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Washing Machine

Japan appoints
new finance

minister

TOKYO, Feb 1: Japan on Fri-
day appointed a "Mr Clean" fi-
nance minister who immedi-
ately vowed to punish wrunﬁ-
doers in the scandal-struck fi-
nance ministry, a?'a AFP.

"It was decided to appoint
Hikaru Matsunga as finance
minister,” Chief Cabinet Secre-
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The US led anti-child labour
campaign in South Asia will
et a boost with President Bill
linton's allocation of an ad-
ditional 86 million dollars to
help enforce child labour laws
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Clinton to allocate $86m more

Vasantha Aro.a writes from Washington

The Lavour Department
would get four nuilion dollars
to hire new investigators to
enforce child labour laws and
five million dollars would -~
towards setting up a pilot job

tives in eight countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Nepal, India and
Bangladesh. The senator said
he had observed IPEC
~1au:2mes during his recent fact-

nding mission to these South

o=

to fight child labour

"This is not a one-time budget
deal - this is an ongoing focus.,”
Sperling said. Clinton will re-
lease his budget c%rnpmal on
February 2 before ;
Meanwhile, a recent U.S.
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*No global recession

from Asian crisis’

.DAVOS, Switzerland, Feb 1:
The Asian crisis will shave just
0.5 per cent off US growth
prospects this year, and in Eu-
rope the impact will be even
less, Dresdner Bank board
member saild here yesterday,
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" "™There is no recession loom-

Even if imports from Asia
into the EU and the United
States rise by half on a US dol-
lar basis and fully substitute for
domestic production, this
would reduce their GDP by 0.3
per cent and 0.45 per cent re-

spectively.
= Again,

Japan is the factor to

| Thailand launches

enlergency hotline

for tourists

BANGKOK, F:hé.‘ Thailand
has launched. an émergency
hotline for tourists in trouble as
part of its bid to lure more for-
eigners and their currency to
!u;fd troubled country, officials
, reports :

The service is aimed at pro-
tecting visitors in case "the eco-
nomic difficulties facing the

- | country encourage some un-

scrupulous elements to ta

under control.

form comparisons or arith-

including the telecommunica-

tially at risk. Likewise, any

awareness and the prob-
lem as soon as pgﬂ.gle. -

Chittagong Port as per
Dhaka.
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