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7-party Alliance

calls day-long
hartal in Ctg
division Feb 10

By Staff Correspondent

The Seven-party Liaison
Committee has called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in Chittagong
division on February 10.

The decision was taken at a
meeunF of the Liaison Commit-
tee held yesterday evening at
Minto Road residence of the
Leader of the O tion in par-
liament and BNP chief Begum
Khaleda Zia, says a press re-

lease.

It said, the hartal was called
to press the demand for repeal-
ing the 'black accord' (CHT-

See Page 12 Col 8
Indonesian FM

arrives today
By Staff Correspondent

Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Alatas arrives in Dhaka
today on a four-day visit to
Bangladesh in a bid to streng-
then bilateral trade and
economic cooperation between
the two countries.

Ali Alatas' visit follows
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's official visit to Indonesia
last September.

Dhaka and Jakarta are ex-
pected to sign an agreement on
promotion and protection of
investment during the foreign
minister's visit. according to of-

ficial sources.
See Page 12 Col 7

Justice Kemaluddin
Hossain may be

made LC chairman

By Staff Correspondent

Justice Kemaluddin Hos-
sain, a former Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court. is likely to
be appointed the next chairman
of the Law Commission, law
g'jhlistry sources said yester-

ay.

A Law Ministry proposal in
this regard has already been
processed. The appointment is
expected to be announced
shortly, the sources added.

Kemaluddin Hossain was re-
tired from the post of chief jus-
tice in 1982, through a Martial
Law proclamation which said
none could hold the post for
more than three years... i

See Page 12 Col 4

Gen Harun to be
made first envoy

to Maldives

By Staff Correspondent

Major General Harun Ah-
med Chowdhury is tip lo be
country's first High Commis-
sioner to the Maldives.

Chowdhury earlier served as
the envoy to Zimbabwe.

Dhaka is making prepara-
tions to open a resident mission
in Male shortly. After the open-
ing of an embassy, Banglaggsh
will have resident missions in
all the SAARC countries.

Meanwhile. the government
has still not named a High
Commissioner to Canada.

The absence of a High Com-
missioner to Canada for lon
six months, following the recall
of M R Osmany, a former for-
eign secretary, is sending 'a con-
fusing signal’ to Ottawa, sources
concerned said. Dhaka is one of
the major recipients of Cana-
dian assistance through CIDA.

Meanwhile, M Ziauddin,
who was serving as Deputy
Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, has taken
u'.nier as the new Chief ol Proto-
col.
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KABUL, Feb 6: A powerful
earthquake jolted Afghanis-
tan's remote northeast this
week, killing as many as 4,000
people, an Afghan official said
today in the first casualty
reports to emerge, na}rls AP.

The quake hit the city of
Rustaq, 280 kilometers (150
miles) north of the Afghan capi-
tal, Kabul, destroying 15,0
homes, said Sher Mohammed, a
spokesman for the military al-
liance that controls the area.

Tremors of varying inten-
sity rocked the mountainous
area for hours afterwards, he
said, speaking to The Associ-
ated Press by satellite tele-

;
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Stalls at the Bangla Academy premises are being readied for the Ekushey Book Fair beginning today.
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e US Geological Survey in
Golden, Cnlarad{:}g. put the mag-
nitude of Wednesday's quake at
6.1 on the Richter Scale.

Mohammed said landslides
at the quake's epicenter caused
much of the destruction.

"The hills collapsed into
each other, making a huge
crater in the earth,” he said.

News of the devastation in
the isolated northern province
of Tahkar, which borders
Tafikislan, reached Kabul onl
Friday, and details remain:g
difficult to confirm.

Ousted Afghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who

leads the anti-Taliban alliance
that controls part of northern
Afghanistan, including
Tahkar, has appealed for urgent
help from the United Nations
and the Red Cross, Mohammed
said.

"President Rabbani also
called for a one-day mourning
period and asked people across
the Afghan nation to pray,”
Mohammed said.

UN and Red Cross officials
in neighbouring Pakistan said
they were trying to arrange re-
lief teams to travel to the area,
but could not confirm the casu-
alty figures.

Taliban officials in Islam-
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abad said they were unaware of
the quake. The Taliban, which
controls the remaining 85 per
cent of Afghanistan, is locked
in battles with the northern op-
position alliance on at least
three different fronts north of

Kabul and in western
Afghanistan.

Compounding the destruc-
tion, Mohammed said, Taliban

J{#\:ts dropped cluster bombs on
ahkar's provincial capital of
Talogan today, injuring 12
people. The provincial capital
is 40 kilometers (24 miles)
south of Rustaq..

In 1991, an earthquake with
a magnitude of 6.5 killed an es-
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The dgnvcrnmenl yesterday
declare ﬁcnerai amnesty for
the armed members of Par-
battya Chattagram Jano Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS) and others
who will surrender all the arms
and ammunition in their pos-
session, control or supervision,
reports BSS.

The general amnesty will be
effective from the date of sur-
rendering arms to the govern-
ment, sald an official an-
nouncement.

Under the amnesty, criminal
cases and arrest warrants and
‘hulia” against the members of
PCJSS would be withdrawn.

There will also be exemption

of punishment against the
members who had been con-
victed in absentia following
trial. And legal steps would be
taken for the release of those
members who are still in
prison.

The amnesty will also be
applicable to all those perma-
nent residents of CHT involved
in PCJSS activities in the past.

The announcement said un-
der the amnesty, no cases would
be filed, no arrest warrant
would be issued or no punish-
ment would be given to any
member only on charges of
his/her involvement with
PCJSS activities after his or

her surrender of weapons and
return to normal life.

The government expressed
the hope that members of the
PC.JSS on their return to nor-
mal life would live as worthy
citizens of the country and play
due role in the overall national
development,

According to the schedule.
first ggnup will surrender arms
on February 10 at Khagrachhari

Stadium, second group on
Februa 16 at Baghaichhari
High School ground, third gro-

up on February 22 at Bardam
High School and fourth group
on February 28 at
Dudukchhari.

Plan to set up spl CID
squad to tackle child,
woman trafficking

By Staff Correspondent

The government is plannin

to set up a Special Squad wit
ersonnel from the Criminal
nvestigation Department to
tackle the increasing problem
of woman and child trafficking
from the country.

A proposal in this regard is
now under scrutiny in the Home
Ministry. The Special Squad
which will comprise 22 person-
nel, will be headed by a Special
Police Superintendent.

According to the proposal,
the squad will include four po-
lice inspectors, four sub-in-
spectors, eight constables and a
data entry operator besides
other assistants.

The Bﬂ‘;.lﬂd will be equipped
with mobile telephones. fax

machines, wireless sets and two
vehicles. The team will actively
assist the police units whenever
there is a report of missing of
any woman or child.

The moment the squad will
get such a report, it will alert all
possible exit points including
railway stations and bus and
launch terminals. It will also
involve the electronic and print
media to spread the news.

The special team of the
squad will have access to an-
other country and, if necessary,
seek assistance from local po-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Firing at PMO

Persons present
in Malek’s office

yet to be

interrogated
By Staff Correspondent

Investigators are yet to in-
terrogate the persons who were
present inside the office room
of the Prime Minister's Politi-
cal Advisor during a shooting
on January 28,

About eight persons, includ-
ing a member of the PM's fam-
ily. Sheikh Helal were present
in the advisor's room at the
PM’'s office during the firing.
The others were Union
Parishad chairmen, police
sources said.

The investigation team was
preparing a list with addresses
of the persons. Police officials

ﬂat they would be able to

See Page 12 Col 4

Work on Gazipur EPZ suspended
as land acquisition hindered

Significant difference be-
tween the land deed price and
the market price hindered land
acquisition, forcing the au-
thority to suspend the proposed
Gazipur EPZ temporarily, offi-
cial sources said, rts UNB.

Officials and local people
said land dispute among the in-
habitants of the proposed EPZ
area and evil designs of vested
quarters also led to the discon-
tinuation of the profect.

Work on the Gazipur Export

-Processing Zone (GEPZ) will

remain suspended "until posi-
tive changes in attitude of the
local people towards national
interest,” Executive Chairman

of the B adesh Export Pro-
cessin ones Authority
(BEP Moazzem Hossain

Khan told UNB.

He said the highest authority
of the government, in principle,
is reluctant to acquire the land
by enforcing the existing law to
avoid public outcry.

Sources said the local people
were reluctant to hand over
their land despite prng_cr com-
pensation package offered by
the authority for land, house
structures, standing crops and
other immovable property
within the purview of the exist-
ing law.

According to the Acquisition
and Requisition of Immovable
Property Act 1982, the {)oc;f\l:
are to get the 100 per cent value
of the present market price of

receding one year average
rom the date of serving acqui-

sition notice in the proposed
area and an additional 50 per
cent of the total value as com-
pensation.

On average, an amount of Tk
3 lakh per acre — Tk 2 lakh as
value of land and Tk 1 Iakhe;ll
compensation — was report
nt'l':rpef'l to the land owners a:
per land deeds of preceding one

Ear.
> But the deeds, prepared to
pay less than the actual tax,
were mainl[\;lren nsible for the
difference value which is a
major obstacle to acquire land,
the sources said.

They said the actual price of
those lands is at least three
times the average deed price.

BEPZA Governors Board had

 See Page 12 Col 2 |
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PM Opens Ekushey
Book Fair
today

By DU Correspondent
The Amar Ekushey Grantha

Mela begins today on the
Bangla Academy premises.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina will inaugurate the
book fair at 10:30 am. The PM
is also expected to lay the foun-
dation of Ekushey Bhaban at
the Academy premises,

Organised by Bangla
Academy in association with
Bangladesh Book Publishers’
and Distributors' Association,
the fair will continue till
February 28.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal. student wing of opposition
BNP, has threatened to prevent
the PM from inaugurating the
book fair saying "she has lost
all rights to come to the DU

See Page 12 Col 2
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timated 900 people in the re-
mole mountainous regions of
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Reuters adds from the United
Nations: More than 4,000 bod-
ies have so far been recovered
following a severe earthquake
in northeast Afghanistan, the
Afghan UN mission said today.

Ambassador Ravan Farhadi
told the news agency he received
the information in telephone
calls from the authorities in the
town of Talogan, in the
province of Takhar.

Farhadi represents the gov-
ernment of ousted President
Burhanuddin Rabbani which
fled from Kabul, the capital,
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when it was seized in September
1996 by the forces of the mili-
tant Islamic Taliban Move-
ment.

He said the earthquake was
centered on the city of Rustaq
and had destroyed more than 20
villages, including six large
ones.

Farhadl said more than
2.000 homes had been destroyed
and that the region was snow- -
covered and extremely cold at
night.

He said an airport west of
Rustaq, called Khuja-Ghar, was
operating and could handle re-
lief supplies.

‘Agenda set unilaterally’

BNP declines to sit
for committee meet

By Staff Correspondent

A proposed meeting of the
five-member committee to dis-
CUSS Ccases against opposition
leaders and activists was not
held yesterday as BNP members
on the committee did not turn
up saying, "the agenda was set
unilaterally.”

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim had pro-
posed to BNP Secretary General
Mannan Bhuiyan over tele-
phone on Thursday that a meet-
ing of the committee could be
held at his (Nasim's) Sangsad
Bhaban chamber at 4 pm yes-
terday.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan at a press
conference at the party office in
the city yesterday evening
claimed that the ruling party
had unilaterally’ set the agenda
for the meeting.

The opposition BNP is boy-
cotting parliament sessions
since August 30 last year.

Mannan Bhuiyan reiterated
his party's three conditions for
its return to the Jatiya Sangsad.

The conditions are reinstal-
lation of the pontoon bridge on
the Crescent Lake that leads to
Ziaur Rahman's mazar, with-

drawal of political cases
against the LFart}f MPs and other
leaders and lifting the ban on
holding public rallies on Top-
khana Road in front of the
Jatiya Press Club and the
Manik Miah Avenue.

"Government may fulfil
these conditions unilaterally,”
sald Mannan Bhuiyan.

Over the last one week there
has been telephone contacts be-
tween AL negotiator Moham-
mad Nasim and BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan to end the impasse.

en contacted, Nasim told
The Daily Star last night that
he had phoned the BNP secre-
'{313' general yesterday again
and told him, "Once we sit to-
f{ether‘ everything can come up

* for discussion.”

He said that BNP was now
sticking to two issues, reinstal-
lation of the bridge and allow-
ing public rallies at the two
places. "But, we said. everything
can be resolved if we ecan sit for
talks."”

The five-member committee
comprising three lawmakers
from AL and two from BNP was

See Page 12 Col 7

25 lakh MT food deficit

likely this year

By Reaz Ahmad

Government's Open Market
Sale (OMS)]) of rice over the last
nine days has not created any
impact on the price situation in
the market.

Market sources said rice
price in unlikely to fall imme-
diately unless the OMS pro-
gramme is expanded up to
thana level and more outlets
are opened. The price hike was
due to low production of Aman
crop, they said.

Meanwhile, the government
is going to float tenders tomor-
row for import of three lakh
metric tons (MT) of foodgrains,
sources in the Food Ministry
told The Daily Star,

In addition to these three
lakh MT, a decision to buy two

lakh MT more was also taken at
a recent high-level meeting on
food planning, the sources said.

Food delicit was 21 lakh MT
in fiscal 1996-97. Giving a very
conservative estimate; one
source feared, the deficit in the
current fiscal may be more,
around 25 lakh MT, unless the
upcoming IRRI-Boro harvest is
“extraordinarily good.”

The strain of meeting the
food import bill will be on the
country’'s hard-earned foreign
exchange reserves. Food and
Agriculture Minister Begum
Motia Chowdhury, when asked
to comment said, "Our govern-
ment will not take any risk on
food. To us, lives of the people

See Page 12 Col 4
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jolts Afghanistan

Occidental gets
DOE clearance for
drilling exploratory
well at Jalalabad

By Staff Correspondent

The Department of Envi-
ronment (DOE] has given clear-
ance to US company Occidental
to begin drilling an exploratory
well in Jalalabad under blocks
13 and 14, although its produc-
tion sharing contract (PSQC) is
currently suspended, official
sources said.

Occidental's PSC for these
blocks was supposed to be ter-
minated "naturally” on January
11 last as the US compan
failed to fulfil any of the wur{
obligations in its three-year

See Page 12 Col 5

Chhatra Moitree

leader shot
dead in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 6: Former
president of the district unit of
Chhatra Moitree was shot dead
by unidentified assailants yes-
lerday.

The victim Alok Kumar Dey,
28, was killed near his resi-
dence at Banikpara under
Daulatpur thana at about 11:30
pm. A passer-by, identified as
Moni, 35, also received bullet
wounds during the attack.

The gunmen fired at the
Chhatra Moitree leader when
he was washing hands with wa-
ter from a tubewell near his res-

See Page 12 Col 5

10 hurt as Indian
nationals launch
fresh attack
on villagers

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Feb 6: At least
10 people of the frontier village
of Diar-Khidirpur under Moti-
har thana of the district were
injured, three of them seri-
ously, in a fresh attack by In-
dian nationals allegedly backed
by BSF personnel yesterday af-
ternoorn.

One of the seriously injured,
Bhuttu Mia, 27, was admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-

I nital His condition is stated to

be critical,
BDR sources said when some
villagers of Diar-Khidirpur
See page 12 col 1

Anup Chetia to
be produced in

court Mar 12

By Staff Correspondent

The court of the Chief Metro-

olitan Magistrate, Dhaka, has
ixed March 12 for producing
Anup Chetia alias Golap Barua
in the court, said Anila Khan a
lawyer of Bangladesh Society
for Enforcement of Human
Rights yesterday.

Producing Chetia in the
court, however, will be subject
to the report to be submitted by
the jail authorities regarding
his physical condition and re-
covery from blood dysentry, she
added.

5ee page 12 col 1

Arrest of BCL leader sparks

violence in Ctg: 10 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 6: At
least 10 persons including three
police personnel were injured
in incidents of violence that
broke out in different parts of
the city after the arrest of a
Chhatra League leader this
evening, police and witnesses
said.

A large number of passing
vehicles were damaged by the
BCL activists protesting the ar-
rest of Didarul Alam Masum,
BCL president of Government
City &llcge, police said.

The injured persons were
admitted to police hospital and
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital.

Police said incidents of vio-
lence erupted at Lalkhan Bazar,
WASA crossing. Tiger Pass and
New Market crossing, amid

unshots, blast of cocktails and
urning of tyres by the BCL ac-
Livisls.
Police lobbed tear
fired blank shots an

as shells,
resorted

to lathi charge to disperse the
agitating activists and support-
ers of BCL.

Police said Masum was ar-
rested at around 8 pm today in
connection with a case of ab-
duction and injuring a wash-
erman, Raj Mohan ([25), from
WASA crossing, at about 1 pm.

Police rescued the wvictim
with multiple injuries on his
body from Lalkhan Bazar Tan-
girpahar this afternoon.

A case was filed with Double
Mooring thana in this regard
accusing Masum and some
other activists of his party.

See Page 12 Col 3
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ONS fails to liwerviss

price in Sylhet

From Igbal Siddique

SYLHET, Feb 6: The Open
Market Sale (OMS). of rice,
launched by the Food Depart-
ment with a view to keeping the
rice price under control, could
not attain success in the Sylhet
region.

Even 30 per cent of the allot-
ted rice could not be sold during
the last 10 days in Sylhet town.

When contacted, an official
source informed that the Food
Derartmcnt took initiative to
sell rice at the fixed rate of Tk
12.50 per kilogram in the Syl-
het town. But the sale point at
Ambarkhana area had to be
closed due to space constraint,
he said.

The Food Department em-

| ployees had been asked to run

the sale centres, causing much
for them, the official said
adding always the OMS is n?er*
ated through selected dealers
and it should be reintroduced,
he opined. Besides, the cost for
transporting the rice from the
government godown to the sale
cenires had also not be ar-

rn.rﬁed t the department,
he eged?c o

Though senior officials or-
dered for a daily sale of five
tonnes in the Sylhet town only,
the actual .sale is far below, the
source said. Till yesterday, a to-
tal of 125.82 metric tonnes of
rice had been allotted for four
districts in Sylhet division.

In Sylhet the same quality

gee Page 12 Col 8
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NOTICE

(Regarding Audit of Firms Regis-
tered under Value Added Tax)

“GISIT AT FeTFT & A7
T e RIS FP

The responsibility

paid by the consumer.

ties of registered firm.

sioner concerned.

DFP-2146-2/2

Value Added Tax (VAT) system has been introduced
from 1st July, 1991. Under this system, a tax-payer him-
self calculates the payable tax at the time of delivering/ |
providing the goods or service to the consumer and
deposits in the government exchequer. That is a goods
manufacturer/service provider realises this tax from the
consumer at the time of selling goods/providing serv-
ice and deposits in the government exchequer.
of VAT management is to verify

whether this tax is properly calculated and paid in due
time & due amount and maintain the national revenue

To ensure realisation of the due amount of revenue
in due time, the VAT management often undertakes au-
dit of some activities of some selected tax-payer firms.
For this, the firm selected for audit is earlier informed
to keep ready such documents of account as may be re-
quired for audit. Therefore, it is not possible to com-
plete the audit smoothly & effectively within the pre-
scribed time without sincere cooperation of the authori-

Under Rule 34 of VAT Act 1991 any registered tax-
payer firm is bound to produce any kind of document
of accounts to the audit officers on demand; otherwise
it is considered as punishable offence under Rule 37.

Under the circumstance, all the tax-payer firms reg-
istered under VAT Act are req
ate in the auditing. The respective firm may ensure, prior
to auditing, whether the audit officers are carryir
proper ID Card & audit order issued by the Commis-

National Board of Revenue

uested to actively cooper-




