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Enemy jets drop bombs
on 2 Afghan villages

KABUL, Jan 26: Four enemy
jets pounded central Bamyan
province, a region of this war-
ravaged country already bat-
tered by food shortages and bit-
terly cold winter temperatures,
an ppposition leader said on
Monday. reports AP.

The jets, apparently belong-
ing to the Taliban militia,
dropped several bombs on two
villages, Haiderabad and
Saeedabad. in{uﬂng nine peo-

le and destroying several
Enmes. said Qasim Jafrey, a
spokesman for the Shi'ite Mus-
lim froup. Hezb-e-Wahadat.
afrey said Sunday's bomb-
ing raids were the first attack in
several weeks.

The United Nations was
forced to suspend an emergency
airlift of food to Bamyan last
month after Taliban jets
bombed the Bamyan runway,
where a UN jet was parked.

"The only casualty was the
airlift that was eventually ex-

ted to bring in 5,000 tons of
ood to Bamyan.

UN officials went to the Tal-
iban headquarters in southern

Afghanistan to try to negotiate
a temporary truce, long enough
to ggm fﬁnd to anplﬁfll‘ﬂm'%‘;ld
600, ungry people. The Tal-
iban refused sa&ng they feared
the food would istributed to
enemy soldiers.

The Taliban is waging bitter
battles against its enemies on
several fronts in Afghanistan.
The anti-Taliban alliance, of
which Hezb-e-Wahadat is a
member, is.trying to prevent the
Taliban from consolidating fts
hold on the entire country.

Already the Taliban rule 85
per cent of Afghanistan where
they have imposed their rigid
brand of Islamic law,

The anti-Taliban opposition
controls the remaining 15 Pcr
cent of the country, most of it in
northern Afghanistan, and
most of it inhabited by minor-
ity ethnic groups, like Shi'ite

uslims of Bamyan province.

"People are very hungry here
and the stocks are running very
low.” said Jafrey in a satellite
telephone interview with The

Associated Press.
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France sign
E’resid&nt Jacques Chirac watched Sunday as France

and India signed two W“ on cooperation in legal mat-
New Delhi.

2 PaIEStinianS arrEStEd: Two Pales-

tinians who were on their way to Jerusalem to carry out a terror
attack were caught in an Israeli police dragnet before they
reached the city. police said Monday, AP reports from

On Sunday, police had received specific warnings about two
cars including their make and color — that were en route to
Jerusalem, driven by men plotting an attack. Police set up
roadblocks on routes leading to the city and checked cars one by
one, tying up traffic for hours Sunday evening.

protest staged:

About 70 protesters stafed a noisy but peaceful demonstration
iament Monday, demanding President
Suharto retire, AP reports from Jakarta.

Watched by about 50 plainclothes security personnel, the
protesters reading poetry, made speeches and chanting: "please
Mr. Suharto, you have to step down." Many of them called for
opposition figure Megawati Sukarnoputri fo be made head of
state when a 1,000-member assem

ly elects a president in

accords: visi.

The signing ceremony in New Delhi came on the second day
of Chirac's three-day state visit to India.

4 killed in Philippines: amy toops
clashed with Muslim rebels in the Southern Philippines on
Sunday in fighting that killed at least four people and endan-

ports Cotabato.
The military
in Maguindanao

infured in the attack.

Pioneer of

tute, develo
teaching in the 1950s.

said the clashes in Datu

way to assist farmers who com

gered geacﬂ talks between the government and the rebels, AP re-
o

Piang, a marshy town

province, killed an army officer and three
rebels of the separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Military
officials said the rebels first ambushed army soldiers on their
plained they were heing harassed
by NILF rebels in three Datu Piang villages. Two soldiers were
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one Suzuki Method' dies :

* Bhinichi Suzuki, who pioneered a method
young children to play instruments, died Monday at the age of
99, Japanese media report said, AP reports from Tokyo.

Suzuki, head of a world-renowned musical instruction insti-
ped what became known as the "Suzuki method" of

of teaching very

leave church services Sunday=at Foundry Methodist

Church in Washington.

=

— AP/UNB photo

President Clinton and First d_',r Hi"ﬂl"_’f Rham .;Clintun

DHAKA TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1998

An angry resident of Ka

LE

rachi

burns police ch

'&.. -

post 5 the nhers ook on Sunday while

Mo

o g

s o e
" S

""i S

e e
i

protesting the kidnapping and killing of two youngsters from an ethnic pqiiltir:al party.
The protesters blamed police for not providing protection from militants of political parties.

— AP/UNB photo
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Death toll in temple blast now 15

Lanka braces for anti-Tamil

COLOMBO, Jan 26; Tens of
thousands of police officers and
battle-ready troops kept a
night-long vigil across Sri
Lanka to prevent any anti-
Tamil backlash, as the death
toll in a truck bamb attack on
Sri Lankan Buddhists' holiest
shrine rose to 15 on Monday,
reports AP,

Sunday's attack in Kandy,
east of Colombo, was blamed on
separatists who accuse the Sin-
halese majority of sometimes
brutal discrimination against
the Tamil minority. Most Sin-
halese are Buddhist and most
Tamils Hindu, though religion
has not been a central issue in
the 15-year ethnic war.

Troops in full combat gear
guarded Tamil neighbourhoods
in Colombo, Kandy and other
towns. Despite a few angry Sin-
halese protests, no violence
against Tamils was reported
overnight,

The director at Kandy Gen-

backlash

eral Hu?ltal said two of the
injured died overnight and po-
lice recovered two more bodies
from a lake that adjoins the
temple, bringing the death toll
to 15 — including three rebel
suicide bombers. Another 21
people remained hospitalised.

e attack on the 18th cen-
tury shrine, which houses what
the faithful believe is a tooth of
the Buddha, came just ten days
before it will host Sri Lanka's
50th independence anniversary
celebrations. Officials said the
celebrations, with Britain's
Prince Charles as the chief
guest, will go ahead.

The temple's roof was dam-
aged in the explosion, but the
blasts did not harm the inner
shrine where the tooth is kept.
The relic is an important sym-
bol to Sinhalese nationalists.
In ancient times, a ruler who
failed to protect the tooth was
seen as being unfit to be king.

Hours after the attack on the

temple a mob of enraged Sin-
halese burned down a Hindu
cultural centre in Kandy, but no
one was hurt. Police fired tear
%?s to disperse the mob.
otesters also set fire to three
vehicles in Kandy on Sunday,
but the rioting did not spread.

Government media broad-
cast repeated appeals for calm.

Anti-Tamil rioting in 1983
following a rebel attack that
killed 13 Sinhalese soldiers
forced many Tamils out of
Colombo and created the im-
pression in their minds that
they could not be safe in areas
controlled by the Sinhalese,
More than 51,000 ple have
been killed since Sri Lanka's
separatist war broke out that
year,

Sunday's audacious, attack
could increase the ethnic di-
vide, threatening the govern-
ment's attempt to persuade both
the Sinhalese and the Tamils
that they can live together.

-EU FMs look for ways to

end bloodshed in Algeria

BRUSSELS, Jan 26: As the
bodies of innocent victims in
Algeria’'s civil strife continued
to pile uB over the weekend, Eu-
ropean Union foreign ministers
searched for ways to help end
the bloodshed. gut ideas were
few, reports AP.

Topping the agenda of Mon-
day's ministerial meeting under
the EU's new British presidency
was a report by Foreign Office
Minister of State Derek Fatch-
ett on the results of last week's
fact-finding mission to Algeria.

The minister's agenda in-
cludes "an exchange of views on
the situation in Algeria” and
exploring "what actions could
be undertaken.” But a plan to
back up Europe's sympathy
with effective action, particu-
larly in light of Algeria's reluc-
tance to accept outside help,
seemed remote.

Europeans are horrified by
the continuin violence.
Twenty more villagers died
Sunday morning when armed
attackers slit their throats,
bringing to 94 the number of re-
ported killings over four days.

According to the Algerian
overnment, 26,536 people have
'n kKilled and 21,000 injured
since an Islamic insurgency be-
an six years ago. Press and
ospital sources put the figure
at 75,000. Others say it may be

-as high as 120,000, |

. The Bovernment blames s

lamic militants. Others say at
least some of it is the work of
the Itltlitargubackcd goverrn-
ment itself, determined to
stamp out Islamic fundamen-
talism in the North African na-
tion of 30 million people.

Desperate to show it is not
standing by idly, the 15-nation
EU sent a three-member delega-
tion on a 24-hour visit to Al-
giers last week, a visit limited
to the Algerian capital and to
talks mostly with officials.

The Algerians, fearing for-
eign interference in their inter-
nal affairs, rejected EU offers of
humanitarian aid to the vic-
tims of the violence. They did
agree to an official visit by For-
eign Minister Ahmed Attaf to
Europe and an exchange of par-
liamentary delegations. None
of that, however, seemed des-
tined to have any immediate
effect on the bloodshed.

The Islamic insurgency was
triggered by the Algerian army's
cancellation of the January
1992 legislative elections to
thwart what a%pearcd to be a

likely victory the Islamic
Salvation Front. The party was
then banned.

The radical Armed Islamic
Group has claimed responsibil-
ity for some of the massacres.
The Islamic Salvation Army,
called a cease-fire Oct 1.

The Algerian government
says if Europe is really inter-
ested in ending the violence it
should crack down on Algerian
opposition networks operating
[reely in the West, including in
Germany, France, Britain and

Netily. These networks) sav the

Q?AI-IF\'ri:]n!-‘.“'tjliv ‘thé Briropéi:
Sdale

 havens not only as: plat-
forms for propaganda. but ‘for
procuring weapons. !
Also on the minister's pro-
ramme is the first EU-Russia
dmpcratiun Council on Tues-
ay.
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Standoft with Iraq

Clinton scandal won't
affect US decisions

WASHINGTON., Jan 26:
White House and congressional
officials have insisted that the
sex scandal engulfing President
Bill Clinton won't hamper US
decisions on the weapons
standoff with Iraq — including
whether to mount a military
attack, reports AP.

'l don't think anyone over-
seas should presume that this
president wouldn't have the
capacity to act with Republican
support,” Republican Senator
John Aschroft, a member of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Comnrmittee, said on Fox televi-
sion Sunday.

At Clinton's direction. na-
tional securitg' advisors were
consulting with allies and other
countries on the prospect of a
military strike to take out sites
where Saddam Hussein is sus-

ected of hiding potential bio-
ogical and chemical weapons.

After a Saturday meeting,
Clinton's key aide reached con-
sensus that UN weapons in-
spections cannot be carried out
eilectively because of Iraq's de-
filant resistance and were con-
sidering using force to end the
standolf.

National securit
spokesman Eric Rubin 1..l|rr.:=+uh:i"r
not reveal whether the White
House would try a last round of
diplom#y before ordering a
military strike. “We have not
ruled anything out," he said.

A White House official,
speaking on condition of

anonymity, said Clinton advi-
sors were "drifting towards use
of force” but that action is not
umminent. A final decision was
deferred until after consulta-
tions with allies are completed
ir1 about a week.

Last week, Iragi newspapers
printed a statement from Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein's Cabinet
suggesting Clinton may bomb
the country to divert attention
from the allegations involving
Monica Lewinsky, 24.

A White House official
brushed off such suggestions,
saying Clinton's advisors were
weighing political and military
ramifications of the weapons
standoff weeks before the
Lewinsky scandal erupted.

If Clinton decides on mili-
tary action, he must persuade
other leaders that the scandal
was not a factor. The United
States maintains the option of
carrying out a military strike
on its own,

Whatever the decision. Re-
E‘l;:bllcan Senate Majorit

ader Trent Lott said he tol
the White House he wants the
president to feel confident in
decision-making about Iraq,
even though allegations of an
affair with a White House in-
tern are raking his presidency.

If ordered, a military strike
could be carried out quickly.
Hundreds of US warplanes al-
ready are in the Gulf in re-
sponse to initial Iraqi resis-
tance to UN inspections.
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Militants kill
17 civilians

in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India Jan 26:
Suspected Muslim militants
massacred 17 civilians in the
troubled north Indian state of
Kashmir. police said Monday.
reports AFP.

The attackers entered Wan-
hama village 20 kilometres (12
miles) north of Srinagar late
Sunday night and opened fire
killing 17 Hindu villagers, po
lice in Srinagar said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

India accuses Pakistan ol
training and arming Muslim
militants fighting an insur-
ency in Kashmir that has

lled more than 15,000 people
since 1989. Pakistan denies the
charge, saying it lends only
moral support.

Tutu summoned

to Botha’s trial

JOHANNESBURG. Jan 26:
South Africa's former president
PW Botha was summoned Truth
Commission head Desmond
Tutu to agpear when the case
against otha resumes on
February 23, Sunday newspaper
report said, reports AFP.

The Afrikaans-language
weekly, the only newspaper 82-
year-old Botha is willing to
six-ak to regularly. said that
should Tutu fail to attend. he
would be liable to a fine of 300
rand (6Q dollags] @ a three- |
month term {n prison. -

Tutaradhe foepoANES e
archbishop of Souwth Africa, is
chairman of the Trrith and Rec-|
onciliation Commission (TRC).

The fiery Botha. who led
South Afnca during the harsh-
est yvears ol apartheid in the
1980s is being prosecuted for
failing to appear in person be-
fore the TRC to testify on the
apartheid-era State Security
Council, which he headed.

Queen Mother
hospitalised

LONDON, Jan 26: Britain's
Queen Mother, 97, was taken to
hospital Sunday after breaking
her left hip at the royal resi-
dence at Sandringham, eastern
England, Buckingham Palace
announced, reports AFP.

She was admitted to the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital at
nearby King's Kynn before bein
transferred to the King Edwar
VII Hospital in London, a
spokesman said.

Iraq building
world's largest

mosque

BAGHDAD, Jan 26: Iraq
started work here Sunday on a
multi-million dollar Saddam
Grand Mosque which it has
billed as the largest in the
world, state television an-
nounced, reports AFP.

It showed a main pillar be-
ing erected at the site near the
Tigris River which flows
through the capital.

The circular mosque, to be
surrounded by an artificial lake
and built on the site of an old
airport bombed during the 1991
Gulf War, will have the capacity
to accommodate 45,000 wor-
shippers, it said.

e main dome will be 150
metres high and have a diame-
ter of 172 m the mosque will
have eight slender minarets,
four of them 200 m high while
the complex will cover an area
of 955,250 square metres.

Arafat appeals for urgent

Arab summit

TUNIS, Jan 26: Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat called
on Sunday for an urgent Arab
summit to discuss the dead-
locked Middle East peace
cess after the failure of US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's latest effort
to produce a breakthrough, re-
ports Reuter.

Arafat, who arrived in
Tunisia from Algeria during a

| tour of North Africa, issued the

appeal after he had and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu held separate meet-
Ings last week with Clinton in
the United States.

Arafat appealed for an Arab
summit in Ai)gifl'ﬂ alfter briefing
Algerian president Liamine Ze-
roual on Sunday on his Wash-
ington talks, an aide to Arafat
said.

‘Aralal said there was a need

pro- .

for an urgent Arab move and
called for an Arab summit as
soon as possible.” the aide said.

Apart from the Algerian

resident, the Palestinian
eader also discussed the issue
with Morocco’s King Hassan in
Rabat and Mauritanian Presi-
dent Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed
Taya in Nouakchott on Satur-
day.

Arafat said Netanyahu had
done nothing while 1?1': was in
Washington last week to help
achieve a breakthrough.

“In Washington, we faced dif-
ficulties because of the Israeli
intransigence that was also ex-
perienced by the US adminis-
tration itself, Netanyahu ...
didn't present anything con-
crete that could help push for-
ward the peace process,” Arafat

said in Tunis.

"US Secretarﬁ of State
Madeleine Albright will con-
tinue her mission, visits, and
mcttin%s in an attempt to push
things forward,"” he added in a
statement after a meeting with
Tunisian President Zine al-
Abidine ben Ali.

"l must notice this word
from President Clinton who
said he supports a free Pales-
tinian people on his lang. This
has a deep political signifi-
cance,” at added.

Arafat was due to go to
Britain today for talks with
Prime Minister Tony Blair, a
Blair spokesman in London
said.

Britain currcntlg holds the
rotating European Union presi-
dency.
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Cuban leader Fidel Castro greets Pope John Paul II after the Pope's historic mass in Ha-
vanas Plaza of the Revolution Sunday. At the last and biggest Mass of his five-day
pilgrimage to Cuba, Pope John Paul II called Sunday for the creation in communist Cuba

of a new society offering "peace, justice and freedom” but warned

capitalism.

of the dangers of
— AP/UNB photo

'Israel to retaliate against any

new Palestinian infifada'

JERUSALEM, Jan 26: Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
warned Sunday that Israel
would retaliate against any new
Palestinian "Intifada."” as both
sides seemned as far a as ever
ahead of fresh US elforts to re-
vive the peace process, reports
AFP.

“Threats of violence are very
serious and Israel will issue a
tough response if the Palestini-
ans are violent or issue threats
to violence,” Netanyahu told a
Cabinet meeting.

“Israel will not agree to ne-

otiate in the peace process un-
der the threat of violence,” Ne-
tanyahu said.

Arafat warned last week he
would launch a new Intifada, or
uprising, if the peace process
remained deadlocked.

"We are ready to return to
where we left off and restart the

| seven years of Intifada." e

said, referring to the 1987-1993
uprising inst Israel’'s occu-

pation of Palestinian territo-

ries.

Arafat was speaking before
he and Netanyahu held separate
meetings in Washington last
week with US President Bill
Clinton and after Netanyahu
had made clear he would rebuff
US demands for an immediate
and “significant” troop pull-
back from the West Bank.

The United States has de-
manded that Israel withdraw
from at least 11 per cent of the
West Bank but Netanyahu pro-
posed less than 10 per cent in
accordance with a Cabinet deci-
sion last week outlining the ar-
eas Israel will not cede.

Netanyahu also demanded
that, before Israel agrees to the
pullout, the Palestinians crack
down on anti-Israeli groups and
fulfil commitments he says

- declaration by

they made in past peace ac-
cnrﬂs.pam ular, Netanyahu i

In cular, Netanyahu is
unhappy with an April 1996
the Palestine
National Council annulling all
clauses in the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation Charter
which contradicted the peace
process.

Netanyahu says the blanket
declaration accepted by then
Prime Minister Shimon Peres
is insufficient and wants the
PNC, considered the PLO's "par-

liament,” to meet again to spec-
ify the sections of the Charter it
is cancelling.

"We are not d the

rewriting of a new Charter but
that the PNC stipulates which
articles are being annulled
from its existing Charter,” said
Netanyahu's spokesman David

Bar-liian.

oS sty 1o Hosipo Shoe

SEOUL, Jan 26: North Korea
has proposed that working-

level peace talks, scheduled for
mid-February, be post un-
til early March, South Korean

gf;iclals said Monday, reports

After more than a year of
hard negotiations, peace talks
involving the two Koreas, alon
with the United States an
China, finally got underway in
Geneva on December 9.

But the Geneva meeting
quickly became mjred in dis-

aﬁ:ermnlﬂ over the agenda and
- otner issues involve

tiating a lasting pe: Elcntgu-
: a ace between
- North and South Korea, still
technically in a state of war in
the absence of a treaty fol-
lowing their 1950-53 conflict.
North Korea insisted that
discussions about the with-

drawal of the 37,000 US troops

stationed in South Korea under. |
a mutual defence treaty should-

be high on the agenda.

The United States and South
Korea preferred a broader
agenda that could include the
North Korean demand.

In an effort to end the stale-
mate, the four countries agreed
to hold a working interim meet-

ing in Beijing around February

12 to narrow differences.

But North Korea proposed
over the weekend that the in-
terim meeting be held in Geneva
instead of Beijing in early
March, days before the second
session of the four-way talks is
scheduled to open in the Swiss
city on March 16, Seoul offi-
clals said.. *

The United States and South
Korea were consulting with
China whether to accept the
North Korean proposal.

~ Diana’s death

Egyptian lawyer’s
case against

Queen adjourned

CAIRO, Jan 26: A court has
postponed a Cairo lawyer's law-
suit against Queen Elizabeth II
that claims she is responsible
for the death of Princess Diana
and her Egyptian boyfriend,
Dodi Fayed, reports AP.

The lawyer, Nabih el-
Habishi, sald he was told the
Queen hadn't been notified of
the postponement, the second
since the case began Dec 7. In
order for the suit to go forward,
lawyers on both sides must be
alerted.

El-Habishi is asking for
. 100,000 pounds (dirs 165,000)
for "every Muslim in every part
of the world."

Proceedings resume March
29, he said. .

"and depressed in the first hours

L]

Clinton

WASHINTON, Jan 26: Presi-
dent Bill Clinton has retreated
into an unusually small circle
of advisors as he ponders how
to characterise his relationship
with a 24-year-old intern, re-
ports AP,

Faced with evidence of her
visits to the White House inner
sanctums and gifts he gave her,
Clinton is not denying a friend-
ship with Monica Lewinsky —
h:]t is insisting it was not sex-
ual.

As Clinton further isolated
himself, several White House
aides wondered Sunday if the
praz-;ui1 : dent could keep up his de-
nials.

Senjor administration offi-
cials and longtime Clinton
friends, including two who
talked to him in recent days,
said the president was shoc

‘of the Monica Lewinsky con-

troversy but has bounced back.

"One thing isn't going on and
that's discussions about any
resignation,” said Rahm
Emanuel, a top White House
advisor.

Emanuel is one of the White
House senior staffers who has
been shut out of the most criti-
cal meetings about the contro-
Versy.

Recognising that his legal
risks are higher now than polit-
ical perils, Clinton is limiting
his discussions about the for-
rm:;1 I‘Whlte I:?}:m:m to a
sin u a :

Thmup consists, of his:
private attorneys and former
administration heavyweights
Mickey Kantor and Harold
Ickes. Longtime confidant
Bruce Lindsey, and to a lesser
extent, White House counsel
Charles Ruff are also part of the
inner circle.

Harry Thomason, a Holly-
wood producer, has come
aboard to help Clinton explain
his actions - once he decides
how to do so.

A key question is how Clin-
ton will describe his relation-
ship with Lewinsky?

Officials familiar with the

resident’'s thinking say he
ﬁrml}r denies participating in
any sex act with nsky. He
won't deny a relationship, the
officials say, not with evidence
that Lewinsky visited the Oval
Office area frequently and re-
ceived gifts from Clinton.

' VIt was a relationship. It was
sexually innocent,” sum-
marised one Clinton associate.

Senior officials outside the
inner circle said Clinton was

ted to say he was friendly
wi{: Lewinsky, forming a close
bond that she might have mis-
interpreted.

rnoun:

ing staff t
survive, but doubts are starting
to

Sunday that internal polling

Evidence that he placed calls
to Lewinsky could be explained
in the context of Clinton's con-

cern for her well-being, the offi-

cial said.
Though the controversy is
mushrooming, Clinton still

does not plan to address the re-
lationship until after his State

of the Union address. Talk of

postponing the Tuesday speech
was re

ted.

Wit breathless news

bulletin and new development,
the mood at the White House
has soured. Aides say they
wouldn't be su
allegations in
women surface

rised if more
ng different

resident is still sur-
a loyal, hardwork-
t expects him to

The

creep in.
More than one aide confided

former top Clinton

lying low pondering over his ﬁtture_

shows Cljnlnt;;’a fammmahllit
rating falli y more than
points. ﬂtl?grs wonder if Clin-
ton might be forced to change
his story. In light of his reputa-
tion as a womaniser, some
worry that his denials are not
very firm

' 0s, a
, said on
the record what many of his
former col es will say

rgt; Stephan

when their identity is shi :

"l think Clinton's survival

depends on the answer to
one other Ring
the truth,

uestion is he '
whole truth an
but the truth? If he is,

he cmﬂnur;imm. If Il.'ie i:j‘:l. he
can't, opoulos on

on
b | he's telling the truth.”
Stepﬁnnn

poulos said. "I'm

heartbroken with all the evi-

dence t. but I
.hnpgl'::!'ungw et



