Prices of essentials up

NOAKHALI, Jan 28: Sharp rise in the prices of essentials in-
cluding rice in the district caused untold suffe to the people
during the current month of Ramadan, reports UNB.

Local people and businessmen said the price of rice has in-
creased b 60 to 100 per maund at the ng of the holy
month. said prices of winter vegetable are soaring high de-
spite its huge supply in the market. The price of tomato is as
high as Tk 30 per kg. Prices of other vegetables including
cauliflower, hrigi]al. bean and khirai are also abnormally high.
Edible oil including so and mustard registered sharp rise
and of fish meat are no exception. These recorded
rise by Tk 10 to 20 per kg.

Sanitation programme being hampered

BANDARBAN, Jan 28 : The sanitation and supply of drink- |

ing water programme in the three hill districts are being ham-
pered due to a tug of war between two departments of the gov-
ernment, reports UNB. .
The fate of a amme in this sector has become uncertain
due to difference of opinion between. the Department of Public
Health (DPHE) and Chlm ill Tract Develop-
ment Board (C B) of the Special s Division. The Local
Government Engineering Department has allocated an amount
of Tk 20 crore for the current fiscal year to implement
water sug%lﬁ and sanitation p in three hill districts
through E. But the Special Affairs Division created obsta-
cles and wanted to implement the p through CHTDB. But
the officials of DPHE said they have expertise in this sector
as they are entrusted to ensure sanitation and supply of water
across the country. On the other hand, said, C B has no

expertise and ed workers needed for the implementation of
the project.

COMILLA, Jan 28 : A seven-day long trainers training course
EﬁRan by the Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development
( ) concluded at its auditorium here on Monday, reports

Twenty-four deputy directors and assistant directors of dif-
ferent departments cipated in the training course. Director
Khairul Kabir and joint director Mir Kashem of the BARD con-
ducted the course. Director General, BARD, Akhtar Hossain
Khan distributed certificates among the participants at a func-
tion held on the concluding day.

Ansar-VDP training course

NARSINGDI, Jan 28 : A five-day long Ansar and VDP train-
ing course concluded here last week, BSS,

A total of 4,608 male and female Ansar and VDP members
from 72 of the six thanas of the district were imparted
training on nutrition, first aid, child and mother health care,
I'amﬂg‘_plannlng. pisciculture and husbandry. Thana level offi-
cers of the Ansar and VDP Directorate conducted the training
course.

MADARIPUR, Jan 28 : Prof Khaleda Khanom, Whip of the
Jati on Sunday distributed winter clothes among the
cold-hit distressed people at village East Rasti under sadar
thana of the district. BSS.

Farhad Rahman, Deputy Commissioner, Madaripur was
present on the occasion.

Student killed in road mishap

SATKHIRA, Jan 28 : One college student was killed and an-
other injured in a road accident at Chaltebaria village under
j thana of the district on Saturday, : '
lice said a Satkhi bound minibus hit the college students
while they were crossing the road at Chatelbaria village.
Proswanto Kahar, 20, on the spot and Gobinda Kahar, 53
gﬁ?u injured seriously. He was admitted to Shakhipur Health
.

Sanction for work of box culvert

PATUAKHALI, Jan 28 : The government has sanctioned
Taka 12,42,352 for construction of a RCC box culvert over Bata-

zore-Agarpur-Halgora-Miarchar road under the Barisal Road -

BEB'. WY [

Division in the current fiscal year: J
t ‘allseated"another

~ An offictal source said, ‘the

“ améunt of Taka 7,112,797’ roteetion of » bﬁﬂﬁﬁl‘ ' i)
proach road at both efids m%papﬁ?-ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ'ﬁad i -bm s-’

J
taldytar The work of the projects will begin soon. The Roads-
and Highways Department has taken up another project for im-
provement of Bamna Khulpatua GCC le.aad this year at an allo-
cation of Taka 12 lakh.

44 Rly fishplates recovered
From Our Corespondent

JHENIDAH, Jan 28 : Jhenidah recovered 44 pieces of
railway fishplates worth about two lakh and arrested
three persons from Hatgopalpur bazar under Jhenidah sadar
thana recently, according to police sources.

Police . having an information a contingent of police led
by OC Shibly Noman st a Dhaka bound truck which left
from Bheramara in Kushtia district and recovered the fish-
plates under sand-loaded truck. Police arrested Alimuddin, 35,
of Isurdi, Aslam, 24, of Maniknagar in Dhaka and Kazal, 22, of
Nabinagar in Comilla district.

A case was filed with Jhenidah thana in this connection.

85 uplift schemes being implemented

MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 28: Some 85 schemes to develop the ru-
ral infrastructure will be implemented in the six thanas of the
district by utilising 1.300 mts of wheat in the coming dry sea-
son, reports UNB.

Besides, another 301 schemes for maintenance of rural in-
frastructure will be implemented in six thanas including two
Municipalities by utilising 572 mts of wheat in the next rainy
season. This was disclosed at a m of district relief coordi-
nation committee at the conference room of the ty Com-
missioner with Shipping Minister ASM Abdur Rob in the chair.
The minister, responsible for the develo t of Munshigan|
district, asked the Deputy Commissioner to strictly supervise
the schemes for its timely implementation. Later the minister
distributed the winter clothes received from the Prime Minis-
ter's Relief Fund among the cold affected people, said an official

handout.
Heroin recovered: 1 arrested

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Jan 28: The Detective Branch (DB) of police,
Mymensingh recovered one kg heroin worth about Tk one crore
from a grocery shop of Sen Bari area in Mymensingh town on
January 25.

On receiving secret information a contingent of DB police
headed by OC Hasnat Nazmul Alam raided the shop ol Naz-
imuddin and recovered the aforesaid amount of heroine. Police
arrested the shop owner, Nazimuddin and Nurul Alam, a college

student.
Hashish recovered

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Jan 28: Special Branch of Police, Gaibandha
in a drive recovered huge hashish from two remote charland
unt:g Fultt:lhari thana on I;Jfa.nua.ry 23.

get a secret information, a police contingent led b
DSB Gaiban raided the houses of four ns ngmcl}r :"4.rrui1!r
Al-Akhas, Akshed and Abu Sayeed at Algerchar and Dakatier

char under Fulchari thana. Police recovered 43 pieces of hem

and ten kilogram of finished hashish. The price of seize
hashish will be Taka three lakh. According to police the alleged
rsons cultivated illegal hashish at the secret point of their
mestead. Police not trace the house owners during the
raid. Individual cases were filed against those persons with the

respective police station.

College women's hostel work completed

BARISAL, Jan 28: The Facilities Department of the Ministry
of Education has completed construction of a 100-seat women's
hostel of Government Brojomohun University College at Natun
Bazar area here recently, reports BSS.

According to an official source, the government sanctioned
Tk 87.65 lakh for construction of the hostel in the 1995-96 fis-
cal year. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has provided the
fund. With the construction of the hostel accommodation prob-

lem of the coll has been solved to a ter extent
Suthortice aatl i Rigato s

Loan disbursed among distressed women
TANGAIL, Jan 28: Tangail District Women Affairs Dep

ment has disbursed Taka 3.4 lakh among 108 distressed
of five thanas of the district for their self Emﬂ::ymmt. m

BSS.

Official sources said, the recipients belong to Tm:gp.ﬂ sadar
Shakhipur, Basail, N and Kalthaﬂnﬁmnal the dis-
trict. Each loany will use amount as the capital money in
small scale investment sectors, like, poultry, goat, ram farming
and nut::g industry for achieving self-reliences, relevant
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Inadequate allocation of fund

Construction of roads,

BHANDARBAN, Jan 28 : The
construction and maintenance
of roads and bridges in the hill
district is being hampered due
to inadequate allocation of
funds, reports UNB.

District officials in the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment, however, said a project
proposal for the maintenance
of 17 roads at a cost of Tk 630
crore is under consideration of
the department.

Estimates would be prepared
after the approval of the pro-
ject, they said. The roads in-
clude 15 old and two news ones.

Tender was called for the
construction of a bridg: over
the river Sangu earlier, but the
work could not be started as
there was no fund allocation.

Meanwhile, the d nt
has allocated Tk 7.45 crore in

the current fiscal year for de-
velopment and maintenance
work of 16 roads and construc-
tion of the bridge over the

Cold wave
claims

2 in Magura
From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Jan 28: Two per-
sons died due to severe cold
wave that swept over the district
for two weeks, according to
family sources.

Yusuf Sheikh, 80, at Mirpara
and Nur Muhammad, 90, Purbo
Para of Magura town were the
poor victims. ;

Production of molasses

bridges being hampered:

Sangu in Ruma thana of the dis-
trict.

Executive Engineer of RHD
told that Tk 3.95 crore was allo-
cated for developing 10 roads,
Tk 2.7 crore for the mainte-
nance of seven roads and Tk 80
lakh for the under-construction
Chimbuk-Thanchi Road. Engi-
neering corps of the Army was
constru the road, he said.

Sources said the develop-
ment works of five roads under
the de ent in the district
were hampered as these were
handed over to the mainte-
nance head before the comple-
tion of the construction work.

These are Bandarban-Ruma-
Chimbuk road, Bandarban-
Ba alia road, Bandarban-
Rwangchhari road, Ramu-
Naikhan}chhaﬂ' road and Az-

iznagar-Janghalia road.

T

from date

Juice declines in Magura

MAGURA, Jan 28: The pro-
duction of molasses from date
juice has been declining in the
district due to manifold prob-
lems during the current season,
local people said.

The traditional Khejurer Gur
of greater Jessore district,
which is now divided into four
districts of Magura, Narail,
Jhenidah and Jessore, is in

t demand in local markets
across the country.

Muhammadpur and Sha-
likha thana areas of the district
are famous for Khejur gur. This
type of molasses is produced in

the areas of Sripur and M

sadar thanas. 'lEl,'lm were m
sands of date trees in the vil-
lages of the two thanas.

There are skilled
who extract date juice
tree. They are ed gachhi lo-
cally. 'Chyan Dao’ is used for
cutting date trees. It is a risky
job te cut date tree.

Now there is shortage of
skilled manpower to cut date
trees. Many date trees are not
cut for extracting juice in dif-
ferent areas of the district due
to this phenomenon.

On the other hand, a large
quantity of fuel is required for
rocessing this type of mo-
amﬂf ﬂ?::rnod thcrcf is an acute cri-
sis or processing it.
The whole process of producing

rsons

molasses from date juice is very

complicated and t cal.

date

From-:Our Correspondent

While talking ‘to some mo-
lasses producers. of Muham-
madpur thana areas they said,
they have been facing manifold
problems due to various rea-
sons. Many date juice collectors
are fond of selling date juice to
the people who t it as coun-
}ry e % dugg Iﬂxel crisis
or processing it. es, spe-
cial of clay pot is n
for collecting date juice from
the date trees. The juice collec-
tors have to guard clay pot
hanged with the tree at night as
some dishonest ulrcuple steal
date juice from the trees fre-
quently.

It was learnt from the vil-
lagers at Arpara in Shalikha
thana, the number of date trees
have been decreasing from their
areas due to random cutting of
date trees for brick fields, cook-

ing and household purposes.

Meghai Sheikh, a gachhi of
Sripur thana, said many
skilled people have left their
traditional profession. Poverty
and indiscriminate cutting of
trees have contributed towards
deserting their traditional pro-
fession.

Now they are compelled to
sell date juice in the local hats
and mahallas instead of mak-
ing molasses from the remain-
ing few date trees.

Another villager., Moksed
Ali at village Chaturia under

Ga;resgur union of the district
told this correspondent, mo-
lasses producers have to face
tn:;ﬁh competition with the

roducers of molasses made
rom sugarcane extract. They
boil it with the rubbish of sug-
arcane. As a result, the produc-
tion cost of sugarcane based
molasses is less than the pro-
duction cost of date juice based
molasses.

According to the market ob-
servers, one kilogram of deli-
cious patali is being sold at Tk
30 to Tk 35 and one kilogram
tasteful semi-liquid molasses is

sold at Tk 25 to Tk 28 in
the local markets of the dis-
trict.

On the other hand,
based solid cake and semi-
liquid molasses are being sold
at Tk 20 and Tk 16 respectively

per kg.

In spite of setback of date
juice based molasses industries,
a huge quantity of molasses
produced from date juice is be-
ing supplied to Dhaka,
Narayanganj. Comilla, Sylhet
and other towns of the country
from greater Jessore district.

The lpcal people have urged
the ment to take proper
steps to stop indiscriminate
cutting of date trees and official
patronisation with economic
sanction to people who are en-

ged d.am producing molasses
te.
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at Raghunandanpur under sadar thana in the district.

122 fire incidents cost 12
lives in Comilla last year

COMILLA. Jan 28: Twelve
people were killed and 100 in-
jured in 122 fire incidents in
the district during the last year,
reports UNB.

Fire Brigade sources said as-
sets worth about Tk 3 crore were
gutted in the incident.

The highest 33 fire incidents
were recorded in residential ar-
eas damaging properties worth
Tk 6.90 lakh.

In shop and market areas,
about 30 fire incidents occurred
during the period causing the
highest damage of Tk 1.66
crore, said the sources.

Besides [ive fire incidents
were caused by gas leakage and
electric short circuit damaging
goods worth Tk 51 lakh.

Two industrial units and ve-

hicles involved in four road ac-
ll::*iif;.h'::m‘.s.-; were also damaged in
re.

Properties worth over Tk 75
lakh were damaged in 25 other
incidents.

Officials said there are only
two fire service stations in 12
thanas of the district — one in
the district headquarters and
the other at Daulatganj in Lak-
sam.

These two stations can
hardly cope with the need and
remote areas in Langolkote,
Muradnagar. Homna and
Brahminpara thanas virtually
remain uncovered.

Local people have urged the
authorities to set up more fire
stations in the district to pro-
tect life and property.

Ground water in Mu_ilshig:':mj_

arsenic contaminated

MUNSHIGANJ, Jan 28 : Ar-
senic contamination has been

detected in the ground water in
different areas under three

thanas of the district, reports
BSS.

A total of 71 tubewells have
so far been sealed up in those
areas as the water drawn by
those tubewells was found to be
contaminated with traces of ar-
senic, according to the district
Public Health Engineering
sources.

The district PHED has al-
ready carried out test of the

und water samples from 718

and-driven tubewells in six
thanas of the district upto Jan-
u 9 this year. The survey re-
ed arsenic contamination
in 45 tubewell water out of 256
in Sreenagar thana, 13 tube-
wells out of 56 in Lunhajan
thana, and 12 tubewells out o
142 in Sirajdikhan thana. One
tubewell water has been tested
in Mirkadim purashava under

sadar thana and it has been
[ound to contain arsenic con-
centration.

Water samples from 75
tubewells in Munshigan]j
pourashava, 85 tubewells and
in sadar thana, 60 tubewells in
Tongibari thana and 43 tube-
wells in Gazaria thana have
been examined and found to be
free from arsenic contamina-

tion, the PHED sources said.
Meanwhile, a district health

official said there was no re-
port of the outbreak of arsenic-
related disease in the affected
areas of the district. The civil
surgeon's office had so far
learnt about only one arsenic-
afflicted patient in Sreenagar.

Long-term sol
Svable HE] o solution to the

g;in the g:juungf water
servation of rain water
creation of communit baineg
surface water reservoirs. ex-
perts suggested,
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FARIDPUR: Local farmers recently controlled pest from a paddy field with the help of nets
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Fishing cat
buried

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Jan 28 : The ill-
fated female fishing cat which
was killed by the villagers at
village Pukuria under Kaliganj
thana on January 23 evening
last was buried on January 25,
according to local people.

Hundreds of people rushed to
see the dying animal in the lo-
cality. After killing the beast
people hanged the body with a
mango tree for 3 days.

enn this correspondent
contacted Kaliganj thana sev-
eral times between January 24
and 27, police said, they were
informed but they could not
give details.

When this correspondent
asked the people including two
of the killers of the fishing cat
they said that they did not
know how the animal had ap-
pcarted tﬂ:ﬂ%} aﬁsha result, the
mystery the appearance
of the fishing tiger I:'I:cmained
unknown.

23 injured in
2 clashes in
Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent
GAIBANDHA, Jan 28: At

" least 23 persons sustained in-

juries in two separate clashes at
ZANf'Snd Gobindagant e
‘an a thanas
g T
anuary 18 a quarrel en-
sued between Moffazal Hossain
and Ramjan Ali on the issue of
cutting drain at village Taluk-
Kanupur under Gobindagan
thana. On the day Ramjan Aﬂi
was constructing drain on the
plot of Moffazal just for takin
tion water. At one stage o
exchanging hot words a clash
0 groups, & toial of | Fom“* .
ups. A total o
1 the

sustained injuries.
injured ns were removed
to local health complex.

In another incident, 10 per-
sons received injuries when a
clash ensued between two rival
groups over ssion of a dis-
puted landed pro at village
Chaitantola under Sunderganj
thana on Janu 16. Five
critically injured persons were
removed to Sunderganj Health
Complex.

Scarcity of
fish in
Barguna

BARGUNA, Jan 28 : Scarcity
of fish has been prevailing in
the coastal areas of the district
due to lanned construction
of embankments and sluice
gates, rts UNB.

The waterbodies including
canals and bills are either being
dried up or polluted as the river
water cannot enter into those

“mraking ‘the fisit’ calture dlmost

i_;llpﬂﬂ-&ih]:ﬂp A lh $ e LK
As a result, fish are being
purchased from outside the dis-

trict bearing additional ex-

ses.
Local buyers alleged that the
prices of fish have increased
manifold and went beyond the
capacity of low income groups.
Many fishermen have al-
ready left their occupation due

to the acute scarcity of fish in
different waterbodies.

A fish trader Ali Ahmed of
Bainchotki village said he has
been forced to desert the profes-
sion after incurring losses in
the last few years.

Besides, the fishermen of
Noli, Babuganj, Nishanbaria,
Golbunia and Purakata of
Sadar thana, Taltoli, Pochako-
ralia, Sokina and Nolbunia of
Amtali thana and Chordoani,
Kakchira, Horinghata and
Kalmegha of Patharghat thana
have passing their hard days
due to the adverse effect of em-
bankments and sluice gates.
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work

Tki 15,000/00.
10.

following media:
(a) Metalic

DFP-1896-26/1

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division-1l, Chittagong

PWD Notice Inviting Tender

INo 95 of 1997-98

1 Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the renowned and
experienced artists of the country
his/their own pad in 2 (two) Envelope System for design and for
the execution cost separately for the undermentioned work and
will be received by the undersigned as well as by the Executive
Engineer, PWD Division No. |, Chittagong up to 12-00 Noon of
12.02.98. The first envelope will be opened on the same day in

presence of tenderers who may like to be present.
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Estimated cost: Maximum 7.00 (seven) lakh.
Eamest money: 2% (Two per cent) of the quoted rate.
Time schedule for completion of work: 90 (Ninety) days from the

The intending tenderer should have inspect the site of Chittagong
T.V. Centre before submitting tender.

Requisite docum~nts of 2911 form, sample & schedules, special
terms and conditions may be had from the office of the
on or before 11.02.98 on payment of usual government fees
Tk. 425/- (Non-refundable) during office hours.

8 The intending quotationer shall have to furnish at the time of
purchasing tender, an experience certificate for the similar nature
of work executed by himthem by an officer concerned with the

9 Provisions have been kept for 3 (three) prizes for the three
successful tenderer of the design. The first
Tk. 25,000/00. The second prize money is Tk. 20,

A competitor can only submit design and quote rate for any of the
(b) Mixed Materials

and their organisations on

igned

rize money is
- & third one is

(c) Terekota

winter pitha.

The age-old mode of making it. Rural women in Bang-
ladesh have always powdered rice like this to prepare

—Star photo by A K M Mohsin

was killed on the spot and two
others sustained injuries when

Meh
critical condition. The dead was
identified as Anwarul, 20, of
Beropara in the Municipality
area. Just after hearing
death news of the only earning
member Anwarul,

Patan Ali, 60, died of cardiac
i arrest,

Truck with Indian smuggled

sugar turns turtle : 1 killed

MEHERPUR, Jan 28: A man the scene. A case was 1
with the police. The dead body

was buried without autopsy.

odged

a truck, loaded with Indian Hundreds of trucks are en-
smuggdled sugar, turmed turtle at  gaged in carrying smuggled In-
Ujjalpur Khalopara ferry ghat  djan sugar, electronic goods,
on Meherpur-Sholmari road on  fire arms, phensidyl and mo-
Tuesday. reports UNB..; £ j» .o . ytoreycles to Bangladesh:and a |
The injured were-admitted to - huge duantity of brass indlud-

ur General Hospisabina - ‘iny other goods to India along

the frontier of Sholmari,
Roudranagar, Kakhuli and

Kazipur road.
the =

Local authority seized In-
dian electronic goods worth
about Tk 35 lakh along with a

his uncle

d
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DFP-2147-28/1

truck last week with the help of
The driver of the truck fled local people.
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