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1] Which Kiwl batsman scored |

the only -ODI century |

against Pakistan? 1
2 Wchiatheh]?xealﬂﬂl‘

individual score

194 189 198 |
3 ll-li:uwmwﬂmlﬁntuﬁu.

3 4 5

cent for Bangi.;ﬁymh in |
the Independence Cup? |
Aminul Akram Mahmud

b
- i

5| 'Who is leading Bangladesh in
- mwmaqi*hnlﬁm Cup cricket |
in South Africa? -

Hm LA AR N R R A N R R R RN N N ]

3
EFREHERA SR E RS FRRFE AR AR R PR RN AR SEEREEE b

[ F T LT T T

School Address .............

Steve Waugh

(Australia's one-day captain)

‘Being dropped is always a

huge roment in your career.,”

Ton in Dhaka
Saurav's
favourite

CALCUTTA, Jan 28: Star
cricketer Saurav Ganguly rated
his knock of 124 in the final of
the Independence Cup against
Pakistan in Dhaka recently as
his best innings in one-day
cricket so far, reports PTI.

"l consider the maiden cen-
tury at Lords as my best in Test
matches. The century at Dhaka
is my best innings in one-day
internationals,” Ganguly told
reporters here today.

Taking part in a "face-to-
face" interaction with the me-
dia, organised by the Central
Group of Companies, Ganguly
answered to a wide range of
queries from cricket to family.

Asked whether his lifestyle
has changed after tasting suc-
cess at the highest level of the
game, the elegant left hander
said that life has been the same.

"l am the same person as be-
fore. It is a question of how you
balance it. Cricket is a part of
life and I really enjoy playing
it, but it is not ev ing. Life
is more important,” he said.

On the current Indian team,
Ganguly said that it was one of
the best in the world. "The team
is gradually settling down. It
lacked a bit of confidence ear-
lier, but if we keep winning it
will turn into a very good team,"
he said. )

U Insurance
golf Feb 7

Sports Reporter
The United Insurance Cup
olf tournament, organised by
haka Club will be held at the
club golf course on February 7,
says a press release. |
The competition will start at
7:30 am.

Dates for entry

extended
Sports Reporter

The last date for entering
either the 14th national snoo-
ker championship or the third
Ashok Leyland national under-
21 champiunshép has been

upto February 4, says
a press release, - y

L
Gifts for U-13
-
cricketers
The h U-13 cricket
team, which emerged unbeaten
champions in the Chand Ballav
Ghose All-Bengal sub-junior
tournament in Siliguri, West
m.l. were given blazer and
t kits yesterday, reports
- State Minister for Youth and

Obaidul Quader, who is
s0 chairman of National

Do
F

ADELAIDE, Aus-
I tralia, Jan 28:

L 2

South Africa's
! hopes of winni

. the third and fi-
nal cricket agai-
nst Australia and squaring the
series at 1-1 hinge heavily on
the fitness of their fast
[irebrand Allan Donald,
reports AFP.

The big champion from Free
State remains under an injury
cloud, and a decision is un-
likely to be made until shortly
before the start of the crucial

game at Adelaide Oval Friday.

The paceman has not tested
his strained left buttock muscle
since he injured it in the second
limited-overs final ainst
Australia in Sydney on Monday
night.

"I know it's a race
time right now,” Donald said
Wednesday. "We've been treating
it yesterday and today and it's
been non-stop. I'll probably
have a bowl tomorrow and Fri-
(lay morning."

South African coach Bob
Woolmer conceded his main
bowler was in serious doubt.
South African selectors met for
two hours Tuesday to work out
what they would do if Donald
does not recover.

Woolmer said the extent of
the damage would not be known
until Donald tested it, but said
medical staff had told him the
injury took between five and 10
days to heal.

But, Donald, 31, said fielding
aggravated it more than bowl-

, he would not put the side at
risk if he was not fit,

"Bowling to me is not the

at problem — it's the moving
around the field,” he said.

"I'll do myself an injustice
and also the teamn an injustice
by going in there and breaking

ainst

down."

While Donald battles Lo be
ready in time, Australian wick-
ctkeeper lan Healy is limbering
up for his 100th t — a mile-
stone that has been achieved by
only three other Australians,
former captain Allan Border
(156 Tests), David Boon (107)
and current vice-captain Steve
Waugh, who completed a cen-
t of Test appearances in the
Sydney game lour weeks ago.

However, the Proteas' num-
ber one strike weapon was
forced to sit out Tuesday’s decid-
ing one-day clash, narrowl
won by Australia, and Suutl!
African officials concede he

faces a race glg}.mt time to be

Donald has spearheaded the
South African attack superbl
in the first two Tests, 13’
wickets at an average of 17.83.

In the first Test in Mel-
bourne at the end of last year,
he wrote his name into the
record boocks when he overtook
South African uﬂls]i:lrmlng leg-
end Hugh Tayfield (170 wickets)
to become the top Test wicket-
taker in his country's history.

Donald now has 174 victims

at an average of 23.33 from 37
Tests.

He stands so far ahead of the

next best bowler in Hansie

THE ENDURING
SIXTEEN

COUNTRY TESTS
Aus 156
Ind 131
Ind 125
Pak 124
121
118
117
116
116
114
110
108
108
107
102

NAME

A Border
K Dev

S Gavaskar
J Miandad

V Richards

G Gooch
D Gower E
D Vengsarkar

Cronje's side that his loss could
be a crippling blow, especially
on a pitch likely to be batsman-
friendly, particularly on the
opening three days.

Donald's absence would
throw a huge burden on young
paceman Shaun Pollock (seven
wickets in the series at an aver-
age of 29) and veteran off-spin-
ner Pat Symcox (seven at 36.42),

the next most successful of the
Proteas' bowlers in this series,
Healy, 33, has been Aus-
tralian's regular Test wicket-
keeper since he made his Test
debut against Pakistan in
Karachi in September, 1988,
Although he recently lost his
lace in his country's one-day
ine-up to Adam Gilchrist,
Healy remains firmly estab-
lished as Australia's gloveman
in the traditional form of the

6 He will become only the 17th

HANSIE CRONJE

Hlaycr in the world — and the
rst wicketkeeper to play in
100 Tests.

Healy is rapidly closing in
on countryman l{od Hnr:l%h'n
world record of 355 wicketkeep-

ing victims.

Healy has snapped up an-
other 15 scalps this summer in
five Tests nst New Zealand
and South a and now has a
total of 344,

He looks set to challenge
Marsh's record in Australia's
three-Test series in India. start-
ing next month.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA: Mark Taylor
(capt), Steve Waugh (vice-capt),
Andy Bichel, Grey Blewett,
Matthew Elliott, [an Healy.
Kasprowiz, Stuart MacGill,
Ricky Ponting, Paul Reiffel,
Shane Warne, Mark Waugh
(12th man to be :

SOUTH AFRICA (from):
Hansie Cronje (capt), Gary
Kirsten (vice-capt), Paul Adams.
Adam Bacher, Allan Donald,
Herschelle Gibbs, Jacques
Kallis, Lance Klusener, Brian
McMillan, Shaun Pollock,
Eﬁ:; Richgrdsnn. Jont

es, Pat ox (to be fi-
Etalise::ll : d:pengil:]'txg on Donald's
ness).

SAINT-DENIS,

France, Jan 28:
The Stade de
France officially
opened its doors

-

FRAMNCE 8
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= Wednesday, with

President Jacques Chirac sche-
duled to inaugurate the 80,000-
seat stadium and World Cup
participants France and Spain
t:gting the tender turf. reports

Coach Aime Jacquet hopes
France's preparation game
against Spain will help him
find something his team has
lacked — a top-class striker.

For the past year, the French
team has slmdggled to find the
confidence and poise up front to
make it a realistic challenger
for the World Cup. Now Jacquet
hopes the champagne will flow

for more than just the opening
of France's biggest stadium,

Spain poses one of the
sternest tests for France since
last June's 1-1 draw against
world champion Brazil.

Even though Spain fell eight
places to No 11 in the FIFA
rankings last month, it has lost
only once in its last 31 games.
Its forward combination of
Barcelona's Luis Enrique and
Real Madrid's Raul helps make
it a World Cup contender.

After a year of experirents.
Jacquet is expected to start with
Inter Milan's Youri Djorkaeff
and Juventus' Zinedine Zidane
anchored together in attack.

‘1 voluntarily pulled them
apart for some experiments,”
Jacquet said. "Now it is impor-
tant to see how they blend to-
gether.”

The big problem for France.
ranked sixth in the world, has
been to add a lethal finisher.

"Any forward will have to be
able to hook up with Zidane and
Djorkaefl,” Jacquet said.

Rookie David Trezeguet of
Monaco or Auxerre's Stephane
Guivarc'h is expected to s -
head the French attack in
Wednesday's game.

The Stade de France will
host the opening and final
games of the World Cup and is
crucial to any Parisian bid to
host a future Olympics.

Beneath its trademark sus-
pended halo roof, the Stade has
152 skyboxes and 6,450 busi-
ness seats. Its state-of-the-art
desiﬁn allows lower seats to be
lifted for athletics competi-
tions.

With government ministers
arriving in the northern Pak-
istan suburb by subway, France
hoped the world's eyes gazed
more upward to the dazzling-
white halo roof, the symbol the
nation's latest grand project.

"We needed a big stadium, we
have one and we are proud of it,"
Chirac told Wednesday's edition
of L'Equipe sport newspaper.

Boasting the latest in sta-
dium amenities like skyboxes,
business seats and shopping fa-
cilities, the 2.7-billion franc
(dlrs 450-million) Stade is also
well known for what it lacks —
sufficient parking space, a resi-
dent club and underground
heating.

- An expected game tempera-
ture of minus-4 Celsius (25
Fahrenheit) was expected to
chill any excess enthusiasm
and turn the pitch into bone-

Stade de France unveiled

hard tundra ahead of the 8:50
pm opening whistle.

For days, Paris newspapers
trumpeted the Stade as a sym-
bol of Gallic inventiveness and
futuristic vision — many liken
itto a fl saucer. At the same
time, they published elaborate
city plans on how to avoid very
mntemtﬂorary gridlock on the
way to the game,

The Stade only has 6,000
parking spaces for 80,000 fans,
and the threat of a public trans-
port strike has hung heavy over
preparations.

“It's going to be perfect
panic,” said cabdriver Louis
Boyer. Fearing endless jams, he
said "If I get a client for the
Stade, I will just turn him
down.”

The left-wing government
wanted to rule by example, and
sent tliu: ministers into o sut
way, ho swaying
lic to do likewise. Paris’ ng::lth-
ern beltway is usually jammed
during the evening rush hour
and the opening could only add
to that.

A partial strike affected the
flow of " traffic through Paris
only marginally early Wednes-
day, officials said.

Despite the beauty of the de-
sign, ugly disputes surrounding
the building and management
of the Stade have taken off
much of the shine already.

Sports Minister arie-
George Buffet has complained
about "the climate of systematic
negative criticism that envelops
all too often the Stade de
France” and scandals have cen-
tered on anything from indus-
trial pollution to fraud.
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Bm? Han Soo (C) of South Korea tries to battle his wa
l fenders durin

g their 29th King's Cup international
Bangkok on Jan 27. The Koreans won ‘LP-U.

through a couple of Egyptian de-
ootball tournament encounter in
— AP/UNB photo

Sport

nald doubtful for Friday
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W I-Eng series
kicks off
today

Rabeed Imam

All eyes will be on Brian
Lara as the leads the West Indies
on to the field for the first Test
against Mike Atherton's Eng-
land at the historic Sabina
sark in Kingston, Jamaica to-

ay.

After an extremely disap-
mnung last 12 months, West

es will be to set the
records straight and start the
new year on a positive note
nﬁnnt their favourite whip-
P . England have not
won

a against West
Indies since 1968.

Lara's ascendancy to the
Windies throne just ‘might be
the tonic required to inspire a
formidable yet clum uad
into an aspiring unit. The left-
hander’s return to form and the
performances of ageing war-
riors with the new-ball Curtl
Ambrose and Courtney Wals
holds the key to Windies' :

On the otherhand,
with their interesting blend of

youth and experience are de-

termined to cause an upset.

The match will be shown
live on Star Sports from 9.00
pm BST. |

Jamaica's way
of gratitude
for Walsh

KINGSTON, Jamaica. Jan
28: West Indies captain
Courtney Walsh was named an
ambassador and special envoy
for Jamaica Tuesday, becoming
only the second Jamaican to re-
ceive the honour, AP.
Prime Minister P J Patter-
son made the announcement
during a lunch at Jamaica
house honouring the veteran
cricketer, who handed over the
captaincy to Brian Lara for the

upcoming series against Eng-
land

Lara, a 28-year-old Trinida-
dian, is considered one of the
world's best batsmen. But a se-
ries of run-ins with cricket offi-
cials has slowed his rise to the
ca cy.
Patterson praised Walsh for
"his exemplary conduct and the
leadership he has provided for
his ﬂUhad “ mw.mm and the re-

.oa at “personi-

es all mﬂgm good

his example in the field of
sports.”

He said he was pleased that
Walsh had agreed to keep play-
ing for his team despite being
passed over by the West Indies
Cricket Board. "It shows that he
is an even b person than
his &E}l:rnlca] stature indicates.”
he

Walsh, a 36-year-old veteran
of 96 Tests, lost the captaincy
after his team's 3-0 thrashing
by Pakistan.

Patterson presented Walsh
with a diplomatic passport as a
symbol of his new status.
Olympic track star Merlene
Ottey is the only other Ja-
maican to receive honour.

Dale drafted

for ODI series

against Kiwis

ADELAIDE, Jan 28: Queens-
land swing bowler Adam Dale
was today recalled to the Aus-
tralian one-day cricket side for
nzce:lﬁunth's mﬁ;‘"Pr of New

Dale aas ouded TR ETE
man squad for the four-match
Hﬁ- der lan

-roun Harvey was
ruled out after injuring his
hamstring in Tuesday’'s third

tri-series one-day final against
South Africa in

Andrew Bichel has also been

added to the squad, which in-
cludes th:; hzl;men used for the
successf al series against
the Proteas.

SQUAD

Steve Waugh (capt), Shane
Warne, Mark Waugh, Adam
Gilchrist, Darren hmann,
Michael Bevan, Paul Reiffel,
Paul Wilson, Adam Dale, An-
drew Bichel, Stuart Law, Tom
Moody, Ricky Ponting.

World Youth Cup
English keep
-
hopes alive

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 28:
Australia unexpectedly went
down to and by six wickets
at Newlands in Cape Town on
Tuesday, kccpln'f‘ alive their

e

hopes of maki final of the
under-19 Worid Cup, re-

ports AFP.
The from Australia will
me a few days

while the await the
outcome of the India-Pakistan
clash on Friday to see if th
will be playing in Sunday's fi-
nal — an an victory could
see them through, based on a
su run rate, |

~Australia, who had been
fancied for Sunday’'s final, were
bowled out for 147 against some
tl&l‘;t England bowling and
fielding as the British displayed
their t form of the tourna-
ment

Apart from Michael Kl
(62 not out), who did not
he could to hold the innings to-
gether, the Australian batsmen,
regarded as the tough guys of the
tournament, failed when it

mattered.
Their score of 147 all out

47.2 overs was not going to be
near enough to cljncfl victory.
With all-rounder Paul

Franks lead the in a
mmﬁmwa balls,

England were never under
threat as the runs flowed.

The winnings runs were
scored by E d captain
On;uuﬁhnhwhumm Bﬂ
out when wrapped u
match with Jmtnlgua.

In what many will
term poetic jus-
tice', the sacked
fast bowler Wasim
Akram will be go-

by way of

| 4 ing to South Afri-
ca next month, not to join the
touring Pakistan side (much
that he may want to), but with
his English county team
Lancashire,

According to the Pakistani
})rem! reports , Lancashire have
nf Wasim that they have
g‘laanned a training tour of

uth Africa next month and
since he has been named as
their captain for this season, he
is expected to tour with them. It
is a practice with leading
British counties to undertake
training tours before the start
of the c pionship season.

Wasim, who has been
dropped from the Pakistan
team currently touring South
Africa, has not only been
named captain of Lancashire,
but his county have also de-
clared 1998 as his benefit year.

The all-rounder presently in
London in connection with the
launching of a new biography
on him and the curtain-raiser
receptions, celebrating his ben-
efit year. He has not taken in
stri the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) decision to drop
him for the South African and
Zimbabwe tours on ‘fitness’

ounds and sources close to
im say he will certainly be
laying in South Africa for
cashire to prove a point to
the Pakistan cricket authori-
ties.

“I'm devastated .. it's unbe-
lievable. The chief executive
(Majid Khan) has said I'm unfit,
while the selectors saying they
were asked not to pick me a rea-
son.” Akram told The Telegraph
of India recently.

“Just a few weeks ago, |

layed a crucial four-day game
or PIA against Allied Bank. If I

DHAKA THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1998

Star Sports Monitor

remember right, I picked up two
wickets in 15 overs in the first
innings and, then, scored 60-
odd ... If I'm unfit, how could I
have taken wickets and scored
runs? Will some give me an
answer? It's rubbish to say I'm

unfit.
‘I'm going to fight back; I
won't take this lying down ... |

intend talking to the higher-

WASIM AKRAM

ups, in the government mind
you, not the PCB. | don't have
respect for a:tlivbody .. after what
they have done. Perhaps, I
would be meeting our Prime
Minister (Nawaz Sharif). He's a
cricket buff. May be he can
throw some light.'

But if Wasim tours South
Alfrica with Lancashire at the
same time that Pakistan team
is playing there, and comes up
with some sterling perfor-
mances, it would certainly put
the PCB, and particularly Ma-
jid, in an embarrassing posi-
tion.

"Perhaps, I'll even burhp into

'Poetic justice' awaits Akram?

our guys. 1 will, after all. be in
South Africa. Only with a dif-
ferent team ... But all | say is

that eve singc player has my
good wishes. Sitting hundreds
of miles away, I can only wish
them well,” said the ented
tearaway In a emotion-choked
voice. .

The Pakistan Cricket Board
has escaped real scrutiny or
criticism for Akram

S0 because the
mainstream and mnar na-
tional print media surpris-
ingly not pleaded his case with
conviction.

But it was reported the
Pakistani media thtaitmzram
s down as cap in De-
cgﬁe amid allegations of
match- despi lcadinlﬁ
his team to a 3-0 whitewash
the West Indies in November.
Al the PCB did not come
up with any clear reason for the
much-debated the all-
rounder, who too Test
wickets and captured 341
in one-dayers so far, strongly
rebut those : .

“Am | so stupid to give it all
away for a few pennies? Don't
my performances count for
anything? People need remind-

that I've had a most success-
ful career for nearly a decade-

and-half ... The are
the handiwork nfa]mumthmm are

‘ggloua.. I'm a victim of politics.
des, when the PCB has con-
stituted a (one-man) probe
commission, shouldn't its find-
ings be awaited?"

On Ataur Rehman (discarded
pacer) reportedly having sub-
mitted an affidavit to the PCB,
directly involving him with
bookies, the former Pakistan
captain said, "Yes, I've heard of
that. but when I confronted
Ataur, he denied having
anything to the PCB. That's all |
know .. If an thinks I'm
finished and done with, he's
terribly mistaken.”

the

Open quarterfi-
nals will be a bit-

m ter pill for world

number one Pete Sampras to
swallow.

Sampras had no excuses af-
ter | in four sets to the sur-
rise Slovak Karol Kucera at
elbourne Park on Tuesday
night. and he did not hide his
disappointment at falling bel
his own high standards again,
he also failed in the fourth

MELBOURNE, Jan
28(AFP): Losing in
Australian

below

round at the US Open last
September. i

“When you fell like you are
in a position to win a ma{ur.
and considering the way I've
been playing this week, it's
;:uugh to get over, said the Amer-
can.

Sampras was blitzed in the
first two sets when Kucera
served brilliantly and ran for
every ball. The defending

champion, no stranger to five
set battles, just could not raise

his (f,'ame
‘It is just hard to accept be-

——

Mary Pierce of France in action against Martina Hingis

during their

quarterfinal match at the Australian Open

Pete accepts the reality
=

cause these are matches | have

come through in the past. That
uarterfinal I would have come

through in the past,” he said.

Sampras may also have been
a victim of his own reputation
as the best plaliﬂ of the past 25
years, other players fear him so
much that for some beating
Sampras is a bigger prize than
the title.

He admits that it is becom-
ing tough to win seven matches
in a row to add to his 10 Grand
Slams Czech veteran Petro Ko-
rda won a hard fought match
against Sampras at the US Open
and Kucera was also looking to
make a name for himself.

"It's easy pla me. | know
a guy can play well, but these
guys have nothing to lose. [ used
(o go out against someone and 1
could be the every now
and again. But this happens
when you are at the top."

Sampras said his defeat and
that of US Open champion Pat
Rafter and the re-emerging An-
dre Agassi showed how open the
men's had become.

E at times we take a
lot of these wins for granted,”
Sampras said.

"Il anyone gets hot at the
right time in majors, anything
is possible. Sure it wo have
been nice to have me and Andre
play in the final. But these guys
are hungry and we got beat and
that is it."

Sampras' other problems is
age. Without even hinting that
the end is in t. the 26-year-
old world num one has al-
ready said here that both he and
Agassi want to go out on a ;

In his case it is beating
Emersons’ overall record of 1
Grand Slams and J Con-
nors record of finishing as
number one for five straight
years.

ras has airtndy

Sam
equalled Connors and he said
in Mel-

that althoug,h losi
bourne did not help "being

number one is a big goal for me
this year.”

e is now going to return to
the United States to "chill out”
and h}m:pan! for the next major
in May, at the French Open,
which is a key one for Sampras
at this stage of his career.

He has never won the French
Open, and not to win the great-
est clay court tournament at
Roland Garros irks the player
who wants to go down in his-

yesterday. — AP/UNB photo tory as the best.
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