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Competition closes at 8 pm
on Jan 30, 1998

1| Which Kiwi batsman scored

.

the only ODI century
against Pakistan?

Cairns Astle Crowe

2| Which is the highest.ODI

individual score #
194 189 198 |

3| How many ODI centuries
has Azharuddin hit

3 4 v

4| Who scored the only half- |
ceniury for Bangladesh in?
the Independence Cup? :

Aminul Alam Mahmud

5| Who is leading Bangladesh in
the World Youth Cup cricket

in South Africa?

Sabbir Al-Sharlar Sajal |
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(Former Englznd cricket
captain)

“"A winning skipper is one
who has a passion for tactics,
has the ability to apply psycho-
logical pressures and is good at
both individual and team psy-

chology.”

ACA serves
a major

threat

SYDNEY, Jan 25: Leading
Australian cricketers may boy-
cott the upcoming seven-week
tour of India unless a dispute
with pay and conditions is re-
solved, a weekend newspaper
report said there, reports AFP.

Talks between the players
and their Australian Cricket
Board (ACB) been on hold since
a threatened players strike was
narrowly averted two months
ago.

The players union, the Aus-
tralian Cricket Association
[ACA) said in October that they
want to bring international and
Sheflield Shield players in line
with other professional
sportsmern.

The ACB says the claims are
not on. Talks have hroken
down twice singg and the war-
ring sides haved not formally
met since late December. No
further meetings are scheduler],

Privately, neither sidc ex>
gects an early resolution, the

ydney Morning Herald said
today, with the players consid-
ering further direct action, in-
cluding a boycott of the Indian
tour as a last resort.

ACA president Tim May
woul” not comment on the
chance of a boycott, citing an
agreement with the board to
keep all their dealings confi-
der:tial.

Australian players were on
ne ver(‘jgﬂ of striking during the
second Test against New
Zealand in Perth last Novem-
ber, before the ACA executive
pulled back for fear of how such
action would be treated by the
public.

The very idea of a strike by
Australian Test siars has re-
portedly roused keen interest in
other countries. with player
bodies in the West Indies and
England expressing empathy.

Australia are due to start
their three-Test tour of India on
February 20,

Osaka marathon
[ ] £ ) ,
Lidia’s

OSAKA., Jan 25: World
bronze medalist Lidia Simbn of
Romania overtook defendin
race champion Katrin Dorre o
Germany in the last kilometre
to win the Osaka international

women's marathon today, re-
ports AFP, -

It was the 24-year-old Ro-
manian's fourth victory in a
full marathon and the first
Since Lyon in 1994,

Pakistan leave for SA today

KARACHI Jan 25:
The Pakistan
cricket team pre-
pared to leave for
South Africa and
Zimbabwe today
-~ on a 10-week tour
already marred h{ rotests over
the ouster of world-class pacer
Wasim Akram; reports AFP,

"l find it hard to understand

S ey S

1 that a player of Akram's ability

has been axed from the team on
fitness grounds.,” cricket star-
turned-politician Imran Khan
sald.

il

HANIF MOHAMMAD

Several oiher former Test
cricketers also slammed the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
lor dropping Akram from an
important tour and termed the
decision a big mistake.

"Akram's absence
weaken the Pakistan bowling

L

will

'| in South Africa, especially the

hard and bouncy pitches which
would have been suitable for
him,” said lmran, 44, who led
Pakistan to 1992 World Cup vic-
tory.

"AKram is an automatic
choice in any team,” Imran

added.

All-rounder Akram decided

to quit as captain in December
amid charges of match-fixing
aﬁi*:r the teamn's defeat in Shar-
ah,
J Cricket legend Hanil Mo-
hammad, also blaming the
PCB, said Akram’'s ouster was
based on "personal vendetta,”

Akram is a "great" cricketer
and "doors for such a player
should always remain open,”
Mohammad said. "This is not
good for Pakistan team."

The Pakistan team is lo
leave late today to play three
Test matches against South
Africa.

They will then visit Zim-
babwe for two Tests and two
one-day internationals and re-
turn to South Africa to partici-
pate in a triangular tournament
which will also include Sri
Lanka.

Latif and team coach Haroon
Rashid said they had to play
with the availagie team and
hoped to see exciting encoun-
ters.

"We will play positive cricket
in front of the South African
crowd.”

Akram, who was recently in
England to finalise details of
his benefit year with Lan-
cashire, expressed shock over
the decision.

"l am shocked that | have
been dropped from the side. Nei-
ther the chief executive nor
anyone from PCB bothered to
inform me that [ have been
dropped from the side.," first
class cricketer Sajid Khan
quoted Akram as having said.

“It is sad, there i{s nothing
wrong with my bowling. In fact
| have been bowling quite well
recently. In the last five Test
matches I bagged 25 wickets.”
Akram said.

Before his departure to Eng-
land, Akram said his decision

not to captain Pakistan was be-
cause he and his family had re-

ceived threats from anonymous
phone callers and added he

Greats rally behind Wasim

would continue to play for Pak-
istan as an ordinary player.

"l have served Pakistan with
pride and | believe that | can
serve the country for the next
two to three years.”

Akram played 77 Test

matches for Pakistan taking
334 wickets and in 238 one-day

matches where his

reached 341 wickets.

tally

Akram's ouster also sparked

anger among cricket fans.
"Everywhere he is treated as

a great player and here these

demigods of cricket are trying

IMRAN KHAN

to humiliate him. This is dis-
gusting. They (board officials)

should bring him back.” said

cricket fan Ahmed Shah.
"Sending the team without

Wasim to uth Africa is like

sending a boxer without gloves.
There will be no punch, why do
they want to make team a
unchbag.” said another cricket
an Mushahid Alj.
“We believe heie is going to
bowl out the board as he bowls
out opponents in the cricket

field. He is a great fighter.™ h
added. = § :

Pakistan has selective Islam

Continued from yesterday s issue

There was a sequence of
events in the 80's that moved
me towards God as the Quran
says: "There are signs for people
of understanding.” One nlpthem
was cricket. As | was a student
of the game, the more | under-
stood the game, the more | began
to realise that what [ considered
to be chance was, in fact, the
will of Allah, the pattern which
became clearer witi time. But it
was not until Salman Rushdie's
Satanic Verses that my un-
derstanding of Islam began to
develop,

People like me who were liv-
ing in the we stern world bore
the brunt of anti-Islam preju-
dice that followed the Mu:a{im
reaction 1o the hook.

We were left with two
choices; fight or flight. Since |
felt strongly that the attacks on
Islam were unfair, [ decided to
fight. Tt was then | realised that
I was not equipped to do so as
er knowledge of Islam was in-
adequate. Hence | started my re-
search and for me a period of
my greatest enlightenment, |
read scholars like Ali Shariati,
Mohammad Asad, Igbal. Gai
Eaton, plus of course, a study of
the Holy Quran.

I will try to aq]::lain as Con-
cisely as is possible, what "dis-
covering the truth" meant for
me. When the believers are ad-
dressed in the Quran, it always
says, "Those who believe and do
good deeds.” In other words, a
Muslim has dual function, one
towards God and the other to-
wards fellow human beings.
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PRINCESS DIANA

The greatest impact of be-
lieving in God for me meant
that | lost all fear of human be-
ings. The Quran liberates man
from man when it says that life
and death and respect and hu-
miliation are God's jurisdic-
tion, so we do not have to bow
before other human beings. As
Igbal puts it, "Wo aik Sajda
Jisay tu giran samajhta hair,
hazaar sajdon say deta hai
sadmi ko nijaat”.

Moreover. since this is a
transitory world where we pre-
pare for the eternal one, I broke
out of the self-imposed prisons,
such as growing old (such a
curse in the western world, as a
result of which, plastic surgeons
are having a field day).
materialisin, ego, what people
say and so on. It is important to
note that one does not eliminate

.the earthly desires, simply that
instead ol being controlled by
them, one controls them.

By following the second part
of believing in Islam, 1 have be-
come a better human being.
Rather than being self-centred
and living for the self, | feel that
because the Almighty gave so
much to me, in turn I must use
that hltsaln% to help the less
Frlﬂlcgcd. y following the

undamentals of Islam rather

Imran Khan

than becoming a Kalashnikov-
wielding fanatic, I have become
a tolerant and a giving human
being who feels compassion the
underprivileged. Instead of at-
tributing success to myself, |
krnow it is because of God's will.
hence humility instead of arro-
gance, Also, instead of the
snobbish Brown Sahib attitude
towards our masses, I believe in
egalitarianism and strongly
feel agaipst the injustice done
to the weak in our society ac-
cording to the Quran,” Oppres-
sion is worse than killing.”

In fact only now do I under-
stand the true meaning of [s-
lam. if you submit to the will of
Allah. you have inner peace.

Thmuﬁh my faith, 1 have
discovered strength within me
that I never knew existed and
that has released my potential
in hife. My education pro-
gramme that | intend to an-
nounce in March is far more
ambitious than the cancer hos-
pital project. I feel that in Pak-
istan we have selective Islam.
Just believing in God and going
through the rituals is noat
enough one also has to be a good
human being. I feel there are
certain western countries with
far more Islamic traits than us,
especially in the way they pro-
tect the rights of their citizens,
or for that matter their justice
system. In fact some of the
finest individuals | know live
there. What I dislike abou them
is their double-standards in the
way they protect the rights of
their citizens and yet consider
citizens of other countries as
being somehow inferior to them
as human being, EG dumpin
toxic waste in the Third World,
advertising cigarettes that are
not allo in the west and sell-
ing drugs that are banned in the
west,

One of the problems facin
Fakislan is the polarisation o
two reactionary groups. On the
one side is the westernised
group that looks upon Islam
through western eyes and has
inadequate knnwfedgr: about
the subject. It reacts to any one
trying to impose Islam in the
sociely and vants only a selec-
tive part of the religion. On the
other extreme is the group that
reacts to this westernised elite
and in trying to become a de-
fender of the faith, takes up
such intolerant and self-righ-
teous attitudes that are repug-
nant to the spirit of Islam.

What needs to be done is to
somehow start a dialogue be-
tween the two extreme. In order
for this to happen, the group on
whom the greatest proportion
of our educational resources are
spent in this country rnust
study Islam properly. ether
they become practising Mus-
lims or believe in God is en-
tirely a personal choice: as the
Quran tells us that there is "no
compulsion in religion." How-
ever, they must arm themselves
with knowledge as a weapon to
fight extremism. By turning up
their noses al extremism is not
going to solve the problem. The
Quran calls Muslims "the mid-
dle nation”, i.e not of extremes.
The Holy Prophet (PBUH) was
told to simply give the message
and not worry whether people
converted or not, therefore,
there is no question in Islam of:
forcing your opinions on any-
one else,

Moreover, we are told to re-
spect other religions, their
places of worship and their
prophets. It should be noted
that no Muslim missionaries or
armies never went to Malaysia
or Indonesia. The people con-
verted to Islam due to the hi
principles and impeccable ch-
aracter of the Muslim traders.
At the moment, the worst

advertisement for Islam are the
Muslim countrics with their
selective Islam. especially wh-
ere the religion is used to de-
}Jriw: people of -their rights. In
act, a society that obeys fun-
damentals of Islam has to be a
liberal one,

If our westernised class
started to study Islam, not only
will it he able to help our society
fight sectarianism and extrem-
ism.; but it will also make them
realise what a progressive rell-
fion Islam is. They will also be
able to help the western world
by articulating Islamic con-
cepts. Last vear, Prince Charles
accepled that the western worid
can learm from Islam during his
speech at the Oxiod Union. But
how can this happen if the
group that is in lo Ees[ position
to pmijccl Islain gets its atti-
tudes Irom the west and consid-
ers Islam backward? Islam is a
universal religion and that is
why our Prophet (PBUH) was
called a mercy for all mankind.

The Death of Lady Diana was
very touching and was felt by
all races and religions. As far as
I would like to comment on the
subject is that she had great in-
terest and admiration for the
religion of Islam. She would
always be inquisitive about it.
After my marriage to Jemima
she saw the wonders of Islam
and how it had reformed Haiqga.
As [ hope, it has made the world
realise that marriage to Dodi
was not to be by the grace of Al-
lah. Maybe it would have been a
geat threat to the West of Lady

iana reverting to Islam, or

JEMIMA

an Islamic name,
have still been a

EVen

as ﬂl!l'lt" w?ul
mother of a future King. Onl
Allah knows the truth, bgut all};
can say is that she like Prince
Charles had a great interest in
the religion. And the probabil-

ity of Lady Diana reverting were
excellent

Courtesy: BICNews, Belfast
Islamic Centre

Harkes may
return to

England

ORLANDO, Florida, Jan 25:
US international and DC(
United midfielder John Harke;
sald Saturday that Sheffie
Wednesday of the English Pre-
mier League wants his services
until the end of the season, re-
ports Reuters.

Harkes, who played the full
90 minutes in the 1-0 US vic-
tory over Sweden in a friendly

Saturda&r. said Sheffield
Wednes manager Ron
Atkinson had contacted his

agent to get the player until the
end of April on a}?:;an or a

.transfer.

|

Tri-series
Second final
rained off

SYDNEY, Jan 25: Many in a
crowd of 35,000 vented their
anger at a deeision to call off
the second tri-series limited
overs cricket final between Aus-
tralla and South Africa on
Sunday, reports AP.

The Sydney Cricket Ground
Trust and the New South Wales
Cricket Association wanted the
match called off on Sunda
morning when heavy rain fell,
but the Australian Cricket
Board refused.

The public was kept waiting
and was told there would be an
early-evening start and that it
would be reduced to 25 overs a
side from the scheduled 50.

But 30 minutes before the
scheduled start of the match,
the two captains voiced their
concerns over the state of the
ground to the umpires and
match referee Ranjan
Madugalle.

The match will now be
played Monday. with South
Africa leading 1-0 in the best-
of-three series. A deciding
match would be played Tuesday
if Australia win on Monday.

Heavy overnight rain and
further showers in the morning
left the ground under deluge and
even a new drainage system
failed to soak up the surface wa-
ier.

A section of the sell-out

crowd threatened the security of

the venue after it was an-
nounced the game had been
pmtlgoned to the reserve day.

"Keeping in mind the utmost
safety of the players | think it
was a good decision.,” Aus-
tra.'ldian captain Steve Waugh
said.

Adam fighting
to be fit

KINGSTON, Jan 25: All-
rounder Adam Hollioake's
chances of plaglngv;n the first
Test against the West Indies
were Saturday rated as "better
than 50-50" by England physio-
therapist Wayne Morton, re-
ports AFP.

Hollioake has his right-arm
in a sling after undergoing
treatment on a dislocated joint
in his shoulder.

He was injured in a flelding
tumble trying to stop a shot
from West Indies A batsman
Keith Semple at Chedwin Park
on Friday and is in doubt for
the series opener, which starts
at Sabina Park next Thursday.

"It is too soon after the in-
{ur}r to say il he will play. but
1is chances are better than 50-
50, said Morton.

Hollioake said he was des-
perately upset by the setback.

"I wasn't expecting some-

thing like this to happen. Ev-
erything was going well, but
these S are seni to try you."

he said.

"You can sit around and
sulk, but if the same ball came
I'd dive for it again.”

England's management are
now faced with a delicate bal-
ancing act — to decide whether
Hollioake faces the danger of
aggravating the injury in the
first Test and thus perhaﬁs

e

cause problems for later in t
series.

Queensland
humble
L] L]
Victoria

SYDNEY, Jan 25: Queens-
land humiliated Victoria by an
innings and 140 runs in the
Sheffield Shield today after
claiming the last five wickets
for just three runs, reports
Reuters.

Pace bowler Adam Dale
marked his seturn from an in-
jury by takinE five wickets for
19 as the Shield champions
wrapped up an easy victory with
almost two days to spare in
Brisbane.

Resuming on 88 for five in
their second innings, Victoria
survived only 31 balls before
being dismissed for 98 within
the first 30 minutes of play at
the Gabba today.

The victory lifted Queens-
land into equal second in the
Shield table alongside New
South Wales on 20 points, two
points behind leaders Western
Australia.

Queensland scored 408 in
their first innings, including a
maiden first-class century %:y
pace bowler Andy Bichel, before
dismissing the visitors for 170.

ueensland fast bowler
Michael Kasprowicz took four
for 22 to press his claim for se-
lection in Australia's side for
the third Test against South
Africa, starting in Adelaide on
January 30,

Victoria captain and wick-
ctkeeper Darren Berry de-
scribed the defeat as the worst
in his nine-year first-class ca.
reer,

Victoria remained second
from bottom in the Shield
standings with six points.

BCCI feels
South Zone's

wrath

BANGALORE, Jan 25:; Three

resentatives of South Zone
selection committee have
strongly criticise, what they de-
scri as, the crude fashion 'in
which the India 'A’ cricket team
to tour Pakistan next month
has been chosen and blamed the
national selectors of
“favouritism” and "unimagina-

tive work,"” PTI...

In a letter, by VV Ku-
mar, Brijesh Patel and OK
Ramdas to the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI), they
have taken tion to non-se-
lection of 'Test discards’ point-

out that mmncu : g
E“?eri like 0ol Mazumd
S Sharath were ignored.
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West Indies 'A’ skipper Roland Holder batting during his career-best knock of 183 in the
four-day match against England at Chedwin Park, Jamaica on Jan 24.

Holc!er's fine knock

CATHERINE.

| Roland Holder hit
a career-best 183
as Wesl Indies 'A’
_I piled up

B seven against the
touring England on the third
day of their four-day cricket
match at Chedwin Park on

Saturday. reports AP.

Holder, who resumed on 57,
dominated the day before he
was seventh out just belore the
close. The 30-year-old, who has
played eight Tests. batted for
481 minutes, faced 363 balls
and hit 27 boundaries.

West Indies 'A’. overnight
156 for three in pursuit of Eng-
land's first innings of 400 for
eight declared, lost two early
wickets in the morning session.
Nightwatchman Rawl Lewis
made 11 before he was caught
off paceman Angus Fraser.

Fraser also c¢lainid the
wicket of left hander Flowvd
Retfer for a duck. Reifer batted
with the discomliort of six
stitches in his hand after being
struck while [ielding on the
first day.

At 186 for five, England held
the upper hand. B:t Holder,

Jan 25: Barbadian

411 for

first with his Barbados team-
mate Ricky Hoyte, then Ja-
maican Laurie Willlams, lifted
the home team.

Holder and Hoyte put on 91
furkth]f sixtEl wicket before
wicketkeeper Hoyle was caught
behind nl}? left}iiarm spln%}::r
Phil Tufnell for 33.

But Williams filled the
breach admirably. adding an
even 100 with his sessioned

artner. The 29-year-old
illlams finished the day with
an undefeated 50.

Holder eventually fell half
hour before the end, pacer Andy
Caddick picking up the wicket.
Holder's only let-off came one
run earlier when Tufnell
dropped a return chance.

owards the close, Nixon
McLean opened his shoulders to
blaze his way to 24 not out. The
powerful left-hander hit two big
sixes off Caddick and one four.

Fraser, with four for B1 off
32 overs, was the best of the
England bowlers and virtually
sealed tus spot or the opening
Test starting Thursday at
Sabina Park. He will fill the
third seamer’'s role alongside
Caddick and Dean Headley.

The match concludes Sun-
day.

ﬁ
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Vieira blasts
[ ]

Iranian FA
TEHRAN, Jan 25: Valdeir
Vieira, who took Iran to the
World Cup finals at Australia's
expense hefore being replaced
last week, on Saturday slam-
med the Iranian federation.

saying he was owed money and

was being treated as a non
person.

"Not only are they not re-
specting the terms of my con-
tract but now they do not even
acknowledge my existence,"
Valdeir told AFP, adding that "I
haven't even been paid yet."

The Brazilian said he would
be lnukin% for FIFA's support
and had formally complained
to the Iranian federation, who
he said pretended "As if [ just do
not exist."”

He denied Iranian media
claims that he had been re-
placed hecause he had no long
term programme for the squad.

Vieira was rePlaccd by Croat
Tomislav Ivic, formerlv coach
of Croatia and Unite. Arab
Emirates.

Ivic will lead the Iranians
this summer in their second
World Cup campaign following

| their 1978 debut in Argentina.

Waugh

crac

SYDNEY. Jan 25:
Australian one-
day captain Steve
Waugh, who has
worn just two of
eight matches
while in charge,
could be forgiven for wishing
his old mate Mark Taylor was
stil! around, reports AFP.

Waugh. 32, was given the job
last month after the selectors
opted for wholesale changes in
the limited-over game and has
not had a happy time.

Those changes included
dropping of his old friend, Test
captain Taylor, and wicket-
keeper lan Healy. And the
moves so far have backfired.

Waugh then suffered a pro-
longed slump in form where he
failed to reach double figures in
six innings before finding his
touch again in last week's one-
dayer against New Zealand.

But his leadership skills are
still a matter of concern. His de-
Jection at losing to South Africa
in the opening one-day final in
Melbourne on Friday was obvi-
ous for all to see.

His problems have not been
helped by some of the headlines
in the sports pages here re-
cent.y.

"Waugh can't lead", screamed
the Sunday Telegraph, "His
bowling changes are erratic and
his field placings lack proper
placement and strategy.” com-
plained former Aussie Test
great Keith Stackpole in a
comment piece.

The Sun-Herald mused: "So
how much pressure can the ice

e T

man stand”.

"l think I've improved in
most games and | think Friday
was my best performance as
captain,” Waugh responded
when asked by reporters prior
to the abandoned second one-
day final at the Sydney Cricket
Ground here today.

"I've learnt a lot this series.”

S0 much so that the Aus-
tralian selectors are expected to
show their confidence in Waugh
and reappoint him for next
month’'s New Zealand tour.

The three-man panel will
late today meet to choose Aus-
tralia’s team for the third Test
starting Friday in Adelaide and
the four-game limited-over
tournament against the Kiwis.

"Just because I've played 200

. "
R CEEEE - E o g

STEVE WAUGH

may get a fair
of the whip

in there and have no problems
at all.”" Waugh said.

"Yes, it's a challenge and I'm
enjoying it. Everyone says it
can't be that enjoyable losing
but that's what it's atout at this
level. You're not going to win all
the time."”

Waugh's record leaves no
doubt about his claim to be one
of the world’s greatest batsmen
and he is in no mood to give up
now.

'l recall back in 1985 when
we started winning it made it
all the sweeter. That's what I'm
looking forward to again." :

He said injuries had not
helped the campaign against
the Proteas, who he desc as
the best one-day team in the
world.

"It hhf:jsﬁbccn hard because
we've had five or six top players
injured. A lot of |::ntnt:.u]lé:lml-j'Jb have
forgotten we haven't had Glenn
McGrath for most of the series,”
he said.

"Adam Dale, who's in the top
two one-day bowlers in the
country has been out, so has
Mark (Waugh) for a couple of
games.”

He rightly pointed out that
;&judlélh u!;i::a hivc had their full
on the game.

"We ha*\rep:til‘ll- had that luxury.
Everyone has got an opinion
but the bottom line is you've got
to believe in what you're doing
and have faith in the guys, and
we've got that.”

Australia play South Africa
in their rescheduled second tri-
series one-day final in Sydney
on Monday.
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