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Fifty years is all too brief for a Nation that has a recorded
history of well over 2500 years. Hotvever, the last 50 years 1as da
new abase in our history. On 4th February 1948 we re-gained
our freedom as a nation. In the ensuring years our sovereignty
was completed, first by the withdrawal of foreign military bases
and finally by the declaration of ourselves as a sovereign
republic.

At the dawn of independernice the more perceptive and the
socially sensitive among our leaders saw the event as only the
opening of a vast visia of opportunity — an opportunity for the

betterment of the lives of the millions of our countrymen, an
opportunity for the re establishment of our national identity.

We have had our successes and failures. It (s for a future
historian to asses whether on balance we have spent our time
well. There is no gainsaying the fact that the quality of life has

ved for the vast magjority of our people. re has na
cultural resurgence. We have made giant strides in the fields of
education, health, and cullure and arts. the law, industry and
technology.

Al this decisive moment in the histony of our country, while
we take pride in our achievements, let us have the humility to
accept our fatlures. We have failed to forge together the diverse
communlities of our ples into one coherent and strong Sri
Lankan nation. We have faltered along for 50 years. permitting
the differences to emerge and dominate our social fabric, rather
than nurture the conmmonalties.

The fissures have now deepened to the extent that some
groups desire to carry their diversity to the [point of separation
from the whole. This has caused a devastation, of such immense
and tragic proportions as the country has never experienced in
its entire history.

The flower of our youth is being decimated in a fratricidal
war. National assets worth billions of rupees are being
destroyed. We are compelled to divert to the war effort vast sums
of money which would otherwise have gone to improve our
c{:ﬂdren‘s lives and to provide productive employment for
them.

We must reconcile ourselves o the reality of a Sri Lankan
society comprising diverse clements and make the
compromises and the mutual accommodations that such
diversity entails. while safeguarding our territorial tntegrity
and the richness of diversity. if we wish to enter to next 50 years
of independence without the bittemmess and violence caused by
ethnic strife.

If we can ndividually and collectively take the mature and
rwise path of peace we are poised to enter the brightest era of our

all these achlevements and values and thereby ensure promi-
nence for Sri Lanka.

It was the social transformation that Mr Bandaranaike
brought about in 1956 that caused a more meaningful awaken-
ing of the freedom gatned in 1948. Subsequently in 1972 during
my pe of office when Sri Lanka wwas declared a "Freed and
Sovereign Republic” any other remaining bondages that m
haﬁe .'.:eert left in relation Lo other foreign countries were cast o
entirely.

If we are to further safequard and maintain the freedom thus
gained we should always secure the support and assistance of
other countries. Particularly as a developing nation we must
constantly maintain friendly relations with other countries. In
this sphere, our Foreign Policy is of importance.

As 5rt Lanka was then twise enough to pursue a policy of non-
alignment, we were able to enjoy our freedom without hin-
drance. We were in a position to mediate even in international
issues owing to our background of non-alignment. Subse-
quently with such progressive steps as nationalization of the
plantations. we were able to ensure for ourselves the rightful
otwwnership of our patrimony. the land of our country.

On this occasion when we are commemorating a significant
milestone of our Independence, it is rtant for us to asses
how far we have been able to safeguard and maintain our free-
dom as a nation.

The then leaders who fought for freedom were not divided by
race, religion, caste etc and spearheaded the struggle unitedly.
And they achieved the goal of independence. Today when we are
celebrating that freedom. we should reflect on any possible
shortcomings there inight have heen on our part and make good
any wrongs. Here solidarity and national unity are the impor-
tant factors. | consider it the most important task for everyone
Jqfu.'; living in Sri Lanka and we should bring about a healthy
uture for the cnrmng generation.

As we thus celebrate a half-a-century of freedom. we fer-
vently cherish the memories of all our patriotic national

history. heroes and our ancestors who had fought for independence and
I am confident that the vast majority of our people will make Jreedom whether their names are now recorded in history or
the right decision. I am confident that there has been a not. We also reverently call to mind the patriotic heroes of the

revolution in their thinking. I am confident that we will put the
bitterness of the past behind us and together we shall march
Jorward to the 21st century as a united, strong und resurgent
nation.

Let that be our resolve when we celebrate the 50th
annfversary of our (ndependence on 4th February 1998,

May the blessings of the Noble Triple Gem be with yow

Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
President of Sri Lanka
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has distinguished itself in the domain of foreign relations.
Like all developing countries Sri Lanka has had to face
daunting challenges in the wake of independence. It has had to

On this occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of our indepen-
dence [rom British Colonial rule e as Sri Lankans can be
happy over several events that have taken place (n our country.
Foremost among them (s the sense of dignity slﬁrlﬁing in us that

we are free from colonial control. We are equa appy that our
precious heritage as represented in our language. the arts, rell-
gion and generally our own culture with which we were endowed
as a free nation, has come into its own. Consequently we have
been able, during the fifty years past to place before the world

war who have latd down their lives fighting at the battle front
Jor the tenure, freedom and security of our country.

Let us also determinedly take steps to make the national
the symbol of our Independence and proceed to show it the re-
spect that s its due.

Let us present to the world our national identity as a proud
and dignified people.

Sirimavo R D Bandaranaike
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

50 Years of Tourism in Sri Lanka
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5ri Lankd is one of the fewe modern States which has re-
mained a distinct sovereiygn entiiy for nearly o thousand
years excluding the period of colonial doimination which began
early in the 16th century. During this lorng period of time Sri

Lanka became the second home of Buddhism. It made a notable

contend with the task of building a nation. of constructing an "

economy that would serve its own people not the colonial Tourism Trends has yet to be f'-"““‘;“‘*"-_.'rh" tuurism "”"‘P"I"r“"'l with ""“'I.""'“r I]H”'E'- The  tourists have been altracted into

regime. It has worked diligently to ensure the social upliftment The Sri Lanka {Cevion) Touris sovtor was severely aflected by the cronwihe o supply of graded tourist Laking long-haul hollklays. July and
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of its people. It has addressed the problems of its people It has Board established by an Act of ‘L% Molence In Lolombo in mid- e e Dov gmilaed Wier  Auedht dctounto) dor i bE Al

addressed the problems of literacy, nutriion, eduecationn and
social welfare and has achieved significant progress in these
areas. Sri Lanka's conunitment to the perpetudtion of demo-
cratic values has been well known ever since uniersal adult
franchise was conferred on the peeple of Sri Lanka in 1931 It
has played a pivotal role in international affairs through tm
poriant diplomalic mitiatives spch as. the Non aligned Mooe-
ment and the South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), .

Al long last Sn Lanka is at the threshold of dealing dect-
stvely with the ethnic problem which has bedeviled (ts histony
in the last 50 years. It can be expected that with the evolution of
a lasting political settlement of this problem many difficulties
that the country has facerd in accelerating growth and develop
ment would be overcome. and Sri Lanka 1would be on the road to
realising its full economic potential

As Sri Lanka endeavours to meet these challenges it is
strengthened by the knowledge that it has the support, coopera:
tion ulgfﬂgmdwiﬂ of the entire international community which
has s by Sri Lanka in times of adversity confident in the re-
silience of the Sri Lanka people to overcome their problems. [
thank all our many friends tn many countries for their under-
standing and their continued friendship.

On this historic occasion of the golden jubilee of Sri Lanka's
tndependence I wish particularly to appeal to the Sri Lankan
expatriate communtiy belonging to all ethnic, religious and
other denominations to set aside the prejudices of the past. to
dispel the misunderstandings that have divided our peoples and

Parllament on 5 May 1966 1o
encourage promote and develop
adequate. eflicient and  attractive
tourtst  travel and the pelated
service=. Sl Lanka has long been a
coeuntry of tounst attractions from
e amaneanod1al

T ."-“'m'IHTrF ot Trorism and
Civtl Avialion came inlo belng on
Mh June 1997 Prior to that
tunctioned along with the Ministiry
of Medha from August 1994 tll thar
day. The Mimstry actively and
vigorously pursues a programme of
detion geared towards development
of tounsm and civil aviation in the
country. The Ministry is very much
alive to the potentid of founsm as J
means of foreign exchange eamin
lor the country. When looking h.a.i‘.E
on the past three years the Ministry
can be very happy about its
performance

The tourist arrival figures for
1994, 1995 and 1996 are 407. 511;
403 101 and 302, 265 The number
of tourist arrivals in 1997 upto the
vl of September stand at 266 928
The recent bomb explosion at Hotel
Galadan has not significantly af-
feeted tourtst wimivals. The avallable
statistics are reasonably positive

1983 and subsequently both by the
g nunning ethnic conflict in the
north and east of the 1sland. and by
A scparate conflict, the subversive
activities of the JVP [People
Liberation Front). which took place
i arvas closer to the tourism opera-
tiwms on the west and south coasts,
I cunscquence,  international
tourist arrivals fell in cach year
from 1983 to 1987. when only
152 620 arrivals were attracted.
1988 and 1959 saw the same level of
artivals as 1987 The ending ol the
JVE problems and the greater appre-
clativi i BEuropean tourist markets
where the ethie condlict in the
north and cast did not impinge on
tuurist operations, led to restored
cosifidence in Sri Lanka and a major
recovery with tourist arrivals up
6 1% to 297 888 in 1990

The recovery of the tourist
industry was held back in 1991 by
the Gulf War and global economic
recession, though the Increase of
6. 7% was higher than in most
countries in the South Asia region.
1992 has witnessed a resumption of
the stmn% rm"uvcr[v commenced in
1989 A slight decline was reported
in the tourist arrivals in 1996 when

rise in tourist armnvals taking the 25
year pertod as a whole. There was
one room for every 31 tourtst ar-
rivals in 1967 and one lor every 33
arrivals in 1991. However, during
the period of most Intense growth in
tourist actlvity the supply of new
rooms lagged. Because of the supply
lag. accommodation capacity
continued to rise while arrivals de-
clined, from 1983 to 1985,

Seasonality
Sri Lanka's tourtst flow is
characterised by seasonal Huc-
tuations as follows:
* Main season November-

March/April with peak arrivals in
December;

* Secondary peak inJuly/Aupust:
* Shoulder period in
September /October:

* Low season in May/June,

The reason is partly the sea-
sonality of the West Coast with peak
monsoon period from late May to
July, and partly because Sri Lanka
has traditionally attracted
European tourists during their
harsh winter climate. Recent years
have seen an increase in the summer
traffic as the short-haul European

tounsl arrivals i 1943], as
only 1 in nud- 19808,

Historic and Cultural
Attractions

S lsmka has attractions dating
fram prehistoric tmes and a range
spanning the past twenty five
coepturies covering the kingdoms
and colonial periods. The major
historie atiractions are designated
by UNESCO as World Heritage Sites:
Anuradhapura. Dambulla, Kandy,
Folonnaruwa and Sigiriva. They are
important domestic and
international pilgrimnage and
visitor centres. The five ancient
cities are convenicntly grouped in
the centre of the country forming the
“Cultural Triangle”. Sri Lanka's
other historic World Heritage Site is
Galle Fort, which was developed
during the Portuguese and Dutch
colonial times. 5Sri Lanka's historic
sites have been Identified and
ranked according to their
importance [or tourism. Forty-nine
attractions were ranked as "unique”
and 91 attractions wivre ranked as
“rare’. Both categories are ol tourist
interest and the siles are dispersed
throughout the country.  Abridgerd

against

contribution to the cullure and civilisation of the ancient world
in the realms of architecture, irrigation, literature and paint
ing. During those bygone centuries Sri Lanka was also a flour-
ishing emporium in the Indian Ocean with a wide network of in-
ternational trading contacts, Throughout iis history Sri Lanka

to join tn earnest in the process of moulding a united, peacejul

and prosperous Sri Lanka.
Lakshman Kadirgamar
Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka

and do not paint a dismal picture
Sri Lanka experienced 15 years
of rapid expansion of its tourism
sector between [967 and 1982
arrivals increased at an average
annual rate in rxcess of 20%.
reaching a level of 407,230, which
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large number of other young leaders like S W R 1) Ban-  They assist us, in overcomning our national problem for
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wd our lost
Independence. It is with the signing of the “Udarata
ivisuma’, known as the Kandyan Convention on 2nid
March 1815, the sovereignty of the whole nation was
lost to us. Even at that very moment, Venerable

It wus today, 50 years ujgch that we

and upﬂsln#s by our nationaltsts. Venerable Kulapola
Unnanse, Veera Keppetipola, Veera Puranappu and
Veera Gongalegoda Banda lheld against a mighty Empire
with nationalist movements in 1818 and 1848.
Venerable Hikkadiave Sri Sumangala Thero, Vener-
able S Mahinda Thero, Venerable Anagarika Dharme-
pala Thero and Sri Armugamnavaler rekindled the
spirit of nationalism. Leaders like Sir Ponnambalam

daranaike, J R Jayewardene, Dr N M Perera, Philip Gu-
nawardena, Dr S A Wickremasinghe spearheaded the

sustained econonmuc growth has cortinued. The major-
iy of the pe-[}ple committed to peace under the leader-

¥ President, are resolved (o end this dark
it our history. We will succeed in these endeav-

ship of HE
peri
ours.

Ont the threshold of the 2]st century. we dedicate
uurselves to make owr motherland, a peaceful place for
o younger generation. The role of the Sri Lankans liv-
ing abroad s paramount tn this nation-building pro-
LT85,

In the international arena, we have carved a re-
spectable niched for Sri Lanka. Our role in the UN, NAM
ard SAARC, Commonwealth. [ORARC has been ac-
knowledged by world community, Our bilateral rela
ttans in the ‘comity of nations’ had always been
friendly.

Bangladesh-5ri Lanka relations have stabilised ard
strengthened greatly over the years. Having the same
historical, cultural affinities, our bonds are solid.
During 1997, President Chandrika Kumaratunga met
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the Commonwealth
and SAARC Meetings. Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar too had meetings with Bangladesh Foreign
Minister, Abdus Samad Azad at similar venues. Other
political leaders of the hwo cowttries too have had visits
tu either each other's country or have fo links. The
Shipping Minister of Bangludesh. Abdur Rob led 37
member business delegation to the 97 and was the
Chief Guest on (ts 2nd day. Minister of Samurdhi,
Youth Affairs and Sports, S B Dissanayake was a Spe-
cial Guest at the Asian Youth Fesriwdﬁilu Banqgladesh.
Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad is a
special Guest at the Kandy Independence Day Celebra

tions on 4th Fehm.

Our bilateral * has improved steadily. Investors
from Sri Lanka have established relations with
Bangladesh. Banks and other business establishments
have contributed to the ever strengthening economic

tors, experts and officials of the two countries have fre-

quertt Exrhar?es and share each other's experiences in
nation-building. .

Bangladesh and Sri Lantka have become partners o
progress. Sri Lankans contribute to the national devel-
opment of Bangladesh, especially in the invest-
mernt/business sectors. There are Bangladeshis in Sri

which we are grateful. There were cultural visits by del-
egations to each other's country. Moslt Venerable

- L velopment programmes. Inspite of the separatist war, u 0" of SR| Lb
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Since 1980s the spectre of terrorism has raised its

acceleration of our national de-

High Commissioner of Sri Lanka
to Bangladesh
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