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Accord with SKOP

The 12-point agreement between the government
and the Sramik Karmachari Oikkya Parishad
(SKOP) has caused justified consternation among
people who keep the interest of the national econ-
omy uppermost in their minds. It is the one-sided,
| sweeping and overly simplistic tone, temper and
texture of the accord that make us suspect whether
it is an outcome of economic consideration or of
short-sighted political expediency.

We are sympathetic of the government's decision
to constitute a Wages Commission to determine a
national minimum wage for the industrial work-
ers in accord with the price indices. But in setting a
l deadline for its formation (within a month), an-

nouncement of its award (within six months) and
its implementation with retroactive effect as from
‘July 1, 1997, the government has not involved the
industrialists and employers in the private sector
who would be at the receiving end of things. To say
that the government is the milching cow and it will
go on paying for the public sector till the emptying
out of its exchequer, so why should the private sec-
tor bother, is a grave error of judgment. It is just
not that the private sector sneezes if the public sec-
tor has caught cold, it is actually cold and fever
both attacking the private sector if the public sec-
tor has gone seriously wrong and sick. Mounting
losses of the SOES force the government to borrow
from the banking system. A credit squeeze throt-
tles the private sector's windpipe as the govern-
ment draws donor flak for deficit financing.

We fail to understand why the tripartite consul-
tative committee where the private sector employ-
ers are represented was bypassed in making those
consequential decisions last Tuesday.

The accord is not only silent on the rationale of
linkage between productivity and wages, it has
some loudly-proclaimed negative elements also to
make matters worse. It has been announced, for
example, that no massive denationalisation of in-
dustries will be undertaken. This and other caving-
in concessions to the SKOP could very well send
contradictory signals about the government's pri-
vatisation or free market policy.

After one and a half years' wrestling with details
the government produced new pay scales which it
is hard-put now to implement. And when the pub-

l lic seetor's earning capacity has dropped, it is
thinking of raising the salaries.

Under the circumstances, we think the agree-
ment with SKOP is going to have a serious negative
impact on the economy and work as a disincentive
for the investors, both local and foreign.

Why Protect Them Then?.

Clashes between student groups is a hallmark —

Chhatra Dal was a student party that had a differ-
ez;t" enesis. Its progenitor was in power when he
felt the need of a student wing to his party. But it
nevertheless had its baptism of fire during the Er-
shadian autocracy. And came in line with BCL and
| BCU as a party not only after money and bullying
power. But as soon as BNP was saddled in power,
the fight that was in BCD was completely lost. They
[ had only themselves to fight against.

On Sunday a BCL activist was stabbed by the stu-
dent rowdies of a rival BCL faction. As if this was
not bad enough, three BCL bullies were given a good
hiding when they tried to extort money from a cat-
tle auction at Savar Dairy farm. The nation is now
passing through a wave of pre-Eid chandabazi. And
one will be too willing to believe that the good
name of the government is being used by genuine or
fake BCL elements to take a goodly share of that.

I BCL or BCD can go to hell for all one cares. But

one cannot remain unconcerned over what that
would mean by way of a new sweep of youth degen-
eration. And to come to think of this devilish sce-
nario being fashioned very fundamentally by suc-
cessive governments. The students were the key
force in harvesting an overwhelming electoral vic-
tory for the Pakistan issue in 1946. Since then gov-
ernments have always tended to depend on student
I support to go to power and keep it. They have been

completely blind to the fact that students no more
have that power with the people.

We appeal to the Prime Minister, either to bring
BCL directly under AL discipline or let it be a truly
independent activist group bereft of government
ba::kin%. Thriving on government protection and
caring little for party discipline — cannot simply
go on. If the party chief does not put her foot down
and stop it, the AL and the government who have
already lost much of their credibility, would lose
whatever is left of that to the detriment of the
whole nation.

Eid Picking Menace
It has now assumed the proportion of a national
problem. Nevertheless, extortion as a social evil is
Eerhaps at its afflicting worst during festivals. The
usiness community, more precisely the shopown-
ers, feel the torturous edge of this otherwise perva-
sive malady during the two Eids. It is not any dif-
ferent this year.

Groups of youngmen, a substantial number of
whom are students, are visiting shops and de-
manding merchandise with impunity. Their proud
parade at market places and arcades is making a
mockery of authorities' so-called 'highest security’
alert. Extortionists, it is learnt, no longer keep
their hunting ground limited to shops and mar-
kets. They have extended their dominion to house-
holds too. At a number of areas in the capital,
groups of %uung people have been heard of de-
manding Eid bucksheesh for no service their
prospective givers could think of and threatening
them with dire consequences when refused.

In some places — though this has been more of a
problem with commercial or mercantile areas —
police and civil officials have reportedly appeared
in the role of extortionists. Tﬁe question that
springs up automatically then is, what is the point
in making those high flown ridiculous an-
nouncements if* government's 'own people' get
down in the business of toll collection ?

Although it had been announced earlier that in
order to curb the menace of extortion, video cam-
eras would be placed at vantage points so that those
coming for extortion or chandaggzi are easily de-
tected and promptly put in the line of fire. But no
camera was to be seen.
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dubiously enough — of our times in Bangladesh.

HE two-party system is
still a far cry in India. In
fact, if one were to add up

national and regional
parties, the number comes to
around 30. Still, three
formations have come to
emerge. There is the Bharatiya
Janata Party, with 12 regional
allies, Congress with six and
the United Front retaining the
14-&?{& alliance.

at it means is that no po-
litical party will get a clear
majority in the next Lok Sabha
because they have themselves
limited the scope of winning
272 in a house of 543. They
share seats with the parties
with their allies. The BJP,
which once said that it would go
it alone, has realised that it has
to have the support of other par-
ties.
No doubt, the argument is
that this time its purpose is to
create a niche in tge south and
the other non-Hindi speaking
states and to fight on its own in
the elections that will follow
the present one. Yet, it is an
admission that it cannot come
to power on its own. The coali-
tion, which it ran down in the
past, has come to be accepted as
the future pattern.

This has naturally diluted
the BJP's poll plank. It argues
that the party has no other op-
tion in the political climate
that prevails in the country.
This is true. What it does not re-
alise is that when it would want
to return to its own agenda, the
territory vacated by it might
have been occupied by the fa-
natics. It would be increasingly
under pressure to go back to its
original stand. But the party is
in no position to disturb the set

Dilemma for BJP

The very dilution has attracted the parties which were opposed to the B.JJP earlier. Its leader, Atal Behari
Vajpyee, has said that the B.JJP will not pursue its own programme because it will have to accommodate

the prograinmes of other parties. It is a good statement to cement relations with the allies but is it
good enough for the BJP's traditional voters?

up it has so labouriously built
in the states, where it does not
count.

The question it should ask
itself is : Can it pursue the di-
luted programme without
aliena its committed vot-
ers? So far the BJP has stood
for a strident Hindutva, which
has been spelled out in the
terms of Hindu Rashtriya, the
common civil code, the scrap-
ping of Article 370, which gives
a special status to Kashmir, and
the b of Ram temple at
the site where the Babri masijid
stood before demolition. The
removal of the ues shar-
ing the ises of temples at
Mathura and Varanasi has been
deferred for the time-being,

It is no more a secret that the
parties with which the BJP has
aligned itself are st such
demands. Some ol the allies
have sald so publicly. In fact,
the very dilution has attracted
the parties which were opposed

1o the BJP earlier, Its leader,

Atal Behari ‘:;EHFFH' has said

not pursue jts
own p e because it will
have to ‘accommodate the pro-
grammes of other parties. It is a

good statement to cement rela-
tions with the allies but is it

good enough for the BJP's tradi-
tional voters?
When the Jana . before

it was rechristined as BJP, had
a stand which was wishy-
washy.-Then it never crossed a

double digit in the Lok Sabha. It
was able to increase its tally to
90 In 1977 after Gandhian
Jaiprakash Narayan made
them it of the Janta Party,
which swept the polls in the
wake of Mrs Indira Gandhi's au-
thoritarian rule. But then came
a stage when the Jana Sangh
members had to choose between
the RSS, its mentor, and the
Janata Party. They left the
Janata Party and founded the
BJP. LK Advani then announced
that they would go it alone.

in the House. It was evident that
the stand of Hindu chauvinism
won them seats. The voters,
who have stood behind it, have
a specific image of the party.
Can it now turn its back to them
and lﬁ that it has or
diluted its policy because of cer-
tain considerations? The dan-
ﬁlm such an eventuality is

those who have put faith in
the BJP because of its Hindu
face may feel betrayed and may
evm“ distance themselves from

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

That was the time when th
began to play the Hindu card.
The new policy was focused on
an appeal to Hindus in the
name of religion and it articu-
lated such causes as would fo-
ment religious sentiments, to
the exclusion and discomfort of
the Mus]ims and secular forces.
There were pressures on the BJP
to give up its Hindutva stand to

its base.

But the BJP did not change.
It reaped the dividends and, as a
result, its number rose to 161 in
the last Lok Sabha. The party
became the single largest group

It is difficult to believe that
the BJP will do so, particularly
when the RSS is the boss. Only
the other day did | see Vajpayee
in knickers, standing in salute
before RSS Chief Raju Bhaya,
published in a newspaper. The
cat is out of the bag. can the
BJP which is an instrument of
the RSS can make a departure
from the basic philnmrhy of
Hindu Rashtriya. It would tan-
tamount to the tail wagging the

:n fact, RSS ideologue
Govindacharya let the cat out of
the bag when he said an inter-

view that it was "practical ide-

alism”. It meant the party has
adopted a strategy for winning.
He went on to explain: "It may
also be termed as a tactical act
of self-defence.” What Govin-
dacharya said was that the sit-
uation demanded the BJP to act
in a cular way so that it

could have alliance with differ-
fn:"pQIUﬂ in different parts of
ndia.

But 'practical idealism' is the
not a r{lel::.rau which the BJP
su ?:I in rural nret;a wﬂh'I:

’ at t
urbanites my have
hitched their on to the BJP
because it held out certain

romises, the promises of

idutva, common civil code,
etc. They may not appreciate
the Ppoint of strategy, which the
BJP emphasises, to get a
foothold in the south, ssa or
West Bengal. The diluted stand
of the may make fanatic
bodies like the Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) more attractive.
However, the only sa ace
for the BJP is that the P is
also an instrument of the RSS.
It will see to it that VHP does
not come in the way of the BJP.

In any case, Govin-
dacharya's observations should
be a warning to persons like
George Fernandes and Ram Kr-
ishna Hegde, still parading as
anti-communal in their ap-

roach. They say that the BJP
as changed. If it is a strategy,

then how? The RSS idmlﬂn]guc
argues that it is 'practical’ to
Eursuc the line which the party

as taken at present. To read
anything more than that is
foolish. Fernandes and Hegde
are seasoned enough to know
that.

I:ﬂ; associating with parties
which, till recently, had secular
credentials, the BJP the
percentage of votes (20.29 per

e it p:g:lu PIEI.tl'n': 1 o

in ast

m increase. People sit-
ting on the fence or those who
mnﬂwha in their faith in
sm have already begun

to feel that the BJP is after all
not that communal when peo-
le like Fernandes, Hedge and
GK Menon, the renowned sci-
entist, have joined hands with

it. .

The real that the BJP
faces is that in an effort to win
the non-BJP voters it may lose
some of its su . Its is
;nthehuiun nl;;heun Hin-
utva it wears. put on
some other clothes, it mm;:; be

found ble but it may lose
the people who have s by it
for years.

The fielding of LK Advani, so
far uayln% 'no’ to the Lok Sabha,
is meant probably to sustain
the hopes of hardliners that all
that the BJPladolnglstu‘geta
majority. If, by a quirk of cir-
cumstances, it attains 272 seats
in the Lok Sabha on its own
symbol, Advani would be the
prime minister. If the majorit
is through the allies, the soft
Vajpayee would occupy the
chair. And, in any case, Govin-
dacharya has made it clear that
Vajpayee is only a ‘'mask’.

The Latest Clinton Scandal: Death Wish in the White House?

Naeem Mohaiemen writes from New York

S it the worst moment of

Bill Clinton's checkered ca-

reer? The third major sex-

ual scandal invuhri:EF the
sitting President of the United
States exploded into national
headlines on Thursday, Jan-
uary 22. The question on many
lips that morning was, will this
be Clinton's Watergate?

The Clinton Presidency is no
stranger to scandal. During his
first election campaign, allega-
tions of an extra-marital affair
with Gennifer Flowers followed
the would-be President. During
the first term of his Presidency.
former employee Paula Jones
brought a sexual harassment
case st Clinton. The Jones
case finally came to head last
week, when President Clinton
had to deliver sworn testimony
in court. Through all this, the
ongoing

itewater scandal, being
investigated by Special Prose-
cutor eth Starr, drags on
interminably. Whitewater has
the potential to cause most
damage, with its allegations of
shady land deals and improper
financial transactions — in
which both Bill and Hillary
Clinton are alleged to be in-
volved. The only problem with
the Whitewater investigation is
— it's too complicated. The av-
erage American doesn't have
the patience to absorb hour af-
ter hour of televised hearings

on complicated financial ar-
cane. In the end, sexual scan-
dals are easier to comprehend,
more easily capsulated by the
tabloid press.

Understandably, Clinton's
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Sir, Mr Nawaz Sharif, the
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
has announced that all the Pak-
istanis stranded in Bangladesh
would be repatriated under a
time-frame as soon as suffi-
cient fund is available. Last
time some of the stranded Pak-
istanis were repatriated with
the help of Rabita Alam Al Is-
lami who raised funds. We hope
they will come forward this
time also. The following sug-
gestion is therefore offered for
consideration of Rabita Alam
gl Islami and Government of

year a large number of
Muslims go to perform Hajj
from Bangladesh, Indonesia
and Malaysia by air. After
completion of Hajj their na-
tional airlines go to Jedda for
bringing them back. These air-
lines while going to Jeddah re-
main almost empty. Rabita and
Government of Bangladesh may
perhaps take a move to utilise
these flights for taking the
stranded Pakistanis from
Dhaka to Lahore or Karachi on
gﬂ}rment of landing charges in
haka and Lahore with some
incidental expenses.

A A G Kabir

37/1 Lichubagan, Joarshahara
Bazar

Dhaka-1229.

"The Rickshaws"

Sir, Ms. Jahanara Saba's
letter was printed in the DS on
the 12th o Jm under the
heading "The haws". | can
see that she tried real hard to
sound as emotional and
scientific to save the Rickshaws
from being cxtinct. | agrec that
the motive 1is quile
commendable, but when the
reasons behind that is down
right ridiculous, that {s when I
start :

nglgjumdu create traffic
ams and slow other motorised

ansportation down to a small
like s . whether you or
not that is the fact. If you don't
believe me Lthen simply go Lo

laces like New Markel and
Zlephant Road in Lhe rush
hours. Because of Lheir 3 whecls
in [ront. they become a nui-
sance when it comes to ordeicd
queues, because they just [ill up
‘whatever gap they lind in [ront
that d orates Lhe cendition
of the traffic that much more.
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Clinton's problem is — whether the allegations are

true or not, once the charges have been made, the courts

have to investigate until he is cleared. And it is in that arduous process of investigation that real

political enemies were over-
joyed when the latest sexual
scandal hit the press on Thurs-
day last — allegations that the
President had a brief relation-
ship with 24-year-old White
House intern Monica Lewinsky.
Even more d ing are the
allegations that the President
instructed Monica to lie about it
when questioned by federal in-
vestigators.

On the surface, these seem to
be fairly unlikely charges.
Would the sitting President of
the United States really put his
entire career in jeopardy for a
briefing with a 24-year-old?
However, Clinton's problem
is — whether the allegations are
true or not, once the charges
bave been made. the
to investigate until he is
cleared. And it is in that ardu-
ous process of investigation

that real political damage can
be caused by his Republican op-
ponents.

Today, Thursday, the Lewin-
sky scandal has hit all the
newspaper {ront pages. It al-
ready threatens to be a
firestorm that will consume the
White House. Even if the alle-

tions are not true, the Presi-

ent's friends and aides will
have to spend the next few
weeks furiously battling the

charges. Independent Prosecu-

political damage can be

have

tor Kenneth Starr is in posses-
sion of 17 tapes secretly
recorded by Linda Tripp. a for-
mer White House aide. The
recordings of conversations be-
tween Tripp and Lewinsky re-
portedly have the former intern
speaking of a relationship with
Clinton. As the probe contin-
ued, FBl agents began inter-
viewing other interns assigned
to the White House,

Earlier in the day, the presi-
dent forcefully denied the alle-
gations. Just before a meeting
with Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat, Clinton said to journal-
ists, “The allegations are false,
and | would never ask an
to do anything other than tell
the truth.” During an interview
on the PBS prograimnme "New-
sHour”, he also said "I did not
urge anyone to say an un-
true.” First lady Hillary -
ham Clinton told reporters on
Wednesday that she believes the
allegations are part of a "con-
certed effort to undermine his
legitimacy."

Journalist Thomas H. Moore
explained on Thursday that
"having an affair with an in-
tern is not a federal crime, but
I about it, or asking others
to do so, is... Allegations so far
involve possible perjury, sub-
orning pcrj_ug/ and obstruction
of justice.” Clinton's potential

legal problems may go ond
the courtroom. Rep. Henry
Hyde (R-Ill.). chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee,
said if the charges of asking
Lewinsky to lie are verified,
Congress could consider im-
peac nt.

A USA Today/CNN/Gallup
Poll reported that 54 cent of
Americans believe Clinton had
an affair with Monica Lewin-
sky, but only 39 per cent believe
that he asked Lewin to lie
about the matter. SALON mag-
azine conducted interviews
with some noted columnists —
the diver of their views on
this matter reflect the wide
variance of opinion among the
American people. They also re-
flect a{gruwmg cynicism and
loss of faith in political leaders.
Here are ex ts from some of
the more ng comments:

Camille Paglia, controver-
sial feminist, author of Sexual
Personae:

"My attitude is, I don't care

what men or women in public

office do in their private life. As
a strict libertarian, [ believe
that's entirely their own busi-
ness. But what we don't want is
a kind of up of the pri-
vate with the public. Therefore
if you're in a position of leader-
ship, you shouldn’'t be havtnﬂ
affairs with your subordinates
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You would be surprised to know
a basic theory of science, and
that is most of the traflic acci-
dents take place because of the
sudden intervention of slower
moving vehicles. There lhas
been numerous cases wlien
Rickshaws suddenly turn into
side roads thinking that it is
their God-given right to do so,
ends up causing the vehicles
coming from the rear suddenly
to swerve or brake, thus hitting
at:ﬁraﬂ. annt‘heg;rem:le or worse
still - a i

Thmpari:rbctn cases when a
veliicle was overtaking in a
highway and suddenly discov-
ers himself face to face with a
rickshaw. Having no other al-
ternative it had (o brake
sharply and ended up in ihe
ditch. Sometimes these rick-
shaws can act like an itch on
your back where you can't reach
properly, yet it is there. You
said that the rts predicted
something awful a decadc back
what might happen if rick-
shaws are taken off the streets.
How come these so-called ex-
Ecrta are not spreading their

alf-hearted predictions all
over the world? In the civilised
world nmjuritly of their vehicles
arc motori :

These spread these
ideas for gullible people to
digest only. The most
environmentally ' friendly
countries in the world are
switching to wvehicles which

~ consume either less fuel or none

at all, and that is after they had
scrapped human powered
transportation or put them up
for display in the museums for
8 to'admire or

make of. Because they too

“had the brains to realise that

these man-powered vehicles are
an annoyance to all, will cause
traffic problems because of the
speed variation and simply clog

- up areas where motorised vehi-

could have moved freely.

Masroor Ahmed Deepak.
Dhaka i

Flame as a symbol

Sir, I refer to Mr Abu Imran's
recent letter on the topic. A
large section of the Bangladeshi
Muslims would not like to ac-
cept'and associate themselves
with the use of flame as a sym-
bol of public remembrance, and
the same should not be imposed
on the public bK a section of the
politicians or the state.

Why create a controversy

. nation

when it is avoidable and re-
placeable with something more
acceptable (flame is not the
only solution)? One is reminded
of the use of the international
terms "Red Cross” and "Red
Crescent” for which the Muslim
nations had to protest for many
years, before the rich and pow-
erful international community
accepted the compromise.

Bangladesh is passing thr-
ough a critical period. Now is
the time to unite and not to
create unnecessary conlrover-
sies. It is better not to impose
basic issues; that is the first
sign of good governance or ma-
ture politics. Also, legal matters
may not be tinged with politics.
What is noticeable about local
politics is that the politicians
seek political solutions most of
the time, even on non-political
issues.

Religion is a sensitive issue
based on faith, hence it is risky
to apply too much logic or ide-
ology into the proposed solu-
tions. Over-enthusiasm might
be regarded as imposition, and
create difficult situations. That
is why, perhaps. world opinion
has created what is known as
modern 'democracy’ of toler-

*oance

A Zabr
Dhaka

The political
confrontation

Sir, As a citizen, | take a dim
view of the confrontational
build-up between the two major
:ilimcﬂd par‘}l;ﬁi wmlﬂtll i; esca-
ating day ay. le two
pu%ar leaders, ywhu hm?rt de-
iberately planned to run their
respective parties based heavily
on the historical past, and have
so far showed no inclination to
stand without props, to lead the
sitively forward at a
reasonable speed, the way the
common people wish it, to-
wards fast economic develop-
ment, sans chimerical political

overtones, -
Why politics, development,
and governance cannot keg_f

reasonably apart, as we find
other countries? There is too
much pressure of politics on the
uncl:ta How this polarisation
could be reduced, and the sensi-
tl;letr brought down to normal
level, so that each citizen could
follow his own pursuit of pro-
fession and pastime, as dictated

by fundamental rights?

The negative implications
for the nation are disturbing.
The ruling party aﬁp-cars to be
keen to debilitate the exis-
tence of the powerful o tion
(the preceding regime), while
the opposition seems to be bent
on denying the other party to
complete five years. The former
is not possible, and the latter is
a nuisance. But it is difficult to
dissuade the opposition from

ursuing its goal of tit-for-tat.

ow all sectors of the society
are sharply divided, and the op-

ortunists would be making

ai,' while the sun shines divid-
edly.

It appears the society has to
be a witness to this gladiators'
fight, taking the country back-
wards. This time the operation
may not last for two years, as
other forces and groups will be
active for a piece of the pie.

- There is another risk of a third

force joining the fray. Out of
this triangular battle, only one
can survive, as the public would
abhor the return to the existing
state of confrontation.

Hence the cl part of this
century might bring decisive
changes in the governance sce-
nario of the state, and the state
of politics may also change for
ever. It looks like that the
coming outcome may be a
turning point after 1971, and we
may see a new Bangladesh
emerge [rom the coming senti-
mental sacrifice at the altar of
patriotism. ~

Looking at the whole sce-
nario philosophically, what is
the bit issue in this internal
confljct?

A Husnain
Dhaka

"Can a country
be sold?"

Sir, |1 share the views with
Nawrin Samrina expressed in
her letter 'Can a Country be

Sold?' published in your es-
teemed daily of 20 January.
The piece was a umn;?' one
and an eye-opener to us. J\FEIT
eep in mind that

day should
we, the

idiot electorate, are impor-
tant at least once in every five
years or so.

Abu Mohamed Obaydullah
S-8 Park Plaza

nt
31 Bananl, Road 17, Dhaka-
1213

caused by his Republican opponents.

' geat.w in attaining
scipline himself or

Gene Lyons, columnist,
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette:

"Maybe it's a case of political
ll'ltﬂ%:. The timing is interest-
ing. Paula Jones case is go-
ing into the toilet, and ne
knows it, except the media.
Kenneth Starr has no on
Whitewater. It's possible that
this has been cooked up by Clin-
ton's enemies as a desperation
move. What we may have is
some sort of coup attempt, and
right now the rebels have the
radio station and the television
station. The question is: Which
way is the Army going to go?
..My guess right now is that
Clinton will survive, crippled.
Again.”

Martin Anderson, former
assistant to President Nixon
and President Re :

"if the allegations are not
true, it won't even be a footnote
in the history books. If it's true,
they should have said, "Gee, I'm
sorry. it happened.”" Admit it

“haps

.
and say it won't hap n.
The American people H:gal very
forgiving, it's amazing how
much the public will forgive..
.E:q’t they don't like, is to be lied
The last word belon -
to Wend mﬁ'ﬁwﬂ
lawyer and public policy fellow
at Radcliffe-Harvard. She quite
rightly points out that the me-
dia's relentless focus on sexual
scandals is distracting atten-
tion from the real issues at
hand — those that affect thou-
sands of unemployed, homeless,
poverty-stricken "forgotten”
Americans:

"All of this makes me nos-
talgic for the days when a presi-
dent was investigated for ?:git—
imate crimes. If the American
people want someone moral in
office they should elect the

pe. | don't think these allega-

ons are serious. It epitomises
the trivialisation of the news,
This story is a lot of fun for
le. It's gossip. [ don't think
the behaviour is relevant to his
ability to govern. I'm not a fan
of President Clinton, but I don't
think we are focusing on the
right thing. This is no more
ou s than the welfare bill
or the immigration bill."

OPINION
Sanctity of Ramzan

Abu Imran

poset to v & dibciphred
su to live a disci
life? precisely as dictated By the
holy Quran and Sunnah
(practices and sayings of the
holy Prophet-SM). To do so he
is to pray five times a day, pay
zakat (a sort of wealth tax to
benefit the r), perform
(pilgrimage to the holy Kaba
harif in Makkah, at least once
in lifetime), and observe nbllﬁ?-
tory month-long fast during the
month of holy . And do
ood and ward off evils. In
rief, he is to live a life to help
himself, the society or at least
he does such things that do not
harm others.

The last obligatory ritual i.e.
month-long fasting, helps him
iety and
erself in
achieving the desired goal set
by Allah (SWT). Here in this
month he is to abstain from
food, drink, permitted sex etc.
from dawn to dusk. Thus it is
seen that even what is allowed,
he is to refrain from that so that
he develops a habit and prac-
tice not to commit things con-
sidered unlawful and evil or
sinful. This is a collective effort
that is practised all over the
ﬂnth mttlj]j Sp tion that not

an ual's or a ‘s
cha?tr*a:t:r is moulded ratgu lge
a.imfla li_miﬂrual:i. But %lhu. we
are far from achieving the
because all around us we m
almost no change in societal
behaviour — the ex-routine
continues almost unabated.

By and large, a large number
of people do not observe fast,
nor do they pray. Not only this,
rather the audacity is extensive.
The evils like bribe, us . ly-
ing, cheating, unhealthy busi-
ness practices, lawlessness,
killing even by the police and
other vices continue
unchecked. Cinema halls and
billboards outside suggest that
the inside view may more
permissive, violent, sexy and
what not. The trading commu-
nity are sermonised to keep the

rices low. But who cares. They

eep the food shops open. And
the tra community consider
this month as suitable to
fleece the consumers since
there is neither price control
nor any kind of consumerism
concept worth the name. There
is a body called "consumers' as-
sociation” whose function per-
haps is only to survey the
prices, monitor the rise, hold
seminars and on con-

sumerism and issue statements
to brinﬁ down prices which
helps little in nnntulmw the
sky-rocketing prices. Maybe
they do the meaningless exer-

cise to ju their existence as
an NGO and receive regular
fund flow to sustain them. If so,
the idea may not be bad — at
least some people are provided

for at modest to in a
country like B adesh where
many people are unemployed:

At state level, the scenario is
not much different. They re-
main contented with issuing
statements welcoming the holy
month of Ramzan and asking
the traders to keep prices low,
honour the sanctity of Ramzan
etc. etc. But in case too
who cares! While there's official
break for prayer from 1:15 to
1:30 PM. official meetings in
very many cases are held
around that od creating

roblems for the bulk who at
east want to pray in congrega-
tion. Sometimes the meetin
continues for such a lan[gnrenoé
that not to speak of missing
CO ation, even people have

to miss the obligatory prayers.

The state media like the
TV/Radio have their usual
recreational p s with
patch work sketchy religious
events that leave little
favourable impact in creating
an atmosphere to influence

le to attain pdg?h

e Hinlstll'ﬁ Sports ig-
nored the month by hos In-
?c ; dmﬁ ?ﬂmcket matlfh 10-

an,’ aps su

a number of sports m
s l: off their fast and yers
which are obligatory for the
Muslims. This could have been,
with least inconvenience, re-
scheduled. The time was also
inappropriate since the bulk of
the population were chilling
under cold and even hundreds
of people died. This was nothing
short of apathy because while
the bulk suffered, a small num-
ber became over-jubilant so
much so that the State Minister
for Sport and Culture had to
sermonise people to be disci-
plined. This was some like
a self-conflicting action. Allow-
ing the game and fun and then

asking the youths or fans to

behave. It was just a pious
wish

The above discussion would
amply s t that the sanctity
of Ramzan is grossly violated
almost at all levels. That being
so, the desired piety throu
month- fasting can h
be ac . And its spirit and
action will be reduced to noth-
ing more than a ritual which is
not desired by Allah (SWT).
Therefore it is necessary that all

should take proper steps to ob-
serve sancti Ramzan to get
its real benefit.




