Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

Dhaka Saturday, February 7, 1998

L e
Shrimp’s Second Life

Our frozen shrimps that at one point seemed
ominously destined to rot and reek in our own yard
at the cost of our economic health have again won
back the permission to travel across the water.
Thanks to European Union for withdrawing the
suspension to import it had earlier slapped on our
fish products due to poor preservation and process-
ing standard. :

While the government owes EU thanks for re-
lenting its hard-line on the export of Bangladeshi
food products, we take this occasion to laud the
ministerial activism that was responsible for
turning the course of events on its head. There is no
denying that the local authorities have really done
a good job particularly in view of the alarming
spread of the ‘rejection virus'.

Although the crisis has been managed there is
hardly any room for complacence. In fact, we are
left with a pretty longish spell for vigilance over
repair work. We have failed to standardise the in-
dustry in the EU stipulated time of three months.
Only six out of forty farms have reportedly met the
EU requirement . So the people concerned would do
themselves a favour by remembering that it is
more of grace than qualification that has stopped
our cake from being dough this time.

Keeping in mind the time it takes to regain trust
in international business and the dunking our
image takes as a nation in every situation like
this, we suggest the government seek some long
term measures regarding the export industry. Let's
face it. Somewhere in our business psyche there is
this dangerous, myopic and suicidal tendency to
hoodwink the partner. It is there. In order to nip
this temptation in the bud, the government has to
evolve a mechanism, a mechanism that will play
the role of a watchdog over export quality round
the year. This will save lot of this eleventh hour
salvation cost and most importdntly national im-
age. Meanwhile the upgrading job must go on re-
lentlessly, We call the relevant department of the
government to liaise with the frozen food exporters
more professionally so that this standardisation
task gets completed in the shortest possible time.
aAnd 1or the future it shouid start uunking imme-
diately to have a mechanism in place that would
control the quality round the year.

Why Substitute Education?

The subject of a BUP round-table held on
Wednesday and participated by education luminar-
ies was 'National Education Policy: Technical and
Higher Education’. But many were the participants
who thought it more urgent to tack on madrasah
education and draw the attention of the nation to
the nature and relevance of such a system of educa-
tion.

The society- has undoubtedly ‘a need for spe-
cjalised institutions off courses i

Ilagiuus, philnédp]ﬁca]-&?uﬁtmgf:ﬂien ogical and
expert skKill and knowledge of practice and preach-
ing. But this cannot be allowed to develop paral-
lelly to general education. It is not expected that
madrasahs will turn out scientists and
economists, weathermen and mathematicians, an-
thropologists and sociologists, historians and ge-
ographers. General education does all this and
more — prepares the pupil with an urge to know
and do and an inspiration to become a fuller man.

But madrasah has its social use so it must be
there but not at the cost of what has come to be
recognised all over the world, specially the ad-
vanced nations, as education. In the schools of
Japan, in the universities of US, in the institutes of
France, it is more or less the same thing they are
offering. Religious education is there too but im-
parted in seminaries and nunneries. Convents run
by missionaries of different churches are not de-
signed exclusively to produce nuns.

Indeed, whence came this bizarre idea of
throwing the education of a new nation into an
either/or choice between education and theological
studies? The process, it not stopped and reversed
right now, alone will be enough to pressuring the
nation to a state of ignorance and incompetence.

To supply religious ministers that we need —
imams and muezzins, quaries and the like —
madrasah education should always be there but
with a very focused curriculum and syllabus. Those
interested in studying Arabic language and litera-
ture or the Islamic arts and architecture or the his-
tory of Islam (currently available as standard in
most colleges and universities — and not in
madrasahs), must go to the general institutions.

Spotlight on ADP

The National Economic Council (NEC) meeting,
presided over by the Prime Minister on Wednesday,
sounded upbeat on ADP implementation. Project
approval rate has also improved over that of the
corresponding period in the last fiscal year. The
implication is that ADP implementation for the
next five months has got a head-start by virtue of
the speeded-up approval mechanism. Last year the
development project complication picture was far
from satisfactory and, during the first quarter of
the current fiscal year the score-card equally re-
mained lack lustre. Relative to all that, the per-
formance has improved during the last three
months presumably because of the constant ham-
‘mering of the Prime Minister at the missing coor-
dination between ministries.

The way in which revenue collection is laggin
behind the target, the ADP is destined to be prune
for dearth of counterpart financing of aided pro-
{)ects. Under the circumstances, our strategy should

€ to concentrate on a shortened, compact list of
projects and deliver on them flawlessly and con-
clusively. In the present aid climate, carry-over
projects mean risking long-term deadlock, “if not
outright cancellation. This is because of the grow-
ing stringency about escalated costs applied by the
donor community and multilateral ﬂnanclal in-
stitutions.

In ensuring that all goes well, the prime minis-
ter's directive to the officials that they simplify the
processes of land requisition, procurement, ap-
pointment of contractors

tem must be heeded

b’ them.
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HE latest devaluation of
TTaka sparked off sharp

reactions from both sides
of the aisle. As we all know,
lowering the value of local
currency [i.e. increase in the
value of foreign currency or a
rise in the exchange rate) is
neither a new nor a novice de-
vice to jack up exports and
trickle imports. The net out-
come would hinge on respective
elasticities of demand and sup-
ply. Since independence, suc-
cessive regimes in Banglade<h
résorted to this !mportant pol-
icy instrument, with varying
degrees and frequencies, ‘o ease
the pressure on the foreir— ex-
cha market. Since the tiiue
B adeskh. ~pted for a managed
float system, deva'uation tends
to visit us albeit frequently. The
number of times our currenc
was devalued during BNP an
Awami League regimes would
drive home its indispensability
as a tool to put fumlﬁxeexcmnfe
market on an even 1. Why to
then horridness being
unearthed by certain quarters
in the event of the latest
devaluation? Why is then this
hue and cry? -

Newspaper reports and re-
marks from concerned circles
seem to be taken aback by the
"sudden” and "sizable” dose of
devaluation. Suddenness is the
most important attribute of a
devaluation scheme to work
worthily. Devaluation marks
its presence — anywhere in the
world — without earlier notice
to avert any crisis that could
spring from speculative be-
haviour. For example, a de-
clared devaluation could cause

HERE ought to be a law
against it.
The thought occurs to

“ me, albeit fleetingly, when this

wonderful woman with warm,
full lips and wide, clear eyes,
tells me to shut up or leave. It is
a wild idea, but for the first few
moments it makes sense. Peo-
[JI: like myself should not be al-
owed to speak. :

Imagine the scenario, if you
will:

[ am a typical example of the
returning immigrant, a person
who left this country, while
most people stayed behind. But
that is not the point. The point
is, that I went off in search of

reener pastures and, happily
or me 1 left behind, greener
astures | have managed to
nd. By which I mean that by
the Grace of the Almighty, I
have not done badly.

Okay, so the husband’s gone,
the wrinkles have surfaced and

the fat cells have multiplied (in

the wrong places, sigh). But
while my compatriots have ap-
peared to-have dene e, and —
if you'll - excuse - e imided !
metaphor — have been forced

I have appeared to be hitting
sixes and boundaries all over
the place.' Consequently, now
that [ am hat:k.ci have what
seems to be boundless energy,
moderately commendable
skills, and an air of self-confi-
dence. Some might even say,
over-confidence...?

That's the culprit, you see.
Confidence. It comes, 1 must
confess, from age and after hav-
ing faced a multitude of chal-
lenges, but in circumstances
like mine it is construed as
sheer cheekiness. Yes, what un-
doubtedly irks the wonderful
woman and makes her purse

e it g o g

A,
seers, to survive the slog overs, !

Delving into Recent Devaluation

The ultimate answer to our economic malaise lies elsewhere. The

fragile financial sector with huge loan

defaults, the most inefficient public sector units, irrational labour movements, socio-political
environment inimical to investment — all tend to induce our growth and development.

massive capital flight or create
a panic in the market to hoard
fore currencies. So, an act
that invariably has to be sud-
den, when occurs, should not
sadden us, Was the gecent de-
valunﬂgnﬁé;l:e:ﬁllc" ur:' ::L] big
margin rtedly, the value
of Taka nst the dollar has
been slashed by 85 paisa or by
1.9 per cent. ﬂil;:n that our
competitor neighbouring coun-
tries (e.g. India, Fﬂiﬂ!g‘iﬂ have
already devalued their respec-
tive currencies by even a
margin, a mere two per cent de-
valuation should not sound
high enough.
— a competitor
RMG exports — has wit-
nessed an almost 50 per cent
devaluation to knock out its ri-
vals in the international mar-
ket. The question is not or
low dose but the appropriate
dose of devaluation to the
misaligncd currency aligned to
uphold the competitive edge in
the international market.

The number of time devalu-
ation has been resorted to dur-
1nr% any particular regime (be it
BNP's or Awami ague's)
should not be cited as instance
of economic mismanagement
and hence of major concern.
This is, to us, utterly a useless
exercise and a naive notion.
Unfort':..ately, an ex-finance
Finance Minister of

adesh, under whose stew-
ardship the country faced a

in

n, Indonesia

number of devaluations, ex-

doses of devaluation.

ressed his indignation over.
. denhutl%lnntnmnuld'
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raised by the critics of the re-
€ent devaluation is whether

.Bu.nﬂuduh would reap sub-
stantial s (or g.nln at all)
from "sud "size-

den" and

able” devaluation — on the plea
that (a) there is little or no ex-
ortable surplus that
esh co ur in the

international market to fetch

‘substantial foreign exchanges

and (b) devaluation would cause

prices of imported commeodi-
ties, especially of industrial in-

system, we could probably have
to swallow 365 dwaluaulgnu in
365 days of the year! The ex-
change rate is related to the in-
flationary pressures built in at
home and abroad. Since infla-
tion appears to change most
frequently, the resultant varia-
tion in the real exchange rate
calls for continuous adjust-
ment, i{pso facto. Therefore, the
d of devaluation stands as
a function of the inflatibnary
situation in our country vis a
vis our trading partner coun-
tries.
Another

moot concern

uts, to rise to add to inflation.
to the first concern, we
would like to present an old
Bengalee saying : Hati ghora
alo tal bhera bole koto: joll
where elephants and horses
drown, the lamb measures the
depth of water!). While the
whole world — especially the
east and southeast Asian coun-
tries firld their boats rockin
with the financial turmol
gripping these economies, when
even developed countries are
scared over the global financial
hazards, a country like
Bangladesh can hardly relish to

reap home substantial benefits

from the international market.

imports would determine the
fate. Nor can we t an im-

act of devaluation within 24

rs or few weeks. The famous
"J" wave tends to operate in the
case of devaluation where the
current account balance might
deteriorate (instead of improv-

Our present should be to improve at a later stage
defensive in and in ac- ﬂaaﬂummm
tion. We our seat economic agents will have suc-
belts so that lan and take cessfully responded to the call
off In international financial of the devaluation. In the mean-

arena do not jerk us adw:rm%.
Our major mflcem should be

::mput_mﬂticnc: :-:lth which
o manage the exc rate
without major crisis. In_ that

sense, the exchange rate policy

so far espoused and orches-
trated seem to have been suc-

cessful as no major crisis SO

FAR could hit our economy de-
spite the whirlwind of erotic
behaviour in the international
financial market. As to argu-

ment (b) one cannot but be in

ent that there could be
certain inflating effects in the
economy. If devaluation tends
to help us in terms of
earnings and remittances, the
costs of the increased pains
from additional inflation
should be insignificant. (And,
after all, we need to incur some
costs of inflation to enjoy some
benefits through spurring
growth of the economy).
While all said and done, we
tend to share the view that ex-
change rate adjustment is not

THE PENACEA for augmen
exports and downsizing im-
ports. It is a short term inter-

vention. As told earlier, the
sum of the elasticities of de-

mand for exports and that of

‘The Other Echoes in the Garden...

H’hatmaﬁauinmnim:hthntmryminamhih,fmmncmpeopkw);mﬂe-memmwmm
of facing reality, even as I also come across people who are open-minded, and secure and self-confident. Like
this wonderful woman with shining eyes, who laughs with me, who laughs at me. At her own foibles, at mine,

_atthe:iorfdarwindu; Tnﬂhi:talewn,!g_:_eu She is serious as she tells me that I, too, must learn.

her otherwise warm, full lips
ughtjl}' together, is the assump-
ton | make that I am like any
other settled individual in this
land. That [ can pursue my own
profess... 'writer, not a good
one, but a writer all the samel)
and expect fairness of spirit, if
not also of action.

“You're an outsider. Don't
you get it?" a concerned citizen
explains. "Doesn’'t matter what
you say: it's who you are that
matters!”

It's one thing to have self-
confidence, she explains, but
when you assume that you can
waltz back into Bangladesh and
start expressing your views,
start commenting on various
aspects of everyday life, in
short start behaving as though
you, too. belong - well, surprise,
surprise. It isn't that simple.
Don't get ideas above vour sta-

Hion: remember who you are. i -

you have been out of this coun-.
try for several years, you are
not only different - you are
stereotyped as being different.
You're an outsider.

“Reckless. | think you're be-
ing quite reckless, writing all
that stuffl’ says another con-
cerned citizen to me. Others add
to it, suggesting in subtle and
not-so-subtle terms where my
allegiances ought to lie (to my
own socio-economic class, for a
start), and how I ought to (not)
express myself. Or leave.

That's when it comes to me,
this sommewhat wild idea
there ought to be a law against

people like me. And for a few
moments, | imagine what it
would be ke ' f we did
pass a new law, enforcing con-
trols on people who have not
lived in Bangladesh for several
rem'u. and who not only come
ack looking as though the
have done all right, but actually
have the gumption to criticise
our ways. These smart types.
these Miss-Know-It-Alls, we'll
show them what coming home

predict. it would all

on
who committed the mdhc-
cause that after all would be the

purpose of the Act — to penalise
a certain stereotypical Pcrlon.
or an “outsider” lF'plhq ared to
step out of line.

An important detail which
we would have to deal with,

would be punishment. If some-

one were found guilty under this
Act, what on earth would we do

with them. The sensible thing

CHEEGEEEuE] gy
Coming Home . . .| ¥#¢
R Almas Zakiuddin |-

is all abuul.ﬂ:st wait and see.
It could be done. you know.,
Wed have to give the new law a

-name and. though lots of .op-

tions come to mind, the one |
like best is the Don't Joke
About Us, We're Fragile People
Act of 1998. That name is com-

prehensive, yet simple and di-
rect. It just about sums it all up,
| think.

Naturally, once we had the
name under our belt, we would
have to define the crime itself
What exactly would constitute a
crime under the Don't Joke
About Us, We're Fragile People
Act of 19987 Lots of acts, words
and even inferences could get
swept irndo the net, as it were, so
we would have to be selective.

__And eventually, as far as I can

' tations) would be to try and
derstand the root problem: pre- -

to dg. rhaps. (if the Act it
mignt have any “n’*ﬂlF m;’

vention being the better part of
the cure. Which means, if people
did fall into this category, it
would be prudent to engage in a
dialogue with them.

But experience tells me this
would not be an option. The
kind of thin which suggests
that there ought to be a law
against people like me, also
suggests there ought to be one
way to solve it. Shut ‘em up; or
send them out. Tell them to
leave. So we don't hear about
them. We don't know about
them- End of story. End of prob-
em.

That last option, needless to cultural

i

say, appears to be the most ex-
treme of measures — and also

the. inenlgrads ue oh. §

come, ugego.’ Secondary
Efﬂuﬂll. “ [ ] lﬂ'
counts for more half of the

world's migrant population,
Which means that once you
start moving, you keep moving.
Back and forth, or round and
round, thsically or mentally
or intellectually — it doesn't
matter.

What matters in my view is
that once in a while, 1]
come across people who strike
me as somewhat unsure of
themselves, even as | also come
across people who are open-
minded, and secure and self-
confident. Like this wonderful
woman with shining eyes, who
laughs with me, who laughs at
me. At her own foiblgs, a :
at the world around us.To' lau
is to-learn, 1
ous as she tells me that [, too,
must learm.

Which is why, eventually, I
abandon my wild idea. I don't
think there ought to be a law
against it. I don't think the
Don't Joke About Us, We're
Fﬁ.le People Act of 1998, is a

idea. It is a desperate idea.
t fails to r se the human
imagination. It also fails to
r se reality.

Okay, so some people more
obviously appear to be in mo-
tion. eg are immigrants.
They are hybrid, a bit of this
and a bit of that. (As that of
origins, Homi Bhabha

. - ,Yet just as human bei
i "'tht!i e b
ess. She is seri-

time, we should cast our sharp
~_eyes on the movements of the

real effective exchange rate

bauica:a::nﬂm in i

our

and in other mntﬂﬂmﬂh
which we trade are duly taken
into ce. How can you
benefit from a bush fire? Just
maintain that year house is not
affected by the ravage. Main-
tain status quo at the worst.

And lastly, the impacts of;
the imported inflation would
also on supplemen
policy instruments that a
scheme of devaluation gener-

backed

The ultimate answer to our
economic malaise lies else-
where. The fragile financial
sector with huge loan defaults,’
the most inefficient public sec-
tor units, irrational labour
movements, socio-political en-
vironment inimical to invest-
ment — all tend to induce our

and development. So
ong these are not properly ad-
dressed, the chances of having
the boat rocked by interna-
tional impacts of recent origin
loom large. So, internal eco-
nomic management should
constitute the prime concern.

puts it, they dwell in the tiny,
overlapping chinks between

cultun:ﬁ ut aren’t we all in
motion, one way or another..?
Aren’'t we all energetic, creative,
and even hybrid in some sort of
way? Don't we all display some
sort of hybrid counter-energy to
whatever happens around us?
Surely, there is more we have in
common with each other, than
we have not in common with
‘each other... In the end, we have
all i::t to learn from each other.

the other guru of cultural

origins, the remarkable Edward
Said puts it, "No one today is
any one thing. Labels like In-

dian, or woman, or Muslim, or
American are not more than
starting points, which if fol-
lowed into actual ence for
only a moment are quic left
behind. Imperialism consoli-

dated the mixture of cultures
and identities on a global scale.

But its worst and most OX-
ical gift was to allow people to
believe that they were only,

mainly, exclusively, White, or
Black, or Western, or Oriental.
s make

“owrnr history, they also

make their cultures and éthnic
identities.”

Simple, solid stuff. That's
why I like it. In other words,
human history is about the
connection between things, not
about the things which separate
us.

In the end. immigrant or
outsider, long-time resident or
newcomer, Eliot’'s advice can
work for all of us. He says we
have all simply got to listen.
Reality consists of the “other
echoes (that) inhabit the gar-
den”. In my case — and yours
too — our particular garden

mns to be Bangladesh. I'm
ening. Are you.
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Letters for publication in ' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.
JS boycott

Sir, BNP the largest oppo
tion party in Bangladesh, has
been boycolting the JS sessions
since 30 August last year on is-
sues like not allowing them
sufficient time to speak in the
House, 'partisan attitude' of the
speaker, belittling them in pub-
lic mind through the electronic
media etc. whether their
grievances are justified or not,
continued boycott of the ses-
sions is definitely not su
by majority of the people, just
as the case was when AL did the

si-

same while in sition.
But why is Sheikh Hasina
now occasional appeals

to the opposition to come to
Sangsad and discuss 'all issues’
when she did not pay heeds to
similar appeals while in oppo-
sition? | am amused to read
newspaper reports that Sheikh
Hasina 'feels surprised' that the
opposition is boycotting JS ses-
sions 'without any issue', Is it
really so? However my question

-is: how long will this continue,

or how to bring to an end this
'tit for tat' concept?

Prof K A La
Dhaka. L

"Cement"

Sir, May | respond to the let-
ter with the above hc.adtnig ap-
]l:!carlng on January 25, Bﬂg

he writer's suggestion, if
heeded to will do to our
cement industry. It will also
give permanency to a negative
culture prevai in our indus-
trial sphere. Instead we should
analyse why the cost of prod-
ucts in our manufac units
remain high in comparison
with those elsewhere. We should
remedy the cause not the effects.

There may be many reasons
for the high cost of production,
some beyond the control of the
entrepreneurs. Definitely most

Industries born with.a.
heavy burden of over-invoicing

(artificial prn’jttt cost and high
loan capital), improper plan-
ning, conceived with wishful
presumptions etc., will forever
remain problem (sick?) pro-
Ets. But many industries can

saved by careful and enlight-
ened study by experienced and
educated prolessionals.

The concept of quality con-
trol management as practiced
in industries all over the world

should get a foothold in our
country also. Not nnéy cﬁmltty.
w

cost is also controlle en an
organisation goes through a
exercise. National fiscal policy

also effects the economy of an
industrial unit. Cement is sold
at [Rs 120-150 per bag in India,
if my information is correct. It
may be little higher when pro-
duced in our country with im-
ported clinker, definitely not
double. If high tariff on raw ma-
terial, unreasonable tax struc-
ture etc., are responsible for
such difference those should be
removed.

But the owners should not be
given scope for more profiteer-
ing by eliminating competition.
Rampant practice of toll collec-
tion is also an element for cost
escalation. Should we go for an
easy way out and let the real
ailments kept hidden and grow-

ing? ?

M.A.Haqg
Dhaka 1205

Of colonels and

expensive toys
Sir, Congratulations to Dr
Shahdeen Malik for his well-
researched piece "Can We Peep
into the Shopping Bag?". His
courage in writing this piece is
particularly praiseworthy. Liv-
ing in Dhaka and d to crit-
icise the value of lavish defense
expenditures in a Third World
country, Dr. ‘Malik may soon
receive midnight visits from
the powers that be. Let us hope
that those intimidatory efforts

-

do not blunt the power of his

In his introduction, Dr. Ma-
lik writes of a novel called "No
One Writes to the Colonel...”.
The book in question is actu-
ally a collection of short stories
by Nobel Prize winning novelist
Gabriel Garcia Marquez __ "No
One Writes to the Colonel and
Other Stories” ["El Coronel No
Tiene Quien Le Escriba” in
Spanish] [Harper Collins,
1979]. Coming from a rich tra-
dition of Latin American litera-
ture (3 other such writers have
received the Nobel Prize:
Gabriel Mistral- 1945, Miguel
Angel Asturias- 1967, Pablo
Neruda- 1971), Marquez's
‘magic-realist” fiction has of-
ten focused on dictators and
corruption in the Americas.
His "The Autumn of the Patri-
arch” was a portrait of a Latin
American dictator and his im-
pact on the people he tyran-
nises.

Marquez based his portrait
on a composite of three leaders
known for their cruelty and
corruption: Rafael Trujﬁlu of
the Dominican Republic, Mar-
cos Perez Jimenez of Venezuela
and Anastasio Somoza Garcia
of Nicaragua. Other similar
books by him include the non-
fiction "Clandestine in Chile"—
an account of an exile's return
to the Chile of General
Pinochet. Library Journal once
wrote about his books, "The
characters are all too human,
alternately humorous and
tragic.” Perhaps the last word
best characterises Bangladesh's
present plight with the runaway
military budpgets.

Naeem Mohailemen
New York, USA

"Be Stern"

Sir, I cannot but quote some
two lines from the above-cap-
tioned editorial published in
The Daily Star on 13,1.98 to ex-
press my feelings about the past
political act of previeus opposi-
tion the present government
sabotaging and destroying a
purely democratigally elected
government,

"We must not forget that it

. was her party (PM's party-AL)

that blatantly used the govern-
ment servants for its own polit-
ical goal towards the fag end of

- (ICD)is setup at S

BNP rule. She later rewarded
those who took active part in
that process."

Now, let our present PM re-
alise how fierce the fire is!

Nur Hossain
151, Bangshal Road. Dhaka-
1100.

"EPZ at Sylhet"

Sir, It refers to Mr Saleh
Ahmed Chowdhury's letter ap-
Eearing on January 17, 1998,

eing a newly-created division
in Bangladesh, Sylhet is one of
the most potential distribution
and commercial centre in the
country. A large amount of for-
eign exchange is bctn%l deposited
in the national exchequer by
peo&lc of Sylhet living abroad
in the form of remittance and
other mode of investment.
Many of them whom [ met in
my recent trip to UK and USA
are keen to invest in the new di-
vision. Sylhet is well connected
with Dhaka by road. rail and
alr and with C ittagnnﬁ by road
and rail. Road link will be up-
graded if Ashugonj Bridge is
constructed while air link with
Chittagong is in the offing. This
division having all facilities
for trade and business and
favourable investment criteria
like Dhaka and Chittagong. .

The government recently
has promulgated an ordinance
of setting up of a private EPZ for
local and expatriate investors.
The people of Sylhet can take
the maximum benefit out of
this ordinance for setting up a
private EPZ at Sylhet region.
As a transport planner, | think
if an Inland Container DEPDIE
. hu
point of*Sylhet in parallel with
a private EPZ in the same point
it would be rather economically
and financially viable pﬂépoul-
tion for the investors of Sylhet
region. The greatest economic
benefit out of an ICD at Sri-
mangal is the easy transporta-
tion of entire tea export of Syl-
het valley where a block train
can be introduced for transport-
ing container to and from
Chittagong port with a little
customn formalities. Conversely
the primary products of manu-
facturing units to set up an EPZ
will easily be transported from
Chittagong port to EPZ area
with nominal cost of handling.
Thus the objective of setting yp

ICD as well as EPZ would be
achieved to a great extent yield-
ing h revenue to the exche-
quer. To attract foreign invest-
ment of the region it would be
worthwhile to set up an EPZ as
well as ICD at Sri al where
easy access to rail, road and air
is available. But n Seems
to pay attention to such an eco-
nomic zone.

May | therefor request the
people of Sylhet home and
abroad to explore the ibil-
ity of setting up ICD as well as
EPZ at Srimangal with priority
to turn the new division into a
special economic zone.

Hadi Hossain Babul

Chief, Planning,

Chittagong Port Authority,
Chittagong

Of Ph. Ds

Sir. The attention of the
Chittagong University author-
ity has been drawn to the edito-
rial titled "Now Spurious
Ph.Ds."” With reference to the ed-
itorial which was published on
January 10, 1998 — the real pic-
ture is depicted below :

That the University of Chit-
tagong wrote a letter vide memo
no 1593/p400/ dt March 18,
1985 to His Excellenc the
High Commissioner of India
based in Dhaka, to let the Uni-
versity of Chittagong know
about the authenticity of D.Sc.
as well as Ph. D degree con-
ferred on certain scholars of
the different universities of
Bangladesh by the Vishwa Un-
nayan Sangshad situated at the
Pi ber Bhavan of West Ben-

, India and in an interim re-
Bge vide memo no

/End/32/3/85 dt 1st April
1985 to the same, the Education
Advisor of the High Commis-
slon advised us that the office
concerned of the Indian Hi
Commission would in
the matter and inform us about
their findings later on. But,
no so far has been recetved
I‘an tth em about the fact. ﬂnr
the other hand, in a mtlnf o
the Standing Committee of
Vice-Chancellors of the Univer-
sities of B adesh held at the

Bangladesh University Grants
Commission on 17.11.1982 it
was decided,
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stitutions bears no justifica-

tion."”

In this connection. it is
worthwhile to mention that at
present, no teacher of this uni-
versity uses any such ;

Besides, letters were also
written to the Embassy of the
former Soviet Union and uni-
versities concerned of the USSR
when some teachers of this uni-
versity were alleged to have ob-
tained Ph. D from some of the
universities of the then USSR.
But no reply has so far been re-
ceived from their end. It will
not be out of place here to men-
tion that there are teachers on
employment at other universi-
ties of Bangladesh who had ob-
tained Ph D from the former
USSR.

For your kind information,
we would like to add that the
University of Chittagong takes
disciplin action against any
teacher/o ccrfemgln}ree
whenever any specific charge is
farmed against them after

proper enquiry.

Dr M Shafigul Alam

Deputy Registrar (Information)
Chittagong University, Chit-
tagong.

Mosquitoes and

Sir, Thousands of colourful
rickshaws swarm, twist, turn
and move erratically carrying
the city dwellers from one place
to another place throughout the
day. And at night millions of
black skinned mosquito mis-
tresses cnl%r into the Snuscs of
the people dancing and singing,
and sucking the blood of men,
women and children indiscrim-

inately..

Bcl};r: and after the election
and now in office the present
Mayor of DCC including many
other good promises also vowed
to eradicate the illegal rick-
shaws, eliminate the dreadful
mosquitoes and to rehabilitate
the Iuwkﬁ: n:::ev:indnrs But it
appears t ayor is more
interested in |:|u:|lmac:muz"l'il:Ji and un-
economic activities than civic
amenities and facilities to the
Ixnpl:. Road traffic and clean-
ng of the garbage from the
roads and streets have turned

worse

H Kabir

arl, Dhaka-1203
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