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| DCCI submits | R=

memo to PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged the
members of the business com-
munity to make the best utilisa-
tion of the existing liberal in-
dustrial policy and contribute
to the progress and prosperity
of the country, report jes.

Talking to a DCCI delegation
at her office, she said, "The gov-
ernment has given priority on
economic diplomacy and the
Bangladesh missions abroad
have been directed to put em-
phasis on attracting trade and
investment in the country.”

The delegation of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) led by its Presi-
dent R Maksud Khan and senior
vice president Masudur Rah-
man called on the Prime Minis-
ter to anriﬁe her of various as-
pects of the business commu-

nit{_.h

e business leaders submit-
ted a memorandum containin
the problems and prospects o
the business community,

They appreciated the three-
nation business summit held in
Dhaka at the personal initia-
tive of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and suggested an action
plan for successful implemen-
hﬂtlun of the summit declara-

on.

They expressed satisfaction
over the government's decision
to give top priority to power
generation and set up a recep-
tion cell and one-stop service
cell for the foreign investors
under the Board of Investment

(BOI).

The delegation members in-

cluded Zafar Osman, Moham-

mad Habibullah, AFM Obaidur
Rahman, Khandaker A Salam,
Waliur Rahman, Reazuddin,
Aftabul Islam, Ashraf Ibn Nur,
Jahurul Islamm Chowdhu
lam Mustafa and AM Mubash-
Sher.

Trophies for best
exporters Feb 12

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will distribute National

Export Trophies among the best
exporters of 1993-94, 1994-95
and 1995-96 [iscal years al the
Osmani Auditorium at 10.00
am on February 12, reports
UNB.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed, high
government officials.
representatives and chiefs of
different missions in Bangla-
desh, will attend the function.

AL reaction

From page 1

the issue he discussed with the
BNP. -

Meanwhile, speculations are
there that Holzman may medi-
ate between ruling party and
BNP. Holzinan's meeting Begum
Khaleda Zia was part of his on-
going parleys with BNP leaders
at different tiers on the parlia-
mentary stand-off, sources
said. BNP has been boycotting
parliament since August 30 last
year.

50 buildings

From page 1

said Aminur Rahman.

The * steering committiee
which drafted the BNBC, 1993,
was formed in June 1991, The
18-member body headed by the
chief architect, department of
architecture, Ministry of
Works, also had representation
from the Institute of Engineers,
Institute of Architects, Rajuk,
Fire Service and Civil Defence,
Standards Testing Institution,
Genlugical Survey of
Bangladesh, BUET and Military
Engineering Services.

Another 16 editorial sub-
committees were formed with
engineers from various profes-
sions for preparing the BNBC.

The BNBC provides a uni-
form standard covering all as-
pects of piannin% design, and
construction of buildings, in-
cluding electrical, mechanical,
sanitary and other services.

To preserve the cultural her-
itage of the nation, special re-
quirements and waivers for al-
teration and renovation of
buildings of historical and ar-
chitectural value have been
specified in the Code.

It also out lines the adminis-
trative requirements for en-
forcement of the code.

Consldering the difficulty in
maintaining adequate techni-
cal personnel for enforcing and
verifying compliance with di-
verse provisions of the code, a
professional practice-based cer-
tification, enforcement and
administrative structure has
been proposed in the code.

The code specifies the re-
quirements for five prevention

and protection measures in the
huncﬂn%].

The lire protection require-
ments of the code are based on
the principle of providing rea-
sonable protection within
achievable means.

The code also provides for
'safe and scientific demolition’
of buildings where necessary.

. Go-
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through the gates at Senen train station in Jakarta yesterday. Millions of Indonesians
return hume to the provinces this week to celebrate Eid and with the country's current
economic downturn, the government has subsidized train tickets to offset the price of

travelling home.

— AP/UNB photo

First two cycles this yr

Quantum of water double
at Hardinge Bridge point

The quantum of water
Bangladesh received at -the
Hardinge Bridge point in the
river Padma in the first two cy-
cles of current lean period is
more than double compared to
the same period of last year, re-
ports UNB.

Official data shows that on
an average, 182 286 cusec water
was discharged at the point dur-
ing January 1-10 period this
year as against 70,829 cusec in
the corresponding period of
1997.

In the same period, 164,763
cusec water was discharged at
the Farakka point as against
62,019 cusec in the correspond-
ing period of the previous year.

During January 11-20 cycle,
154,292 cusec water was dis-
charged at the Hardinge Bridge
point as against 55,788 cusec in
the corresponding period of
1997,

At the Farakka point, the
quantum of discharged water
was 135,591 cusec this year as
against 49,556 cusec in the cor-
responding period of last year.

The highest 200,765 cusec
water was available on January
1. the first day of the first cycle
ol this year's lean period, at the
Hardin%e Bridge point.

The lowest quantum of water

BB showcause
From page 1

Anisur Rahman Khan, Anisur
Rahman, Barek, Ahsan Habib,
Nani Gopal, Anisur Rahman,
Abdul Jalil, and Hanif.

UNB adds: The BB authori-
ties yesterday put all the CBA
and non-CBA union offices of
Bangladesh Bank and its
branch and regional offices un-
der lock and key.

The Bank officials with po-
lice escorts locked the union of-
fices in the morning following
the decision of Sunday’'s meet-
ing by the Bangladesh Bank au-
thorities.

The government earlier de-
cided to ban trade union activi-
ties in the central bank after a
top official of the bank was
roughed up by some trade union
activists.

Heavy contingent of police
are guarding the Bank offices
since January 19 after the un-
toward incident.

available at the same point was
142,440 cusec on January 20,
the last day of second cycle of
the lean season, a PID handout
said.

The handout said the data
was prepared on the basis of
daily measurement of water at
Hardinge Bridge and Farakka
points fy a joint expert com-
mittee of Bangladesh and India.

It refuted the reports pubn-
lished in a section of newspa-
pers about non-availability of
water during the current i’ean
period as per the Ganges Water-
sharing Treaty signed between
Bangladesh and India.

Mills, shops
gutted 1n
Sitakundu

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 26: A
devastating fire damaged prop-
erty worth about Tk two crore at
Boradarogarhat under
Sitakundu thana this morning,
sources in the area said.

Fire Brigade however esti-
mated the loss at about Tk one
Crore,

Fire Brigade said seven rice
mills, one rice fattening mill,
one ice factory, 30 shops and
two dwelling houses were gutted
in the fire that originated from
an oven.

Fire Brigade personnel put
out the fire in about two hours.

Mugger beaten
up at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 26: A
mob set fire to an autorickshaw
and beat up its driver and an
alleged mugger in it this after-
noon at Medical College Road
under Panchlaish thana, police
said.

Two other alleged muggers

to escape.

The incident occurred at
around 4:30 pm when three al-
leged muggers on board the au-
torickshaw, attempted to
snatch gold ornaments from a
woman on a rickshaw.

The mob rushed to the spot
as the woman raised a hue and
cry, police said.

IFIC board claim

From page 1

branch of IFIC Bank had pur-
chased 205 cheques and 56 pay
orders according to banking
rules and regulations. It was °
found that cheques were some-

times purchased outside the ap-

proval power.

According to IBP policy. the
management of the bank has
the authority to approve IBPs
worth upto 15 aﬁh. But all
the 157 cheques and pay orders
were above 15 lakh.

The board further said that
these IBPs created through pur-
chase of cheques were later ad-
justed. After adjusting the IBPs,
these were sent to the head of-
fice by the branch concerned for
'post facto' approval.

The board further said the
advances were adjusted in time
and this did not hurt the inter-
est of the public, depositors or
shareholders of the bank. Had
the head office officials made
any adverse comment or sought
any direction, the board could
take necessary action.

The board has pointed out
that the Dhanmondi branch of
IFIC had meanwhile been au-

| dited both by the bank's inter-
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nal audit team and Bangladesh
Bank's annual audit team. None
of the reports of the audit teams
mentioned about the IBP trans-
actions.

The managing director of
IFIC has verbally informed the
board members that he was not
aware of the purchase of
cheques, nor did he give any
verbal or written direction of
Run:hase cheques. The bank

as given strict directives to the
branch concerned to abstain
from such activities after being
informed of the matter, the
Board said in the letter.

It has also asked the branch
not to buy cheques without ap-

roval from proper authority.

e branch has also been asked
to strictly go by the rules while
dealing in matters relating to
the interests of directors, it
added.

The board, after receiving
the notice of the BB, has taken
ste‘?s to identify if any official
had performed any illegal act in
the purchase of cheques and
orders, the Hﬂa:"ﬁl said. e
board has already formed an
investigation committee and
has taken all steps to take ac-
tions against the persons re-
sponsible for the misdeeds.

The letter maintained that
the bank had earned Tk 45.31
lakh as interest and commis-
sion by adjusting the IBPs.

"“The bank remained in a
profitable position rather than
i:;lcurrtngd any Ié:mn in the
cheque and pay order purchase
business," the goard !-apld.

| with Tullow now," sai

Meeting today to
finalise details

of Feb 10 arms

surrender

By Special Correspondent

A high-level meeting at Chit-
tagong today will finalise the
details of the ceremonial sur-
render of arms by Shantibahini
at Khagrachhari Stadium on
February 10.

The meeting will be presided
by Minister Kalpa Ranjan
Chakma, who is going to head
the CHT and tribal affairs min-

istry.
Today's meeting is also ex-
pected to p  the budget and

other details of the ceremony
which will be attended by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The first batch of Shan-
tibahini, the armed cadre of
PCJSS, will surrender their
arms under the leadership of
Shantu Larma on February 10.

Meanwhile, it was learnt
that the Shantibahini has
started preparing their cadres
for the surrender ceremony.

BCL leader

From page 1
open two rooms of Mohsin Hall
occupied by the influential
leaders of the Ratan-Tomi
group, witnesses said. Police
also raided the Zahurul Hagq
Hall.

BCL sources said that police
conducted the raid sensing a
major violence on the campus
following the clash between the
two feuding groups of BCL over
submitting tender forms.

Tension mounted further on
the DU campus as an activist of
the Tomi-Ratan group was
stabbed on the DU campus on
Sunday by the activists of the
rival Shamim group of BCL.

Activists of Shamim group.
who dominate the campus,
mainly live in Zahurul Haq and
Salimullah Halls of the uni-
versity. Recently, they ousted
the activists of Ratan-Tomi
‘g_lrnup based in Zahurul Haq

all, from the DU campus. They
were later rehabilitated by the
BCL high command in Mohsin
Hall. Recently, they have ousted
some activists of the Shamim
group from Mohsin Hall ignit-
ing the tension.

Campus sources said that
both the groups had mobilised
large number of aims in the
halls as preparation for a pos-
sible clash. However, police
during yesterday's raids could
not recover any arms,

Abduction

From page 1

far revealed that the incident
was sequel to a feud among the
neighbouring families. The real
cause behind the incident will
be revealed only after the girl is
rescued, he observed. Senior
police officials were monitor-
ing the case he said and hoped
that the girl will be rescued

soon.

The SP also said the case was
being prbcessed to bring charges
against the accused under rl%xe
Women and Children Repres-
sion Act of 1995,

Talks fail
From page 1

However, a few days before
the US joint venture made a
positive gesture, Malaysian
company Petronas and US
company Mobil made a similar
gesture and it was immediately
asked to attend a meeting over
blocks 9 and 11. After Chevron-
Texaco expressed their keen-
ness to be Tullow's partner in
Block 9, the government
changed its mind and offered
Petronas-Mobil to be Tullow's
partner in Block 11 only.

Afterwards, talks between
Petronas-Mobil and Tullow did
not take place and Petronas-
Mobil informed the govern-
ment that they were ngﬁeved
by the government's shifting
decisions.

"It's not clear whether the
Petronas-Mobil joint venture
will be invited for n
a source,

Clinton denies having

affair with Lewinsky

WASHINGTON, Jan 26: Pres-
ident Bill Clinton forcefully re-
iterated his denial tndairl that he
had a sexual relationship with

a young aide and attempted to

cover it up, reports AFP.

"These allega
the President said at a White
House event on education, re-

peating his public denials of the
affair made Wednesday and

Thursday.

"I did not have sexual rela- ~

tions with that woman, Miss
Lewinsky. I never told anybody
to lie, not a single time," Clin-
ton said.

Clinton is alleged to have
had an 18-month affair with
Monica Lewinsky, who an as
a White House intern in 1995 at
age 21,

Lewinsky also denied the
affair in a sworn deposition is-
sued in a sexual harassment
case against Clinton but in se-
cretly recorded tapes she is re-

tions are false.”

portedly heard discussing the

affair and her intention to lie

about it.

Aides to Clinton have been

workin
sponse
his presidency, ahead of his all-
important State of the Union
address Tuesday.

feverishly on a re-

Clinton noted in his brief

remarks that he was working
hard on the annual speech be-
fore Congress and said: "l need
to go back to work."

AP adds: Whitewater inves-
tigators are preparing to ques-
tion aides and E‘ien s of Presi-

dent Bill Clinton before a fed-

eral grand jury.

€ question of when Clin-

ton would deal with the swirl of
allegations in detail hung over

Washington Monday. e're
working this out almost hour
by hour.” White House commu-
nications director Ann Lewis
said on NBC's "Today" show.

the crisis, the worst of

Bangabandhu murder

cross-examined by the lawyers
for the accused when the court
will resume on February 2 after
the Eid vacation.

General Khalil sald Khan-
daker Mushtaque Ahmed,
Taheruddin Thakur, KM
Obaidur Rahman and Shah
Moazzem Hossain seemed to be
very closely related by their ac-
tions after the August 15 inci-
dent.

He said. "Those four along
with Nurul Islam Manju were
sort of detained after Col
Shafaat Jamil compelled
Mushtaque to resign and didn't
allow them to leave Bangabha-
ban on November 5 morning.”

Shafaat Jamil had also
forced Mushtaque to form an
enquiry’ commission on the
killing of four leaders in Dhaka
Central Jail, said General
Khalil, who was made Chief of
Dg{gtlcc Staff on August 24,
| ;

49 undertrial
prisoners freed

The government on the oc-
casion of Eid-ul-Fitr has re-
leased 49 undertrial prisoners
from various jails of the coun-
try on special consideration,
reports UNB.

The prisoners had been de-
tained on charge of minor of-
fences, said an official handout
yesterday.

The government ho that
the released people will lead a
normal life as good citizens and
play due role in socio-economic
development of the country.

Arrested smuggler
escapes from

Port thana

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 26: An
alleged smuggler arrested by
lice last night, fled from the
ort thana custody this morn-
ing:rgolicc said.
e accused, identified as
Shamsul Huq, was arrested last
night with some contraband

cigarettes, police said.

Sonia
From page 1

Earlier, a close aide of the
51-year-old said she would con-
test the February-March polls
from her husband's con-
stituency of Amethi in northern
India.

But the statement said:
"While acknowledging her de-
sire to deepen her relation with
the constituency of her late
husband she has decided that
for now she will not contest the
elections.” °

The source in the Congress
party said the decision was
taken "mainly to avert a power
struggle” in the once-dominant

party.
"‘Fl’ncr: is bound to be a tussle
for the top party post now. At
the time of elections this is un-
called for. Sonia's decision not
to contest should be taken in
Lthis context,” the source said.

Dhaka welcomes

From page 1

tion. But we would like them to
go a little further to express
thei;utrt%%ret for l]?f: crir]ncsf
com ainst the people o
Ba ::‘1.+t;lt:zil'1ﬂf‘g Peap

e said Sharif "would also
punish those responsible for
the genocide committed in
Bangladesh during the War of
Liberation.”

Pakistan should now recog-
nise that Bangladesh is a real-
ity and that both the countries
should live as sovereign and in-
dependent states, the official

d, adding that "there should
be friendly and cordial rela-
tions between Bangladesh and
Pakistan similar to the one

that exists between two
um-:r:lfn states.”
As lor repatriation of the

stranded Pakistanis, the offi-
cial said, "we ho Pakistan
will make evell:y ort to raise
u
n

e
the nece nd." He said on
the part of Ea

adesh "we will
cooperate with Pakistan in the

process of repatriation.”

Replying to a question, he
nald'efcnre:fetturm:lv: any

tiations | formal communication from

Pakistan on the matter,”

of the

Youth and Sports Secre!.uPr
ASM Shahjahan and other of-
ficials were also present at the

But, the witness said, Mush-
taque earlier told his secretary
Mahbub Alam Chashi that he
knew everything when "IG of
Police Nurul Islam and [ tried to
take the matter to the Presi-
dent.”

The retired General sald the
then Defence Advisor Osmany
and he himself had tried to re-
strain Shafaat Jamil and other
officers from shooting when
carrying firearms, they entered
the room where the cabinet was
meeting on November 4 after-
noon.

Earlier on November 3, the
four national leaders were
killed inside the Dhaka Central
Jail and Major Rashid and his
accomplices had left the coun-
try for Bangkok, said the wit-
Ness,

Beginning his lengthy depo-
sition. General Khalil said that
after the repatriation from
Pakistan on December 23, 1973,
he foung discontent among the
armed forces personnel over the
then pay commission.

"It was unprecedented in the
world that a same pay commis-
sion was formed both the civil
and military officials and this
created resentment among the
forces rsonnel.” the retired
General said.

He said, "Deputy Chiel of
Army Staff Major General Zi-
aur Rahman was a member of
the pay commission as a repre-
sentative of the armed forces,
but he didn't raise the point to
the commission. He should
have done it."

The PW mentioned the ap-
pointment of Major General KM
Shafiullah as another reason
for resentment among a section
of senior army officers.
"Though both of them were
commissioned on the same da
and Zia was senior, Shaliulla
was made the chief.”

.Khaleda

From page 1

with India and the agreement
on Chittagong Hill Tracts,
signed by the present govern-
ment.

"Bangladesh is not getting as
much water as it was available
before signing the treaty,” she
said and alleged that the CHT
accord is part of the conspiracy
to split the country.

"All the accords signed dur-
ing the present regime are
merely the ments of direct
or indirect slavery.”

The BNP Chairperson said
this government has been creat-
ing unrest in the name of estab-
lishing peace.

Turning to economic situa-
tion, she said the government
has crippled the economy by
destroying local industries and
opening the borders to create
market for Indian goods.

Begum Zia said the expatri-
ate citizens, who are the coun-
try's representatives abroad,
are observing with deep concern
the deteriorating socio-eco-
nomic condition in Bang-
Iadc?]h. o

She called upon the expatri-
ate Bangladcﬂhi[:) to join the on-

oing movement, initiated by
NP to protect the country’s in-
dependence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

Expatriate B%P leaders
Fayezullah Nayeem, Maulana
Abdur Rahman., Maulana
Nizam Uddin, Oliur Rashid, Ar-
ifa Jesmin, Lisa Islam, Masirat
Rifa were, among others, pre-
sent.

BCB asked

From page 1]
Minister for Youth and Sports
Obaidul Quader, Bir Bahadur,
AKM Shameem Osman and Ab-
dur Rashid Sarkar were pre-
sent.

The meeting welcomed the
decision to hold election in ev-
ery sports federation to ensure
H'nnuparcncy and accountabil-

y.

It also decided that the MPs
will now receive their allotted
sports materials from the Na-
tional Sports Council Bhaban,
and directed the authorities
concerned to ensure the quality
rts materials.

Consultation meet
on Japanese
grant ends

The two-day annual consul-
tation on Japanese grant and
technical assistance for
Bangladesh concluded in
the city on Sunday. reports
UNB.

Detailed discussions on the
orientation of future Japanese
Official Development Assis-
tance (ODA) was held during the
consultation between the
Japanese and B adesh dele-
ations. Takeshi Yagi, Director,

rant Aid Division of the Eco-
nomic Cooperation Bureau, led
the six-member Japanese team.

Both sides agreed on the need
lo set clear priorities on the
ODA programme and on health
and medical services, human
resources development, envi-
ronment as well as poverty re-
duction and water resources
management, said a Japanese
Embassy press release yester-
day.

The Japanese team ex-
plained the latest policy stance
on ODA and stressed the impor-
tance of ownership or Stlf—l!fglp
efforts of the recipient coun-
tries, especially in view of the
reduction of the ODA budget for
1998 fiscal year by 10 per cent.

Ex-minister Sohrab
Hossain dead

Former minister and a close
associate of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Sohrab Hossain, died in the city
{Jcr?éerday. He was 77, reports

Hossain had been suffcl'inF
from complex diseases. He left
behind his seven sons, one
daughter and a host of relatives
and admirers.

The body of Sohrab Hossain
will be kept at the BIRDEM hos-

ital till Wednesday murninF.

is namaj-e-janaza will be held
the same day after Johr prayers
al the Baitul Mokarram Na-
tional Mosque.

Another namaj-e-janaza
will be held at Magura, the birth
Elace of late Hossain, on Thurs-

ay.

Lailatul Qadr
observed

Holy Shab-e-Qadr, the most
beneficent night of all nights
was observed lastnight thro-
ughout the country with due
religious solemnity, reports
BSS. -

The Holy Quran was revealed
on this night to show the
mankind, the path of truth and

peace.

Muslims across the country
like elsewhere in the world
offered night-long prayer
seeking divine blessing of the

Almighty Allah,
President Shahabuddin #

Ahmed and Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina gave separate

es on the occasion of the

holy Shab-e-Qadr. Bangladesh

Betar and Bangladesh Tele-

vision have put ug special
ti

programmes highli the
significance of the ﬂigght.n1g

The Ministry of Religio
Alfairs earlier uryrged mogcllug

authorities to arrange s al
prayer for the country's 1:?;1::
progress and prosperity.

Indian HC hosts
reception

The High Commissioner of
India and Mrs Deb Mukharji
hosted a reception yesterday
evening at their residence on
the occasion of Republic Day of
India, reports BSS,

Fallow land

From page 1°
der the Works Ministry, said an
official handout,

The meeting was informed
that the government will take
up the project to construct cul-
tural, recreational and inter-
national trade centres, park
and lake there through UK.

The mcf:tinﬁ also decided to
rehabilitate the illegal occu-
pants of the land.

Communication Minister
Anwar Hossain, State Minister
for Land Rashed Mosharraf and
senior officials attended the
meeting.
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