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Home Minister Homes in

Home Minister Rafiqul Islam has perhaps
brought it under the spotlight for the first time that
country's law enforcing agency is ill-equipped to
fisht the crimes in the financial sector. We thank
him for coming out with the truth. It is a problem
of expertise as much it is of not having a clarified
legal system. The minister with the most tricky
portfolio certainly had our fledgling stock market
on his mind while making the observation in a
seminar Saturday last. Thanks to the manipula-
tive forces, securities market in Bangladesh re-
cently inflated out of proportions before taking a
nose-dive much to the anguish of the ordinary peo--
ple many of whom lost all in an unexamined and
unchecked pursuit of their dreams. In this connec-
tion we welcome the government plan for setting
up an American-style Security Investigation
Commission. _

Mr. Islam gave the impression of a very focused
professional when he detected so-called toll collec-
tion or extortion and corruption as the two most
powerful eroding factors in our economy besides
lack of expertise of the law enforcers. Ten per cent
of the GDP goes down the toilet annually because of
the dual reign of these two evils. He gave plenty of
food for thought to our politicians with the obser-
vation that criminal incidences would have gone
down by seventy per cent if police did not have to
invest its time and energy in tackling movements
and chaos. We believe the statistics are enough to
convince all concerned about how we are working
against the interest of the civil society by keeping
an institution, a force created exclusively to main-
tain law and order in civil society for reasons emi-
nently other than that.

But there is a limit to which police, even if it is
allowed to work with the desired freedom, can de-
liver the goods. What can the men in uniform do
about tadbir or dharna that has turned into a way
of life in Bangladesh? From admission into
schools to a posting, everything has become depen-
dent on lobbying. Efficient, expert police will
make its presence felt only when society evolves
into a point where it will antomatically ostracise
or winnow out the criminals like defaulters and
lobbyists.

Happy Augury
Pakistan, led by Nawaz Sharif, is doing the ex-
tra mile to make up to Bangladesh. Not only has
she made a firm commitment to repatriate the
238,000 Biharis stranded in Dhaka since two and
a half decades ago, her present leadership is also

galvanising the whole nation behind that massive.

humanitarian undertaking.
In what appears-to be a soulful surge of compas-
sion,”humanity and Islamic brothrethood towards

less than a. quarter of a million of its own people,

the Nawaz Sharif government is making good on
its promise in 1992 to have them settled in Pak-
istan.

As the first batch of 932 families pack up to
leave Bangladesh in three months' time it is heart-
ening to note that they are being made to feel so
welcome in Pakistan already. In a major emotive
shift from Benazir Bhutto's rather sympathetic
days, the present government has set about creat-

ing a congenial atmosphere for their rehabilita-
tion with appropriately worded appeals floated to
the public for their cooperation and support in ful-
filling the 'noble task'. Donations such as have
been asked from Pakistanis at home and abroad
are certain to help replenish the Saudi Arabia-
based Rabita Al-Alam Al-Islami trust fund which
stands wholeheartedly committed to the purpose.
The fact that MQM is an ally of the Sharif gov-
ernment has been an added advantage to the cause,
but it is an act of personal boldness and conviction
of the Pakistan Prime Minister that he has chosen

the Punjab, his own constituency, as the habitat |

for the settlers. Their attempted rehabilitation in
Sind in 1992 had met with local opposition.

That the combination of favourable circum-
stances in Pakistan has been properly grasped by
Sheikh Hasina's government and is being put to
use in reviving the stalled repatriation process,
does her image a world of good. All this is a sign of
diplomatic maturity on her part. Similarly, the
Pak PM has our plaudits for his efforts to remove a
thorn in our bilateral relationship. By the single
stroke of a good gesture Nawaz Sharif has helped
take the bilateral relations forward by a stride.

Corruption €an be Lethal

An anesthesia machine'is a thing that makes all
mortals excepting the anesthetists, nervous. It
cannot be said that many anaesthetists do not keep
their fingers crossed while a patient is under
anesthesia. Will she or he revive? The factor of
human error is always there. And the machine can
betray because of either its make or its mainte-
nance or both. This is one contraption man, the
professional to be precise, hasn't ever taken
chances with. It is a death-dealing machine if not
acwhjred and handled with man's utmost care.

y then is government going to buy 33 such
machines from an assembler in Pakistan overrid-
Ing express reservations by a technical committee
appointed to vet the purchase proposal. The mem-
bers of the TC have straightway said this particu-
lar brand of machine — a particularly hybridised
thing with its parts drawn from many sources and
not quite matching — was unsafe. How can the deal
be still on after this?

This is a tell-tale example of how far corruption
can go. There are examples galore in high litera-
ture of perfect ladies and gentlemen moralising
the society while their incomes come from, as in
Ibsen and Shaw, building substandard bridges that
kill people and constructing rows of dwellings that
can collapse any day. Why, one of Miller's protago-
nists built a bridge knowing that it would kill —
and then it did a full ' battalion of soldiers in-
cluding his son!

There cannot be an

uestion of buying these.
Ever. Enquiry should 4 e

e launched into those re-

sponsible for bringing the deal this far overriding
w experts. And the culprits punished.
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Will East Asia Export its

Deflation Abroad?

Of all the countries of East and South East Asia, che main worries of the western
- leaders are about the final resting points of the downward spirals of the

___economies of Japan and South Korea.

E 1997 crisis in the so-called Asian ‘Mir-

acle' economies has sent a quiet shock to .
the financial capitals of the world's major

industrialised countries. This is evident from
the est level of the government of-

and their hurri=ly p rescue
these countries as well as from the deep
expressed by

the world over the las. iew .reeks.
nals, finarrial weeklies and highly rated na-
tional dailie$ i the western world are full of ar-
ticles and commentaries reflecting their anxi-
eties on the subject. However, of all countries

of East and South East Asia, the main worries of

the western leaders ar= abou. e iinas resting

points of the downward spirals of the economies

of Japan and South Korea. Although Japan has
been going through a prolonged recession since
1989, it still doesn't-need, nor does it want, any
financial assistance from the IMF or other
countries because it has accumm..ated a huge

external reserve over the last three decades or so

luses.

South Korea's precipitous decline in recent
months seems to have become the main worry to
the world leaders. Witness how even after the
IMF's first announcement of 857 billion bailout
chkage another emergency package of 810 bil-

n has been rushed by the leaders of US, Ja

through its trade surp

Germany, IMF and World Bank at the end of De- =
cember to meet its monthly debt rcpa{mcntl
banks and
uestion
tates,

obligations, mainly to the American
financial institutions. This raises the
as to why the governments of the United
Japan and Ger- om

many as well as
the heads of IMF
and World Bank
are so keen on
giving addition-
al help to South §. & S
Korea? This - A :
tion will be add-
ressed in this
short article. Fur- ¥

servations will be made on the wide-ly discussed

prospect of a world-wide depression.
Transmission Mechanism of

Deflation/Inflation

Before one address the question of impor-
tance of South Korea to the US and other
economies, a word on the transmission mecha-
nism of one country's deflation /recession  in-
flation to other countries would be relevaui. A
country's deflation or inflation is exported to
other countries through its (i) trade and (ii) capi-
tal flows. To save space, let us concentrate only
on the role of trade flows in such transmission.
If a major trading country is depressed, the pri-
ces of its goods and services go down, and thro-
ugh its export of goods and services to its buying
countries, it transmits its low prices. These low
priced imported goods compete with domest-
ically produced high priced goods and services in
the importing countries. Consumers prefer cheap
imported goods and services and hence the do-
mestically produced %ods and services remain
unsold and piled up. This cannot go on for long.
Domestic industries producing such goods and
services will have.to close down creating unem-
ployment and unused industrial capacities.

This is the begi of a recession in the im-

: %:;rting countries if the imports are! substantial.

e immediate consequence of this situation in
the importing countries is that in the face of
such a recession, there comes the clamour for
tariff protection from both industrialists and
trade unions. If protection is given then the
world trade is disrupted, the exporting (initially
depressed) country has no way of getting out of
its recession and the importing country develo
inefficiency in its industrial sector. Overall, the
volume of world trade and economic growth suf-

fer. However, in the United States, Richard _

Gephard and his protectionist allies are now
raising exactly this protectionist slogan.

Why is South Korea So Important

to the United States?
If South Korea (the world's eleventh largest
economy) collapses. it will bring down. apart

ficials, bankers, heads of IMF and World Bank ,. Soth South Korea and Japan are ma

for

concerns

eminent nﬂa;l:rgica.l pmfulinnal?

and financial wizards in the developed of -
m[r:ru

our-

-

from other East and South East Asian
economies, the currently fragile economy of
Japan (the world's second largest economy) with
which it has deep trade and, financial links.

markets
for American and services and, similarly,
the tHnlted S mtﬁndln a mn%ukem the
South Korean cts. re-
ferring to the eﬂ.‘ectlm turmoil on the US
economy, Arthur B Laffer has reported that
"Some 30 per cent of the Standard and Poor’'s 500
mm-pmﬂeu’pmﬂtlmduhredfmmfor:ﬁuop-
erations. Any impact on these profits hurt
our stock market" (The Wall Street Journal,
January 5, 1998, Page-A22). Some other esti-
mates indicate that a
alone will bring down the US economic

by at least 1 per cent in 1998. It means that it will
have a collossal impact on the US economy.
What about the im of capital flows? South
Korea now has $160 billion outstanding debts of
which 892 billion is short-term loan. Most of
these loans are from the American banks. If
South Korea defaults on debt repayments, these
major New York banks and financial institu-
tions will almost come to a crashing point.

South Korea, therefore, cannot be left in the
lurch by the United States. It has to be helped our
of the present crisis.

A word on the final incidence of these bailout
packaFca is important. Who bears the cost of
such loans to South Korea? There is a lot of
cheap sloganeering in the United States saying
that this is a plan to bail out the rich New York
bankers. This
is not wholly
true. There are
share holders
of these banks
and financial
institutions
who will also
lose if South
Korea defaults.
But the wulti-
mate burden of
myment will have to be borne by the poor South

reans. This is inevitable under any one of the

lans now discussed between the lenders and the
orrowers for rescheduling the outstanding
loans and repayment.

South Korea cannot clear its current monthly
debt repayments and once uic ...iuu of its re-
payments is extended, its interest burden is go-
ing to increase. Unless the US banks, i.e the
lenders, forgive some or all of these interests,
South Korea will have to pay it. The ultimate
payers are the South Koreans. The d r issues
of mismanagement of borrowed money in the
name of national development which ultimately
has to be borne by ordinary tax payers raises the
question of economic and social justice which is
violated almcst everywhere. In the capitalist
lending-borrowing game, the beneficiaries in
most cases are the lenders and rarely are the
borrowers.

Will There be a 1929-style Depression?

There is a lot of discussions in the western
press and among the academics and fund man-
agers about the possibility of a world depression
ushered in by the Asian crisis unless it is prop--
erly handled by the world leaders.».The latter
proviso seems to be extremeély important at this
stage. If Japan sinks further, South Korea de-
faults. and the United State and Europe adopt
protectionist measures. then there is a geod
chance that the world will sink into a major de-
pression with all its miseries and sufferings.
Since we have witnessed over the last three
decades or so a willingness on the part of the
leaders of G-7 countries to agree to resolve prob-
lems by a cooperative effort, we can expect the
same thing this time also.

All world crises are m at the top, polit-
ically. If the major world leaders behave ratio-
nally and responsibly, one doesn't see such a
prospect of worldwide depression. Otherwise, no
one can prevent it.

Is Saddam an Inspired Evil Hero?

*I

of South Korea |

FTER the Gulf War in
1991, there was a
prevailing supposition
that Iraq was punished for its
unsolicited act over Kuwait and
which was also related to the
idea that western powers must
be sure that no one in the
Middle East gets uncontrollably
rich and strong. Another phe-
nomenon also came to light: It
was the start of a protection
racket more powerful, more
comprehensive and more dan-
rous, as some use to say, than
the Mafia. Finally Iraq was de-
clared persona non-grata
among the Arabs and as well as
to the West. The aftermath of
the war seemed to many that
Iraqi decision to fight the US-
led allied forces was almost
suicidal. According to the
UNICEF Annual Report 1996,
after the Gulf War, an alarming
increase in child malnutrition
had resulted from decreased oil
revenues, and high food prices
dye to the impact of economic
sanctions. By the end of '96,
donors had provided only half
of the $29 million sought under
the UNICEF portion of 1995
United Nations Consolidated
Appeal, and in 1994 contribu-
tions totalled less than 25 per
cent of the targeted amount of
830 million, As a result, Iragi
children were deprived, despite
the fact that children have un-
conditional and inviolable
human rights prescribed by the
LIN,
Obvious questions arise now
: why Saddam Hussein should
take the risk of another war?
What is more important to Sad-
dam — to take revenge or to stay
in power? But apart from an-
swers to these questions, one
can see Saddam Hussein is do-
ing virtually what he did before
the Gulf War and in the present
crisis, as many international
observers suggest, he hds de-
scended from the status of 'a
monster to a wicked fool.' Be-
cause again he is risking a war
or a threat of more strong sanc-
tion ‘tg sweeping out all the US
(and UN) arms inspectors from
probable weapons sites.
And here we see the most
surprising reaction of the US
and the UN, because except Iraq

that United States di

- by Rumi Noman
US was never seen to have
taken such a severe action
against any other country. Pak-
istan had been found vacillat-
on account of US doubt that
it had tested the non-nuclear
components of its nuclear de-
vice in laboratory conditions.
In 1994 Nawaz S f (after he
was ousted from power) gave a
statement in which he claimed
Pakistan was possessing nu-
clear bomb and thus he brought
the Pak nuclear bomb out of the
basement. But no prompt US ac-
tion was seen at I:Etlﬁt time ex-
persuading India and
lo'*':ﬂstan to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and which both India and Pak-
istan rejected and did not sign
finally. .

Here it is also mentionable
that in July last year President
Clinton began a package of
anti-terrorism tools including
more regulations and authority
to prosecute terrorists as racke-
teers and he said : "The main
thing is, we need to get the very
best ideas we can I:r¥l to
strengthen this country’'s hand
g.hgalnst terrorism.” But one sees

ough there was a confessional
statement of having nuclear
bomb in Pakistan, where four
CIA men were killed earlier and
another four American oil ex-
perts were gunned down re-
cently by the terrorists, his
hand is only strong against
Saddam Hussein,

However, from the side of
Iraq it is also mysterious. Be-
cause still it is totally unknown
why actually Iraq invaded
Kuwait which was practically
impossible to keep under its oc-
cupation. Moreover, it is also
surprising that in 1990, accord-
ing to available information,
millions of Iraqi soldiers took
part in that manoeuvre but US
intelligence service neither
took any early measure nor it
informed Kuwait properly. So,
here it is quite one may assume
not bar
Iraq from invading Kuwait and
thereby began its unimpeded

military commencement into
the region.
And now Iraq, year after

year under UN economic sanc-

tions, becomes des te up to
the level that a 'des do' can
do anything and finally pave

the way for another action like
‘Operation Desert Storm'. But
here we should also not be
oblivious of the 'fact’ that for
the US side it is not new as such
to make an 'enemy-friend’ like

hﬁng.
or example, it is known
that durinF the '80s US rela-
tions with Iran in both political
and economic spheres deterio-
rated after the fall of Shah
regime and rise of the Islamic
fundamentalists to under
the leadership of Ayatullah
Khomeini. But Israel, 51: most
trusted friend of US had an
open relation with Iran. Despite
ublic condemnation of Israel
the Republic of Iran, Israel
regularly supplied arms to Iran
under its foreign policy princi-
er:a of supporting enemies of
b countries. And in October
1986 a secret US-Iran relation
was also exposed, the Iran-
Contra scandal revealing that
United States and Israel were
secretly uupplying arms to Iran
for 'complex’ and 'contradictory’
reasons.

So a question looms large in
many minds: is Saddam in real
sense a revolutio trying
and waiting for the final as-
sault on 'US imperialisin'? But
we don't find much support to it
for what he did against the
Kurdish people in northern
Iraq. If not so, then can he be
supposed to be an evil, danger-
ous enough to slaughter the in-
nocent for ‘complex’ and ‘con-
tradictory' reasons? If so, there
is a similarity between him and
US's 'complex’ reasons.

Both of the leaders of these
two countries probably know
why Milton's Satan in Paradise
Lost seems more Interesting
than God himself. They know
human mind feels romance
with the idea of evfl. It likes the
doomed defiance and evil has
many faces, a flashy variety.
Evil can also be attractive be-
cause it has to do with conquest,
domination and power. For war
and politics Saddam is interest-
ing, he is charismatic.

i

~ Limiting the Power of

Dynasty

From Jawaharlal Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi. . . they all created some myth around
them giving the masses an impression about their indespensibility,

ﬁonia Gandhi also has cultivated it well.

., which has been looking up to
her for deliverance, in the forthcomin
election, she is already on campaign trai
belying some of its earlier forecasts. Sonia
Gandhi has finally taken a plunge in the choppy
water of Indian politics,

After Rajiv Gandhi's assassination in 1991,
his grief-stricken wife froze into total silence.
(Congress Working Comiatites) ofcr of hes slatn

or ttee er of her slain
husband's mantle within 24 hours of the

. The years' of requests, urgings and ap-
gﬂvmthc(‘:ongr:uethtuta e up tch
eadership also failed to break the silence. No

amount of temptations before her — the
post, position or office at the helm — could
arouse an jota of her attraction in the public life.
The nonchallant widow of the former Prime
Minister carefully parried the pressures and
pursuations and turned down offers with incred-
ible calm.

She, however, showed flickers of interests in
the party — as if to remind that she was there and
was thus able to make her presence felt without
taking on any responsibility. She occasionally
gave audience to party leaders, visited Amethi,
the family's traditional electoral constituency,
sat as silent observer in the CWC meeting and
even took up the party’s primary membership in
the last year's Calcutta plenary. But more she
was pursuaded to be at the helm or in the thick of
the party affairs, the more she reeled back re-
maining an impregnable :ni%ma for years. Now
as she herself lifts the shroud of that enigma un-
veiling her secret passion for politics as well as
a commitment for the revival of the party's sag-

ng fortune, a different Sonia Gandhi, poised
or an exalted place in Indian polity, emerges.

And this is

ONIA Gandhi relented at long last. Not
only she consented to work for the

any electoral consensus on their part hard to
achieve and an enbloc voting as a result of popu-
lar mood swings impossible.

After having lost the Hindi belt in the north,
many felt that the Congress would be led by So-
nia to a complete sweep in the south. the
Congress bastion during od of its crisis.
The south, it was argued, will emotionally react
to Rajiv Gandhi's name. But even when 's
campaign has taken off from the south the re-
sponses are lukewarm — let alone a vinibl;;ifi'l
of sweep. On the contrary, the Jain Co s-
sion’'s reference to Tamilian and LTTE connec-
tion to Rajiv Gandhi's assassination and Con-
g]:esa' overplaying of it have in a way ressurected
the Tamil pride in the state. To more matured
electorate in the south the mou and tears
of a ing widow will hardly matter. Instead
what will matter are the hard issues of the
polity. Can the present Congress, bereft of ideol-
ogy, programme and policy, articulate those is-
sues to convince the voters of its worth, if

In the north, her position is more vulnerable
and the Co ss' Eruspecta are bleak. It is pre-
dicted that she will not make any difference to
the party's prospects in the north where the
electorate is sharply polarised around empow-
erment and social justice. In Uttar Pradesh
where there is large concentration of Muslims
and Dalits, Sonia with her inherited mantle of
the Dynasty will draw crowds but no votes, Be-
cause, in spite of Rajiv Gandhi's personal inter-
est in Babri Mosque, it was during the Congress
rule at the centre, the historic mosque was de-
molished. Notwithstanding, Congress govern-
ment's repeated promises to rebuild the mosque
it was never done during the complete tenure of
Narasimha Rao. While Muslims are in real
dilemma about their electoral choice the Dalits,
disenchanted with Congress' :mgtj,r promises for

ecades have al-

exactly what ra-

ready turned

ises a host of qu-
estions and con-
troversy over

R PEIR[SIPIEICITIV]E

their faces from
Congress.
Iﬁ-c Dalits

her momentous
decision which
couldn't but be a

N by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

have tasted po-
wer in the state
which they wou-

landmark event

Id like to consol-

se. The most
crucial of the questions that are being asked
today and the pointed one is whether Sonia
Gandhi has the ability to catapult a moribund
outfit back to power. After all, there is no dearth
of seasoned leaders in the ranks of an or-
ganisation of Congress' standing. What does So-
nia Gandhi have which Sitaram Kesri, Pranab
Mukherjee, Arjun Singh, Karunakaran, ND Ti-
wari — all who have n begging her to lead
them — do not? Yes, she has something really
precious. At this moment, Dn]ff she has that
most precious asset of Indian politics — the aura
that comes from being a part of Nehru-Gandhi
clan and the mystique that surrounds India's
most powerful political dynasty. One liked it or
not, by queer turns of the events in the dynasty
Sonia Gandhi was destined to inherit that most
mesmerising legacy of the family. The Con-
gressmen looking lor salvage in ﬁer are cormn-
vinced that she can ensure it with a wave of her
little finger.

At least in the past, the Nehru-Gandhi mys-
tique worked with absolute certainty, and not
without a reason. The family gave so much to In-
dia sinee the colonial days that India's power;
prestige and image became synonymous with

those of Nehru-Gandhi clau as 'well as the
Congress., The common people of India recipro-

cated the sacrifices of the clan with their re-
sounding support for Congress immersed in the
legend of the great stalwarts originating from
the dynasty. The common Indians are also fond
of symbol — a mythical figure to look up for suc-
cour. From Jawaharlal Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi —
they all lived up to that l;inf:v::uliau* craving of the
Indian masses. They all created some myth
around them giving the masses an impression
about their indespensibility. Sonia Gandhi also
has cultivated it well. She has patronised Rajiv
Gandhi Foundation which gives her personality
some intellectual gloss. She keeps a distance
from the party's rank and file, fosters associa-
tion with celebrities of the world and develops
an exclusive style. All these have contributed
towards building a larger-than-life image for

=—3‘her. Equipped only with the mystique of the dy-

[ oriniony

nasty and her own image built over the years
Sonia Gandhi. a political novice, has ventured
her treacherous journey through the largest ever
election of the world’'s largest democracy. Will
the mystique work?

Of course, the mystique will still work in its
place but so will many other newly-introduced
dynamics and changes in India's electoral poli-
tics. The unquestioned dominance the Congress
exerted in the '50s and early '60s rested, apart
from the leadership charisma, also on prestige it
retained from its role in India's independence
sl.rug_%:c and intricate Eatrnnage network that
stretched from New Delhi to tens of thousands of
villages. The arrangement in turn depended
heavily on the deference that the Co

Adate in the next

‘poll in alliance with any other party — not nec-

:ssargy the Congress. The upper caste in the
state nach:h:m:ﬂ;r threw in their lot with the BJP, In
Punjab Sonia's campaign is likely to revive the
bitter memory of 'Blue Star’ operation and the
massacre of the Sikhs during the aftermath of
Indira Gandhi's assassination. In Kashmir
where the people are living in the mess of Con-
gress’ making her campaign can have only a

negative effect. Similar effects are ted in
the north-east where during the secessionist vio-

lences many were persecuted by the Congress'
rn rs.

The Congress' decline began as early as in the
late '60s. The eﬁbany's hegemony was first cmpﬁtd
away in '67 election. Ever since the party has
been sinking and could be resurrected only in ex-

traordinary circumstances as they were in the
elections of '71, '80 and '84. But the electoral de-
cline of the party from '89 onward was remark-
able notwithstanding Congress' success in
propping up a minority Wmnt in '91. How-
ever, the party’s share ol popular vote incredibly
shrank from 36 per cenfin 9L election to 28
cent — the lowest ever — in "96. Thé recent

is somewhat Anuzzliug.' use Rao's complete
term provided relatively effective government.
However, significant component of answer is
the party's organisational weakness. The
Congress leadership including that of Rao, the
last president of Congress, could not reverse the
organisational decline; neither could it rebuild
the Congress fromn the bottom up.

Besides organisational weakness, the party's
shifting national priorities also help explain its
relative decline. Traditionally, the Congress al-
ways stood for nationalism, modernisation and
egalitarianism. To keep pace with dramatic
changes in the international arena over last one
decade as the party shifted more towards liberal-
isation of economy its political cost has per-
force been enormous making Co vulnera-
ble on both nationalist and redistributionist
fann}. The result of '!l?jﬁ c:]_ﬁ:]tinn und:rlfne:s;_ lhil-.;'.=I
ideological vulnerability. The emergence of BJ
and the UF on the rtiyht and the left of the
Congress respectively demonstrates how these

arties have filled the nationalist and redistri-
utionist political spaces that the Congress
largely abandoned.

These are in addition to myriad other sleazes
that smear the face of the organisation. Promi-
nent among them are pervasive corruption scan-
dals, frequent defections, broken promises and
internal schisms. Most of the party heavy-
weights have been involved in infamous Ha
case. The Congress prime minister Narasimha
Rao himself is chargesheeted in several crimi-
nal and corruption cases. Not only the omnibus

ty's allies, India's rural elite could still com-
mand from their 'social inferiors'. Neither that
arrangement nor the traditional deference of the
past exists any more. Ever since Indira Gandhi
in the late '60s
the lower tiers of leaders with
genuine grassroots support and instead adopted
a populist slogan, Garibi Hatao, appealing di-

took over the rei

of the party
she did away wi

rtt{ll};]tn India's poor majority.

ty

ereas Sonia deﬂnit!:lir lacks the skill of
ing, so close to the

hearts of the Indian masses, a pliant backward
class has also disappeared. Along with the ;;Ioor
groups of rural Indian society have

her mother-in-law in travel

the middling
been more politicall
decades. The levels o
flects, among other thi
tarian and

active over the last two
political activity are much
higher today than they were in the past. It re-
s, the spread of egali-
emocratic ideas that have reduced

par-

sha

defection of Congress MLAs in Uttar Pradesh for
petty offices under a BJP
precedence, the large scale defection of Con-
gressmen from the party speaks of their oppor-
tunism. Its secular pretensions and record do not
anymore attract the secular forces of the coun-
try. While the inner partly democracy has since
been eroded, there were

for many years. Party affairs were thus grossly
neglected over several years.

No doubt the Congress, in its des
struck a goldmine in Sonia Gandhi who, with
her charisma, may have been an asset for the
party but the Cnnﬁms& itself, in its present
. I8 indeed a
ently on trial. Ms Gandhi has checkmated an in-
exorable process of party's disintegration. It is
however yet to be seen whether
the process to b
shape claiming an effective pan-Indian spread.

ent is without

ew intra-party elections

pair, has

ability for the lady appar-

she can reverse
Congress back to its old

the subservience that India's social inferiors The continuing glow of the ty has enabled
once displayed towards their ?rhril leaders. her to cause ripple among the masses but to wave
A plethora of diverse and politically assertive as yet due | to the holding it back
groups among the backward classes has made with its stupor.
: The northern scourage is the E'ixed.pn'm culture
I:‘lghting cold winter cold cumlnr:g straight
in the North from the Himalayan mountains Sir. Fixed-price culture is an

. Sir, Northern Bengal. in par-
ticular, was in the grip of lethal
cold wave. Reports of cold-re-
lated deaths of innumerable
persons in northern Be and
the outbreak of fatal deceases
are now a days the common
phenomena. It is so because the
winter cold comes straight from
the Himalayan mountains.

There is a minimum number
of fifteen lakh floating day
labourers in this area. Ninety-
five per cent of them have unﬂr
a piece of torn out cloth. They
are without any sandal or shoe.
Almost famine-like situation
prevails there all through the
year due to floods and draught.

The country is divided
broadly into two zones : north
and south. Either has its share
of natural clamities : the south
is seasonally ravaged by cy-
clones, tidal bores or floods,

| danger arising from the sea.

assuming at times disaster pro-
Borti{m& If the ravages wrought

y nature to the south could
cause so much hullabaloo (as
has been seen over the recent
threats from the Bay), exactly
the same action by the admin-
istration, NGOs on the same
scale are due in a calamity such
as this. The lack of preparation
to anticipate such cold and to
take appropriate action has no
excuse whatsoever on the part
of the government and the
NGOs. Both appear to be after
donor's and inventor's money to

important feature of this mod-
ern era. Meanwhile, we have
ensured fixed-price culture only
in a few outlets. When a buyer
bargains with shopkeepers,
s/he keeps in mind whether
s/he is going to be loser or
gainer. If s/he losses, then to
what extent? Sometimes, the
sellers compel the customers to
buy showing good behaviour.
This is a praiseworthy aspect.
But most of the time, bargain-
ing come to bitterness.

So. | request to all the shop-

spend on their ects. keepers to sell their goods at
pcﬁ Plan of is needed to fixed rates (of course, with
combat the situation. profit) and aimultanmualﬁ | re-
quest llil develop hlm;lcﬂﬂll heu.
Md Arnwvarul Afzal rice culture — whic
Ex-Member gumfnrlnblt atmosphere for

National Railway Consultative

Committee,

Rﬂmnemment of Bangladesh, P O
an :

Dist. Naogaon.

shopping.

Maeen Uddin
514, Zia Hall
Dhaka University.



