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CWS SNaps
Erratic power supply in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, Jan 26: Erratic power supply and frequent load-
shedding have made the life unbearable in the district, reports

UNB
avated further during the holy month of

The situation
Ramadan and the tees have been fac problems in offer-

their “tarabi’ Jn'agcrs Residents of Maijdee town and its ad-
ng areas and Choumuhuni, a commercial hub of the dis-
edding at If-

ct, are the worst sufferers. They even face load-sh

tar time everyday. The uency of load shedding has in-
creased du the month of . said local ple adding
that they used to face one to two hours of power failure in the

past. But now they face it four to five times a day with a duration
of even five hours. Some small industries in the district have
been forced to shut down due to the erratic power supply.

5 arrested on charge of piracy

KHULNA, Jan 26: Police arrested five people on charge of
piracy from Machmara e in Mongla thana on Friday and
recovered illegal firearms from their possession, reports UNB.

They were identified as Alamgir, 35, Malek, 25, Habib, 49,
Jahangir, 27, and Amir, 24, A case was filed with the police. In
another drive, police nabbed a yo man from Sher-e-Bangla
road of the city with a piPeg'un while he along with his two ac-
complices were allegedly preparing for kidnapping. The ar-
rested was identified as Selim Bachchu, 22. His accomplices
managed to flee the scene.

Work of BSCIC estate starts

SUNAMGANJ, Jan 26: The work of the BSCIC industrial
town has started at Wazekhali in the municipality area here,

reports UNB.
Some 116 industrial units will be set up in the 'Shilpa Na-
gari' which is being at a cot of Tk 4.85 crore on over 15

acres of land. Officials said as the first step earth work has been
started under annual development programme. The earth work
will cost Tk 1.39 crore. But, the sources said, the work was
hampered because of a dispute over the approach land. BSCIC
officials requested the Deputy Commissioner to hand over the
land to them, but no decision was taken as yet in this regard
crea obstacle in the p of earth work. The sources said
various industries including glass factory, lime factory, cement
factory. soap factory, engineering plant, textile mill and fish-
eries units would be set up there. "The decision to set
up an industrial town in Sunanzﬁanj was taken 7 years ago and
the land for it was acquired by the Ministry of Industries in Au-

gust 1990.
BKB target to disburse agri-loan

RAJBARI, Jan 26: Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) has set a
target to disburse Tk 12 crore agri-loan in four thanas of the
district in the current fiscal year, rts UNB.

According to the official sources, EKB has already disbursed
Tk 5 crore am 4,914 farmers d the last six months till
December and sed Tk 5.04 crore outs loan from the
farmers d the period. Of the disbursed loan, Tk 3.37 lakh
was disbu for crop cultivation and rest in other sectors. in-
cluding poultry and dairy farming and cow fattening.

Peanut farming gains momentum

NARAIL, Jan 26: Cultivation of peanut has gained popular-
ity in the district as the plain and san landunnmegnkln
river Nabaganga and Madhumoti p suitable, UNB.

Last year, some 8,000 hectares of land in district were
brought under the peanut cultivation with a production of
10, metric tons. Growers here alleged that a section of un-
scrupulous traders have hoarded the peanut seeds causing its
acute scarcity while Indian smuggled groundnut seeds are
available in the market and forcing them to cultivate ground
nut on their lands. Moreover, they have no practical knowledge
about the cultivation of peanut. required for manufacturin
nutritious drink such as Horlics, Boost and Viva. Farmers sai
a maund of seeds are bci:& sold between Tk 1,400 and Tk 1,500
in the market. So, they failed to procure seeds at an exorbitant
price. The growers in the region are needed government patron-
isation for intensive cultivation of peanut.

Leprosy Day observed

.+ KHULNA, Jan 26: World Leprosy Day was observed here in
oKhulna as elsewhere in the cuunu‘%ﬁw& L R
. The daﬁ'? ﬂr ramme included a rally at the local Saheed

o

Hadis Par by a procession. Latér, a discussion meet-
ing was held at the Im:aPBMA Auditorium. Presided over by
Civil Surgeon Khulna, Dr Habibur Rahman the meeting was
also addressed, among others, by Dr Syed Mahfuzul Huq former
Deputy Director of Health, Dr Abul Kashmen, Dr Yu Toka Ishida
and Sister Helena. Speakers at the meeting the speakers
stressed the need for creating awareness about the multidrug
treatment of the disease and easy cure.

Warm clothes distributed

JAMALPUR, Jan 26: Two hundred fifty pieces of chaddar
and warm d_]umperu were distributed among the cold-stricken
poor and distressed by the Deputy Commissioner, Jamalpur,
Achyata Pada Goswami recently, district administration
sources, said, reports BSS.

The same sources said that responding to the call of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, the deputy commissioner cancelled
the iftar party of district administration and the money allo-
cated for the purpose was utilised for distrlhutlnﬂ winter clothes
to the needy and poor people staying in the railway platform.
foot paths and verandahs of the road-side buildings.

Massive wheat farming scheme

MADARIPUR, Jan 26: A scheme has been taken up
71,980 hectares under high yielding variet
tricts in the current winter season, reports

According to

to bring
wheat In five dis-

NB.

Agriculture Extension Department, the dis-

tricts are Faridpur, Rajbari, Madaripur, Gopalgan] and Shari-

atpur. The AED also have set up 35 integrated demonstration
plots in these districts to acquaint the farmers with the scien-
tific methods of cultivation. Besides, Bangladesh iculture
Development Corporation (BADC) will supply HYV seeds and

other necessary inputs to the farmers at fair prices to make th
scheme a success. g )

78 uplift schemes undertaken at Hajeeganj

CHANDPUR, Jan 26: Hajeeganj municipality has under-
taken a comprehensive plan to implement ?g development
gg:ék at a cost of Taka two crore in the current year, reports

Hawkers market has been completed at a cost of Tk 70 lakh
to accommodate about two hundred hawkers. Other develop-
ment work includes construction and re-construction of roads.
bridges. culverts and drainages. Besides, 40 more development
work will be implemented at a cost of Tk 23 lakh.

Manikganj villages electrified

MANIKGANJ, Jan 26: Manikganj Palli Bidyut Samiti com-
pleted a massive programme of giving 40218 lines electric con-
nection covering 1539 kilometre in seven thanas of M i,
one thana in Tﬁaﬂ and one in Sirajgan| district up to last
month, .

The thanas are M anj sadar, Harirampur, Shibalaya,
Ghior, Daulatl'::_ur. Saturia and Singair in Manikganj district,
Nageuaur of Tangail district and Chowhali of Sirajganj dis-
. triet. Manikganj Palli Bidyut Samity has alrcadcr given a total

of 34,404 consumer lines including 27,631 domestic, 4716
commercial and 512 industrial connections in the areas. The
samity has also given electric connection in 278 deep tub-

s, 767 ow tubewells and 5 low-lift pumps (LLP). After

completion of the programme the le of 385 villages are be-
ing gcncﬁted PR =

2 more killed in road mishap
JHENIDAH, Jan 26: Two person were killed and 20 others
injured. four of them seriously, in a road accident on Jhenidah-
ulna highway in Jhenidah town recently, reports BSS.
Police and tnesses said, the driver of a Khulna-bound
bus from Barisal lost control over the steering. The bus rammed
into a tree and turned turtle. Two persons died on the

t, four injured passengers were rushed to Jhenidah
% m‘fﬂ"r‘{e I':I-odlnapwcrc sent to sadar hospital for post

mortem. Police seized the vehicle. The driver to flee
after the accident. A case was filed with sadar thana.

LGED projects' works programming

BARISAL, Jan 26: The construction of 225 projects in 10
thanas of Barisal district has been progressing fast in the cur-
rent fiscal year, reports BSS.

According to an official source, Local Government Engineer-
ing t (LGED) has been implementing 8 projects with
the tion of over 1,609 tonnes of wheat and the rest 217
projects at a cost of Tk 16.10 crore. The projects to be imple-
mented included construction of bridges, roads, Harring Bone
Bond (HBB) and earth work for Growth Centre Connecting Road
(GCCR). Meanwhile, on an a 80 per cent work on these -
projects has already been com till December and the rest
is expected to be completed next June.
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Innocent smile of farmers of Bangladesh following hard toil of the day.
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'''''''''''''

Cargo with banned
SSP fertiliser

se1zed
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 26:
CI™ police of Narayanganj have

unearthed imported huge quan-
ti{ty of banned granular SSP fer-
‘Tliser.

1 2y seized a cargo at the
Hmnd?;l iganj Port carryin
16.5 -ags of unauthori
granuiar SSP fertiliser on Sat-
urday afternoon.

The fertiliser was imported "

from China under the cover of
powder SSP fertiliser which
was unloaded by a Chinese ship
at the Chittagong port recently,
police said.

The fertiliser was imported
in the name of Monir Enter-
prise, a local importing farm.,
and through a Dhaka-based in-
denting company, Overseas Ex-
port-lmport Company, they
added. A Chinese company
called "Guizhoo Anfa Phospho-
rus Chemicals” is the exporter

of the goods.

The government banned the
import of granular SSP fer-
tiliser on March 4. 1994 and
prohibited its sale in the coun-

after Decemnber 31 last year.

eantime, the High Court on a
writ petition by three distribut-
ing farms has stayed the gov-
ernment's prohibition order for
six weeks, expiring on February
22 this year.

Proprietor of the importing
farm is absconding since the
cargo named Kanak Master was
detained. The Deputy Commis-
sioner and officials of the Agri-
cultural Extension Department
on Sunday visited the seized

mlm-m@ e

1 kalled, 40 hurt
in Gopalgan;j

road accident
From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Jan 26: One
person was killed and 40 others
including 5 women were injured
in a road accident at Bherarhat
on Gopalganj-Takerhat road on
January 18 afternoon.

The dead was identified as

Bidhan Chandra Biswas, 48,
school teacher of Nizra Hi
School under Gopalganj sadar
thana.

The accident occurred when
a Gopalganj-Takerhat bound
passenger bus was going to Tak-
erhat from Gopalganj town. The
bus was giving side to another
passenger bus near Bherarhat
on January 18. Then the driver
lost the control of the bus. The
Eunl{ell down into the roadside

itch.

As a result, one Bidhan
Chandra Biswas died on the
spot. Forty others were injured
10 of them seriously. They were
admitted to Gop ﬂ?an] Sadar
Hospital in a critical condition.

A case has been registered with
Gopalganj Police Station in
this connection.

A police rescue team rushed
to the spot after the accident.
The dead body was sent to
Gopalganj Sadar Hospital for

autopsy.

Oppositions’ help

sought for.
development

BARISAL, Jan 26: Chief
Whip Abul Hasanat Abduallah
has said that a?go;:lc irrespec-
tive of party liation should
take Fart in the development
activities taken by the present
government, reports :

It was difficult to materi-
alise the hopes and aspiration
of the people on the part of the
government alone without help
?.Lgthcr political parties, he

. The chief whip was address-
ing the local ofificials at the
Patuakhali circuit house

premises.

Among others advo-
cate Shahjahan Mia MP, ASM
Firoz MP, Majibar Rahman
Talukder, MP, n.rgil-:m'a Huq
MP, district Awami sec-
re Khan Mosarraf Hossain
and Rashid were present.

Earlier, the leaders of the
Awami accorded a re-

ception to the Chief Whip at the
ferryghat of Patuakhali.

Hasanat then went to the mazar
of late Earuddin Khnllﬂha at
Mirjagonj and offered fa A

He attended an Iftar party at
the circuit house premises.

NATORE, Jan The mar-
kets of the northern part of the
country are flooded with spuri-
ous, substandard and mysteri-
ous brands of cough syrups
which are a serious threat to
puhsléc health.

me cough s s with fic-
titious brantEhnat};ir:upm being
sold in Natore, Rajshahi, Cha-
ailnawabganj, Rangpur and
inajpur. As these are .all
priced below Taka 25 per bottle,
these are in great demand and
even some homoeopaths and
village quacks are recommend-
ing them to the illiterate pa-

From Our Correspondent

tients.

Most of these syrups do not
bear the name of the I:nanufan-
turing company, date of manu-
facture, date of expiry and drug
licence number.

Residents of the borderin
districts including Natore sai
that the in ents were being
smuggled from across the bor-
der and the syrups were pro-
duced in small factories on
Bangladesh side of the border.

In the last few years, there
has been a mushroom growth of
unlicenced pharmaceutical

Sj:)ui'ious drﬁgé flood
markets in N-dists

companies, many of which are
doing brisk business by making
spurious drugs. As these

medicines are cheap, they find

ready buyers even in remote ru-
ral areas.

According to Narcotics Con-
trol Department sources, due to
shortage of manpower, it has
not been possible for them to
check every product in the
market or send them to the
Drug Testing Laboratory for
analysis.

They do not have even
inspectors in all the 16 districts
of this region.

J PABNA,. Jan 26: The town
dwellers are deprived of basic
civic amenities even after up-
grading the town into munici-
Eality 10 years back, reports

The town cove an area of
21.73 km with about 2.50 lakh
Hﬂpulatinn was declared the

rst class municipality on June
23, 1986 but different facilities
like road communication,
proper drainage and sanitary
system and street lights are
?ulte inadequate causing suf-
Eﬂ_l{&ﬁ to the people.

e municipality consists of
seven wards and have a total
14,70) hoMing numbers. '’

Most of the roads, lanes and
by-lanes are in deplorable con-
dition as cracks and pot-holes
have developed at many points.
After a slight rainfall, man
roads go under water due to la

of proper drainage system.

Traffic jam is a common fea-
ture due to the violation of traf-
fic rules, occupation of roads by
the hawkers and indiscrimi-
nate parking of vehicles includ-
ing rickshaws,

According to municipal au-
thorities, there are 8,700 autho-
rised rickshaws in the town out
of the total 15,000.

The inter-district buses com-
ing from Dhaka. Bogra, Siraj-
ganj, Kushtia, Rajshahi, Nao-
gaon, ur and Iswardi park
near the Town hall, Puran Bus
Stand, Chatalar r:mssing. T&T
crossing and .Traflfic Bridge
haphazardly in the absence of
bus terminals.

Water supply is insufficient
as at present 15 lakh gallons
are being supplied against the
requirement ol 30 lakh gallons

Pabna town dwellers deprived
of basic civic amenities

* per day. Four public toilets and

uite {n-

70 sodium lights are
h town

sufficient for several 1
dwellers.

Many roads such as
Kalachandpara road, Square
road. Fakinnipara road, Jugi
para road and many other areas
plunge into darkness after the
sunset due to erratic power sup-

ply.

About 20 tons of wastes are
accumulated in 920 dustbins
but the municipality has the

capacity to remove 15 tons of
garbages dai
trucks. Of these, twh trucks
have been lying inoperative for
a long time.

Moreover, the spaces for fish
and vegetable markets are in-
sufficlent causing suffering to
both the buyers and sellers.
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JHENIDAH: A
Kobadak (GK) project at v
Sailkupa thana in the district.
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big hole on a bridge over a canal of Ganges

illage Pinchpakhia under
— Star photo

Tk 36 lakh sanctioned
for construction
of school bldgs

PATUAKHALI, Jan 26: The
Facilities Department of the
Ministry of Education has
taken up a programme for con-
struction of two-room adminis-
trative and academy buildings
of four secondary ools in tﬁe
current fiscal, reports BSS.

An official source said, the
educational institutions are:

Bakerganj JSU Secondary
School, Ujirpur Sher-e-Bangla
Girls Secondary School, Muladi
Mahmudjan Secondary School
and Borhanuddin Girls Sec-
ondary School under Barisal
division.

The government has sanc-
tioned Taka 36,18,356 for com-

| pletion of the project.

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 26:
The residents of Brahmanbaria
pourashava are deprived of
civic amenities for a long time,

Although the population of
the poura areas are increasing
day by day, the respective au-
thorities are not providing ba-
sic civic amenities to them.

it has been learnt that
Brahmanbaria pourashava was
established in 1868. At present,
the pourashava is covering an
area of seven square miles and
the population of the poura area
is about 1,25,000.

Brahmanbaria pourashava
was declared a first class

ourashava. It was upgraded
rom 'B' grade to ‘A’ grade in
1994. But the facilities of a first
class pourashava are not being
rendered to the town dwellers.

Absence of proper drainage
system, deplorable conditions
of roads, inadequate street
light, lack of proper sanitary
arrangement, traffic jams and
absence of recreational facili-
ties are the main problems of

the hava which made the
Hl:nl:u of poura dwellers miser-
able.

Absence of proper drainage

system is a big problem in the
hava area. ,

The town dwellers face diffi-
culties due to ation of wa-
ter in drains. Most of the drains
are fllled with filth and
garbages are not cleaned in

roper time. In many areas
Elere are no drains. During the
rainy season the drains are ac-
cumulated with dirt and filths.
It cause health hazards to the
inhabitants.

Due to absence of proper
maintenance and repair, most
| of the roads of the poura areas

with make-s

Muktadir Chowdhury

From Our Correspondent

are in a deplorable condition.
The damaged roads are: Jail
Road, Patkpara Road, Medda
Bazar Road, Kazi Para Road,
Gukarna Road and Sarkerpara
Road. Cracks and potholes have
develo at many point of the
road. The workers of Titas gas
pipe line distribution also made
some holes and potholes on the
roads which are not repaired in
due time.

Meanwhile, the Sarkerpara
Road iIs in very bad shape.
Cracks and potholes have de-
veloped at all points of the road.
Some big holes has been devel-
oped on the northern side of
Sarker Para mosque which
have turned into a death trap
for lines for years together. Tu-
fayel Azam Road Road) is
the main road of the town but
the pedestrians cannot even
walk easily. The most covers of

-the drains are broken and the

erally occupied
ft shops.

Some roads of the town is

narrow which are unfit to

ly two rickshaws at a time.

para Road is one of them.

After a slight rainfall some of

Death condoled

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 26:
'‘Sheikh Kamal Smriti
Parishad' on Monday deeply
condoled the death of mother of
, Private
to Prime Minister

footpath is

Secreta

‘Sheikh Hasina.

The mother of Chowdhury
died recently due to old age
complications.

Syed Mohammad Afzal, Sec-
retary of the parishad, prayed
for fihe salvation of the departed
soul .

. who are floa

the roads become muddy and
slippery. Rain water remains
stagnant on the roads causing

difficulties and suffering to the
passers-by and . vehicular
moveimmernit.

The violation of traffic rules
has become a normal affair. It
create a serious traffic jam in
different points of the town.
The super market premises,
Madda Bazar Road. Paikpara
Tempo Stand, Tan Bagar Road,
Mosque Road, Cinema Hall
Road, TA Road, Station Road
and Kali Bari Crossing Point
are seriously affected by traffic
jams.,

It is alleged that because of
increasing number of rick-
shaws traific jam has also be-
come a serious threat in the
town. According to office source
of Brahmanbaria pourashava,
there are 4,000 licensed rick-
shaws on the road, but about
10,000 rickshaws are plying on
the road.

Streets light are inadequate.
The bulbs of the minimum
street light post are broken or
out of order for a long time.
Most of the roads and residen-
tial areas go under darkness

Just after sunset.

Sanitary arrangement of the
town is not satisfactory. A few
dustbins are setup in the town
which always remain unclean.
Garbages of the drain are re-
moved at day time creating ob-
noxious odour. Some people
respond to the
call of nature in the roadside
and drains causing inconve-
nience to the common people.
uently the environment
dweflnl uted. Besides, some

ers of the pourashava are
using katcha latrines.

Con
is

Roads in bad shape in B'ba;'ia
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Massive afforestation
drive in CHT planned

RANGAMATI, Jan 26: As the
access of forest officials has
been ensured in the forest hills
on restoration of peace follow-
ing the signing of the peace ac-
cord, the Chittagong Hill Tracts
South Forest Division
(CHTSFD] has undertaken a
plan to plant trees on 900 acres
of denuded hills associating
tribal forest villagers, headmen
and karbaris in the participa-
tory afforestation programme
for the first time in the hilly re-
gion, reports BSS,

The third phase of the state
forest afforestation and Jhu-
mia Rehabilitation Project, a
participatory afforestation
programme, undertaken at a
cost of Taka 280 crore, sched-
uled to be tmplemented during
1995-2000 was facing an abso-
lute impasse as there was virtu-
ally no access of the forest offi-
cials in the forest areas due to

revailing insurgency, Tapan

umar Dey, Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) of CHTSFD told at
his office at Bonorupa on Sat-
urday.

Necessary steps have already

been taken for collection of -

seeds and raising of nursery to
implement the programme
roperly in the inaccessible
orests of Alikhiong, Farua,
Sangrachhari and Kaptai
ranges of CHTSFD ensuring
reservation of 30 per cent share

- for the participators and 70 per

cent for the department in, DFO
said.

While detailing the guantum
of shares, Tapan Dey said the
tribal forest villagers who will
raise plantation with the all-
round supports and supervi-
sions of the department will
gate 15 per cent since its intro-
duction in the country.

Cent per cent out turn of the
'first thinning' from the 'to-be
raised plantation’ will be given

%c{r} the participators followed by
on
DFO said, adding
maturity of the

per cent from the final yield
will be distributed among the
participators in addition to the
thinned

r cent each from the sec-
and third thinning, the
that after the
lantation, 30

roduces.
9, FD, one of the major

territorial forest division in the
country, comprising seven ter-
ritorial forest r

es — Karna-
huli, Katai, Alikhiong, Farua,
achhari, Shubhalong and

Borkal — possesses forest re-

sources worth hundreds of

crores with virgin forests on a
vast tract of hills rearin? cen-

lu{;‘i-uld valuable trees like
teak, garjan, hul, cha-

palish, telsur, jarul and hun-
dreds of other species of shrubs
and plants.

TB claimed 25
lives in Natore
In 3 years

From Our Correspondent
NATORE, Jan 26: At least 25

people died and 5,000 others
were attacked with tuberculosis
(TB} in six thanas of the dis-

trict during last three years.
According to sources con-
cerned, at least nine persons

died and 1,000 were attacked
with TB in 1995. Of them,

39 were cured. A total of 14
patients died while they were
undergoing treatment and 2,000
others were attacked in 1996. Of
them 116 were cured.

In 1997, only two TB pa-
tients who were undergoing
treatment, died and 700 others
were attacked during the pe-

riod.
He added that there was a

Eossihilit}r of 100 per cent cure
y proper treatment.

From Staft Correspondent

Body recovered

KHULNA, Jan 26:; Police re-
covered recently the decom-
posed body of Mehedi Hasan,
28, Assistant Engineer of the
Khulna office of Water Devel-
opment Board (WDB) who
drowned on January 11 in the
river Bhairab. Four of his col-
leagues who also accompanied
him for inspecting Town Pro-
tection Embankment works
managed to swim ashore after
the speed Boat capsized.

Property worth
Tk.50 lakh gutted

At least six persons were in-
jured and over a hundred of
thatched houses were gutted in a
devastating fire at Mo-
heswarpasha under Daulatpur
thana recently.

The fire originated from an
gven nfda thatched h-:-m;.le and
amage roperty worth over
Taka 50 laf:h was, however, ex-
tinguished by the personnel of
four fire brigade units of Boyra,
Khalishpur, Daulatpur and
Khulna town.

The injured persons are
Mahbub, Malek. Kalu. Akram,
Ambia and Shaheda. Evewit-
nesses said some unruly ele-
ments looted some houses dur-
ing rescue operation in presence
of police. The fire has rendered
over a thousand of people
homeless, police and eyewit-
nesses said.

Another body
recovered

Police recovered another
dead body Jahangir Hossain,
23, who was among the four
died in firing by forest guards of
Swarankhola range. The dead
bodies of Sabur and Fazlu were
recovered from Chandmari un-
der Swarankhola thana in
Bagerhat district recently. Dead

y of Samad Munshi 30 is yet
to be recovered. All the three
dead bodies have been sent to
their relatives after autopsy.

The forest guards reportedly
fired shot when the decease
tried to escape with Sundari
wood stolen from the forest.

A case against the killing of
these [our woodcutters was,
however, lodged with the
Swarankhula thana.

Jute mills worker
chopped to death

Azimuddin, 45, a worker of
Aleem Jute Mills was chupHed
to death by some unidentified
miscreants recently at
Damodar village under Phul-
tala thana. According to FIR,
after committing the murder,
they looted the house of the de-

Police said the murder is the
retaliation taken by one of the

- alleged miscreants who was

several times refused marriage
with Asma. 13, daughter of the
deceased.

Cold wave affects
Eid shopping

Khulna city experienced se-
vere cold spell recently,

The biting cold coupled with
exireme wintry weather and re-
current power failures forced
many people to stay indoors.
The streets virtually looked de-
serted.

Eid shoppings were dull as
many shops put their shutters

down with the fall of tempera-

+ ture and frequent drizzles.

Rickshaws and other modes
of vehicles were not found ply-
ing as usual due to cold spell
that also paralysed all other
economic activities,

Bank dacoities
on rise

A total of five bank dacoities
and 350 armed dacoities were
committed in 10 districts of
Khulna division last year.

Of 350 armed dacoities last
ear, 85 were committed in the
ouses, 28 in passenger buses,

five in banks, three in food-

grain barges and the rest in
shops.

In Khulna district, seven
house dacoities, two river da-
coities, one bank dacoity and 16
dacoities were committed dur-
ing the samne period.

Unauthorised toll

collection rises

Businessmen of Khulna city
have expressed thelr grave con-
cern over extortion and toll col-
lection by armed cadres of dif-
ferent political parties on the
eve of Eid.

Leaders of Khulna bazar
traders' association have
threatened greater movement if
the. administration fails to
tackle extortionists and toll

collectors.

Housewife
raped

Shirin Begum, 25, wife of
Khalilur Rahman of Khalishpur
was allegedly raped by Sarwar
Hossain, Head Assistant of the
Judge's court recently in an
abandoned house at Daspara
under Sonad thana. Police
quoting the FIR said that the al-
leged rapist took her by rick-
shaw from the court for gl\"ln:ﬁ
document of a case she need
for titiing her husband released
on bail.

Sarkarpara

‘been turned into a death trap.

BRAHMANBARIA: Potholes have developed
Road in the district town. Now the road has

on

— Star photo




