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Stop BCL Terrorism

We commend last Monday's police drive against

arty cadres on the Dhaka University campus.
l61ultve: naturally activists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League were the target. It is now plain as a pikestaft
that if any collective identity is to be singled out
for actively contributing to the deterioration of
law and order in the country — at least in view of
incidents in the last six months — then it is
Chhatra League, the student front of the ruling
Awami League. From Dhaka University to
Shahjalal University everywhere BCL has been in
the thick of things.

But the place where monstrosity of the BCL
cadres’ oppression has perhaps crossed all limits
of tolerance is in and around Dhaka College. With
Eid approaching these people who have turned two
college hostels into their lairs are making life mis-
erable for the traders and business at the neigh-
bourhood. The name of the BCL leader who report-
edly enjoys tremendous clout with the authorities
ang his accomplices have come up in the press. We
demand of the Home Minister to take initiative to
have these anti-socials arrested before Eid. But for
police to go the whole hog against the criminals,
the party in power has to make an effectual, and
not a rhetorical, stance against the criminals op-
erating under the banner of BCL. None of these spo-
radic police swoops would show any result unless
the party high command takes an inviolate deci-
sion of severing all links with student politics . At
least this has to be made sure that there will be no
fortresses within the party ranks that may stop the
long arm of the law from reaching those perpetrat-

ing crimes by using the party name.

It ought to be remembered that these elements
are not only fast turning into a curse on the civil
society but they are also damaging Awami League’s
image eminently. Weapon brandishing, extortion-
ist cadres cannot be the strength of any party.

If she has any care for her own image and pres-
tige then Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina should
reckon that the seemingly uninterrupted reign of
BCL tyranny is making a mockery of her call to the
law enforcing agency for nabbing criminals irre-
spective of their party identity.

Ugly and Unsafe

Housing is Bangladesh's truly booming sector of
economic activity. But the statement needs to be
qualified for precision's sake. Overall housing sit-
uation in the nation is far from a happy one. De-
spite the fact of BUET churning out a good crop of
fairly competent and even creative architects ev-
ery year since the late sixties, it is a sad fact that
Dhaka's planning and building development has
been, all told, bad to indifferent.

Builders and owners, mostly the latter, have
played a bi%wmle in the bad showing. No doubt
about that. Most of Dhaka's house-builders per-
haps have yet to know about the profession called
architecture. They depend on mason's ideas and
know-how, masons who have all but lost touch
with the enviable building knowledge and skills of
the Pathan, Mughal and earlier times. All this
could be held in check and better — functionally
and aesthetically — buildings and town layouts

could be had to make Dhaka a satisfying and soul
filling habitat for the citizens and an eminently
attractive city for the people around the globe, if
only the successive governments had true and be-
nign, competent and efficient control of the situa-
tion. People occupied areas as best as they could by
means foul and fair and built on them ugly struc-
tures that are hardly serviceable beyond a decade
or two.

Considerations of physical and town planning
and even of aesthetics apart, many of the thou-
sands of new structures are dan?eruusly weak and
unsafe — for the user as well as for those frequent-
ing the vicinity. The Daily Star yesterday reported
demolition of 50 unsafe buildings in the last five
years. It can be taken as a consolation that there
are after all some pengle or agency conscientious
enough to tear down a built-up structure. But a sus-
picion stares us in the face tEat buildings may be
as many as ten times over that would be needing

outright demolition right now. What about those?

The present and immediate past generations of
our leaderships in the various fields have all been
wanting in one thing — vision. That RAJUK had
never had any true vision, was always a fact bare
enough for all to see. What is bedevilling Dhaka's
existence as well as development as a city is cor-
ruption that the set-up is riddled with. If it cannot
be rid of corruption and malpractice, government
will be well-advised to institute another body to vet
housing plans and to monitor the buildin% work as
also the performance of the structures after these
have been put to use.

Good Discharge at Farakka

It is now confirmedfknowledge that the fullness
of the Padma at the Mardinge Bridge owed it not
merely to an upper riparian plenitude but very co-
gently to the expectedly dutifully generous dis-
charges at the Farakka point. The joint expert
committee of the two countries has released data
which show that during the first two ten-day cycles
of this lean season the discharge of water at
Farakka and its availability at the Hardinge
Bﬂdg;ggumt more than doubled the levels of Jan 1-
20, 1997.

We are greatly heartened by this improvement in
the outlook on implementation of the Ganges Wa-
ter-sharing Treaty which went largely by default
last year causing a big heartbreak in Bangladesh.
With the water level at the Hardinge Bridge at one
stage falling even below the lowest point recorded
during the pre-accord proximate year, many
started wondering whether the treaty was being a
stark non-starter in the most crucial launch year.

The monitoring pattern of unrelenting vigil al-
ready established this year with daily measure-
ments of water religiously taken at the relevant

ints in both countries must be maintained till
pril of the current year. Simultaneously, the
other hydrological parameters need to be con-
stantly under watch. In other words, the imple-
mentation machinery will have to be fool-proof

and efficient drawing on the knowledge of the pit-
falls of last {t:ar. 5 ¢ £

It is absolutel

essential that along with trans-
parency secured in the operationalisation of the
treaty our own government ought to release rele-

vant data at regular intervals to keep the people in
picture.
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OIC: Serving an Important Purpose

ORN in Rabat. the capital
Buf Morocco, OIC, the

Organisation of Islamic
Conference, is the largest
Islamic assembly of nations
and responds to a long felt urge
of the Islamic world.

The OIC was born in the
backdrop of arson that burnt
down a large portion of the Al-
Agsa mosque of the famous
Dome of the Rock. Situated in
Jerusalem; this is the third
holiest shrine of Islam. As is
well known, Jerusalem used to
be the first Qibla and the Mus-
lims turned their heads towards
this shrine before deciding on
Makkah-al Mukarramah. Al-
most simultaneously with the
birth of the OIC, an Al-Quds
(Jerusalem) Committee was es-
tablished under the chairman-
ship of His Majesty King Hassan
II of Morocco, with head-
quarters in the Moroccan capi-
tal, Rabat.

The present strength of OIC
is 55 member states. After its
birth it has chosen Jeddah,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as its
headquarters. The organisation
is patterned after the UN with
some important differences.
Like the UN it is a multina-
tional, multilingual secretariat,
which looks after ‘the
functioning of this interna-
tional body. Like the UN, at the
head of the organisation sits a
Secreta? General, elected by
all the Foreign Ministers, who
gather annually in a different
capital. Whereas all the Annual
General Assembly sessions of
the UN are held at the head-
quarters in New York. the An-
nual Foreign Ministers meet-
ings of the OIC are held in dif-
ferent capitals of the member
states. The Secretary General is
assisted by four Assistant Sec-
retary Generals, who too are
elected by the Foreign Ministers
with concurrence of the Secre-
tary General. The Secretary
General and the Assistant Sec-
retary Generals are elected for a
single non-renewable term of
four years. Below them sit Di-
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isation is also located in Jed-
dah. The Head of the Institution
is a Saudi National.

Over the years the OIC has
grown in size. Thus specfalized
institutipns have been added to
this Organisation. The Perma-
nent Committee on Economic
Affairs has its annual meetings
in Istanbul, which is its head-

uarters. There is an Islamic

ultural Affairs Organisation
also housed in the famous
Yildiz Palace of Istanbul. There
is another OIC institution on
Technical and Statistical
matters located in Ankara , the
capital of Turkey. In Islarnabad,
Pakistan, there is a permanent
committee on Science and
Technnlngf. which meets
annually. In Rabat, Morocco,
there is a cultural centre and a
centre for trade in Casablanca.
In Dhaka, Bangladesh there is
an institution, where degree
courses are offered to students
from all over the Islamic world
on engineering subjects.

OIC is an observer at the UN
and its affiliated bodies. The
OIC Ambassadors at the UN
meet annually on the eve of the
UNGA. Subjects concerning the
Ummah are discussed and at-
tempts made to harmonise the
positions of member states.
Bangladesh joined the OIC in
1974, that is three years after
her birth. It was not a simple
matter. It involved the mutual
recognition between Bangla-
desh and Pakistan. Some Arab
States and particularly
President Houari Boumediene
of Algeria, played an important

art. | was Ambassador of

angladesh in Algiers and our
Foreign Minister Dr Kamal
Hossain. paid a visit. Right at
the beginning Bangabandhu
had taken a decision that he
would visit only such capitals
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rectors and they are followed by
a hierarchy of officials, all pro-
vided by various member states.
Until recently, Arabic, English
and French were used as three
working languages. Following
the break up of the Soviet
Union and the joining of a large
number of Russian speaking
Muslim majority states, Rus-
sian has become the fourth
1 age of the OIC.
e membership of the OIC
has been in general on the basis
of countries having a Muslim
majority population. When
OIC was born in Rabat with the
presence of Ambassadors of
grnapective member states, the
ikh Ambassador of India was
present but on Pakistan's ob-
jection had to withdraw. The
yardstick of Muslim majority
is not very strictly applied spe-
cially wi n:%ard to countries
from Africa. By and large a
state is admitted to member-
ship, when it signifies a desire
to become a member and there
is no opposition from any im-
portant member state.

OIC has 55 members spread
over Africa, Asia and the Arab
world. Africa provides nearly
half the members and the Arabs
and Asians dividing almost
equally ‘the rest. Although Is-
lamic Ummah is one and indi-
visible, in practice the three re-
%u;ms are taken into account.

us the practice has been that
the Secretary General rotates
between the regions. The Secre-
tary General is all-powerful in
the OIC. This is in keeping with
the Arab systern of handing
over unlimited powers in the
hands of the 'rais’,

Of the three groups, namely
Arab , African and Asian, the
Arabs play by far the most im-
portant role and particularl
the Arabs of the Gulf. Saudi
Arabia, because of the head-
quarters of the OIC being lo-
cated in Jeddah and because it
is the seat of the Holy Kaaba
and added to it the Hnancial
clout of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, plays a larger role than
any other member state. Alon
with the Secretariat of the OI
the Islamic Development Bank,
the financial arm of the Organ-
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1974: Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

that would recognise the inde-

- pendence of Bangladesh. In the

case of Pakistan this was even
more important. The formula
of mutual recognition between
Bangladesh and Pakistan was
applied. President Boumediene
sent his personal plane to
Dhaka along with a group of
officials to c Bangabandhu
to Lahore in 1974 for the Is-
lamic Summit. The reconcilia-
tion between Bangladesh and
Pakistan took place at the OIC
Summit in Lahore.

Bangladesh has played an
active role in this largest Is-
lamic organisation.
Bangladesh nominated Justice
Abu Sayeed Chaudhury, a for-
mer President of B adesh as
candidate for the post of Secre-
tary General for election in
1979. When it looked pretty cer-
tain that he would be elected,
Pakistan put Gholam Isha
Khan, a senior bureaucrat o
Pakistan as a candidate. An
impasse developed and the
compromise candidate Habib
Chatti of Tunisia was elected. In
the OIC election in the real
sense never takes place but a
consensus is reached and one
Berson is declared elected by the

oreign Ministers. Since
Bangladesh stood down it was
given to understand that at the
next election a Bangladesh can-
didate would be elected the Sec-
retary General. A R S Doha,
Foreign Minister of the Gov-
ernment of H M Ershad was
nominated by the government.
But he failed and his candida-
ture had to be withdrawn in
favour of the Pakistani candi-
date Syed Sharifuddin
Peerzada.

The OIC has faced two major
tests in the political field and
has failed to give a good ac-
count. The first one was the
Iran-Iraq war, which started in
1979 and lasted for eight years.
It was a grave challenge to the
OIC, established on the basis of
Islamic brotherhood. 1 joined

the OIC in tember 1980 and
was assigned the Political De-
partment, Palestine and
Jerusalem, Information and

Legal Affairs. I was the first
deputy of the Secretary General
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and often served as Acling Sec-
retary General. The first OIC
Summit in Saudi Arabia was
inaugurated by King Khaled in
front of the Holy Kaaba, in the
presence of nearly fifty heads of
state and government. The con-
ference then moved to Talif, in
the hills north of Makkah al-
Mukarramah, where an entire
city in marble had been built in
record time. Iran, the aggrieved
party in the war, refu to at-
tend and Habib Chatty was sent
post haste to Tehran to bring
the Iranian delegation to the
conference,

The Furei%n Ministers Con-
ference, a prelude to the summit

was on and | represented the
OIC Secretariat. The summit
decided to set up a peace com-
mittee mmpnsmfﬂfﬂght heads
of state including from
Bangladesh. The peace commit-
tee met at the Royal Palace in
Jeddah, elected president Sekou
Toure of Guinea, Chairman and
quickly adopted a resolution to
be presented to the two warrin
Eartir:s- With a plane provide
y the Saudi authorities the
committee flew the next day to
Tehran and Baghdad. In Tehran
it was rough sailing. The com-
mittee of eight heads of state
was received by Imam Khome-
ini. He poured cold water on the
OIC peace plan by demanding
that the OIC brand Saddam
Hussain, the aggressor. He
would also have nothing to do
with Saddam Hussain. Sekou

Rahman, attending the OIC Conference in Lahore, is seen with

Algerian President Houari Boumedinne and Pakistan Prime Minister Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto at
Shalimar Gardens civic reception.

—PID file photo

Toure's presentation that he
peaking on behalf of one
billion Muslims did not cut an

ice. In Baghdad it was smoot

sailing, for Saddam readily ac-
cepted ' our plan. The fact was
that after some initial successes
on the battlefield Saddam's
forces were on the retreat and
he was prepared for a ceasefire
immediately. The war see sawed
and the crack within the OIC
became visible for all to see. Al-
though it was never spelt out,
the Arabs covertly and some-
times overtly backed their Arab
brother Iraq, whereas Iran had
to fend for herself. Thanks to
her size and resources she more
than held her own.

Many mediators came and
went and the OIC mediation bid
Just about petered out. Finally
after eight years of murderous
war, a settlement was reached
by the intervention of the UN.
Khomeini exclaimed, 'l have
taken poison'! The Iran-Ira
war and more particularly the
impotence of OIC to do any-
thing about it, was a severe
blow to the prestige of this or-

Eﬂﬂisal‘,iﬂn based on Islamic
rotherhood. The second most
severe blow was the aggression
by Irag against tiny Kuwait.

is was a more serious chal-
lenge against the OIC for two
Arab states were locked in frat-
ricidal conflict. The US
mounted a massive campai
against Iraq and pulled some
Arab states on her side and
Turkey provided some support
in the shape of shutting uBF:.cI,lc
pipeline carrying Iraqi oil to
the world market. Here again
OIC remained utterly impotent.
Her authority was severely
shaken.

These two political events
left a deep scar on the psyche of
the OIC. True it has grown in
size and importance over the
years, its membership embraces
the entire Islamic world and

t faced with challenges of the

ind like Iran-Iraq war or Iraqgi
aggression against a tiny
member state, it became a help-
less spectator. More important
in puPular perception, the fail-
ure of the OIC rebounds on the

Sir, Lubna Mariam has done
a painstaking 1|:::+1::+ in focusing
the real issue ol equal rights for
women of Bangladesh in her
article,

It seems v unreal that a
child's nationality depends on
that of the father, and not
mother, in our country. I am

not any legal expert, but to me,

the words 'motherland’ and

‘mother tongue' always seemed

coined because it is the mother
who connects the root of her

child to her land of origin net
the father,

Ms Mariam has drawn many
arguments showing how unjust
it 1s, this decision of denying
the citizenship to two youn
boys (Shonjoy and Eeshan
whose mother (Sayeeda Rah-
man Malkani) is a Bangladeshi.
It is ironic that our mothers do
not have the right to hand over
the rights of citizenship to their

“children. At a time when we are

becoming more understandin
to the fact that women are no
only equal to us, men, but in.a
lot of cases they have super-
seded us, this is quite ridicu-
lous.

This is a major issue and
should be addressed immedi-
ately by not only the women or-
ganisations, but also the con-
scientious citizens of Bang-
ladesh.

Alcku Chuwdhw'i _
54, Kemal Ataturk Ave, Banani,
Dhaka

entire Islamic Ummah. The es-
trangement of Iran from the
OIC has lasted from 1979 till
1997. In December 1997 the OIC
Summit was held in Tehran
and the Government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran staged a
grand show. The reconciliation
of Iran with some of her neigh-
bours was achieved thanks to
astute diplomacy of Iran.

Iran will, thus, preside over
this largest Islamic body for
the next three years. The high
level attendance from countries
like Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
Yassir Arafat of Palestine sig-
nalled the end of cold relations
between Iran and her neigh-
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Arshad-uz Zaman

bours. It is common knowledge
that Iran has been very critical
of the Peace Treaty tween
some Arab States and Israel,
notably Egypt and Palestine. It
is also common knowledge that
Hezbullah guerillas in South
Lebanon are financed and
trained by Iran. Iran was thus
signalling an end to her activi-
ties in the Arab region. She
even extended an olive branch
to the USA and offered dialogue

to sort out the differences. It can

be confidently stated that with
the I[ranian presidency of the
OIC Summit, the organisation
itself has gained in health.
Although the OIC is sup-
posed to involve itself with
l:lrnh]tma concerning the [s-
amic world, in focus has
largely been the Arab problems,

notably the Middle East and
particularly Palestine. All the
member states have to dwell on
the Arab issues as a matter of
routine. Over the years there
has been erosion due largely to
the Arab negotiations with Is-
rael. Diplomatic relations was
taboo for the Islamic world.
That barrier broke down in
1979 when diplomatic relations
were established between Egypt,
the largest Arab state, and [s-
rael. Egypt was expelled from
all the Arab organisations and
after an acrimonious debate in
Fez, she was expelled from the
OIC. She staged a comeback at
the Casablanca Summit in
1984. Full or partial diplomatic
relations have been established
between Israel and Jordan, Mo-
rocco and Tunisia. Meanwhile
Arab pressure continues on
most Islamic countries not to
establish diplomatic relations
with Israel, so that pressure is
exerted on Israel to make an
honourable settlement with the
Arabs — namely Palestine,
Syria and Lebanon.

Turkey, which plays an im-
portant role in the economic
activities of the OIC has seen
her hands tled, due to her long-
standing diplomatic ties wit
Israel. From relations at a low
diplomatic level, they have
blossomed into full diplomatic
relations and lately into coop-
eration in the military field
leading to consternation and
protest from the Arabs and
Iran. As the peace process be-
tween the Arabs and Israel pro-
ceeds, at times haltingly. it is
inevitable that relations will
grow and expand between Israel
and some other member states
of OIC. Turkey is fortunate to
find support from the OIC on
the question of Turkish Repub-

lic of Northern Cyprus. Indeed
OIC is the only international
forum open to the Turkish Re-
public of Northern Cyprus,
where she finds diplomatic
support.

What kind of a future for
OIC? OIC responds to a deep felt
urge among the Muslim
Ummah for a united platform,.
It has steadily grown in size
and continues to attract new
members. It is today an assem-
bly of 55 member states, second
largest international organi-
sation. It has financial clout as
some of the member states have
per capitg income which can be
matched with that of the rich-
est nations on earth.

Islam is the bond that holds
together this assembly - of Is-
lamic nations. Islamic broth-
erhood is the battle cry of the
masses. That is why when an
Iran-Iraq war erupts, tiny
Kuwait is invaded by large Iraq,
there is much hand wringin
throughout the Islamic world.
The OIC has been established
on theft;alsis of the essential
unity of Islam and its e
of brotherhood. Yet th[cngrﬂaagganl-
sation is patterned on the UN,
which is an assembly of mem-
ber states. In theory Islam
knows no boundaries. Yet the
OIC is an Assembly of Nation
States. OIC has not been able to
transcend the Nation State con-
cept and embrace the universal
concept of Islam without bor-
ders. In the world that we live,
for the foreseeable future we are
destined to live as Nation
States. The OIC is serving a very
important purpose by providing
a forum to the entire Islamic
world to ventilate their prob-
lems. Getting to know each
other, through the interaction
of meetings and conferences is
no mean achievement. The OIC
has come to stay.

Based on the author’'s speech
delivered recently at the
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies.

MILITARY HARDWARE
Can We Peep into the Shopping Bag?

by Dr Shahdeen Malik

IfI take a wild guess and think that each of the MIG-29s costs at least US$20 million
..« how many new high schools could have been built in Dhaka with that much of
money? And how many such institutions if we are buying ten MIG-29s?

famous writer once wrote

a novel titled "No one

writes to the Colonel any
more . Probably my memory is
not serving me right and it may
have been a short story. Come
to think of it, may be | did not
even get the title right. Can't
seem to find anything with a
similar title in my
bookshelves. It is not impossi-
ble that the whole thing is my
:mgﬁnatinn. Whatever.

e point is that 1 want to
write to a Colonel of our armed
services, but [ don't know whom
to write to. May be I should try
the Prime Minister who is also
in charge of the Ministry of De-
fence. Probably the President
would be the right as he.
according to our Constitution,
is the Commander in Chief of
the Armed Forces. | don't think
there is any point in writing to
the Secretary. Ministry of De-
fence. as government officials
do not respond to any que
from a citizen. They probably
think that they are prohibited
from doing so under the Official
Secrecy Act or some other simi-
lar childish imagination; let-
ting a citizen know about as-
pects of governance, they prob-
ably think, is a major crime.
Whatever.

The thing is we, as citizens,
need to know. Need to know
how many MIG 29s the govern-
ment is bu . from whom and
for how much. The Prime Min-
ister, acco to the TV news
telecast of the 10th January and
also as reported in the daily
Sangbad on the 11th January
(last page, column 7}, has in-
formed (I take it, us) that be-
sides l,h:I MIE 29s, the govern-
ment is also bu C-130 cargo
aircraft and hfllilguptera. One
can assume that the MIGs
would come from Russia, the C-
130 from the US and the heli-
copters — well let's not indulge
in wild guesses. We know that
far, but we do want to know
more.

Courtesy the Prime Minister,
we do know that we are buying
these, I think, very sophis-
ticated and costly military
hardware, [s there any thin
wrong if we, the citizens, wan
to know more about these
hardware? After all these
things will be bought with our
money and presumably for our
‘defence’.

Most ple who are inter-
ested in these things, i.e. which
country is buying what of
military hardware from whom
and for how much, and if such

ople reside or work in the

est, can ea:'i‘l:r find these de-
tail from a g library. Let me
glve you an example, though
somewhat dated because I
haven't been to a good western
library in recent years and

moreover | did not, until today, -

felt the urge to update myself

*about these . The le

in the table “depicts the
number of aircraft we have
bought from different coun-
tries, from 1972 through 1989,
Is the above table a state se-
cret? Certainly not. You see
there is, again if I remember
right, a central system of regis-
tration for sale and purchase of

allt);peunfm n by one coun-
try from another, mething

similar to, in spirit, our land or

vehicle registration system, If
you buy a piece of land you to
register your purchase with the
land registration office. So, if
one wants to know about
weafon transactions, one can
easily dig up the information
from those sources. However,
there are plenty of secondary

sources for these information,
the most reliable and also the
most widelvy used is the SIPRI
Yearbooks. published annually
by the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute.
The Yearbooks contain all the
information about all the arms
transactjons, not only about
aircraft.

Recendy | had checked with
the major libraries in Dhaka
and no one seems to subscribe
to this Yearbook and hence the
information is not readily
available to the citizens of this
country. And that was the rea-
son for my s&)ving earlier that if
one were in West one could eas-
tly know more about the arms
transaction the Honourable
Prime Minister so fleetingly
mentioned. Needless to say the
SIFRI Yearbook is not the only
source, Alas, the other relevant
publications are also not avail-
able locally.

By now, I hope the readers
won't think that I am raising

questions about state secrets, -

Because we don't have access to
the publications (SIPRI Year-
book costs around $2,000/- and
we all know that our libraries
have money for salaries and
not for books). may I now, very
hopefully, request the authori-
ties to provide us with more in-
formation about how much
money they are spending for
these fancy goodies. After all,
we do spend three times more
on the 120,000 or so members of
the armed forces and their
Equigment than we spend on
the health services for all the

Alrecraft

120 million or so people of this
country.
The city of Dhaka with its
eight or more million people,
we all know, has only 24 gov-
ernment high schools and not a
single new one has been built
for almost two decades now.
And we have built more can-
tonments than polytechnic in-
strtutions since ‘the liberation.
If I take a wild guess and think
that each of the MIG-29s costs
at least USS20 million, then
will you, dear reader, take a
.guess as to how many new high
schools could have been built in

Dhaka with that much of
money? And how many such
institutions if we are buying ten
MIG-29s? We have to guess be-
cause we don't know. May be our

esses would be wrong. So, will
the authorities correct us and
tell us why are they spending so
much money fureKII s instead
of schools and hospitals? We
have a right to know and we
need to decide whether we want
a country which spends hun-
dreds of millions of dollars on
milit hardware when liter-
ally millions of children suffer
from malnutrition and are
without education. shelter or
warm clothes; notwithstanding
the recent parody of distribu-
tion of a few hundred pieces of
warm clothes by the Prime
Minister and, almost, her entire
Cabinet and farcical shrills of
others about 'reduction sale' of
our sovereignty.

The writer, an Advocate. is
Advisor, Bangladesh al Aid
and Services Trust (B

procured by Bangladesh, 1972-1989

Number | Number | Aircralt | Aircraft
ordered | delivered | model designa-
| tien
3 An-12; Transport
Cub-A
4 ]: [OHCS | Transpont
— Otter
1 DHC4 Transport
Caribour
SA-136B | Helicopter
AN-24 Tran
MIG-21MF | Fighter
MiG-21 Trainer
| UTI
1973 2 2 Wessex | Helicopter
5 B Mi-8Hip | Helicopter
| 1974 UssR | 1 1 Yak40 | VIP Use
1974 | 1975-76 China | % » F-6 Fighter
1975 China 4 ] MiG-15 Trainer
! uTl
1876 197 USA 6 [ Model Helicopter
SRS = | ana
1977 1977 France | 6 6 Super Trainer
1979 1979 China 12 12 BT$ Frainer
1983 China 10 10 F-6 ter
1980 1980 France | 4 4 Super Trainer
Iﬂm USA 4 4 Model Helicopter
212
1981 1961 USA 2 2 Model | Helicopter
2061 w
1981 USSR | 3 3 An—26
1985 1985 France | § 5 Super Trainer
1985 USA 2 2 Model Trainer
7
1987 ? indone | 1 ? AS-332 Helicopter
sla
1969 190091 | Pakista | ® ) F6 Fighter
n
1989-90 China | @ .1} A5
1980 China | % 16 F-7

(Compiled from M Brzoska and T Ohison, Arms Transfer fo the Third Workd
1992/

1871-1985, Oxtord, 1987; and SIPR Yearbook, 1964 and 1988 through



