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Michael Chang
[American tennis player)
“It's fair to say in the past

few months, tenniswise, Iv'e

been struggling. I feel in m

heart that the hunger is still

. against

Pakistan lea

Latif promises a face-lift

He was handed the captaincy
charges

KARACHI, Jan 23:
Pakistan skipper
Rashid Latif
sledged today that
1is leam's upcomi-
i ing 10-week tour
of South Africa and Zimbabwe
would be free from match-
fixing allegations, reports AFP.

"I am here to keep the boys
away from these allegations
and bring back the confidence
not only in the team but also
among cricket fans,” Latif said.

"I promise the trip will be
controversy-free," the 28-year-
old wicketkeeper said.

The team is to leave for Jo-
hannesburg on Sunday for the
two and a half month assign-
ment to play three Test matches
uth Africa.

They will then visit Zim-
babwe for two Test matches and
two one-day internationals and
return to South Africa to partic-
ipate in a triangular tourna-
ment which also involves Sri
Lanka.
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ve for SA tomorrow

last month after betting
resurfaced when Pakistan lost
in Sharjah.

All-rounder Wasim Akram
decided to quit as captain amid
the charges and selectors sub-
sequently dropped him from
African tour ostensibly on fit-

unds.
nﬂgﬁo‘““ have to play with

the available team. No doubt
South Africa are a formidable

side but we hope to see exciting

battle,” Latif said.

"My side will play positive
cricket.”

Pakistan have lost two of the
four Tests played against South
Africa.

Latif said he would have
three raw pacers in Shoalb
Akhter, Mohammad Akram
and Azher Mahmood but the
youngsters will be under the

wings of fast bowler Waqar |

Younis.

Meanwhile, former captain,
turned politician, Imran Khan
has criticised the board'’s deci-
sion to- exclude Akram from
play saying, "I can't understand
that a pla
has been
important tour.”

Imran said Pakistan will
miss Akram " on the
South African tour where the
wickets would be bouncy and

best suited to fast bowlers.”
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of Akram's ability
ropped from such an

Plate final

Sports Reporter
The high flying Bangladesh
youth team will take on the
owerful West Indies in the

late league final of the World

Youth Cup cricket champi-
onship at Fochville, South
Africa today.

Nat’l hockey
Faridpur, Army
in last four

Sports Reporter

Defender Isa Miah struck the
decisive goal through a penalt
corner as title aspirants Farid-
pur paved their way into the
semiiinals of the 20th national
hockey championship with a |
hard-fought 2-1 victory over |
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Pro- |
tisthan (BKSP) in one of the two
quarterfinals played at the Na-
.t:li:nal Hockey Stadium yester-

y.
The match was locked 1-1 in
the first session.

In a see-saw encounter, Isa,
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SHAUN SHUNS SHANE: South Africa's star
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man Shaun Pollock is over the

A e

ter uprooting the middle stump of Shane Warne — the last Australian wicket — in yes-
terday's first final of the tri-series at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. South Africa won

Latif, who walked out on the

team three years ago during the the tall and stubborn defender,

there. The fire is not just a
blasted home the winner in the

spark, it's still burning.”

After y Fre p South African tour, said he : UNB ol
laume Rl::lt.:fﬁl thgcifuu;5 + wanted to shed bitter past I' Eﬁtgaﬁir:!urmihalf Imtiaz put by, mix e, . . — AP, P
round at the Australian Open, | Memories during this trip. Faridpur ahead through a field Dﬂnald bﬁdﬂV]lS AHSSleS

"l want to bury those memo-
ries during our trip with the en-
tertaining and positive cricket.
| [ assure ... the cricket loving
crowd of South Africa will en-
joy the game, no matter who ;
| wins or loses,” he said. X » &

oal 20 minutes into the first
e T .~ 74| half while Ariful brought BKSP
i g i, : % &N back into the match with an
; s k% . spectacular effort after eight

| minutes.

BKSP forward Moududur

B00S! ... Advantage South Africa
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ENERGY RELEASING VITAMINS

Boy coftt hooks
& ducks!

LONDON, Jan 23: English |
cricket legend Geoff Boycott |

mounted a vigorous detence
here Thursday in the face of ac-

cusations that he beat up his ex- |

lover Margaret Moore. reports

hFEd

oore alleges he pinned her
down and punched her at least
20 times in the face after an ar-
gument in a hotel in the south
of France in October 1996.

A French judge agreed with
her and gave Boycott, 57, a sus-

nded jail sentence and fined

im 5,100 pounds (8,000 dol-
lars) two days ago.

Now Boycott is to appeal
against the verdict and
slammed Moore's version of
events, claiming that she is in-
tent on destroying his reputa-
tion because he refused to
marry her.

At a heated press conference,
the embattled Yorkshireman
said businesswoman Moore, 45,
was bent on making money out
of the allegations.

He said: "I never touched her.
I have no history of violence in
57 years on anyone, a man or
women. That is a fact."

The former England cricket
captain said Moore had ap-
proached publicist Max Clifford
and asked him to make her one
milllon pounds from her story.

"It all hinged around me
marrying her. I got sick and
tired of it all and I told her is
that I am not the marrying
kind.

"She can't have marriage,
she can't get money, she wants
to destroy me. It's as Shake-
speare said 'hell hath no fury

€ a woman scorned’.”

Boycott claimed that he and
Mrs Moore had drunk cham-
E&Em& with American rock star

illy Joel the night after he al-
legedly attacked her.

But he said it was "nonsense"
that he had left her to pay a
huge hotel bill and addl:: it
fgent two more nights with her.

e then flew home on the same
plane on the Friday night to
London."

He said the argument be
when Mrs Moore discovered he

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB],
Majid Khan, said late Wed-
nesday evening.

"He was not considered for
selection because he is unfit.”
Majid said from his Lahore res-
idence.

"His involvement in match-
fixing and betting is media
speculation. The cricket board
Is not taking the stories seri-
ously.”

Asked if the board would ac-
cept Akram's plea for constitut-
ing a high level committee to

robe in the match-fixing and
tting affair and help the pacer
clear off his name, Majid said
it was his opinion. "We are very
clear in our minds that he has
been left out on fitness
grounds.”

Majid admitted that Akram
played a game to prove his fit-
ness but argued that he didn't
complete that match. "He didn't
bowl in the second innings be-
cause he injured his right ham-
string.”

Akram bagged two wickets
for 29 runs in 15 overs and
scored 59 runs in PIA's four-
wicket win over Allied Bank in
a Patron’'s Trophy match.

Asked if Akram would be
flown to South Africa for the
triangular series, Majid replied
in the negative saying. "The se-
lectors didn't consider because
he was unfit. Therefore, the pol-
icy remains for the one-dayers
as well."

However, Majid confirmed
that there would be changes in
the team for the second leg of
the African safari when Pak-
Istan engage in one-day inter-
nationals against Zimbabwe,
Sri Lanka and South Africa.

"The selectors will recom-
mend us whatever changes were

they were no more 'ba
Pakistan cricket .’

‘It is history now. Today
they realise how important
they are to the Pakistan team.
We didn't have a sitting with

boys of

MAJID KAHN

them but over a period of time,
th? realised their mistakes
and as an institution, it's our
job to take care of their and
team'’s interests.”

On the continuation of Ha-
roon Rashid as coach, Majid
sald if the former star has re-
tained his job he must have the
blessing of the Council mem-
bers.

Commenting on the forth-
coming tour of Africa, Mayjid
said: "We don't have high cx,_::ec
tations. All will depend how

uickly the players adjust to
the conditions there."

When further investigations
were carried out and a couple of
Council members were con-

view.”

A Council member, request- |

ing anonymity. said a resolu-
tion was unanimously ap-
proved in which it was decided
that in future, no approval of
leam or captain or manager
will be taken on telephone. For
these issues, a proper Council
meeting will be summeoned.”

It was also decided by the
Council to appoint a new under-
19 selection committee. The
three-member panel is: Maazul-
lah Khan., Abdul Raqib and
Azhar Khan. The chairman of
the Committee will be an-
nounced later on, the councillor
added.

It was also decided by the
councillors that another meet-
ing will be called after Eid in
which a new selection commit-
tee will be constituted, "Since
Salim Altaf (A PIA employee)
has been transferred to ler
furt and the Council not satis-
fied with the working of the se-
lection committee, a new panel
will be finalised next month."

The Councillor said two
changes were made in the team
that was submitted by the selec-
tors. "We forced the inclusion of
Waqgar Younis and Mohammad
Akram to add more strength to
the bowling while the selectors
had included Shahid Nazir and
Fazl-i-Akbar."”

Inter's eyes
on Sousa

ROME, Jan 23: Italian league
leaders Inter Milan on Thurs-
day confirmed they were inter-
ested in buying Portuguese mid-
fielder Paulo Sousa, currently
with German club Borussia
Dortmund, reports Reuters.
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a dependabile figure. n
He was top scorer with 54, F
which included only two |
boundaries, and everyone felt ‘
that the Sri Lankans had done
more than enough to win the |
game. r

Spinners Malinga Bandaria |
and Arshad Junaid had turmed
the screws tight enough to keep
the New Zealanders in sight.

The Kiwis didn't do them-
selves any favours either early
in the 5ri Lankan innings,
dmgpin%:u catches as the is-
landers began to make inroads
on the New Zealand total.

However, when New Zealand
left-arm spinner Bruce Martin
was introduced to the attack the
Sri Lankans’ flow of runs sud-
denly dried up and they quickly
found themselves in trouble. At
118 for eight they were effec-
tively shut out of the game.

In the Plate league,
Bangladesh cemented their

lace in the final when they
at Ireland by three wickets at
Benoni. Earlier, the West Indies
ensured their place in the final
when they comfortably beat
Scotland by five wickets at
Fochville.

One interesting statistic
emerged from the final round of
Plate matches when the Namib-
ian bowlers created what must
be a record for an under-19 in-
ternational fixture by conced-
ing 65 wides out of a total of 87
extras in their match against
Denmark in Johannesburg.

This, Denmark's only tour-
nament win, was by a huge
margin of 227 runs, after they
dismissed Namibia for 78. Dan-
ish bowler Brian Hansen played
a major role in the rout, takin
three wickets for no runs in 1.
overs.
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. Aussie bowlers, led

failed to keep the momentum
going.

Lance Klusener went for a
duck and after a flourish from
Jacques Kallis (33) the scoring
rate slowed dramatically as the
y part
timers Mark Waugh and
Lehmann, tightened up.

If Shaun Pollock hadn't hit a
crucial 36 late in the innings,
including 15 off Warne's last
;.‘.WEI. the game would have been
ost.

In a surprise move, the Aus-
trallans sent wicketkeeper
Adam Gilchrist in to open with
Mark Waugh in place of Tom
Moody. But the experiment
backfired.

Gilchrist firmly struck a
drive towards Jonty Rhodes at
point only to see him pounce
and make a brilliant save. Both
batsmen then ran to the same
end, with Waugh left with
nowhere to Fn but the fpavinnn

A suitable partner for Waugh
is proving a real headache since
former captain Mark Taylor
was dumped. They have tried
six batsmen in this tri-nation
series but none has im :

And after a disciplined
showing in the field a lack of
communication led to several
close shaves early on as the
runs dried up and the pressure
mounted.

Spearhead Donald made the
breakthrough, with a leg-cutter
catching the edge of Ricky
Ponting's bat, just as he was
settling in. -

Lehmann, who is looking

But with the crowd chmﬂgg
his name Warne was bowl
from the first ball he faced.
The Proteas have never
won this triangular trophy but
will start the second al at
Sydney on Sunday as hot
favourites. Australia beat
South Africa in the finals on
their last visit here four years

Australia will be looking for
their 11th victory since the
tournament’'s inception in
1979-80.

Only three other teams have
ever won the trophy: The West
Indies on six occasions. Eng-
land in 1986-87 and Pakistan
last season.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard in the tri-series
limited-overs match between
Australia and South Africa at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground
on Friday:

SOUTH AFRICA:

Cullinan st Gilchrist b Warne
Kirsten st Gilchrist b M Waugh
Klusener ¢ Bevan b

Kallis ¢ Gilchrist b Wilson
Cronje c Bevan b Lehmann
Rhodes ¢ Gilchrist b Lehmann
Pollock ¢ Bevan b Warmne

Symcox b M Waugh
McMillan Ibw b Wame
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BIRMINGHAM, England,
Jan 23: English county War-
wickshire have awarded South
African fast bowler Allan Don-
ald a benefit year in 1999, re-
ports AFP.

The club has not yet negoti-
ated a contract for that season,
but the benefit will go ahead ir-
respective of Donald's situation
as a player.

est Indies batsman Brian
Lara will be Warwickshire's
overseas player and captain
this year, as Donald — who
made his debut in 1987 and cap-
tured his 500th first-class
wicket for the m;ntyé:nt sum-
mer — is Tﬂ to be touring

d with his co S

hief executive ennis
Amiss said: "These are separate
issues, but it is still our inten-
tion that subject tg form and
fitness, we would like him to
come back as our overseas pro-
fessional in 1999."

Parma scrape
through

BERGAMO, Italy, Jan 23: AC
Parma scraped into the Italian
Cup semifinals on a 2-1

ate holding Atalanta toa 1-

draw Thursday night in a
match marred by unruly fans,
reports AP,

Several objects, including
flares and firecrackers, were
tossed from the stands during
play. No injuries were reported.
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