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Local group to
buy Peregrine’s
Bangladesh

operations

Star Business Report
A group of local businessmen
have reached an agreement
with the Hungulgng-hued Pere-
Capital Ltd to take over its
adesh operations, it was
e i A
Tk five crore, launching a new
company called Union Capital
Limited, will m the Pere-
g:;lc upcratéuna and the SES
. a brokerage firm
knuu.?nm t{ have been owned by
. SES has membership

on both bourses in adesh.
See page 12 col

Opposition to
demonstrate in
CHT on Feb 10

CHITTAGONG, Feb 3: The
Chittagong unit of BNP-led Op-
position Alliance today decided
to move unitedly to thwart the
government's plan to imple-
ment the ' : accord
on CHT and its related issues,
reports UNB.

The local unit of the alliance
will stage demonstration on
February 10 as per us de-
cision of the cen committee
of the alliance.

The Chittagong unit took the
decision to go ahead with the
demonstration p amme at
its meeting held at Deuri
with City BNP president Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin in the

See Page 12 Col 5
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Call for immediate countrywide stu

MAGH 22 1404 BS.

By Staff Correspondent

Experts have called for an
immediate countrywide field
level research to assess the im-
pact of arsenic pollution in the

Though there has been par-
tial research by government
and non- nt agencies,
severity ol the problem ared
a national disaster in May last
mr. is yet to be ascertained.

today, there has been no
overall strategy to combat the
problem.

ound water arsenic poison-
tubewells in 52 have been
found to contain the poisonous
metal more than the ssi-
ble level (0.05 /L) recom-
mended by the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) that gradu-
ally kill its patients.
‘Bangladesh has the largest
group of people at risk of the ar-
senic poisoning. Millions of
people are at risk in Bangladesh
whereas in countries like Tai-
wan, Japan, Canada, USA and

Star Roundtable on Arsenic Pollution

This view was expressed by
some 20 experts in a Daily Star
Roundtable held in the city yes-
terday.

According to statistics re-
vealed by the Dhaka Commu-
nity Hospital (DCH) at the
Roundtable on "Arsenic Pollu-
tion: Immediate Tasks and Fu-
ture Vision," ?hhﬂut 76 million

across the country are at
m arsenic poisoning. DCH
data also shows that out of 60
districts so far surveyed for

AL for Speaker-mediated
dialogue with BNP

In a major breakthrough in
the long-persisting stand-off
between the ruling Awami

and the major opposi-
tion BNP, the government has
agreed to give further conces-
sions as regards BNP's precon-
ditions for going back to the
Jatiya Sangsad.

"We've agreed to obtain a
High Court permission for
holding public rally at the east-
ern part of the National Eidgah
field as the BNP demanded for a
venue adjacent to the Jatiya
Press Club for the purpose,” AlL's
key negotiator Mohammad
Nasim told The Daily Star last
night.

"l called BNP Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
over telephone and invited him
10 sit_across the table with the

Chile, where similar problems
exist, the number of people at
risk is in thousands only.

As there was no global expe-
rience about the problem of
such a tude anywhere else
in the world, some s un-
derscored the need for finding
solutions from its own experi-
ence.

“Policymakers are responsi-
ble for t}g-{rlla}r‘s fate of g?gund
waler arsenic contamination,”

See Page 12 Col 2.

By Nazmul Ashraf

Speaker to mediate the pro-
]l:psed dialogue.” Nasim, also the

elecommunications and
Works Minister, said referring
to his talks with the BNP leader
yesterday morning.

The ruling party's move
came four days ahead of re-
sumption of the Sangsad ses-
sion.

During a five-day meeting of
the BNP Parliamentary Party,
held with the beginning of the
Sangsad’'s eighth session on
January 14, most of the BNP
MPs suggested that the party
end its indefinite boycott of
parliament session. The party
started the boycott on August 30
last year.

Nasim further said he pro-
posed to the BNP Secretary Gen-
eral that.the, two parties sit for
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" Sheraton yesterday.

a fresh dialogue at the chamber
of Speaker Humayun Rashid
Choudhury or any other place
to be chosen by the opposition

pmhr.
eanwhile, Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Choudhury has
expressed his desire to broker
another round of government-

opposition talks to break the JS
stalemate caused by BNP's boy-

cott of parliament.
A NP legislator. Prof
Shahidul Islam. yesterday

quoted the Speaker as telling
him on Monday that he
(Speaker) was rtadgf to mediate
a dialogue between the govern-
ment and the sition.
Talking to e Daily Star
last night, Islam further quoted
the Speaker as saying that he
See Page 12 (ol 5

US State Department report on Bangl'adJé_S'h

Govt continues to restrict or

i

A 1997 human rights report

the US State a%thmcnl has
chided B adesh fpsr its al-
leged violations of fundamental
jﬂ%:lc? huli_ praiu?ld tl!l'ledmmtry's
udiciary for a 'hi egree’ of
ind rﬁcncc. ’

e report made available to
reporters yesterday mentioned
political violence, intimida-
tion, custodial deaths and fre-
quent abuses like torture and
rape.

“The government continues
lo restrict or deny many fun-

NOTIC
(Regarding Audit of Firms Regis-
tered under Value Added Tax)

E
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The responsibility

paid by the consumer.

ties of registered firm.

ate in the auditing. The

sioner concerned.
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Value Added Tax (VAT) system has been introduced
from 1st July, 1991. Under this system, a tax-payer him-
self calculates the payable tax at the time of delivering /
providing the goods or service to the consumer and
deposits in the government exchequer. That is a goods
manufacturer /service provider realises this tax from the
consumer at the time of selling goods/providing serv-
ice and deposits in the government exchequer.

of VAT management is to verify
whether this tax is properly calculated and paid in due
time & due amount and maintain the national revenue

To ensure realisation of the due amount of revenue
in due time, the VAT management often undertakes au-
dit of some activities of some selected tax-payer firms.
For this, the firm selected for audit is earlier informed
to keep ready such documents of account as may be re-
quired for audit. Therefore, it is not possible to com-
plete the audit smoothly & effectively within the pre-
scribed time without sincere cooperation of the authori-

Under Rule 34 of VAT Act 1991 any registered tax-
payer firm is bound to produce any kind of document
of accounts to the audit officers on demand; otherwise
it is considered as punishable offence under Rule 37.

Under the circumstance, all the tax-payer firms reg-
istered under VAT Act are requested to actively cooper-

to ‘auditing, whether the audit officers are carrying
proper ID Card & audit order issued by the Commis-

National Board of Revenue

ive firm may ensure, prior

e

By Special Correspondent

damental rights. Police com-
mitted extrajudicial killings,
and some people died in police
custody under suspicious cir-
cumstances,” the report alleged.

US Embassy spokesman
John Kincannon, presenting
the report at a press conference
at the Jatiya Press Club, said it
had been prepared on the basis
of n:wspagcr reports, inter-
views with hundreds of people,
including human rights ac-
tivists, journalists and intellec-
tuals.

The report may seem harsh
but comparing it with those on
other nations, it would not
seem that harsh, he said, noting
that in presenting this year's
report to Congress, Deputy Sec-
retary of State Strobe Talbott
and Assistant Secretary for
Human Rights John Shattuck

' deny many fundamental rights

singled out Bangladesh's efforts
to combat child labour as a "no-
table and praiseworthy human
rights endeavour.”

Their comments came in the
midst of critical comments on
aspects of the human rights per-
formance of some other coun-
tries, Kincannon added in his
opening remarks before pre-
senting the report to reporters.

"We hope to share our views
with you on the human rights
situation in Bangladesh,
Eraising it where Bangladesh

as made accomplishments,
and noting our views where
Bangladesh has sometimes not
lived up to the commitments it
undertook in signing the uni-
versal declaration (on human
rights),” Kincannon said.

He said the US congressional

'See Page 12 Col 6

The participants in The Daily Star Roundtable on 'Arsenic Pollution: Immediae

Progress in talks to
resume Rohingya
repatriation

By Special Correspondent
Bangladesh and the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees

have made progress in talks
over resuming repatriation of

Rohingya refugees. UNHCR offi-
cials said yesterday.
"We ave made good

progress.” a senior UNHCR offi-
cial said after two days of talks
between government officials
and a UNHCR team, which ar-
rived in Dhaka Sunday.

Led by Francois Fouinat. di-
rector of the agency's Asia Pa-
cific operations, the team held
meetings with Home Minister
Rafiqul Islam and high offi-
cials to resume repatriation of
some 21,000 Rohingya refugees.

"We looked at the possibility
of restarting the repatriation as
soon as possible,” said the UN-
HCR olficial who declined to be
identified. "We stressed on a
voluntary repatriation and on
peaceful resolution of the

standoll at two refugee camps in
See Page 12 C01.7

Prof Yunus awarded
honorary degree
by University
in Belgium
By Staff Correspondent

Prof Mohammad Yunus of
Grameen Bank on Monday re-
ceived the degree of Doctor
Honoris Causa from the
Catholic University of Leuven
in Brussels, Belgium.

The degree was conferred in

See Page 12 Col 8

NEW DELHI, Feb 3: Is the
Oslo Peace Accord between the
PLO and Israel dead?

Posing this question, now at
the heart of many, Phyllis
Bennis of the Institute for Pol-
icy Studies, USA, and panelist
at the 'Regional Seminar for
Journalists on the Question of
Palestine' that opened here to-
day, said, "Peace is not lowering
of conflict, it is bringing of jus-
tice.”

The UN has created Israel, so
it should continue its fight
against Israel and also for
peace, she added.

Reacting instantly to her
remark, Dr Ron Pundik of
Truman Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Peace in Israel,

From Azizur Rashid

and an architect of the Oslo Ac-
cord, protested sagﬂn . "The
Oslo Accord is not dead. It's a
continuous process.”

Claiming that he is not a
government representative at
the seminar, he said "the clear
and basic idea of Oslo Accord
was sell-determination of the
Palestinians.” '

The two-day regional also
discu "Retrospective Review
of the Peace Process" and "The
Economic Picture” of Palestine
in two sessions.

After the opening remarks
by Mian Qadrud-Din, Director,
DPI, UN, K ngg.:nath. the In-
dian Fore etary, in his
welcome address reaffirmed In-
dia's support to the peace pro-

Is the Oslo Accord dead?

CESS.

He said the talks for peace
must continue and the imple-
mentation process should be
time-bound.

The moderator of both the
sessions was Peter Hansen,
Commissioner-General, UN-
RWA. .

Replying to Pundik's views,
Chimmaya Garekhan, UN Spe-
cial Coordinator in the Occu-
pied Territories, said "the Oslo
Accord is in a coma, not dead,
for lack of mutual trust”.

There is no alternative to the
revival of the Oslo Accord for
an independent Palestine, he
said. e peace process has
brought legitimacy to the

See Page 12 Col 8

3 Februsey, U0

o

BJP vows to build

Tasks and Future Vision' at Hotel

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA, |
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, S
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ¥ 795
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. W

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA

TEL : 805957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

R |
s
A,

—Star photo

temple on Babri
Mosque site

NEW DELHI, Feb 3: The
right-wing Bharatiya Janata
Party said today that if it wins
power in parliamentary elec-
tions later this month, it will
not compromise on core issues
such as building a Hindu temple
on a site where its followers
razed a mosque six years ago,
reports AP,

In its manifesto, the BJP
pledged to build a "magnificent”
temple in honour of the Hindu
god Ram in Ayodhya, 500 kilo-
metres (300 miles]}'east of New
Delhi.

"Ram lies at the core of In-
dian consciousness,” the BJP
manifesto said. "The BJP will
explore all consensual and legal
and constitutional means to fa-
cilitate the construction of the
Ram Mandir (temple) at Ayod-

hya.”

The demolition of a mosque
at the site where the BJP wants
to build a temple touched off
Hindu-Muslim riots across In-
dia that killed 2,000 people,
mostly Muslims.

The BJP state government in
Uttar Pradesh, where Ayodhya
is located. on Monday withdrew
criminal charges filed against
its supporters by a previous so-
cialist government for demol-
ishing the mosque.

The BJP manifesto also
touched on its main rival, the
Congress Party, which has
looked to the I[talian-born
widow of former Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi to drum up
support.

"In the coming election, the

See page 12 col 1

Illegal trade in wildlife

DCC 1ssuing ‘permission’ to keep
endangered species as pets

By Morshed Ali Khan and Inam Ahmed

The Dhaka City Corporation
is issuing so-called 'permis-
sions' to keep endangered
as pets.

A Dally Star investigation
reveals that the DCC is issuing
these ' ions' on the basis
of the DCC Ordinance which
obliges one to seek ission
from the City Corporation to

a
one such instance, a resi-

dent of Gulshan procured a pair
of bears for which the DCC's
Chief Vet Dr M A All issued the

ermission on November 24
ast year defying the law of the
land.

Bear is a protected animal
listed in the "Third Schedule" of
the Bangladesh Wildlife
(Preservation) (Amendment)
Act, 1974. Animals and birds
listed under this schedule "shall

not be hunted. killed or cap-

tured.”
A top Forest Department of-

ficial of Dhaka Division said,
"It is totally illegal to keep
bears as pets.” :

According to the Act, autho-
rised Forest Department offi-

cials may, "pending legal ac-
tion, seize any wild animal
which has not n legally ac-

See Page 12 Col 5

Tk 140cr silk development
project starts next month

Govinda Shil, back from Manikgan;

The Textile Mlnlstgy is going
to implement a World Bank-fi-
nanced project from next
month to promote silk products
in the country.

The Tk 140 crore (30 million
US dollars) Silk Foundation
project is aimed at boostin
production of quality sil
worm, ensuring training for the
growers and helping the farm-
ers from cooperatives.

AKM Zahangir Hussain,
State Minister for Textile, told
The Daily Star at the
Manikganj Aysha Abed Foun-
dation yesterday that the main
field level work under the pro-
ject will be in the silk Jprnducing
zones of Rajshahi, Jamalpur,
Sherpur and Manikganj. The
head office of the project will be
in the capital.

The minister was enquiring
into the reasons why the public
sector silk production projects
were incurring losses. As a part

S of a family die
of mysterious
disease in
Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, Feb 3: Five
members of a family died of a
mysterious disease at Sar-
alkhan village in Aditmari
thana of the district in last six
days, reports UNB. '

Some other people were also
attacked by the disease with
symptoms of fever, dysentery
and blood vomiting.

Panic stricken ple star-
ted fleeing the villages of the
area.

One of the affected people is
now undergoing treatment at
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital
while two others returned home
without treatment.

Of the dead, four were identi-

See Page 12 Col 5

Girl burnt alive,

15 houses gutted
In Sirajganj
SIRAJGANJ, Feb 3: A minor
girl was burnt alive and 10 oth-
ers received injuries when a fire
broke out at a village in Roygan|]
thana in the district on Monday
night, reports UNB.
Police sald Anjana, 11,
daughter of Fazar Ali of Alak-
dia village in the thana was
killed and 15 houses were gutted
in fire.
Property worth about Tk 15
lakh was damaged, villagers
saig_.hc ;
injured peo
mitted to the local
plex.

le were ad-
ealth com-

of his investigation, he will
visit some projects in Rajshahi
today.

He said that he also talked
with official of the Bangladesh
Rural Advancement Committee
— the lone non-government or-
ganisation which produces the
country's 40 per cent silk yarn
— to know their profit earning
mechanism.

Arong, BRAC's sales and dis-
play centre, markets its own
silk products like Saree, Pun-
jabee, Selwar-Kamij and other
wears and wall decoration
pieces produced by their con-
tract growers and weavers.

The State Minister visited
different raw silk producing
units and also handlooms pro-
ducing silk products in the dis-
trict Dr Makbul Ahmed Khan,
Textile Advisor to the Ministry,
Dr Riaz Khan, head of BRAC's
silk project and a group of jour-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Anup Chetia
not produced

‘In court
By Staff Correspondent

Anup Chetia alias Golap
Barua, said to be the
Eentral of the United Liberation

ront of Assam (ULFA), who
was scheduled to be uced in
the court of the Chief Metro-

olitan Magistrate (CMM),

haka ﬁeslerdaf. was not
brought there as the tion
claimed that he was suffering
from 'blood dysentery.'

A fresh date for producing
him in the court will ll:::e fixed by
the CMM's court when the jai]
authorities submit their report
on his recovery from the ail-
ment, the CMM ordered,

Arrested on December 21,
1997 under Section 54 of the

See Page 12 Col 2

One killed, 10 hurt
as villagers

clash in Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Feb 3: One per-
son was killed and 10 others
were injured, five of them seri-
ously, in a clash between two
rival groups of villagers in
Sonapur union under Na-
garkanda thana today.

According to witnesses, the
clash took place after a cow
damaged crops on a land at vil-
lage Rang Rayer Kandi.

Both the groups equipped
with arms locked in clash 1113-;,1
left 10 persons injured.

Of the injured, one Chhiru
Mia, 34, succumbed to injuries
on way to the hospital while
four others were admitted to
Faridpur general hospital in a
critical condition.

They are Chunnu, 32, Bishu
Mia, 28, Alauddin, 32 and Shu-
ruj, 33.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing in the area.

Murder of ex—Principa]

Faruk placed on
2-day remand,
Marnage Registrar
sent to jail

By Staff Correspondent

The cipal accused in the
Tnuﬂkaprfi!l;g'upg murder case,
Faruk, was Ylaced on a two-day
remand while the bail prayer of
Ansar All, the other accused in
the case, was rejected yesterday.

There was no bail petition
moved in favour of Faruk, the
25-year-old husband of Toufika
Begum, 61, a former principal
of Kurigram Degree College, po-
lice said.

Faruk, who hailed from
Shibpur thana of Bhola dis-
trict, strangulated Toufika Be-

See Page 12 Col 8

Sawdust tank explosion
5 Bangladeshis
suffer serious
burns in

Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR., Feb 3: Six
foreign workers suffered serious
burns when a sawdust col-
lection tank exploded at a
sawmill factory about 27 kilo-
metres (17 miles) northwest of
here, a report said today, ac-
cording to AFP.

The victims, five
Bangladeshis and an Indone-
sian, aged between 25 and 30,

See Page 12 Col 7

We deeply mourn the untimely

demise
of Kazi Kamrul Hoda

who had been associated with our Group for
a long, long time. His death has left a void
that can never be filled.

We pray to Almighty Allah for the eternal
peace of the departed soul.
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