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have
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reform. The general theme of

the reform programme has

been separation of the

vertically integrated system on

OWER utilities in many
Pmuntricu of the world

functional basis to bring effi-
ciency in the industry and
market structure on commer-

ve been initiated with the in-
i o st of
tion
m- for independent power
pm}ecle ts. Creation ﬁ-{ some pri-
vate power on compa-
nies such as ﬁeﬁmaghﬂ Power
Company and o Wm
including barge com-
es are the results of this
competition which will be
adding new eration capacity
in the pdvnf? sector. Ch
are also. m:--u:::urrin&l in other
value chain; with the creation
of Power Grid Company (PGCB)
the transmission network is be-
functionally se ted from
B. A new distribution com-
Eany by the name of Dhaka
lectric Supply Company
mEECGFIB?nhemW fu-
ture a eration company
with each s tor as a profit
centre and few distribution
com es will also be created.
All are of the reform
programme ol the government
in power sector. reform
programme is aimed to bring
competition in all activities in
the sector, ensure efficiency for
customer service by empower-
the customers with their
ts and obligations and in-
VO the stakeholders in the
power sector planning and de-
velopment.

e changing structure of
the sector in many coun-
tries has pushed the need for an
effective lator to ensure
transparency and fairness in

grldng while enabling the utili-
es to be financially viable and

LURALISM in democracy is
an 'event’. It is not an abso-
lute requirement for
democracy. For democracy is
based on the consensus of the
people whether expressed
through one party on several
parties. Existence of political
parties is definitely a pre-req-
uisite, but their number is not
important. This can be argued
in a situation where one politi-
cal party wins a landslide vic-
tory, gaining, say, a majority of
ty per cent or so. The rest of
the seats, twenty per cent, will
be occupied by other parties or
independents and reserved seat
'mmttﬁdatcﬂ. ln.ﬂll'l:hj_ﬂ situatian
€ majority - ¢ L tHie
‘government, :L-I-??hate a ' free
play in formulating and im-
plementing any political deci-
sions or policies they desire. It
would still be 'democracy’.

1 ing Picture of
one Party Rules

A strong majority party rule
may give rise to a fearful situa-
tion and lead to autocratic rule,
What is the logic behind such a
fear? The fear is based on an ar-
Eument that this party can
ring any reforins and pass any
new acts without hindrance and

thus misuse the power bestowed
on {t.
True though the logic is, it is

based on a fallacy. The fallacy
is that the party which has been
elected by the consensus of the
people will not be able to make
any reforms or pass any acts
which adversely affect the peo-
ple, particularly their economic
conditions.

Economic Relations and
Dem

A government based on the
true consensus of the people is a
representative’'s instrument
machinery to run the country.
This government is the 'State’.
and it must ensure smooth run-
ning of the country being the
sole reason for their existence.
By smooth running means all
functional apparatus of the
government and non-govern-
mental sectors run according to
gﬂiti:icsanid?tmnjned the ‘the

4 supported by a |
framework. 1%15 legal fraen%:{
work is to be determined by an

also to improve the quall!?_rhuf
is

service to ’ 51': ec&ugsu:}r}mrs.

is accomp y the regula-
tor by regulating three broad
areas. These are economic regu-
lation, technical regulation and
customers service standards.

of :
In the world scenario various
kinds of regula agencies

from industry specific,
m-:peciﬂc ut:*ytu multi-
sectoral are in existence. For

example, in UK the regula
agencies are industry :pe(:in!g
such as . electricity, water
and telecommunication,
whereas in the state level regu-
lator in USA multi-sectoral
zﬁenmdes are in place. There are
s disadvantages
in both these options. One ma-

jor advantage of the multisec-
toral agency is the sharing of

rtise and this is particu-
lar;; important for countries
where expertise is scarce.
Broader responsibility of a
multisector agency guards

st the s capture by
the regulated industry, and
against political authority. It
can also avoid economic dis-
tortion by taking consistent
approach in inves t across
various sectors. Effect of regula-
tory rules on one industry to
other industry can be avoided
in a multi-industry agency. The
major disadvantage could be to
}:vool all kinds of experts for all
ndustries to regulate. Another
disadvantage is to put "all eggs
in one basket” — agencies’ {ail-
ure would have cost all indus-
tries. One important issue
which a government should,
therefore, at the outset is
the breadth of the regulatory
authority. In case of
Bangladesh in the Energy pol-
icy it is stipulated that there
should be one regulatory au-
thority for Bangladesh for the
gas and electricity sector.

Independence: In order for
the regulator to perform its de-

by SD Khan
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The changing structure of the power sector in many countries has pushed the need for an effective regulator to
ensure transparency and fairness in pricing while enabling the utilities to be financially viable and also

fined task, ideally it should op-
erate independently from polit-
ical pressure or from pressure

of the regulated industries, be it
public or private. Basically it

means that the a) regulator
an arm's | relation-
ship with the regulated indus-

tries, consumers and other pri-
vate interest, b) an arm's length
relationship with the political
authority and ensures or -
sational autonomy. One of the
best way to keep this indepen-
dence is to appoint the regula-
tors purely on the basis
fessional qualification and
ability rather then on political
criteria and such appointment
should be well protected from
arbitrary removal during their
tenure. In many countries, to
ensure check and balance, ap-
pointment of the regulator in-
volves both the executive and
the legislature.

Autonomy : For the regula-
tor to be autonomous, it must
have its own resources for fund-
ing. In many countries it is
viewed that regulator's inde-
pendence is subject to threat if
it relies on budget provision
from the government which is
controlled by the politicians.
Euttinﬁcthe budget provision
would be one easy way Lo
reduce the effectiveness of the
regulator. The most common
method adopted therefore for
funding is through levies on the
regulated firms or the con-
sumers of the regulated indus-
tries. This may be considered as
a service fee to the regulator to
protect the interest of both the
industries and the consumers.
The autonomy of the regulator
must go beyond the funding
provision. The authority of re-

by Fazlul Alam

independent legal sector judi-

Clﬂ.g’.

ne important purpose of
the 'State', among others, is to
enhance healthy and prosper-
ous ‘economic system' which
will benefit the country as a
whole. This economic system in
modern post-Soviet world order
is free market based. Market is
to determine what economic
strategies are needed and how to
transiate such strategies into
action. The government or the
‘State’ is subservient to the eco-
nomic activities apart from en-
suring that the independerit free
matket " works! oithm !=pres
scribed legal framework and
the policies adréed by the ‘Btate’
and the business world.

In short, democracy will en-
sure a strong market economy
and assist the ‘'markets’ in their
functioning.

Market Excesses and
the State

Not lnnF ago, political
economists leared that unless
and until there are adequate
laws and law enforcing appara-
tus where ‘the State' allows
market a free hand to function
the market may become oppres-
sive and ruthlessly exploit the
people to make personal profit,

e same school of thought
also fears that because the
‘market’ and the 'State’ may be
interlocked in familiar, social
and other close relationships,
the State may become an in-
strument to serve the interest of
the individuals in those rela-
tionships and may not control
the excesses of the market.

The opposite school argues
that such a situation cannot
arise for many reasons. One
major reason is that the 'State’
is a structural organ whose
functions are determined b
constitutional and lega
frameworks. Any involvement
of individuals and nepotism of
some of the individuals within
the structural organ of the state
can be restricted by structural
Frecunditinns determined by
aws,

The first school of thought
replies that in a ‘'weak’ economy

. ter being

(as in the Third World coun-

. tries) such control is not fore-

seeable, because the ‘political
elite’ are the same as the "busi-
ness elite’.

Opposition as a Check on
the Excesses of the State

Democratic pluralism, then
seems to be a necessity to ensure
that the State's I remains
under check. But such plural-
ism even if guaranteed con-
stitutional and legal frame-
works, may exist in theo

-§f’;fﬂ: the existence, of muj-

Ltiple b cannol guaga

hos %l}m ﬂ;ml;-E a{nm

g8y, .thelr, forceful represen:

tation in the 'State’, though the
ow

ﬂuaslbilit remains greater.
s forceful represen-
tation be guaranteed? One way
is to that the ‘State’' is not
constituted of the majorit
party, but the 'State’ shoul
mean a combination of the
majority p and opposition
rties. r they make the
State'. In such a situation the
members of the majority party
do-not have to support all the
moves of their party; they can
oppose and criticize their pwn
party., cast their votes in any
manner they see as just and
thereby keep democracy alive.
Democracy is not aboutl be-
ing elected only, but the process
of democracy continues even af-
elected. In a parlia-
mentary pluralism, such demo-
cratic processes can continue
endlessly. This has to be en-
sured by the of the 'Par-
liament’ in a ratic situa-
tion and he/she will decide
which motion can be debated or
not, debated, which bill should
be read or not read and so on. In
other words, the Speaker can-
not be an appointee of the ma-
jority party; but an appointee of

the legal system which remains
aumh:ﬁﬂthe sphere of the 'State'.
More Powerful Check
on the State
Surprisingly, greater and
more wcrfﬁlly ‘check’ on the
possible excesses of the State

comes from the market itself.
The control of this very market

{o improve the quality of service to the consumers.

cruitment of all stafl under the
regulator must be vested with

the lator so that he can re-
cruit staff with high level of
expertise. Such - autonomy

would also require exemption
of civil service salary and re-
cruitment rules. To keep the
staffing requirement to the ab-
solute um, the regulator
should also have the authori
to recruit experts and consul-
tants for specialised task,

Accountability: Trans-
parency in the decision
process would largely deter-
mine the accountability of the
regulator and to maintain such
transparency there must be set
rules of eradurcu. Some key
items be :

* rules for setting deadlines
for decision making;

* rules for jus £ non-po-
litical review of decision:

* procedure for parties con-
cerned for expressing views in
public hearing and appeal deci-
sions;

* rules for removal of the
regulator.

Accountability could be en-
hanced with the increase in the
number of commission mem-
bers. A commission with three
or five members could be a bet-
ter choice than a single member

commission.

Selection of tors : Se-
lection of regulators is key to
success of a regulatory agency.
For an independent regulator
the goal should be to select regu-
lators /commissioners with
personal qualities who can give
independent judgement and re-
sist improper pressure or in-
ducement. This is more so for a
new agency to be established

is an important task of the 'S-
tate’, but on the otherhand, this
market can also put a check on
the 'State’ excesses of policies
which are damaging and detri-
mental to the '‘market’ itsell.
The 'market’ must remain a
crucial parameter for measur-
ing the performance of the 'S-
tate’. ereas, the 'State’ can
impose performance target of
the market, the market also can
expect a satisfactory conduct
which the State has to deliver.

Recipe for Disaster: A
Strong Opposition

- - Strong opposition is not al-
WS fiecédsarilv'a chéek on the
: eN TR ALY heta
recipe for ‘disaster in someé de-
chﬁlng countries. In’the mame
of the masses or the people a
strong opposition can disrupt
the functioning of the ‘State' at
any time. sometimes for a just
cause, but most of the time for
their own party objectives. one
of which is to draw attention to
themselves and steal the lime-
light.

Is Pluralism an Absolute

Necessity?

The wviability of democratic
pluralism in a developing coun-
iry may not be a satisfactory so-
lution on the ground that the
State remains interlocked with
debates and arguments indefi-
nitely. and development works
either for the market or for the
country as a whole can be de-
layed or stponed. On the
other hand pluralism can en-
sure a balanced outcome in

olicies and practices.
ichever way we agree, one
cannot deny the fact that once a
government — any government
of any party — is formed as the
‘State’, it must be allowed to act,
supported or debated by all
through normal democratic
machinery (such as debates,
voles etc.) with the sole objec-
tive of smooth working and
controlling of the ‘'market’.

Short of that, pluralism or
not, democracy is not viable in
a market economy, and democ-
racy will fail in the Market.
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and in a country where there is
no precedence of establishment
of such independent sector re%u-
lator. The position of a regula-
tor in° any country is very
unique. Men of integrity and
stature holds such positions. In
many countries a status of a
minister is given to a regulator
for enabling him to work in
comfort with the executive au-
thority.

Stakeholders' Role: To en-
sure acceptance of the regula-
tor's decision the regulated
industries as well as e con-
sumers to be fair and legitimate,
it is necessary that the
stakeholders have the oppor-
tunity to represent their views.
There are generally two ap-
proaches for such representa-
tion. One is through a formal

rocess of hearing which is fol-
owed in the USA. This is some-
times considered to be too le-
ﬁ.llisth: and time consuming.

e other option is informal
process. In some countries con-
sultative or advisory councils
have been formed which advise
the regulator. The advisory
council is composed of repre-
seéntatives from user or con-
sumer group, utility and indus-

experts.

tory Process: To un-
derscore the need for fairness
and legitimacy of decision it is
necessary that the focus should
be on transparency. Regulatory
process would gen involve
three major steps. First, stake-
holders with an interest in a
decision must be able to present
their views; second, publication
of the decision with reasons for
taking the decision and, third,
the stakeholder's opportunity
to a against the decision of
the regulator. The appeal pro-
cess is very important to keep
the regulator within the domain

of its mandate and to be
accountable,

Appellate body: Where a reg-
ulatory body is lnd:pendenr:glt
is necessary that the appellate
body is also inde endgnt. In
many states in the ?JS appeal is
heard directly in a court,
whereas in many other coun-
tries there is an intermediate
step in which the appeal goes to
an appellate body which has
better technical expertise than
the court and decision could be
quick. The grounds of appeal
are generally defined in the reg-
ulation and are usually limited
to errors of fact or of laws in-
cluding failure to follow the re-
quired process.

Role of the Minister: One of
the most sensitive issues of a
regulator is the relationship
with the relevant minister.
Generally the minister is re-
sponsible for policy issues and
the regulator for regulation. It
may be sometimes difficult to
have a very clear cut demarca-
tion, if the regulator has signif-
icant discretion authority.
There are four major considera-
tions to determine the alloca-
tion of responsibilities between
the agency and the minister.
First, whether the matter in
question to be judged on a polit-
ical or technical ground. Sec-
ond, whether co-location of
particular function could create
significant conflict of interest,
The responsibility of the regu-
lator in promoting investment
in the sector could conflict with
the role of the regulator as an
1m§anial arbiter of investor
tahn cnnsll.:mcr interest. I"{‘lﬂrd if

€ regulatory agen as ex-

rtise for a task it mcg}r be per-
ormed by the same body to
yield any economies. This ma
justify giving the agency an ad-
visory role of matters that are
with the ministry. The fourth

, Roles and Respo,nsibhties and Start-u

issue is the degree of confidence
the political authorities have
with the agency. In general the
minister should be responsible
for the broad sector policy in-
cluding public investment, sec-
tor restructuring, taxation,
subsidies, intergovernmental
relations and legislative
framework. The agency may
play the advisory role in these
areas also. The agency should
be responsible for price setting,
investment approvals, licens-
ing, consumer quality of ser-
vice, technical standards, anti-
competitive practice etc,

Role relative to other
tors: The main focus of the regu-
lator is on economic regulation.
But utilities are also subject to
regulation to meet other raft ob-
Jectives such as safety, conser-
vation of energy practices and
environmental issues for which
there are other existing de-
partments or regulatory agen-
cies. In a country where there
are other existing regulatory
bodies, the role of each should
be well defined to avoid any du-
plication, jurisdictional uncer-
tainty and turf disputes.

Start up EmteF: Ideally an
independent reFu ator shguld
be in place before sector re-
forms have started even if for-

mal powers of the agency is not

in place. This will allow the
regulatér to familiarise with
the given responsibilities, es-
tablish its office and undertake
any training. This will also give
opportunity the potential in-
vestors in understanding the
regulatory regime of the coun-
try. Besides developing and
mastering complex technical
issues, creating a congenial
working relationship with the
political authorities, regulated
utilities, customers and various
stakeholders could be very
challenging in the infancy. In
countries where privatisation
remains politically contentious
and if the first evidence of its ef-
fect is price increase allowed by
the regulator then life of the
regulator is not made easy.

_the consumers and th

p Strategy

To face the challenge the
regulator must have adequate
training, ‘get technical support
for first few months from ex-
pertise and if required from
consultants. Twinning ar-
rangement between new regula-
tor and more experienced for-
eign regulator has been adopted
by some countries as one way to
get support and advice,

What is being done in
sh: As policy deci-

sion of GOB, the Power sector in

Bangladesh is under the

of restructuring. The Power Cell
under the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources has been
created to translate the com-
mitted sector reform pro-
ramme of the government
me of the reform programme
such as private power genera-
tion, separation of transmis-
sion system from generation,
establishment of a viable dis-
tribution network have alread
been initiated. The Nationa
Energy Policy document states
that a National Regulatory Au-
thority be established for the
Power and Gas Sector. Power
Cell has undertaken, as one of
its task, to establish this Regu-
latory Authority. The task in-
cludes presently to design a
regulatory framework for the
power sector to facilitate opera-
tion and interaction of various
sector entities under the re-
formed industry and market
structure, and to monitor their
service obligations. The struc-
ture and function of the Regula-
tor will ensure that the secter
entities.are financially viable,
promote competition, ensure
safety and service obligation
and protection of the rights of
party.

A draft regulatory framework
along with recommendation of
a Regulatory structure, powers,
independence, authority, oper-
ating mechanism along with a
new Electricity Act to replace
the 1910 Electricity Act will be
made available to the govern-
ment within March lﬂﬁg,

The writer is DG, Power Cell

ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION

When Skills Outweigh Degrees

by Raziuddin Ahmad

To successfully and effectively practise one’s profession, one needs to acquire up-to-date knowledge of artistic,
scientific and technological advancements of the relevant subjects of one’s professional field,

and there is no alternative to it.

f qualifications of teach:
_ other matert:

followed ete.. is npthing inflex-
ible. 1t changes ‘with th P
opment of the faculties of hu-
manity, science and technology
and philosophical doctrine. Of
all the factors in the system,
some last longer than the oth-
ers but none is permanent. It is
a never-ending experiment that
changes with the change of I)
human outlook and values, ii)
scientific and technological de-
velopment. and iii) philosophi-
cal and psychological require-

ments. _
In technical universities

students need to complete a
minimum of four-year course
for a bachelor's degree only
(some need more — five to six
{lcars of study) and they do not
ave a pre-determined honour's
course — they need to achieve it
as a class by their performance.
To be an honour's graduate in
these courses, one needs to se-
cure at least seventy-five per
cent marks or get a first or sec-
ond class, there is no provision
of third class.
So, there is no logic to weigh
all these degrees by the same

scale; and, therefore, illogical
to fix up criterion for selection
of teachers in the same manner
in all the universities.

In a general university one
has to have a master's e to
become a teacher of the lowest
level i.e. a lecturer. This does
not necessarily mean that in a

technical university this rule .

must also be followed. Now,
what these degrees indicate? Is
it obligatory to maintain a
uniform rule all over? | am sure
the answer is, ‘No'.

From our earlier discussions
we learned that. the more one
goes for a higher study more one
narrows down one's field and
concentrates in a minute detail
of a subject. So, one can be a bet-
ter research guide in one's spe-
cialised field but not necessar-

| ily a better teacher for general
| students. (Does this, in any way,

have any implication other
than in research works?). In
fact, for an undergraduate
course, one does not need a
teacher with a very high educa-
tional degree unless it is possi-
ble to provide experts on every
detail [ghaptcrl of a subject that,
practlca]l[sn is not possible,
articularly in our country. Un-
ortunately, we do not bother
about these facts and only su-
perficially try to see if one pos-
sesses a master's or a doctor’s
degree. This sort of judgement is
erroneous with no help for the
general purpose of selecting a
teacher or for the welfare of the
students. Mostly this is just or-
namentation.

Under the circumstances,
the education and qualifica-
tions of a teacher must be dif-
ferent for different purposes,
and it is so to some extent, still
it seems to be unbalanced in
many cases, Our policy makers
seem to be indifferent in this
respect cularly in formula-
tion of the selection criteria for
the university teachers. In
(government) colleges, teachers
are promoted to her posi-
tions. Most of the prolessors are
with no doctorate but in
a university, each post is filled

through fresh recruitment, and
they need to fulfil the requisite
quifticationy including their
educational Ht%rﬂ;s, Well, there
18 & hattifih /! but the erité
for selecfing a’teachef must be
reviséd particutarly for'the ars
chitectural education.

The same practice is ob-
served in the selection and re-
cruitment of teachers for archi-
tectural education. Architecture
is a functional art of building
and has little relation with
higher educational degrees,.
This is comparatively a new
field of education in our coun-
try. so, let us review its history
in brief.

The first school of architec-
ture in this region was estab-
lished in 1962 as a Department
of the Faculty of Architecture
and Planning under the newly-
set up East Pakistan University
of Engineering and Technology
(EPUET). which, after the inde-

ndence of Bangladesh named,

angladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology
(BUET), Dhaka. Under an ar-
rangement Texas A&M Univer-
sity of USA instituted this de-
partment and the same univer-
sity helped to begin its pro-
grammes with a team ol its
teachers headed by Professor
Richard E. Vrooman, an award-
winning professor of his coun-
try. None of the teachers who
came and constituted the newly
formed school in EPUET pos-
sessed a doctor's degree al-
though most of them were pro-
fessors of a US university.

After twenty years of the
foundation of the above school
one more school of architecture
was opened under a newly es-
tablished university in Khulna
in 1992 and was named Archi-
tecture Discipline. This school
started operating with Ar Bijon
Behari Sarma as its Head. Ar
Sarma received his degree of
Bachelor of Architecture of
BUET, Dhaka in 1977 and was
in the profession for about fif-
teen years before he engaged
himself in teaching. Now he has
completed about six years as a
university teacher besides his
}Jractlcal experience as a pro-
essional architect and still is
not qualified to be an associate

ofessor, not to speak of a pro-
essor, under the present rules
of the university.

I do not know if Ar Sarma is
otherwise disqualified to make
himself a professor. However,
in mir opinion a professional
who has practised his profes-
sion for five years or so, he ac-
quires knowledge equal to or
more than a master's degree
holder and one having ten
years' or more professional ex-

rience is, undoubtedly, more

owledgeable than a person
with doctor's de . Of course,
transfer of knowledge i.e. teach-
ing and being knowledgeable
are two different things. There-
fore, it is not necessarily that a
highly knowledgeable person
would make a good teacher - no
matter how he has acquired the
knowledge.

In post-graduate study, one
goes thro a definite limited
curricula designed for the
course covering some theories
and some onal (for archi-
tecture, design, etc) activities.
The programme ends up with
the submission of a thesis and

appearance in a set of formal

examinations that do not nec-
essarily cover all that were

tory for o
to go mf‘uugh' all éé? lhturigf
in greater details for the sake of
the prn‘jects one is commis-
sioned lor without any choice
since practical projects leave no
scope for choice, and does lot of
projects with the limitations of
space, budget etc., that are ab-
sent in a class project.

Class projects are also lim-
ited in number. To successfully
and effectively practise one’s
profession, one needs to acquire
up-to-date knowledge of artis-
tic, scientific and technological
advancements of the relevant
subjects of one's professional
field, and there is no alterna-
tive to it. Unfortunately, we
5:11:1'&1]? find that the aca-

emics, particularly in our
country, lack in keeping them-
selves up-to-date. How could it
be possible then that they would
learn better than a practising
professional — it is simply
ridiculous be expect.

Therefore, a practising ar-
chitect, who has spent around
five years in the profession, is
more equipped with knowledge
in all relevant fields than an
architect with a master’'s degree
with no practical experience. A
practising professional grows
discretion, and it is popularly
said that ‘an ounce of discretion
worth a pond of learning’. This
is the reason an educator is al-
lowed to practise his profession
in the developed countries, and
not because they do not have
sufficient professionals for
works th ave. On the other
hand, we have bars and restric-
tions for the teachers to practise
their [Jruf:ssluns making them
crippled. Our funny rules
indicate that nothing can re-
Blacc a formal degree conferred

y a university after comple-
tion of a routine educational
exercise,

I will now name a few pro-
fessionals who had poor educa-
tional background with high
achievements:

Frank Lloyd Wright (1869-
1959), one of the master archi-
tects, known as the father of
modern architeclture and the
creator of organic architecture,
had not even done undergradu-
ate course in architecture. The
style and philosophy of his ar-
chitecture are studied in all lev-
els of architectural education.
Many received their doctorates’
doing research on his works.

Ernst Neufert with not much
of formal education became

rofessor of architecture at var-
ous universities and colleges
and author of many books and
articles. One of his books titled

Architects’ Data is followed by
architects, engineers, builders,
students and many others
throughout the world. He is,
now, an honorary member of
the Real Academica de Ciencias
artes Barcelona and of the
al Institute of British Ar-
chitects, hnnnriua Jrufcaanr
and doctor at the University of
Lima, Peru. He has been
awarded the German Merit
Cross with star, as well as vari-
ous other German and foreign
honours,
Balkrishna Doshi, one of the
leading practising architects in

India. a professor of architec-
ture in the School of Architec-

| there in' thet corricula.All these ' ture at Ahmedabad University,
, activities are but a tifyy fraction
‘of what one does in practice. In

| practice it {s obli

sand one of the, 100, confempo-

‘rary architects of the weorld,

. does not have even a bachelor’s

degree in architecture. Many
publications are there on him
that are read and followed in
architectural schools at differ-
ent levels.

Miles Danby, a member of
the Royal Institute of British
Architects, without a bachelor's
degree became a professor of ar-
chitecture at the University of
New Castle upon-Tyne, UK. He
received the honour of Profes-
sor Emeritus. Now he is practis-
ing architecture as an rt on
institutional buildings, and de-
signed universities and other
institutional buildings in
Africa and in some European
countries. .

Tadao Ando, a self-educated
architect, possibly the most gi-
ant in Japan, and one of the top
100 of the contemporary archi-
tects of the world. He received
the Annual Prize of Architec-
tural Institute of Japan; the
Japanese Cultural Design Prize
(first time given for housing);
the Gold Medal of the French
Academy of- Architecture;
Arnold W. Brunner Memorial
Prize; Japanese Art Award, etc.
He is an Honor Fellow of
Columbia and Yale Universi-
ties. At present, he is a supervi-
sor of Ando Tadao Architec-
tural Studio; and could well be a
professor of a university,
should he wanted to be one.

Thousands such examples
are ble to be cited.

¢ examples above clearly
indicate that through practice
one learns and matures oneself
so much so that only with a
bachelor's degree or even with-
out that one may be capable to
guide a learner even for his
post-graduate study leading to
master’s or doctor’s d . It is,
therefore, illogical to impose
bar on bachelor’s degree holder
to be a professor or to fix-up the
requirements for being a pro-
fessor that one must have a
master's degree if not doctorate,
particularly in architectural
education. There is absolutely
no reason to suppose that these
degrees are essential to be a
good teacher; and any good
teacher with adequate experi-
ence deserves to be a professor.
Possessing an MS, MPhil or a
PhD cannot and must not be a
criterion for making a profes-

*Tone more point., I think,
would not be irrelevant in this
context. The universities are ei-
ther an autonomous body or a
private institution. Here, there
is no provision of promotion
from one position to the next
higher position, at least for the
teachers. | do not know why! In
government institutions, Irom
prim schools to the univer-
sity colleges, promotion is thc
usual practice to fill-up the next
higher position. In my opinion,
this is logical because one is
promoted not only in consider-
ation of one's length of service
but also considering one's ca-
ability and merit. Anyone
f'eachtng for a reasonable time
is expected to acquire skill, be-
Jcomes conversant and builds
confidence. Why should one,
then, not get &rnmnuun if one
ose?

could achieve the SR
The writer is an architect.



