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Gunshot

at PM’s
office

By Staff Correspondent

A gun shot was fired at the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
at Tejgaon in the city at about
noon yesterday. The bullet hit

ass es of a window of a

rst-floor room. None was
hurt, confirmed an official of
the PMO.

The bullet struck glass panes
of the office room of Dr SA
Malek, Political Advisor to the
Prime Minister. Dr Malek was
not in his office then.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was at the Bangladesh
Secretariat during the incident,
sources said.

Immediately after the inci-
dent. police and intelligence

rsonnel rushed to the Prime

inister's Office and the
Nakhalpara neighbourhood
nearby and stated vigorous in-
vestigation. A senior security
official told The Daily Star that
the charge of investigation was

See page 12 col 1

Muslims across the count
will celebrate the holy Eid-ul-
Fitr with due solemnity and re-
ligious fervour tomorrow sub-
ject to sighting of the Shawal
moon today, report agencies.

A meeting of the National
Moon Sighting COmmittee will
be held today at 6 pm at the

head office of Islamic Founda-
tion Bangladesh in the city.

If the Shawal moon is sigh-
ted anywhere in Bangladesh,

HOLIDAY

The offices of The Baily
Star will remain closed
from today to January 31.

Therefore, there will be no
issue of the newspaper
from January 30 to
February 1.

NOTICE
There will be no Star
Weekend Magazine on
Friday, 30 January 1998,
as there will be no issue of
the newspaper on that day

due to Eid-ul Fitr holiday.
—Ma[\agement

Inside Today
Article

Fiasco at
Bangladesh Bank

Column: Currents and
Crosscu &

by MM Rezaul Karim

_ LAST-

NUTE_SHOPPING: Eid sha _
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Ecrauns sighting the moon have
een urged to contact the
committee over telephone —
9559493, 9555951, 9555947,
9550280, 9559643, 9556407,
9558337 — or fax 9563397

The celebration of Eid will
mark the end of a month-long
fasting during the holy Ra-
madan. This is one of the great-
est religious festivals of the
Muslim community.

President Justice Sha-

Tt

ra chopsing sarees

— Star photo

habuddin Ahmed, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and Leader
of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia Eid greet-
ings to the people through sepa-
rate messages. ,
A three-day public holiday
marking the Eid will begin to-
day.

Sales in shopping malls and
retail stores have reached its

ak as the ple are crowing
or the last-minute shopping
ahead of the festival.

Many people of Dhaka have
already left the city for their
village homes to celebrate the
Eid testival with their near and
dear ones.

The traffic jam. a regular
Fhennmennn in the city, is
;

kely to ease further with |

many others expected to leave
by today.

The government as well as
social and religious organisa-
tions have drawn up elaborate
Erggrammes to celebrate the

id.

The programmes include Eid
congregations. reunions, deco-
rations of roads, illumination
of buildings and discussion
meetings.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will exchange gn:ctln%s
with the cross section of people
at the Ganobhaban of the Eid-
day.

In the capital, the main Eid
congregation will be held at the
National Eidgah in the High
Court premises at 8 am.

In case of inclement
weather, the congregation will
be held at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque at the same
time.

Four more congregations
will be arranged at the Baitul
Mukarram at 7 am, 8 am. 8:45
and 9:30 am. said an Islamic
Foundation press release.

In Cﬁitla{ﬁm
tions will be hel
13 places.

e main Eid prayer will be
held at Chittagong Stadium
premises at 8.30 am while the
other main co tion will be
held at Jamiatul Falah complex

at 8 am.
National

Eid congrega-
at as many as

Flags will be

hoisted atop public vate
- usamgy acrh -mrﬂu‘:.f‘w.——'
e Eid day.
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Eid tomorrow if moon|
sighted today

Che Buaily Star wishes
its readers, patrons
and well-wishers a

happy Eid-ul Fitr.

OMS programme
for selling rice

The government started sell-
ing rice in the open market
from yesterday at 12.50 per
kg. reports UNB.

Under the OMS (open market
sale} programme, each person
will be able to buy maximum
three of rice.

The open market rice is be-
ing sold at east block of the Sec-
retariat, Shapla Square at
Motijheel. Kawranbazar., Mo-
hakhali, Shantinagar. New
Market, Mirpur Bowniabag Ba-
zar, Mirpur Circle-10. Bashabo
Bazar and Mohammadpur
Bazar in the city from 8 am to 5
pm.

The OMS Prngrammc will
continue in all the districts of
the country.

No liquidity

crisis in banks

The banks in the country do
not have any liquidity crisis.
the Bangladesh Bank said yes-
terday, reports BSS.

Refuting recent press re-
ports. the central bank, in a
Pr:-uu release ay. said "in
act, there is no liquidity crisis
in the banks at the moment.”

It described as untrue the re-
ports carried by a section of
newspapers that the rise in in-
terest rate in call money mar-
ket is due to increa over-

drawing by the govumlcn{ )
The Bangladesh Bank at-

tributed the rise in the interést
rate to heavy withdrawal by the
Eu;tumcrs on the occasion of
id.
The hike in interest rate is a
temporary phenomenon and it

T eraio by (B Sare - e

release added.

RAMADAN 29, 1418 HIJRI

e T I o e o o TR

@The Baily Star

MAGH 16 1404 BS.

—————— e — e A . e

26 convicted for Rajiv
murder, to die

POONAMALLEE (Madras),
Jan 28: Former Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's assas-
sins linked to a Sri Lankan
s€paratist group were convicted

tn-d:f'.
| but three of the 29 were
sentenced to death, reports AP.

The judge in southern India
found a total of 41 conspirators
were responsible for the 199]
suicide bombing, but 12 com-
mitted suicide before the tria]
and three are at large in neigh-
bouring Sri Lanka. The judge
did not sentence the three in gri
Lanka because they were not
present for his ruling.

Though only two of the 26
sentenced were convicted of
murder, all had been tried un-
der special terrorist laws that
g;adr:: the death penalty possi-

e

Velupillai Prabhakaran,
leader of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam, and his top two
aides were convicted in absen-
tia, Other members of the Sri
Lankan group, one of the dead-
liest rebel forces in the region.
were also convicted. »

Tho death sentences are
rare in India, hangings were
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carried out for those convicted
in previbus Fulitjca] assassina-
tions — the 1984 killing of Rajiv
Gandhi's mother Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi and the 1948
killing of independence leader
Mohapdas Gandhi.

The sentences, relayed to re-

Rajiv Gandhi

PLUS RISING STARS : PRICE TAKA ;3.00

Fcrtcra by DR Karthikeyan, the
ederal investigator who solved
the case, came hours after Judge
V Navaneetham, announced his
guilty verdicts. Reporters were
not allowed into the court room
for security reasons.

The accused heard the court
verdict in silence, betraying no
reaction, said Jacob Daniel, one
of the prosecutors. :

Nearly 2,000 local people

athered in the market place .
Istening to radio reports on the
case and asking journalists for
more information.

Gandhi and 17 others were
killed in an explosion at a po-
litical rally near Poonamallee,
about 1,700 kilometers (1,000
miles) south of New Delhi.

The dead included a Sri
Lankan rebel, apparently an-
gered by Gandhi's support of her
government, who approached
on the pretext of offering flow-
ers and set off a half kilogram
of ﬁlastic explosives packed
with 10,000 metal pellets
strapped to her body.

® The man who built the bomb
and a woman strapped it

around the waist of the suicide
See Page 12 Col 5

BNP reportedly shifts stance

Reinstallation of

floating bridge

now 'top priority’

By Nazmul Ashraf

In a major shift from its
previous stance, the opposition
BNP is now giving "top priority”
to reinstallation of the ﬂnatin%
bridge leading to the mazar o
its founder, late President Ziaur
Rahman. as a condition for its
return to the Jatiya Sangsad.

This wa? learnt I’E'nm sorme
to licy planners of the party.

p’lplf:e ?ssur of the E}nalin}é
bridge has replaced BNP's main

tary

parlid ern-
committees

.‘.T

which was on top of the agenda
during its negotiations for go-
ing back to the Sangsad.

BNP has been boycotting

parliament sessions since Au-
gust 30 last year.
- The change in the priority
list has been influenced by a
“government conspiracy’ cen-
tring Zia's mazar at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar in the city, party
sources told The Daily Star.

~oThe Jargest. paciamentgry
s

oppusition has also given up
See Page 12 Col 6

Quality Coals and
Hard Rocks

Column: Window on
Asia

I by Shahed Latif
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Eid Special

Election of 103 pourashavas.

structural changes. the number
ol wards in Lhe pourasavas will
he raised three times and there

Ramadan | Jan | Sehri| Iftar | | will be one elected woman
: : . commissioner for every three
29 29 E 2-19 | 5-46 wards, doing away with the pre- .

due in March, will be deferred
: : ey by ithree months to make °
Feastmg after fastmg, structural changes in the coun-
The day of try's municipal bodies and con
thanksgiving sequent delnmitation of wards,
Pivce s according to official sources.
4 ,‘ According to the proposed

sent provision for nominated
wamen represcntatives,

The plan tor the changes was
drafted at a meeting here on
Sunday. attended by the LGRD
Minister, Law Minister and the
Election Commission and po-
Hee officials.

Mentionably, the govern:
ment recently made provisions
for election of three women
members in each Union
Parishad

The number of wards now

Election of 103 pourashavas
to be deferred by 3 months

By Mizan Ali and Reaz Ahmad

ranges from three to 13 depend-
ing on the size, population and
ared ol a municipalit

The changes M{I- require
amendments to the Pourashava

Act. which must be passed by

the Jativa Sangsad after Cabi-

net clearance.
The authorities are yet to de-

cide whether the incumbents

will be asked to continue as
caretaker administrators.

Raising the number of wards

See Page 12 Col 4

NOTICE

(Regarding Audit of Firms Regis-
tered under Value Added Tax)

IS A HeTHT W ﬁﬂ

“PrE Wi FReIfrer Fw”

Value Added Tax (VAT) system has been introduced
from 1st July, 1991. Under this system, a tax-payer him-
self calculates the payable tax at the time of delivering /
providing the goods or service to the consumer and
deposits in the government exchequer. That is a goods
manufacturer /service provider realises this tax from the
consumer at the time of selling goods/providing serv-
ice and deposits in the government exchequer.

The responsibility of VAT management is to verify
whether this tax is properly calculated and paid in due
time & due amount and maintain the national revenue
paid by the consumer.

To ensure realisation of the due amount of revenue
in due time, the VAT management often undertakes au-
dit of some activities of some selected tax-payer firms.
For this, the firm selected for audit is earlier informed
to keep ready such documents of account as may be re-
quired for audit. Therefore, it is not possible to com-
plete the audit smoothly & effectively within the pre-
scribed time without sincere cooperation of the authori-
ties of registered firm. :

Under Rule 34 of VAT Act 1991 any registered tax-
payer firm is bound to produce any kind of document
of accounts to the audit officers on demand; otherwise
it is considered as punishable offence under Rule 37.

Under the circumstance, all the tax-payer firms reg-
istered under VAT Act are requested to actively cooper-
ate in the auditing. The respective firm may ensure, prior
to auditing, whether the audit officers are carrying
proper ID Card & audit order issued by the Commis-
sioner concerned.

DFP-1293-21/1
G-154

- National Board of Revenue

' tional

\ to charter the aircrall,

Biman yet to lease plane
for Haj pilgrims

By Shehab Ahmed

Bangladesh Biman has
falled to finalise leasing of a
wide-bodled aircraft to ferry at
least 15,000 Haj pilgrims to
Saudi Arabia from March 3.

It 1s facing intense lobbying
by different suppliers offering a
variety ol aircraft, some of
which the airlines never oper-
ated before, Biman sources said.

The management of the na-
airline earlier short-
hsted four out of 24 companies
ut it
failed to arrive at a decision af-
ter several meetings, the last
one taking place yesterday.

The shortlisted companies
include the local representative
of a Nigerian company, which
reportedly did not participate
in the bid earlier, the sources
sald. It offered a Boeing 747 air-
craft from Nigerian Airlines,
which is said to be blacklisted
by the US Federal Aviation
Authority.

The others include the local
agenis of Singapore Airlines
who offered a DC-10. Two other
companies have offered a Rus-
sian IL-86 and a Lockheed Tri-
Star respectively.

Ban}zmcﬁh Biman runs a
fleet of four DC-10s and two
Airbus A 310s. It does not have
crew to operate the other types
of aircraft.

The airline had been facing
intense pressure from the
agents, some of whom backed
by powerful quarters, success-
fully stalling a decision in this
regard, the Biman sources said.

Biman officials declined to
comment on the allegations
about irregularities in selecting
the aircraft for the Haj flight

A meeting
charter of the aircraft for the
Haj flight continued after office
hours yesterday. But it failed to
arrive at a decision. It will be
taken after the Eid holidays,
the sources said.

i

to finalise the:

Gan_ges Barrage Proj_ec_t

WB likely to conduct

feasibility study

The World Bank (WB) is
likely to conduct a feasibility
study on construction of Ganges
Barrage Project. WB sources
said in the city yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

The bank recently conveyed
its desire to the Economic Rela-

‘tions Division (ERD) during

meetings with the senior offi-
ﬂ the government, sources

Bangladesh had proposed to
the WB to become the lead donor
for construction of the Ganges
Barrage. It also held a series of

Ganges Barrage pro-

ERD held a with the
World Bank resident mission
officials in Dhaka in August
last year, earlier, Water Re-
mrcu Minister Abdur Razzak

a

m::tln%r with the World Bank
about the
ject

dell Mills about the barrage
project.

Swvmmmt also t
financial assistance from
prospective donor countries

See Page 12 Col 6

with the WB resi-
dent mission chief Piere Lan-'

Gherao for arrear
wages continues
in 3 jute mills

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 28: The situa-
tion in four private jute mills
remained tense till this cvening
as workers continued to press
the management for Eid bonus,
arrear wages and advance
against the Wages Commission
Award,.

The jute mills officials are
under confinement in their of-
fices and residences since Tues-
gay morning. Additional rein-
forcement of riot police have
been deployed around the mills.

Meanwhile, the Jute Spin-
ners Limited was declared laid
off today.

The management of Sonali
and Ajax jute mills today
agreed only to pay Eid bonus,
but not the arrear wages and
advance against salary. But a

C leader, when ﬂgﬂgﬂqiﬁqﬂ 3
rudodout any Bilo Y oL »
See Page 12 Col 4
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