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Rice Market Intervention

We Have it on the authority of food minister Ma-
tia Chowdhury that 'hidden drought at the time of
flowering of Aman paddy' has caused a foodgrains
deficit this year, by a wider margin than faced by
us.in the previous years. The shortfall has not been
quantified as yet; but we sense from the govern-
nient's imitation of OMS operations, with 800
thousand metric tons held in stock, that it would
be:a fairly substantial market intervention. While
the Food Ministry seems to have the capability of
sustaining the open market sale of rice at the sub-
sidised rate for four to five months, the duration
might be shortened if wheat and Boro harvests are
good in two to three months' time.

During the on-going first phase of OMS opera-
tions, it is observed that these have had a. mixed ef-
fect on the prices. In the urban areas the price spi-
ral has been only marginally checked but
elsewhere in the mufassil towns prices have shot
up in as many areas as these have either stabilised
or gone down. Such rather confusing results from
OMS will have to be analysed for a proper grasp of
what is going wrong with the exercise before we
think of extending the same to the thana or other
outlying levels. For one thing, the dealers will have
to be chosen very carefully, apolitically to be sure,
so that those who are meant to be problem-solvers
do not turn out to be poachers. For the other, OMS
rice should not fall into the hands of those who are
apt to sell it to others at a profit. If these things can
not staved off the very purpose behind the exercise
will have been defeated.

‘The government will have to keep an eye on
hoarding. The argument that any regulatory move
is a free market anachronism doesn't hold good
here. Black-marketing being an extension of
stocking-turned-hoarding needs to be stamped out,
root and branch. Laws are there to use.

In a tell-tale revelation of how mercenaries are
trying to cash in on our food shortage, a prominent
Bangla daily reports that a ship containing 12
thousand metric tons, of rice allegedly unfit for
human consumption and of Indian origin which
was turned away by the South African and Nige-
rian port authorities is now at the outer anchorage
of Chittagong port offloading in hot haste. We want
a probe into this. :

Biman’s Weak Strongroom
. Is there any type of corruption on earth that the

national flag carrier is immune to? This week's
bust up of a racket responsible for stealing trav-
eller’'s cheques worth more than one million dol-
lar from Biman's Strongroom has brought this
question to the fore.

It was a Bangla daily that probably first tipped
off the activity of a wicked web that over a consid-
érable period of time was building fortunes at oth-
ers’ eosts.the accusing finger then was peinted at

some corrupt employees of the postal department

and banks in league with whom some thugs were
reportedly running the ‘business’,

The focus has now widened if not shifted to an
institution that nowadays deserves to be dubbed as
a den of corruption for its sheer flair for giving
birth to tales of inefficiency and malpractices. The
question that readily leaps over our mind in this

context is : how come a restricted and guarded place
like the strongroom proves so weak that some cor-

rupt people could steal things at will over such long
period of time? It is obvious employees in charge of
that section liaised with outsiders like that ab-
sconding Bank official in it.

The police have started the investigation and
'hopefully’ the criminals will get their deserts as
laid out in the laws of the land. But would this do
any good to help us read the writing on the wall?
That public institutions in this country have by
and large dissipated into pockets of corruption and
inefficiency. And why the public would foot the bill
for misgovernance and maladministration? Will
the people who have suffered in this TC scam get
back their hard earned money? All this, we
believe, point finger at one inexorable way out :
Privatisation. Unless competition and account-
ability increase in the service sector, this kind of
insensitivity to public sufferings would simply go
on. The government would do well to take some
policy initiative immediately to dismantle corrupt
public sector behemoths like Biman if it has any
care for the citizens who in the present circum-
stances run the risk of paying tax as well getting
robbed as in this case.

Why Niggardly?

What is happening in the matter of shifting the
Dhaka Central jail to some more spacious and also
more humane venue is plainly shameful. The
plans for the detention centre at Teghoria, Kerani-
- ganj, specially for pre-trial hajatis has been can-
celled for unknown reason. The main jail to be
built at Kashempur on 107 acre$ of land at a cost of
180 crore is, however, still an on-going project. But
how? In the current fiscal only Tk 3 crore has been
made available for the job. So when and how will
the thing be completed? The cancelled Teghoria de-
tention centre is now to be housed within the
Kashempur complex making it a 302 crore Tk pro-
Ject. And when you start on a job with less than one
per cent as seed-money you better not call it a job.

What is the size of the jail-inmates in compari- F

son with the whole population. The percentage is
minuscule. The good turn to these handful of peo-
ple — criminal in the bargain — can wait to yield
place to programmes affecting a bigger section of
our people. Precisely the same kind of weird logic
has traditionally been at the root of delaying the
separation of the judiciary as well as reforming the
entire judicial system. -

It will be naive on the part of the government not
to take up the jail programme in-all earnestness.
For this huge building programme is not going to
cost the government a single paisa. The RAJUK is
to wholly defray the cost from the proceeds of auc-
toning the land that the present central jail occu-

pies in the heart of the city. The nation will love to
have the Kashempur jail ready in five years' time.
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‘clined. The

have borrowed the title from

a book by Theodore H Von

Laue, The World Revolution
of Westernization. One of the
striking features of that revolu-
tion has been the of a
hierarchy of cultural standing
in which the new-comers have
been ted toa tion of

inferiority. At the
top Is the First World, essen-
tlull{x}he West plus Japan. At
the bottom is the group of least
devel countries, sometimes
called the Fourth World. In be-
tween are the Second World of
the arstwhile Soviet bloc and
the Third World, classified as
less develo countries.

No doubt, the revolution has
had a constructive effect on the
poorer countries as far as life-
expectancy and survival rates
are concerned. "But in the psy-
chologically more important
relative terms — in the ever
more intensive comparison of
wealth, power and human
rights (including freedom from
unmanageable external pres-
sures) — their fortunes have de-
powerful, the rich
did as they would, and the pow-
erless poor o as they must.
Political and economic deci-
sions affecting their welfare
were taken in the capitals of
‘developed countries’ by gov-
ernments or by ubiquitous
multinational corporations far
richer than any number of de-

| m%pcicngl countries combined.”

y rooted inequality be-
tween the 'centre’ and the 'pe-
riphery' is unfortunately fur-
ther accentuated within the
poorer countries themselves.
The disparities are a matter of
public knowledge and the mis-
ery is there to see. The power-
holders within nation-states
embrace enthusiastically the
rhetoric of human rights: All
human being are born free and
equal in human dignity and
right. But taking their fullness
of power for granted they, like
their mentors. are not ready to
conter a similar boon on those

OPINION
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" The Burden of Developmeht_;_

Our hope, and I quote President Vaclav Havel, in the déepest and most powerful sensc lies in the social move-

ments from below and not in what is happening above.

whom they dominate with their
jealously guarded political and
cultural resources. Perhaps,

equality in political power is

“not a human t particularly

for the poor the ignorant.
The nt, couched in
the language of compassion,

. The
backward people, uninitiated as
are in the culture of mod-
ernization, do not know what
they need. Therefore., the
knowledgeable people with
co over power re-
sources are obligated to think
and act on their behalf. One
wonders, however, how man
countries and their elite really
enable and em the less
endowed people to look after
themselves? How many are
willing ‘to decentralize deci-
sion- authority to the
local community level? How
many are ready to establish
equitable land-holding and for
that matter equitable access to
information and knowledge?
And how many can rightly
claim to be gi incentives to
the over the term?
et, as the Brun Com-
minﬁunﬂcnit_mluded. the ﬁtr:t‘
rerequisite for developmen
Pa political system based on ef-
fective citizenship icipa-

. tion in decision-making.” This

participation must exist at the
community level, the national
level and at various levels in
between. The Commission went
further to declare that all peo-
le and ‘s group must
ve a right to participate in
decisions, a right to informa-
tion about their environments,
and a right to redress in cases of
environmental damage not of
their own doing.

Unfortunately the un-
derclass. as it were, man
poor countries rarely have aur.-i;
rights. They are mute witnesses
to the decimation of their envi-

ronment and the annthilation
of their’cultural and spiritual
resources, But they have little
or no access to outside re-
sources and Information.
Forced into a complex web of
social and power relations, th
have seen the subjugation o
their local knowledge without
the benefit from new ideas.
Community bond, which in ear-
lier times had enabled them to
cope with the business of living,
however precarious it was, has
been destroyed. Nor have they

been given a sense of belonging

to any alternative institution
that can sustain them.
Alienated from their own

traditional resource, they have
not been inco ted into the
dominant culture nor its sup-
porting institutional frame-
work. rived on both counts,
they are unable to cope with the
challenges of modernization as
a creative opportunity.
Demobilized and isolated as
they are, their creativity can
only be unleashed if they are
wered with both material
knowledge-resources — not
as supplicants but as stake-
holders. A well-known example
is the Grameen Bank's experi-
ence with the r women in
Bangladesh countryside. Out-
side intervention in the form of
microcredit helped catalyse
them into solidarity groups. It
also established the limits to
such interventions and the del-
icate balance between outside
interventions and the group's

A Z M Obaidullah Khan

ability to articulate and formu-
late their own programmes for
going ahead. Access to the
means of production, namely
the seed-capital, is critical for
realizing the aspirations of the
groups. Equally critical is the
access to the means of thinking
to fully grasp the complex
power-relations into which
they are inserted. For, they
must create their own wisdom
by in rating the outside in-
formation, into their own and
shared initiative organic

knowledge. Only thus they can
design their own development

path and establish a network of
alliances both within and out-

Dare

side their communities.

This is why BRAC's consci-
entization initiatives are so
important to galvanize the
dormant social energy of the
oppressed groups. As Dr
Amartya Sen points out, the
economic reforms of 1997 in
China was preceded by long-
standing expansion of educa-
tional opportunities for the
broad masses. Thus when the
transition to market-economy
took place, the majority popu-
lation took advantage of and
benefited from it. In contrast,
the privileged few of some coun-
tries can and do take control of
the liberalization process and
market access. In fact, control
over knowledge and informa-
tion by the few can create the
upperclass of the ‘'wise’ and the
underclass of the ‘ignorant.’

In that context, | may even

BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN RELATIONS

An Ordinary Arithmetic Working
Extra-ordinarily

by A R Shamsul Islam

ROBABLY for the first time
in a span as long as of 27
years since the break-up of
the erstwhile Pakistan a Prime

. Minister of Pakistan declared

that those respohsible for the
‘tragedy’ of 1971 would be pun-
ished. Maybe it is a diplomatic
exuberance but certainly not a
diplomatic blunder the likes of
which not only divided Pak-
istan but also contributed to the
stalling of the creation of undi-
vided India.

Many of those adjudged as
the creators of India may be fit-
tingly called the architects for
breaking India. It is the Hi-
malayan blunders that mas-
sively contributed to dividing
the subcontinent into two coun-
tries as India and Pakistan. As
for example, the Cabinet Mis-
sion Plan of 1946 which was ac-
cepted by both the Congress and
Muslim League broke up when,
Jawaharlal Nehru said that its
provisions were not inviolable
and could be amended. Jinnah
felt that the Congress ada-
mancy to deprive the Muslims
of their rights in the upcoming
independent India was never to
go and he rejected the Plan.
Nehru himself frittered away a
golden chance for undivided
India to emerge which he so
much wished.

As the partition of India
was, as observed by many, so
much the product of mistakes,
so was the break up of Pakistan.
Nawaz Sharif rightly said, "had
the mandate of 1970 election

been accepted the history of this
region would have been differ-
ent.” ..

..+ There is an ordinary arith-

metic that works extra-ordi-
narily in both e worlds of
Bangladesh and Pakistan. The
arithmetic is like this!

Bangladeshis are either anti-
Indian or anti-Pakistani. Both
the nations, in large portions,
seem to be gleefully riding this
simple (simplistic?) arithmetic.

Is history against any rap-
prochement between Pakistan
and Bangladesh? There are
gross acrimonies of feelings be-
tween the two countries. But
history is not beyond what man
can create, though sometimes
history immensely influences
the actions of man. The Treaty
of Versailles fol the First
World War was loaded with
massive injustices perpetrated
upon Germany. Hitler rose to
tear it apart to wrest back hon-
our for the glory-crazy Ger-
mans. Was he a creation of his-
tory? Or was the subsequent
history that followed his cre-
ation? Maybe Sheikh Mujib's
War of Liberation was a demand
of history. History might have
exacted a retribution on the
West Pakistani junta who
heaped up injustices and ex-
ploitations on the Bengalees. It

is true history directs man. But
that there are men who also di-
rect the courses of history is not
untrue as well.

Pakistanis

are shrewd

judges of human psychology.
They could bring the East Ben-
gal Muslims ander the fold of

. Pakistan movement during the

risle of the British. The East
Bengal Muslimis were religious
but not communal. Pakistan
movement was based on reli-
gion sometimes being stretched
to a point that bordered on fa-
naticism and communalism.

Yet the Muslims of East Bengal
drew under its banner. How
could it so happen? At that time
East Bengal was under an eco-
nomic exploitation. The ex-
ploiters were mostly ze-
mindars. Incidentally they
were mostly Hindus. The ex-
ploited were the peasants. Coin-
cidentally they were mostly
Muslims. The West Pakistani
leaders could see through this
plight of the society. They capi-
talised the situation nicely to
achieving their political ambi-
tions.

But later they committed a
blunder in attempting to crush
the East Bengalees by an army
crackdown. Maybe they are su-
perb at moulding the forces of
history to bringing fleshy bar-
gains for them but pathetically
poor at restrainedly enjoying
these.

Nawaz Sharif comes up with
high common sense. He feels
that without sorting out out-
standing problems like Kash-
mir fruitful trade relations be-
tween India and Pakistan are

~not practicable. That might

| ‘Lh:rm :Eema,

have bridled his enthusiasm in
the Dhaka Tripartite Business

Summit. Mayvhe equally,

d
needed to be rly
to forgihg any meant
lateral relations between the
two countries. He seems sincere
to improve relations with
Bangladesh. He is widely as-
sumed that when Khaleda Zia
met him in Dhaka he advised
her to go to the Parliament. He
has already committed repa-
triation of 932 families of
stranded Pakistanis in three
months. In all these respects he
is far advanced than his prede-
cessor Benazir Bhutto who pub-
licly ironred the South Asian
countries except India rather in
a naive manner.

Sheikh Hasina showed a
pull to break away from the
strings of the past to strike a re-
lation with Pakistan. It is
against that ordinary arith-
metic of Pakistan-Bangladesh

tangle. She deserves high credit.

History urges we should
learn its lessons. History finds
we do not learn. So goes — "The
greatest lesson of history is that
its teachings are not learnt by
anybody.” Let us see in future
Bangladesh-Pakistan relations
which of the two — history's
urge or history's finding — wins.

The writer is retired Head-
master, Gout Mohila College,

| Pabna.

he felt.
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venture to sugpest th.

sal of the hierarchy .. k. |-
edge may be in the interest of
the poor — from the complex
and the sophisticated to the
simple and the locally relevant.
This is not to imply that the
poor peasant or the invisible
woman in the coun
more knowledgeable oth-
ers, but rather that he or she of-
fers a vi t from below, a
viewpoint that can help realign
the development paradigms to
the real order of things. As
Willilam Berry notes, "it is local
knowledge that enables the
farmers to master the intricate
patterns in ordering his or her
work within the overlapping
cycles — human and natural,
controllable and uncontrol-
lable — of the life of a farm." A
knowledge derived from direct
experience of a labour process
empowers the participants and
gives them cuanencc.

Frontier knowledge is, no
doubt, important, technological
innovations and interventions
are required, but not as a new
form of domination by the wise
and the expert. Creative tech-
nology requires firm grounding
in ethics and reciprocity in its
relationship with the people
concerned. Creativity is a joint
accomplishment of the social
practice of the people and the
expertise of the expert. Each is
modified and illumined by the
other. Only thus we can cooper-
ate in the task of "creating
common wisdom to match our
sciences.”

There have been, are and
will be people who are commit-
ted to take positive action on
behalf of the poor. The problem
is that quite a few of them be-
lieve that they must be the ex-
ecutors of transformation.
Paulo Friere says it all when he
says, "these adherents of the
people's cause often fall into a

side is -

e e e .'_-"—h'__-“
S e e

t of pflt-.ntr{:-sity as malefic as

that of the oppressor.”

EEN : wevpat thie cast of
reps wsavset! 1 reeul] whal a
poo:  sant i China told me:

"Pooi prusants individually are
like peach blossoms in March.
- They are beautiful to look at,

are red; but one hailstorm

they are lost. into
debt become Iéﬁnr If
we work together for the com-

mon , each one of us

pers.” The urge for belonging

and for continuity by the peo-
le. who have been isolated and
agmented, takes on a new base

in cooperative togetherness. La-
of the poor

tent subjectivit
which has been brutally objec-

tified *by the various deploy-
ment of downward directed
power, emerges through human
relatedness. Subjectivity en-
larges itself through intersub-
L:ctivity and becomes the

irthing ground for creative ac-
tion. -

The more plural such organ-
isations and solidarity grnu?s
are, the better are the possibili-
ties that voices of the sub-
merged groups can be heard and
their subjugated knowledge,
resurrected. Autonomous social
movements, each respecting the
right of the other, do forge al-
liances or establish equiva-
lences within a country and
across countries. Moreover, the
possibility to hold a limited
and partial perspective and the
need to detend a space for a
more immediate molecular ef-
fort may be both relevant and
pragmatic for the oppressed
who are scattered all over a
country. OQur hope, and 1 quote
President Vaclav Havel, in the
deepest and most powerful
sense lles in the social move-
ments from below and not in
what {s happening above. It is
also this hope, above all, which
gives us the strength to live and
continually try new things even
in conditions that seem as
hopeless as ours do here and
now.,

HERE is good news from your airlines. They plan to use
computers that screen passengers to detertnine which ones
should have their baggage examined for explosives. The

system, which is obviously fool-proof or they wouldn't have
bought it, has profiles of what types of passengers are most
likely to cause havoc on an airplane. This method of screening

-

ihe lying public could be an invasion of personal rights, but
ﬂynndﬁp&?ﬁa& bought ap jairligE-tickeD-kKboss. that thes -

CALFle never

In the gwhenever b a
produce p ‘raphic muw n{ad

library card). Then [ was asked if | had packed
and if they had been solely in my possession at
left the house.

Obviously. | always replied in the affirmative.

The last time [ did this the thought occurred to me — suppose,
God forbid, a person had a false driver's license and perjured
himself when he said that he had packed his own bags and even
claimed they were in his possession at all times?

Now | amn saying that a terrorist would do such a thing, but
let's suppose for argument'’s sake that he did. How would the se-
curity people know if he was lying?

e people manning the security gates will tell you it has
never happened. "We depend on the 1iﬂack:r'5 honour code,” one
told me. "If anyone says that he packed his own bags and we
later found out that he didn't, we would bar him from ever going
through a metal detector again.”

"But suppose he tried to go through security with an atomic
bomb-laden bag given to him by another person at the airport?”

"We have specially trained dogs to sniff out people who
haveri't packed their own bags. Only last week we caught a man
whose wile had packed his bag for him. He told us that he had
done it. While there was nothing dangerous in these bags. we de-
cided to teach him a lesson by tying him to a baggage conveyor
belt so that he'd miss his plane.”

"l would have to fly if i’ou weren't protecting me. Do you ever
come across anyone whole driver's license has expired

‘Once in a while. You know it's a capital offense to try to use
identification that is no longer valid. We caught a passenger
only last week who couldn't produce his license because it had
been confiscated. It turned out he owed $1,200 in parking fines.
We couldn't let him through because we had no idea who he was.
We made him return to traffic court and bring a photo ID back
with him.”

The other part of airline security that bothers me is that
some metal detectors will not let out a signal even if you are car-
rying a steel frying pan. Others will go off if ly]u:}u only have a

safety pin stuck on your underwear. Why the discrepan
There is no answer. i

bags ‘myself,
| times since |

y own hunch is that it's the airlines' way
of keeping terrorists guessing which detector to pass through.

By arrangement with LA Times Syndicate and UNB
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Sir, It was Eid day, and like

to the Ba-

many we had
our awe, the

nani graveyard.

cured the outside boundary
were deterring the common\
ple from even going close to

the walls of the graveyard!

Later we learnt that the PM
was supposed to come and visit
the graves of her family mem-
bers who were killed in '75. Very
understandable, that as a nor-
mal human being, she should
have a very special soft corner
for her loved ones. But what I
failed to comprehend was why
she, though for only a hour or
two, should try to stop other
geoplc from doing the same.

or, all of us naturally feel the
same way about our own loved
ones.

We were unaware of the re-
strictions earlier and had
parked our car to pray from
outside the graveyard. But a
sergeant on a motor bike raced
towards us and literally shooed
us from there from the mi :
of our "munazat"| :

If the leaders fail to
the emotions and fee be-
hind such basic instincts, I'm

not sure how they will ever suc-
ceed in unders the un-

Elappincan and woes of the peo-
e,

A Citizen A
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205 _

scene over there was a strai
one. Scores of police had

Exodus and influx

+ Sir, Every year on the occa-
sion of Eid-ul-Fitr thousands of

city dwellers leave Dhaka for

eir different home districts
villages to attend the festi-
with their near and dear
ones. They are however beset
with manrir ‘&rnblcma. difficul-

ties and due to misman-
aged transportation system,
ticket sale of bus, mlotor launch,

railway, steamer and air at ex-
orbitant prices and 1illegal

wn{s.
e wonder why there is no
safety and security of life and
property while travelling, why
traffic rules are violated and
how some unscrupulous ele-
ments continue their unlawful
activities unabated without any
resistance and legal action by
the law enforcing agencies?
Also on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Fitr thousands of poor and
destitute men, women and chil-
dren pour into Dhaka from

near and for places for collect-

ing fitra, zakat and alms. Th
face terrible problems an
hardships with regard to their

. food, shelter, drinking water

and sanitation.

ocked vy the Bty o
shoc w & S o

LGRD. mcl Eﬂk&t Bﬂll‘d. E.l;yk'
lief and Rehabilitation De-
partment have so far failed to
previde the poor and the desti-
tutes with basis necessities like

Awesome Eid

'Bray:rn

temporary shelter, drinking
water and sanitary facilities on
humanitarian ground.

We strongly feel that han-
dling of heavy exodus and in-
flux of people and taking care of
travellers and destitutes in
Dhaka during Eid-ul-Fitr need
special attention, service and

supervision by our government,

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street, Wari, Dhaka_

Grappling for prayer
Sir, The national mosque
Baitul Mokarram has long been
holding four Eid congregational
prayers to accommodate the
thousands of devotees. This is
done so to facilitate the Eid
to all. The Islamic
oundation was indeed very
thoughtful to consider the four
co tions to the advantages
of the early risers, devotees
near by, those far away and for
the late risers as well. Unfortu-
nately, a great disparity also
prevails during the co ga-
tions — for instance, le a

mngre%;unn is still on, devo-
tees of eh:tlm:it batch !tﬂlﬂ.ﬂ en-
tering inside dr along in
m.rrinfbetterpane. 'I‘hir;gne-
riously disturbs those already

inside!
We would uest the Islamic
one main

foundation to
co uunnriJ:ra s for both
8 around 8 O'clock in the

¥ ; '
morning which should be to the | Lest we forget"
r;un\rtn%:nt of all. Arrange- Sir; Accept my {Eﬂkﬁ for

ments should also be made for
putting up Shamiana outside
the mosque,

Khawja Vigar Mkoinuddin
Purana Paltan, Dhaka

Will the poor reach
the rich?

Sir, While watching the TV
report telecast by recently
covering this year's Eid-ul Fitr
shopping, the viewers could
very well imagine and assess
the gap between the rich and the
poor in our society. A reporter
when asked a senior citizen
who was seen bu old clothes
from a street shop for his three
out of five children — why the
latter was not buying new
clothes?

"Because | am poor”, hon-
estly replied the senior citizen.
:]n the other hl,:md. t;fhile visit-
ng a modern shop, the reporter
enquired the price of a glﬂcorﬁoun
attire kept on display w -
cording to the shop-attendant
was stood at more than Taka
60,000. The attendant also in-
formed that an attire costing
about Taka 27,000 had already
been sold! Can we, dear readers,
think more seriously to find-
ways for reducing the existing
rich-poor gap in our country.

Zahidul Haque
BAI, . Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

the item under the above cap-
tion in The Datily Star of 14 De-
cember, 1997 remembering
some of our martyred intellec-
tuals who made the supreme
sacrifice for the sake of our
freedom during the War of Lib-
eration.

I am, however, deeply disap-
pointed to note that the name
and phntlilﬁraph of Dr. Fazlur
Rahman Khan, Senior Lecturer,
Department of Soil Science,
University of Dhaka who was

hruten‘{ murdered by the Pak-
istani in the early hours

of 26 March, 1971 at his resi-
dence in the university staff .
quarters together with his
nephew, All Ahsan Khan
(Kanchan) are missing from the
published write up.

I am sending a photocopy of
some postal stamps issued by
PT & T Department in memory
of the martyred intellectuals
which includes one stamp with
the name and phot ph of Dr.
Fazilur Rahman Khan. A grate-
ful nation will always remem-
ber all our martyred intellectui-
als without any omission.
Dr. . Abdul Matin




