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Ban on Trade Unionism

The government's prohibition of all forms of
trade union activity in Bangladesh Bank has been
generally well-received. The rather extraordinary
move seems to have been prompted by the riotous
turn of events at the central bank last week. But
this was the unstoppable culmination of a haem-
orrhagic attrition the institution has suffered
through rival trade unionism topped off by CBA
tyranny over the long haul. -

The fact of the matter is that CBAs have for a
long time ceased to be dedicated to the service of
the workers and staff members; instead these have
Leen veritably self-serving to a point where they
stand thoroughly exposed today to all and sundry.
The government's task force on trade union ac-
tivism has found out the reckless abandon with
which CBA omissions and commissions have oc-
curred in the Nationalised Commercial Banks. A
quarter of the total salaried workforce in the NCBs
do not work at all, a highly demoralising swipe for
thousands of their colleagues who have to earn a
livelihood by the sweat of their brow. Such unduly
privileged job-holders furthermore enjoy running
parallel administrations in the banks with all the
paraphernalia and having the say in most matters
including even disbursement of loans, as reported
in certain news papers lately. All of this would call
for an extension of the ban on trade union activity
to the entire nationalised commercial banking
sector.

Basically the trade union laws are flawed ren-
dering an instrument for the safeguard of labour
rights and welfare completely vulnerable to inter-
nal corruption and intrusive political influences.
The present laws tend to foment rival trade union-
ism by stipulating that any one party getting a
minimum of 33 per cent of the labour vote can be
recognised as a CBA. For the sake of healthy trade
unionism in the country, we urge the government
to reform the relevant laws in consultation with
the ILO and other appropriate institutions, both at
home and abroad. Until then trade union activities
may remain suspended in all the NCBs. Simulta-
neously, in greater public interest, the government
should also think of releasing an investigative re-
port on the assets position of the trade union lead-
ers.

Hardly a Matter of Law

With Eid shopping picking up tempo, Dhaka has
turned into a nightmare for anybody with a mind
to pace along its roads. Assortment of vehicles —
both motorised and non-motorised keeps streets of
arterial significance occupied {from morning to
late into the night. There is no way out of Dhaka's
traffic gridlock these days even it it is a matter of
life anlf death. Admittedly, it is not the sheer num-
ber of vehicles that is responsible for poor traffic
mobility. Rather it is their. variety which stifles*
mobility and creates congestion. Like their
shapkes. the pace of vehicles on Dhaka streets vary
starkly.

Whgt makes one worried about the situation is
that the authorities seem to be as much indifferent

as the man in the street. More than starvation of
ideas , it seems to be a case of weakness of the will
on their part. A Daily Star report on Saturday last
uoted a senior police official having observed
at absence of laws against NMV( non-motorised
vehicles) renders law enforcers’ job well nigh im-
possible.

While the police official’'s point goes a long way
in evoking sympathy over the impossibility of his
community’s job , it does not hold as good when it
comes to life-like situation. True, the 1983 ordi-
nance does not have any room for legal measure
against NMV, but would it, if there were any, have
made a miraculous difference? Not much, we are
afraid.

The real problem or challenge lies in checking
the arrival of new rickshaws on the roads — stop-
ping the issuance of fake licences. No law or road
rule will make any difference unless the generative
source is plugged. This we think is more of a man-
agement crisis--a crisis due to lack of coordination
among relevant government agencies and min-
istries-- than a legalistic one. Dhaka City Corpora-
tion, the licensing authority will have to take a
firm stance on the issue of new licences.

Only a strong political will goaded by an un-
flinthing commitment to Dhaka's future can
make any difference.

Twosome Tragedy

L |

It were early Friday morning. First lights of
dawn were yet to show up. And there was no fog on
or around the Dhaka-Chittagong highway. Kutum-
bapur or the Kinsmen's Village is in Chandina,
Comilla. There appcars a fully laden bus but on
unsteady a tread as.a completely drunk man. And
hits head-on a truck coming from the Chittagong
side. The bus, hit very hard, falls into the wayside
ditch. Seven die on the spot and three die later in
hospitals. Half a hundred get injured, most of
them seriously.

But this crime-induced tragedy differs from all
earlier such. And this very much is the first inci-
dent in which a bus has met with both dacoity and
collision at the same time.

The Hajiganj bound bus had among its passen-
gers from Dhaka a gang of dacoits. As the bus ap-

roached Kutumbapur the dacoits bared their
angs. Unfortunately for all, meeting resistance
from the driver they stabbed the driver first. And
the bus started swaying without control. In the
meantime the rest of the gang had snatched as
much as they could from the passengers. But the
victims and culprits both came to grief in the end
and at the same time.

Road accidents are eminently preventable
things — but only to an extent and over a long time
frame. Damiaz, however, can be fought more effec-
tively and with a sharp focus. And the bus dacoits
do not enjoy the levities of the automobiles act.
From the injured and surviving dacoits it should
be easy to track down the whole ﬁing. And they
should be made to pay not only for dacoity and vio-
lent crime but also murder of ten.

The police record against bus dacoits is not
bright. Let this brighten up without delay. Mean-
while, will the bus operators start taking care
about getting a foolproof check on the passengers. |
It should not be difficult to pass through a security
Lsieve some sixty people. -
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HE Asian currency crisis
has entered its seventh
month amid new
speculations that the currency
meltdown will worsen in the
coming weeks. The United
States and its economic allies
as well as the donor agencies,
specially IMF, have come up
with standard bailout packages
calling for expelling crony
capitalism, rescheduling loans,
reducing trade barriers, and
rivatising state companies.
MF's prescription for the trou-
bled economies in the region
also include banking reforms,
increased transparency in gov-
ernment policy-making and
implementation, and market
liberalisation.

The crisis in individual
countries and IMF's response
has now become routine. As an
economy starts to plunge, IMF
introduces as bailout package.
But the local currency —
whether it is baht, won, or ru-
piah — continues its free fall
triggering further IMF bailouts.
The declining currency reduces
wa%lcu and global buying r
of the country's citizens, lowers
the income of the rting in-
dustries facing inelastic de-
mand while raising the liabil-
ity to foreign banks.

Saturday, January 17,
998 President Bill Clinton,
the most powerful man on
earth, sat across the table from his
accuser and her attorney, and for
six hours answered their questions
in a deposition. Paula Jones, the
accuser, alleged that Governor Bill
Clinton had made advances to her
in a hotel room in Arkansas in 1991,
when shie was a low level state
employee. Clinton did not touch
or make any physical contact with
her, Jones maintained. Neverthe-
less, the Supreme Court ruled that
the "advances" allegation was suf-
ficient for the case to proceed to
trial during the Clinton's Presi-
dency, not after it ended, as the
President had requested.

At worst, the allegation is of
leery looks. Such is the supremacy
of  the rule of law in the United
States that no one is surprised that
the President has to defend him-
self against a very minor allegation
in the court of law. No one tried
to muzzle, let alone kill Paula Jones
for taking the President to court
on such a trivial infraction. Presi-

‘dent Clinton did not try to pull

rank over Jones saying, "How dare
ou take the President of the
nited States to court on such a
flimsy pretext” Instead, he sub-
mitted to the due process of law,
like any other ordinary citizen.

is estimated that
Eangladesh presently has
bout 40,000 leprosy cases
remaining to be detected. This
gives a current prevalence of
approximately 3.3 per 10.000
population.

The modern Multi-Drug
Treatment (MDT) has revolu-
tioned the Leprosy treatment
and a complete CURE is as-
sured in all cases at all stages.
Though MDT was introduced in
Bangladesh in a phased man-
ner in about 100 endemic
thanas since 1985, it is only in
November, '93 that the %ﬂt
"Further Development ulI? &
Leprosy Control Services"
(funds from Govt of
Bangladesh, World Bank, IDA.
Govt of Netherlands & technical
assistance from WHOQO) started
MDT implementation in a sys-
tematic and organised manner.

Though it is a combined TB
and Lcﬁms project, it was de-
cided that rosy expansions
will proceed faster than TB in
nrd?tr to achieve the elimination
goal.

The WHO has targeted LEP-
ROSY for ELIMINATION as a
Public Health Problem ie. to
reduce prevalence of the disease
to less than 1 case per 10,000
population, by the year 2000.
This means that in Bangladesh,
the prevalence has to be re-
duced from the present 3.3
/10,000 to less than 1/10,000
within the next 2 years.

Goal and Objectives: The
Goal of the National programme
is the Elimination of Leprosy as

a public health problem i.e.
revalence 1/10, population
the year 2000.

In order to achieve the

' elimination goal. the National

Programme had set the follow-
ing objectives:

a) To provide countrywide
MDT facility with thana as the
]iatrl heral unit by the end of

995. It was proposed to estab-
lish a total of 600 MDT facilities
(units) countrywide.

Cement
Sir, Reportedly, annual total

consumption of gray portland
cement in Bangladesh is about
three million tons. Out of this,
hm;ltlar one-third is locally pro-
du and the rest two-thirds
are imported from other Asian
countries like China, Korea, In-
donesia, India etc. Presently,
local cement costs about 20 to
25 per cent more than imported
cement. As a result, our cement
factories find it very difficult to
compete, so0 much so that their
pmtﬁ:cctlun capacities are often
underutilised. Due to the recent
currency turmoil in the above-
mentioned countries, imported
cements are likely to be even
cheaper compared to locally
produced cement, This would
adversely affect the local ce-
ment factories putting them on
uneven playing flelds,

If mment would impose
am additional 15 to 20 per cent
tax on imported cement, it

Stop Devaluation

Dr A R Chowdhury writes from Canada
"... If you try) to cure a hunchback with a hammer, you cure the hunchback but kill the man.”

Some of the IMF policy pre-
scriptions are, of course, neces-
sary. However, the immediate
concern should be to stabilise
the exchange rate. The finan-
cial crisis has devalued many of
the n's currencies by more
than cent although the

rice level in these countries

aven't yet increased by that
proportion. For Instance, the
price of the US dollar in In-
donesia is up by more than 200
per cent. The monthly inflation
rate in only December measured
3 per cent triggering a buying
spree among consumers. If the
Indonesian rupiah stays at
current levels, the economy will
register a 200 per cent inflation
rate over the next two years.

Given the potential catas-
trophe awaiting these coun-
tries, they should use whatever
resources are available to stop
devaluation of individual cur-
rencies, such as, baht, rupiah,
or won. This can be achieved by
restricting the supply of money
in response to currency weak-
ness. In other words, reduce the

supply of money to match its
shrinking dgnlnd.

bailout

nflows and outflows.

The case of Indonesia stands

out in this regard. In tem-
ber, as Indonesia switched from
its fixed to the flexible exchange
rate system, the demand for ru-
plah declined overnight b
about 50 per cent. Yet IM
uidelines called for a gradual
ncrease in money supply
which led to additional capital
flight out of the rupiah, and
thus further devaluation.

Two recent examples can be
given in support of my argu-
ment that devaluation is harm-
ful for the Asian countries. Dur-
ing the 1994 Latin American
currency crisis, Mexico and Ar-

entina went the two different
irections. Maxico devalued its
currency by more than 50 per
cent and received a financial
bailout from the international
community. Argentina, on the

IMF's
package has avoided
this simple route and instead
Preu-ﬂbed sterilised currency

other hand, withstood the at-
tack on its currency using in-
ternational aid to stop runs on
its banks,

Events since the crisis show
the varying effects of their poli-
cies. Argentina's GDP has
%rown by about 15 per cent since

994; while Mexico's 1997 GDP
is still below its 1994 level in
real terms. The Mexican peso
has devalued by more than 120
per cent against the US dollar
since 1994 while its price index
over the same period rose by
122 per cent. The increase in
price level in Argentina, on the
other hand, has been much
more modest.

The success of the tina-
gpprmch can be attributed to its

ecision, in 1991, to set up a
currency board, to end years of
spiral inflation. The currency
board gives its monetary
authority a tool not enjoyed by
any other central bank — an
automatic and theoretically
unassailable mechanism for
keeping exchange rate stability
— no matter how high interest

LETTER FROM AMERICA
A Question of Etiquette in Politics

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

— Korean proverb

rates must go. Instead of
playing with the exchange rate,
the t pegs its mon
to some other .eg.U
dollar. The local currency is
fi convertible and its supply
is backed by dollar reserve,
Under this system, attempt to
redeemn local currency for
dollar leads to an automatic
decline in the supply of local
currency thus providing a clear
signal to the market.

The second :xam’[‘:la'llc brings
us close to home. e recent
performance of Hong Kon
compared to the other affect
countries in the region — In-
donesia, Korea, and Thailand.
Despite the wave of currency
devaluation that has swept
through these three countries,
only the Hong Kong dollar has
cl untultaﬁtoﬂicllﬁdul-

lar. is magf attributed tc;l
the a currency boar
in Hong Kong, while the other

three countries decided to float
their currency. The currency
board helped Hong Kong defend
its currency while most around

Good manners, a;mbmdfcmmnfgood;reeding andshouldbeupmmqu—iaitein any field of human en-
E - “includ] liti

This is what makes this country so
humble, yet so  mighty.
manners, such as Clin-
ton's, are an indication of good
breeding and should be a prereg-
uisite in any field of human en-
deavour, including politics. In a
sphere where the exercise of
power hold sway, it is not always
easy to be civil, our politicians tell
us.i That is a lame excuse. If tlhe
iticians represent the e,
E;:d le arE cvilized, meﬂme
the politicians be.
People should also treat
liticians with respect. In civi-
ized  countries they do. Former
British Prime Minister Edward
Heath was a  life long bachelor.
Yet, no one ever made a public joke
about his celibacy. In a nation
whose Prime Ministers are
predominantly Oxford
graduates, John Major did not
attend college, and would have

."been the butt of many

':‘gnt1ynnt" jokes in many a society.
ot in Britain.

personal nature, where a person,
even a Prime Minister cnulge be
hurt, are never discussed in a civi-
lized society. The turbulent world
of politics is no exception.

Former United States President
Ronald Reagan was not the
smartest of Presidents. A sec-
ond rate Hollywood actor, who ac-
tually said that if he was more
successful in Hollywood he would
never have entered politics,
Reagan reveled in reciting famous
Hollywood one liners:  "Make my
day!, "Over my dead body!" In
public however, no  intellectual
would ever question President
Reagan’s intellectual capacity.

The Press, too, operates un-
der a set of strict guidelines. As
Eleanor  Roosevelt was spanning
the globe, US President Franklin

Things of

Roosevelt was consorting with
another woman. The woman at
President Roosevelt's  death bed
was not Eleanor! The Press knew
about all this, but during  those
da‘ys a politician’s personal life was
oft limit to the Press. President
Kennedy too benefited from the
Press's self-imposed censorship.
Du:;;gg the Presidential campaign
of 1960, the Press was fully aware
of Senator Kennedy's philandering.
Yet, neither they nor the u.bﬁ-
can candidate Richard
made an issue of it.

| Rules of engagement change
in the Press, as in the politics.
Democratic Presidential candidate
Senator Gary Hart was a victim of
the changed rules in 1988, He
dared the Press to explore his ex-
tra-marital affairs. ey did _
complete with the photograph of a
woman sitting on his lap atop a
vacht appropriately named, 'Mﬁn*
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WORLD LEPROSY DAY

Efforts Towards Building a Leprosy-Free Bangladesh

by Dr A K Md Ahsan Ali

It is our hope that Bangladesh will be able to achieve the Lepro
_provided the political will and support.

key Business"— ‘destroying his
Presidential aspirations in the pro-
cess. The Press was operating un-
der a different set of rules. These
days they are relentless in the pur-
suit of scandals. And the politi-
cians know about it. Just ask Bill
Clinton. However, the Press has
not abandoned civility.

It HEITE‘IE unseemly for some-
one to say a ood things about
himself or hl!lﬁl?, even if i% IS true.
In his hey days, heavyweight box-
ing Muhammad Ali used
to say, 1 am the Greatest!” Al-
though it was  a ploy to attract
attention and sell tickets, the
problem with that statement
was that in Muhammad Ali's case,
it was true! He was the GCreatest.
Therefore, that annunciation of-
fended some people. Fortu-
nately, after Ali embraced Islam, he
abandoned the bravado and

sy elimination goal by the year 2000,

b) To detect over 85 per cent
of the estimated cases within 5
years of MDT implementation.

C) To provide MDT to all reg-
istered cases.

d) To achieve over 85 per
cent Treatment Completion
(cure) rates.

e) To reduce deformity rate
(grade 2) among new cases to
less than 5 per cent within 5
years of project implementa-
tion (21.4 per cent in 1993).

Main Strategies

a) Integration of Lepros
control into the general healt
services of the country, in
combination with TB control.

b) To provide WHO-recom-
mended fixed duration MDT to
all registered leprosy cases.

¢) Intensive information, ed-
ucation, communication (IEC)
activities to promote case de-
tection, case holding and
awareness in the community.

d) Training of general health
stall, NGO stall, general medi-
cal practitioners, community
volunteers and other target
groups.

€] Involvement and strength-
ening of collaboration with
NGOs in MDT implementation.

f) Development of an effec-
tive referral network.

Development of a simple
and effective system of monitor-
ing and supervision.

h) Involvement and partici-
pation of all sections of the
community in the leprosy
elimination activities.

Achievements as of 31

December 1997

Count de Expansion of
MDT Facilities with Thana as

is the

thana has an average popula-
tion of 200,000 and is catered
by a Thana Health Complex
(THC)} with outpatient and in-
patient facilities (31 beds).

It was proposed to establish
a total of 600 MDT facilities or
units as follows:

i. One each in 460 thanas
(sub-district) : 460

ii. One each in 103 Munici-
gilitics. including 60 (out of

) district HQ towns (the re-
maining 4 are Metros): 103

1. rty-severn units corre-
sponding to 37 police thanas of
4 metropolitan cities — Dhaka,
Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Khulna: 37

iv. The total is: 600

By the beginning of 1996, All
600 Treatment Centres were es-
tablished. This means that at
least one Medical Officer and
all the field staff are trained in

leprosy and adequate stocks of

leprosy drugs are available in
all the centres.

It was decided to retain
thana as the peripheral unit be-
cause it is easily accessible to
the majority of patients for the
monthly reporting to receive the
supervised doses.

Thus the objective of coun-
trywide expansion and geo-
graphical coverage and acces-
sibility of MDT to all communi-
ties and areas has been
achieved.

Training and Human

Resource Development

The programme has given
high priority to Training and
Human Resource Development.

Over a period of 4 years,
commencing July 1993, over
30,000 general health and lep-

ceived training in leprosy and
MDT implementation.

Since 1995, tr was de-
centralised to the district and
the thana level and the NGOs
were also involved in conduct-
ing the training. It is observed
that substantially more num-
bers could be lrained and
training becomes more cost-ef-
fective, when it is decentralised.

National Guidelines

With the aim of uniformly
applying the planned strategies
and activities coun de and
to follow a standard system of
implementation a technical and
operational National Guideline
entitled "Technical Guide and
Operational Manual for Leprosy
Control in adesh” was de-
veloped and distributed to pro-
gramme managers at all levels
in 1994,

A revised edition of the
guideline was printed and dis-
tributed in 1996 and third edi-
tion is under printing and is
due for distribution shortly.

In the first half of 1997, a to-
tal of 5,516 new cases have
been detected of whom 2,067
(40 per cent) are MB and 3,449
(60 per cent) are PB. Country-
wide, a total of 34,934 new
cases were stered for MDT
and 34,445 cases completed
MDT from January 1993 to
December 1996.

The male/female ratio
among new cases in 1996 was
1:0.6 and the child rate among
new cases was 15.85 per cent.

MDT Coverage and
Treatment Completion
(Cure) Rates

would

the peripheral unit: The thana rosy stalf of various categories Since 1994, all stered
ub-district administra- from the central. divisional, cases are provided wi MDT.
tive unit in Bangladesh. Each  district and thana level have re- Thus the coverage of regls-
— — —_—
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increase government of Egypt). The policy letter is a
revenue substantially and at dnc&yn]"rent rl:cla?mmg the Warl Again?
the same time, help the local supremacy of the highest hu-
factories to run in full capacity. man values. Though hundreds Sir, Again the same issues
If the cost of imported cement of years have passed since have come up, either the
ro- Hazrat Ali's ( letter was weapon's Fnlpmuun eam

ﬁuea up. close to locally
uced cement, it would not af-
fect the consumers much be-
cause cost of cement is a ve
small fraction of the total cos
of any construction project.
Hopefully, the authorities
concerned would give due con-
sideration to the suggestion.

Farhat S A
House No 477, Road No 32,
New DOHS, Dhuhn—lm

Governance

Sir, Although more than
fourteen hundred years have
sed by, Hazrat Ali's (RA) let-

er on administrative policy
remains true and shini as
ever (this was addressed to Ma-
lik Ashter, Governor Designate

written, its principles can be
applied today in the public ad-
ministration/industrial /comm
ercial sectors. If the guidelines
were followed the darkness
which has now envelo the
whole society could be lifted.

E conscientious citizen,
in whichever field he/she may
be working, has a compulsive
duty to the country. The all-
pervasive unrest and difficul-
ties we are now faced with need
our total national effort, of the

overnment, of the o'rpunitiun.
e intelligentsia and the men
and women in the street.

g?nhabuddm Mahtab
Dhaka 1217 -

members or we shall ::ﬁ the
inspection. It has been that
the number of US and British
members within the team out-
weigh the other countries.

From the very beginning,
France was against the US -
then came the Middle East and
presently Russia wants to send
their aircraft instead of the US
spy plane U2. Now the US is in a
fix. Okay. maybe France and
Russia has some economic rea-
sons behind this anti-US feel-
ings, but aren't these the only
WI;?WE can prevent an all-out
wa

Masrroor Ahmed Deepak
Dhaka.

lered cases is 100 per cent in
Bangladesh, for the past 4
years.

The cumulative number of
MDT completed cases: From
1985 to December 1996:
70,063; From 1985 to Decem-
ber 1992: 35,618; From Jan-

1993 to Dec 1996: 34,445;

cohort analysis of 4,657
Pauci-bacillary (PB) patients
registered between April 1995
and March 1996, show that
4,318 out of 4,657 patients
have satisfactorily completed
their treatment. giving a cure
rate of 92.7 per cent.

A similar analysis of 2,575
Multi-bacill (MB) patients
registered in 1993/94. show a
Cure rate of 82.9 per cent,
which is marginally short of
the objective of 85 per cent
Cure rate. The MB cohorts re-
lates to patients registered prior
to the intensification of leprosy
activities under the present

op
¢ number Relapses after
MDT recorded in Bangladesh is
extremely low — less than 0.2
per cent of the total cases de-
tected in 1996, thus proving the
potency and eflicacy of MDT.

WHO-funded Special

Activities

Special Action Projects for
tion of Leprosy (SAPEL)

in Difficult Areas: The National
Lepros Programme in
Bang]al:ésh submitted a SAPEL
roposal for the 3 districts of

hittago Hill Tracts. WHO
approved the proposal initially
for one district- ti

As per the proposal, village
level volunteers are being
utilised to deliver MDT, since
patients have problems of ac-
cess and transport to reach
health centres in these districts.

The SAPEL project is operat-

ing in mﬁa{m district since
the of 1997 and will
be extended to Bandarban and

Khagrachhari districts in 1998.
Lep Elimination Cam-
s | 8): WHO had ini-
ially allocated funds for 14
campaigns in 14 districts. How-
ever, we requested funds for
implementing LECs country-
wide, since the criteria pre-
scribed for LEC applied to all
the 64 districts. We are grateful
to WHO for accepting our pro-
posal for conducting LECs
countirywide.
It was proposed to organise
LECs in 21 districts in 1997.
However due to various rea-

sons, the cnmra.lgnn could be
fully completed in only 8 of the

21 dis and are expected to

If; ﬁlﬂ. telglgll:g the remalnéng
ebrun.w 1998.

In the meanwhile, O has

pro to s¢ a nation-
wi W imination Cam-

- ) in October 1998,
in view of the need to accelerate
detection of the remaining hid-

den and backlog cases and ini-
tiate their treatment. This Na-

- Hong Kong-approach will

it fell.

For the other Asian coun-
tries nervously sitting on the
sidelines, the Argentina and
pro-
vide a superior tool in facing
any speculative currency at-
tack. ese countries s“ﬂ*
ther set up a currency or -
simply let their central bank
select an exc rate and de-
fend it. This be a
policy of changing domestic
money supply in order to match
the demand for and to
keep constant the country's for-
eign exchange rate,

This method will, of course,
lead to some short-term costs —
higher internal interest rate,
slower economic growth, and
higher bank failures. But these
costs are in all likelihood lower
than if a devaluation inflation
takes hold.

The IMF insists that its
bailout package are well-de-
signed and constructive. How-
ever, they violate one of the
fundamental economic prinei-
ples by ignoring the direct
causal connection between de-.
valuation and inflation.

The author is a Professor of
Economics at Marquette Uni-
versity, Wisconsin, USA.

called "Allah, the Greatest.” Once,
during a speech recounting India's
independence, Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi hea rofuse praise
on Mahatma Gandhi and just
about everyone else. One person
conspicuously missing from receiv-
ing her accolade was Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru — her father,
and after Mahatma Gandhi, Indi-
a's greatest statesman. That delib-
erate omission did not reduce the
stature of Jawaharlal and Indira in
the eyes of the  Indian public, it
only enhanced it! °

One of the concerns that
Bangladeshis had about our two
leading ladies becoming Prime
Ministers was the vengeance fac-
tor. After all, one had lost her
husband, and the other her entire
family to the assassins' bullets.
People worried about what kind of
retribution they might exact on
assuming the ultimate power.
What they might do in the name
of their husband and father. For-
tunateg, the fears were un-
founded. Khaleda Zia, as a matter
of fact, did very little to enhance
the name of her husband, during
her tenure as Prime Minister. One
wishes one could say the same
about Sheikh Hasina, whose fa-
ther, as the founding father of
Bangladesh, needs no promoting.

It is a question of etiquette.

tional Leprosy Awareness and
Case Detection Campaign will
be organised for one week with
the involvement of  about
80,000 health workers and vol-
unteers from both the govern-
ment and NGO sectors coun-

Workshops for Medi-
cal/Nursing College Teachers
and Seminars for Internees and
lF}lndab}Ear M?glcal Students:

nder the WHO regular budget
for 1996/97 it was proposed to
workshops for medical
/nursing college teachers and
seminars for in-
ternees/students. The aim of
the workshops is to update the
leprosy knowledge/skills of
medical/nursing college faculty,
improve the quality of leprosy
teaching and improve the lep-
rosy knowledge/skills of the fu-
ture doctors/nurses, specially
in early case-detection and
MDT implementation.

We have completed this very
useful activity in 13 Medical
and 4 Nursing Colleges so far. A
total of 502 medical/nursing
faculty members and 1484 stu-
dents/internees have been cov-

ered. .
Monitoring
/Supervision
Since the is now
operating throughout the

country, there is need to im-
prove and str en the moni-
toring/supervision at all levels.
We are aware that more atten-
tion is required in this area.

Independent Evaluation:
The First Ind dent Evalua-
tion of the National Leprosy

was ormed re-
cently i.e. 14-24 t 1997. The
evaluation teams have identified -
the strengths as well as the
weaknesses of the programme
and made useful recommenda-
tions, which are to re-
ceive due attention and action
by tl:lc government and the na-
tional programme.
Combined TB/Leprosy Por-
gramme: The national pro-
amme is a combined TB and
rosy Control Porgramme
with a minimal vertical set-up
for both diseases, operated
through the general health
services of the country.

By combining the two my-
cobacterial diseases, the efforts
to control these two major
health problems of Bangladesh
have been complementary and
cost-effective.

Achievement of the
Elimination Goal: It is our
that adesh will be able to
achieve the Leprosy elimination
goal by the year 2000,
the political will and support is
sustained and the various activ-
ities especially those directed
towards case detection, case
holding. lprompt treatment and
community awareness are in-
tensified in the next two :

The achievement of no-
ble goal naturally requires the
support from all sections of the

comimu at every level.
ﬂ'tf ris m':mi
Further Development of TB and

Leprosy Control Services iIn
Banghgesh



