln Minister Keizo Obuchi
and his French counterpart,
Hubert Vedrine, agreed in a
telephone conversation on late

Friday to seek a diplomatic so-
lution to the Irag problem.

In a 15-minute conversa-
tion, Obuchi and Vedrine
"agreed on the importance of
working together towards a
diplomatic solution to this
problem.” the official said.

Opinion among Gulf
states hardening
against Saddam

Meanwhile, opinion among

Gulf states is hardening st
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein’'s refusal to allow unfet-
tered UN weapons inspections,
British Fnre:fn Secretary
Robin Cook said on Friday.

Cook, who visited Saudi

Arabia and Kuwait on Thursday
in an attempt to rally support
for a possible US and British
military strike against Ira
should diplomacy fail, sai

London and Washington were
no longer isolated.

spokesman Zhu

“anything but fell

Clinton denies trying to
influence secy's testimony

WASHINGTON, Feb 7: Presi-
dent Bill Clinton rejected on
Friday any notion he tried to
influence his secretarys testi-
mony in the Monica Lewinsky
investigation, reports AP.

Clinton complained about
reports "leaking unlawfully”
from the investigation of alle-
gations that he had an affair
with Lewinsky. a former White
House intern. The presidents at-
torney threatened to take the
prosecutors to court, accusin
them of leaking secret gran
jury information.

to do
he truth,"
Clinton said as he was peppered
with questions about ?ﬁc Lew-
insky matter during a formal

"l never asked an

news conference with British
Prime Minister Tony Blair.
"The leaking from your of-
fice has reached an intolerable
int," attorn
sald in a letter to Independent
Counsel Kenneth Starr.

Kendall's stinging letter ac-
cused Starr's office of "selec-
tively releasing both informa-

tion and falsehoods in an at- -
tempt to pressure, manipulate

and intimidate witnesses and
possible witnesses."

A behind-the-scenes effort to
broker a deal under which
Lewinsky
the story in exchange for im-
munit
evol

tarr.

would tell her side of

David Kendall -

|
|

from prosecution
into a very public dis-
‘pute between her lawyers and '|

Standard & Chartered

YOUR NEWEST NEIGHBOUR
at House # 37. Boad # 2

0 P e

L e e Bt . T R e e T g, s g

[T P

T, bl vl

Standard & Chartered FHIG FEY dnees

e I Rl
R e i 0o g e 1 e i

The Daily Sar 5)

] e

-+
......
]

R

T { .,ﬁ_;i .
T AT o e e T A BN

e A isi's imoression of Dhanmonadr Branch

offering
24-Ho

Service Convenience
to all its clients

B 24-hour Moneylink ATM access
B Phonelink Banking Services
B Ample parking space

Our unique services also include:
Extra Value Savings Account
Moneybuilder Savings Plan
Double-digit Fixed Deposit rates
Instant Funds Transfer
Cashline Overdraft

Standard & Chartered
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Moneylink discounts at shops, restaurants and boutiques

For more information, call us at: Dhanmondi: 9669096, 9669097, Motijheel: 9561465, Banani: 881718-9, Phonelink Centre : 9569011




