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N his inimitable way. he re-
ferred to it as the "musical

ey-note address — Allah
h de, pani de, chhaya dere
tu a folk song which
underscored the
of water in Ba
implication .
management. In the same vein,
he concluded his discourse by
translating into English a
Nazrul song, "Padmar
dheure....." ee love for
the Padma, the river that sym-
bolizes life in again,
by implication, stressing the
of water t.
The editor of The Star
Mahfuz Anam was acting as
the moderator of the one-day
"National Conference on
"Participatory Water
Management” at the BRAC
Centre on December 18, 1997
organised jointl by the
overnment of Bangladesh
stry of Water Resources)
nndMlhe mcrla,nds.l
axarud t'. I took part
in the elibﬂﬁlilnnu and ob-
served the methodologies em-
pl in the conference. This
e seeks to highlight the
objectives and issues and their
probable impact on government
management of water use
(including flood control,
drainage and irrigation) via
participation of the e.

The programme identified
four objectives for the confer-
ence : .

i) To develop a better under-
standing of water management

ces

ii) To learn about the capac-
ity of people to manage their
water resources

iii) To discuss and reach a
common understanding on the
implications of the nature of
water management in Flood
Control, Drainage System for
the guidelines for participatory
water 7

iv) To clarify the future roles
of the conference participants
- in making participatory water
management :

It is thus crystal clear that
the conference was not just for
water man ent per se, but
“participatory” water manage-
ment as a special method.

From the conference objec-
tives, the point to note is the
adjective " cipatory” before
the noun ter management."
The conference organises,
therefore, appear to be specially
concerned I‘fhhnut : ;ih;e
participation ef the people who
are aﬂgcatcd by the projects for
water management. So,

articipation is the hinge word.

t me try to clarify the concept
of é:arucipauun at this stage
and proceed to assess its
impact on government
management.

Although the Background
Information, Programme and
other Conference materials
have popularized the term 'par-
ticipation’ it seems to me that
the term still baffles leaving us
with unclear, and nonspecific
attributes — somewhat around
the focus and yet far from it in
terms of who participates, why,
and how. It may be useful to
examine the key word — partic-
ipation in such components.

e dictionary meaning of par-
ticipation includes the following
: 1. to possess something of the
nature of a person, thing or
quality; 2. the state being re-
lated to a large whole; 3. to take
part in something or to have a
share in something.

The modern meaning of par-
ticipation is related to voting
and other public or political
acts in which people take part
— l.e.. participate in decision-
making. Of course the phe-
nomenon is a very recent one
— of the twentieth century —
almost of our own time. The
classical political thinkers
— Plato and Aristotle — did not
- specifically consider the matter.

its use or

paramountc
ngladesh and E;

With the passapge ol b
the numbtrﬁ;'rw. new relation-
ship arose. The discovery ol the
unknown land and resultant
commerce with them, money
economy, capitalism, bureau-
cracy, nationalism, litical
economy, and spread of educa-
tion, and many other factors
produced — in their combina-

tion — representative govern-
ment — or democracy in popu-
lar parlance.

he institutions through
which democracy operates in-
clude voting, parliament, cabi-
net, bureaucracy. and the
courts. The basic idea is that
government — or a group of
people elected to run the
administration — must be
invested with powers.
As power corrupts, so the
government must be kept in
checks and balances — thus
making it accountable to the
people or their elected
representatives, '

The routes to democracy
have taken three distinct posi-
tions : 1) Implementation of
consensus (Rousseau); 2) ma-
jority determination (Locke):
and 3) satis differences in
kind, quality, intensity, and
quantity of interest (Herring)
i.e. policy is made by balancing
claims of interest and mediating

rest on three tenets : {

realization, equality of men in
their claims for attention, and
participation — either directly
or through control of leaders.
Such values "leave many quan-
daries in the practical world of
i1s the central theme of demo-
cratic morality, but wisdom and

tranquillity and order, are com-
peting claims of political pur-
pose”. (Redford, Democracy in

the Administrative State).

To this responsive, respon-
sible, and orderly exposition of
participation as a working form
of democracy or representative
gnvcmment. some American

cholars and international
agencies like the World Bank
and USAID have added a few
refinements, [like the role of
popular participation in devel-
opment activities like imple-
mentation of title IX of the For-
eign Assistance Act, 1968.] A
conference held at MIT in 1968
identified and emphasized
three kinds of participation: 1)
participation in decision-mak-
ing: 2) participation in imple-
mentation; 3) participation in
benefits. To these, the Cornell
University Rural Development
Committee added a fourth di-
mension, 4) participation in
evaluation.

These can be exemplified in
case of a project under consid-
eration. The affected people can
participate in deciding of they
are willing to have it. Once this
is done, they may share the var-
ious elements of work. If the
goal is achieved, the .péepile will
enjoy the benefits deriving from
projects they themselves have
some say in designing it and
carrying it out. The fourth par-
ticipation relales to assessing
its usefulness or its disadvan-
tages with efforts at correcting
those. Of course, such planni
and activity presu consid-
erable support from bureau-
crats, engineers, technicians,
apprenticeship. trial and error,
and above all, an willingness to
learn from errors. Such addi-
tions and explanations have
served to elaborate a real life
meaning and significance of the
term participation. As it is ap-
plied to project management,
particularly water management
issues in Bangladesh, more
specifications could be worked
out in day-to-day experience.

Existing Organisation

The existing water manage-
ment system may be said to
consist of — beginning with the
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“Water management in Bangladesh cannot be separated from the principle of sh
And if the appropriate institutions and trust between officials and local people
ated as part of the water management process than seen as an inconvenience..."

et 4ottt oo itk ol

Ministry of Water Resources
(MO at the top and Project
Council (PC) at the bottom (a
top-down bureaucratic organi-
sation the Bangladesh Water
Development Board (BWDB)
just a somewhat in be-
tween the MOWR and the spe-
cial organization set up for ng~
cific purposes) — tems Re-
habilitation Project é'RP], Flood
Project Coordination aniza-
tion (FPCO), Water Users’
Group (WUG), Water Users'
Committee ( WUC), Water
Users' Association (WUA), and
Project Council (PC). One has to
assume that the various officers
like Chief Engineers, Superin-
tending Engineers, Executive
Engineers and Sub Divisional
Engineers (SDE) or Assistant
Engineers and many others
must have something to do with
water management projects
/systems whether directly or
indirectly associated with spe-
cial bodies mentioned. Such as-
sociations or relationships may
not be based on. 'participatory’

nt as these are basi-
cally bureaucratically orga-
nized.

Why is Participatory
Management Needed?

A one-sentence reply may be
that water use or management
affects everybody — big or
small, high or low — so every-
body must be involved. What
touches all must be decided by
us. Fine, but what is the struc-
ture suitable to involve every-
body in water management?
The conference organisers' view
is that "water management

systems are not affecting agri-
culture alone. All people, re-
gardless of their gender, occu-
pation, and socio-economic sta-
tus are legitimate stakeholders"
of Flood Control, Drainage
(FCD) systems. Organising all
these stakeholders in one or
several orgarmrizations is not ef-
fective,

‘The word stakeholder may
create confusion as all don't
have stakes, some do, as these
people hold stake in various
measures — high, medium, low.,
So the interest of such so-called

" stakeholders varies acmr:lu;_lf to
sk

their interest, share, and
They are not a homogeneous
group: some are better-off,
while some are worse-off. How
to strike an optimum balance
between the two is a crucial
uestion. Justifiably, Mahfuz
am called attention to use
simpler terms with more clar-

ity.

The Implications

Obviously . many people,
many groups, interests associa-
tions, and even special circum-
stances are involved. So the
situation demands several
structures and flexible ar-
rangements. The conference fo-
cused on such matters or is-
sues.

These could be discussed
under three heads, viz, 1) Socio-
economic Issues: 2) Institution
Issues; and 3) Water Manage-
ment Issues.

Socio-economic Issues

Locally elected bodies —
such as the Union Parishads

(UP) are legal bodies, have legit-
imacy and represent the needs,
interests and problems of the
local le. The Gram

eo
Faﬂuhag (GP) passed by Par-

liament and now in the process
of formation through UP elec-
tions — will be more in-

volved. As at present UPs have
very little to do with water
management. They be au-
thorised to include water man-
agement functions in their offi-
cial list of duties and a frame-
work worked out to enlist the
willing cooperation of the com-
mon man needed so much in
such matters.

There are informal struc-
tures in the rural areas — the
salish, matbor, imams, who
could exert their influence in
securing the needed coo -
tion in a major task that aﬂ'erlec‘ia
local and woe of . The
government resources are gen-
erally shared between stake-
holders and the Water Man-
agement (WM). Agency which
tends to work in favour of the
rich, middle class farmers and
agalnﬂt the small, landless, and
the poor. Given the objective
situation in Bangladesh, the
benefits of government pro-
grammes or projects are en-
Joyed by the rich. The poor have
neither the time, interest and
the stake. They might not care
— they suffer anyway. So, how
to develop a system that is at
once representative and use-
ful? These issues must be
sorted out by trials and tribula-
tions. My limited experience in
the rural areas suggests that all
project — whether sponsored by

ared participation ... management.
does not exist, then it has to be cre-

- the

GO or NGQ — have tended to
by-pass the locally elected bod-
les take the UP.

Institutional Issues

As we have just noted, UPs
have little or no role in WM at
the moment, new roles may be

Eing ol ocmed
: y located, such
bodies as UPs or GPs can ad-

-dress the institutional issues by

undertaking care or manage-
ment of FCD-systems. Their in-
stallations may be left to MoWR
or BWDB, of their day-to-day
management — repair, care,
su sion, etc — may be left
to Gs, WUCs, WUA, or PCs
— as at present. In that case,
what will be the appropriate re-
lationship between UP/GP on
the one hand, and
WUG/WUC/WVA/PC on the
other? It appears from the
(Programme p.2) that the WM-
system committee counts of all

the UP chairmen. Whether the
UP chairman have the line and

interest to give to water man-
agement will be another ques-
tion.

The Thana Development Co-
ordination Committee (TDCC) is
a cmrdinaunf a%enc consist-
ing of thana leve ufﬁ't:trs and
UP chairman. It has not been
known to be very effective as it
lacks effective leadership. It has
replaced the Thana Parishad.
The present government is
known to have said in favour of
reverting back to the Thana
Parishad. In case of TP big re-
vived and allowed to operate
with necessary powers and re-
sources, it might be useful to
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ODAY, January 23, is the
anniversary of birth of
Netaji Subhas Chandra

| met Subhas Chandra Bose
at the Calcutta Presidency Col-
lege in 1917. We had both phi-
losophy as one of the subjects
for examination and as such
I had an opportunity to be fa-
miliar with him both in the
class and particularly in the
seminar on philosophy. He was
born with a silver spoon in his
mouth, being the son of Rai Ba-
hadur Janaki Nath Bose, gov-
ernment pleader of Cuttack. He
was the younger brother of
Sarat Bose, an eminent barris-
ter at law and a very prominent
figure in Calcutta in those days.
Subhas Bose inspite of being a
scion bf an aristotratic family
Wwas simple in nature and habits
and dlso' jn dress and often
would enquire of us — those had
joined the Presidency College
from far flung areas. He was
found to be distressed whenever
there was any calamity any-
where in the country and would
collect donations from the stu-
dents for helping the affected

ns.

Subhas Bose would not
brook any insult to Bengalis in
any manner. It was then the hey
day of British regime. It is re-

rted that Mr Oaten IES pro-
essor of history of the college
had passed some uncharitable
remarks against the Bengali
students about their manners. |
do not exactly remember at this
distant date the occasion for
such remarks. But Mr Oaten
had to pay the penalty for his
offensive remarks and was vir-
tually pushed down the grand
slair case of the college build-
ing. Next all students ol the col-
lege were fined Rs. 10 each and
Subhas Bose was expelled from

+ all over Nort

Verbatim Text of

Continued from yesterday
Cross examination of PW-45
in Bangabandhu murder case

Major General (retd) KM
Shafiullah was completed at the
trial court on Wednesday.

Following are the excerpts
from his examination by advo-
cate Khan Saifur Rahman, de-
fence lawyer for principal ac-
cused Lt Col (dismissed) Syed
Farooq Rahman :

Q : You were promoted to
Colonel from Lieutenant Colonel
and made Chief of Army Staff

from August, 1971 to April 7,

1972.

A: Yes.

Q : You were promoted to
the first Brigadier and later
Major General by the period
lirm April, 1972 to September,

A : Yes, but I don't know why
you are raising the questions.
At that time, many deputy sec-
retaries were promoted to
secretaries.

Q : You got
fast as the over
in favour of you.

A : This is not correct. The
favour was not only to me. My
friend Ziaur Rahman was also
promoted in the same way. The
ra promotions were made to
fill up the vacancies as

romotion very
1 situation was

Bangladesh was a new-born

country at that time.

Q : Was any vacuum created
in the government fnllnudr? the
incident of August 15, 19757

A : Not only me, the entire
country was astonished be-
cause of suddenness of the in-
cident. The situation was result
of the vacuum created foll
the assassination of Banga-
bandhu.

Q : Did you tell the 10 that
an unwanted incident occurred
between the wife of Major
Dalim and son of Awami League
leader Gazi Golam Mostafa at a
club in Dhaka?

‘A : The 153{1‘.:;5 on Dalim's wife
was exaggerated.

Q : And before that, Sheikh
Kamal, son of Bangabandhu,
received. bullet wounds in
Motijheel one night.

A : This is not known to me.

: Was the article written
by Lt Col Ziauddin in Holiday
objective? :

A : | can't recall the subject
of the article. But it was against
the government which was an
anti-discipli act.

Q : Was your
unit active?

A : There was shortage of
manpower in the intelligence
unit. But it was active.

Q : Did you ask the troops to
be ready as artillery and ar-
mour could be resisted by
three battalions of infantry?

A : | asked them to get ready
and resist as the resistance was
E:eded by the force which we

ad.

Q : Was the helicopter of Air
Force capable of landing on the

intelligence

. rooftop of Bangabandhu's

house to rescue him?

A : There was no such heli-
copter at that time.

Q : Do you know that Shah
Moazzem Hossain and KM
Obaidur Rahman are not ac-
cused in this case?

A : No, I don't know it.

Q : Did you hear the move-
ment of tank on August 14
night?

A : No.

Q : Was the government be-
fore BKSAL democratic one?

At this stage, Shafiullah felt
chest pain and the court was
adjourned. Khan Saifur com-

leted his examination without

owing answer of the question

when the court resumed after
about one hour.

Examination by advocate TM
Akbar, defence luwacr for ac-
cused Lt Col (LPR) Muhiuddin :

Netaji: A Reminiscence

by Khan Saheb Muhammed Afzal

the college and the university
for a lea part in the
incident. Mr Wordsworth was
probably the Principal at that
time. He was a man of strong
princti_plc and he resigned his
post for a difference of opinion
with the authority and joined
the Statesman as its Editor.
Subhas Bose. however, for the
intervention of some promi-

nent ple was allowed to }uin
the Scottish Church College
wherefrom he passed his BA ex-

amination with honours in
Philosophy. Soon after he
sailed for England to qualify
for the Indian Civil Service and
passed the very stiff examina-
Liu:; within a year securing sec-
on |
Indian Civil Service was in
those days the most covetable
service with unlimited power,
prestige and a very fat salary.
But Subhas Bose was a born
freedom fighter with reserva-
tions against the British and
therefore refused to serve under
them. He created a history as no
one ever did so. He submitted

his resignation on board the =
ship that was carrving him to
Bombay before he embarked on
the shore of India.

Next I met him at Santaher
Rallway junction where he was

of North Bengal Flood
rganisation. There was
flood practically
Ben ELF

in char
Relief

a devastatin
in 1919-

20. Bogra and Rajshahi districts
were very badly affected and
eople of these areas had
shifted to railway tracks even
on tree tops for shelter.
Adamdighi station went under
neck-deep water. Hundreds of
ple died and a very large
number of cattlehead were lost.

A S

found Subhas Bose riding in a
small dinghy boat in the
flooded area to the great risk of
his life as the boat might be
overturned at any moment by
torrents of flood water.

Sir PC Ray who was the
founder-president of the Relief
Committee had spoken highl
of the commendable relief wor
rendered to the affected poor

ople. The name of Subhas

se became a household word
in those days in every family of
North Bengal.

He was destined to be a great

. man and the estimation of the

. | public proved correct. He be-

! has Bose fau

| came to Santaher by Up Dar-
jeeling Mail to visit my family
at Raninagar in Naogaon sub-
division. Early in the morning 1
saw Subhas Bose sitting on a
mat at the Santaher platform
looking over a map of the
flooded area. The sun was just
rising and the red glow of the
morning sun gave him a halo of
a Rishi. It was a fascinating
scene. | did not like to disturb
him for some minutes but he
saw me and greeted me warmly
with a beaming smile. | was
with him for about an hour dis-
cussing flood relief measures. |

' came President of the Indian
~ National Congress at a very
| early stage of

is life. It was a
reat achievement in his life.
om his 1‘.':.*a|.l*l¥l life Netaji Sub-
t an uncompro-

the

mising battle against

. British to free India. He opined

for a society that would not dis-
tinguish between caste, creed
and colour. He declared that in-
dependence could only be
anEll:vtd through armed strug-

i | Sl: for which he formed the In-

fan National Army (INA).
Though Subhas Bose could not
drive away the British, his ac-
tivity, however, accelerated the
movement for freedom of India,
and the British rulers after a
reign of about 200 years, finally
had to quit India in 1947.

Netaji is no more with us but
his inspiration that he left be-
hind for the cause of freedom
served as a stimuli in the hearts
of Bengali youths to fight for
the freedom of esh. | re-
call with pride my association
with so t a man and pay my
hu:%e to his mempry.

The writer was a member d,ea.l_nf{-
erstwhile BCS. Before his
in 1975, at Naogaon, he wrote
this article,
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take charge of WM projects with
lechnicians and representatives
ol the people performing as-
signed functions. Pending the
expected thing to happen,
TDCC may be recast with
greater representation of the
people — project-wise. This
might require special adminis-
trative arrangements and their
accountability to an appropriate
forum. As of today, C is not
accountable to any elected

Water Management

Issues

Water nt has been
a perennial matter in Bangla-
desh and predates any gove-
rnment intervention FCD-
systems now in operation — is
required to ensure the people's
participation during the phases
of the ll)m ect cycle. FCD (Flood
Control Drainage) -systems are

different from lrrl%tlnn (1) sys-

tem, They are public good in-
frastructures. The government
manages the FCD-system which
gl;mludea handing these over to

e so-called stakeholders. A
division of responsibilities and

tasks is necessary. How can
this be structured into func-
tional relationships? Flood Con-

trol and Drainage (water con-
veyance) are two different com-
nents of the FCD-systems.

e so-called stakeholders are
responsible for the water con-
veyance. Indeed, they are the
ones who need water to be con-
veyed or carried to their land.
So, their stake is clear. What is
the stake of the common man
on this? Most of them have no
land — so that there is no

uestion of carrying water to
their lands.

Of course, flood control is a
democratic task which affects
the poor and the rich equally.
Here, the roles of both groups
are clear — cooperation at all
costs. They willingly join efforts
at controlling floods providing
necessary goods and series to
the government effort.

So. WM issues are multi-
faceted and require different
approaches. Though trials and
errors, these approaches need
to be perfected.

Other Issues

Many efforts of the govern-
ment require legal frameworks
— Acts, Laws, and Rules
framed thereunder — within
which the proposed WM bodies
are required to be functioning.,
Experience in this field does not
appear to be happy one. A Bill
to provide for eople's
participation in F‘CDHP projects
was worked out to be placed in
the Parliament. For reasons un-
known, it was later retracted
(Background Information) al-
though the "Guidelines for Peo-
ple’s participation in Water De-
velopment Project” (GPP) was
endorsed by the MoWR it 11995
To make the WM profjects effec-
tive and useful to the people,-a
legal framework will be neces-
sary, but yet it is still far from
coming.

Farmers who pay Tk. 700
per acre to the Pump Man-
ager/Collector. The latter are
not passing the monies so col-
lected to the BWDB. He is also
not responsible to Water Users'
Group (WUG). If this is true,
there is a privatisation of a
K{uhlic good in irrigated water.

ost probably, the big farmers
polise whatever this is to
monopolise. They have so far
done so in all projects — public
or private. These can be no ef-
fective role for the people in
such an objective situation.

The Ideation

Yet, the aspect of people's
participation in projects that
affects people is most welcome
and in keeping with the demo-
cratic urges of the people and
the promises and practices of

Lhe government. Now, it is the
Ministry of Water Resources
(MoWR] which is endeavouring
lo involve people in WM pro-
Jects. Indeed, MoWR has been
making such attempts since
1994. The Foreign Minister
claims that “the present gov-
ernment has taken steps to
strengihen the local government
bodies with UP as the focal
point of development... the gov-
ernment is pledge-bound to en-
sure the participation of rural
people in development activi-
ties..." [(The Bangladesh Ob-
server 17-12-97). Slo like
"Education/Health /Housing/Fo
od for All, etc., if converted into
programmes/projects would re-
quire the participation of the

ple to make them a success.

e Prime Minister has been on
record to reiterate the concepts
of 'accountability’ and 'trans-
parency’ of administration. All
these attempts, slogans and
concepts point up the partici-
pating management case. An
Jide? today is tomorrow’'s pro-
ect.

ti‘antlju Freire's Eea of "'consci-
entization' in Pedagogy of the
Oppressed and E?i?matim'{ or
Critical Consciousness has.
helped to enlarge the horizon of
the people in terms of changing
their life style. So have the
ideas of empowerment of the
poor and women and construct-
ing programmes for effective de-
velopment (Cernia); rural devel-
opment participation (Uphoff,
Cohen, Goldsmith); Panchayati
Raj in West Bengal (Webster):
people's participation, Local
Government, and Rural Devel-
opment (Westergaard) and 'Par-
ticipatory Rural Appraisal' PRA
'Project with People'
(Chambers), and Project with
people (Oaklay); so, participa-
tion is no more in the 'ivory
tower' of imagination, it seems
to have started a descending or
landing process, however re-
mote. The Participatory Water
Management Conference may
go down as a stepping stone in

the history of democratic ad-
ministration in Bangladesh.
Let's go to the people and learn
from them: their needs and re-
quirements, potentialities and
limitation, cooperation and con-
straint.

Conclusion

Finally, word of caution.
Participation is indeed democ-
racy at work. And democracy —
a lifestyle of sharing sunshine
and shower together — is a
matter of cultivation. One must
not expect to work wonders
overnight. Rather, slow, sys-
tematic and sustained care in
preparing the people: working
together, sharing and suffering,
and eventually learning by do-
ing." Geof Wood's cautious op-
timism deserves a considera-
tion:

+ . "Bangladesh does not ‘enj

~suclr condition, [...'long' estab-

-~ lished democratic conditiens

and strong civil institutions ...
and this underpins the anxi-
eties (shared by many) regard-
ing the participation of affected
groups of people in the deci-
sion- which will have a
rofound impact upon their
ivelihoods. Water management
in Bangladesh cannot be sepa-
rated from the principle of
shared participation ... man-
agement. And if the appropriate
institutions and trust between
officials and local people does
not exist, then it has to be cre-
ated as part of the water man-
agement process than seen as
an inconvenience..."

Let's give it a try.

The writer is a teacher.

This article has been written
as an humble response to the
challenge of Mahfuz Anam who
reminded conference that the
participants tend to forget its
message or follow-up after the
conference is over.

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Q : From when you were in-
terested to be involved in poli-
tics?

A : 1 had no intention to in-
volve mrucll" in politics. I had to
join itics to meet the de-
mand of the situation.

Q : There was discontent
among the army officers after
dismissal of Major Dalim and
Major Noor?

A:Yes.

Q : Did you try to remove the
diﬁtﬂl’llﬂﬂtg

A : Yes, | tried to convince
the officers that there is no
scope of indiscipline in army.

: Did you recommend not
to dismiss them as the reason
for what they were dismissed
was incorrect

A : Not that. I tried to return
them on the correct way.

Q : Was your opinion sought
before formation of Rakkhi
Bahini?

A : No.

Q : Did Shafaat Jamil carry
out your order to tame the inci-
dent on August 157

A : It was not seen in my
eyes. |
Q : Did you ask him for it?
A : 1 didn't get the scope.

Examination by advocate
Sharfuddin Mukul, defence
lawyer for accused Taheruddin
Thakur, state minister of both
Bangabandhu and Khandaker
Mus ue governments :

Q : Was eruddin Thakur
State Minister for Information
from August 15 to 24 when you
were Chief of Army Staff?

A:Yes,
Q : A civil administration

was at that time.

A : Yes.
: Did you see Taheruddin
Thﬁur Saheb before August

157

A: Yes, ,
Q : How? As a minister or

MP or journalist?

Cross Examination o

A : |1 saw him as a freedom
fighter during the Liberation

ar.,

Q : Was he a state minister
of Bangabandhu cabinet before
August 157

A:Yes,

Q : Did you see him on vari-
ous occasions?

A Yes, | saw him.

Q : Was he an MP of Awami
League?

: Yes.

Q : Did you witness any oath
taking ceremony of President or
cabinet earlier?

A : Yes, | was present as
Chief of Army Staftf when the
cabinet took oath after inde-
pendence. _ -

: Did you also witness
oath taking ceremony of the
President?

A: Yes.

Q : Did the civil and military
administrations run together
without any conflict?

A:Yes

Q : According to you, you
came to the radio station in an
unusual situation and returmed
to the cantonment around
11lam on August 15?

A : | was taken to my office
from the radio station. Later, |
was also taken to Bangabha-
ban.

Q : But you gave different
statement in "Facts and Docu-
ments”.

A : The newspapers and
books did not publish as ex-
actly I told them.

: At the radio station, did
Mushtaque tell you: | want my
generals in my oath taking cer-
emony at Bangabhaban?

A: He told me that the oath
taking ceremony will take place
before Jumma and he wanted
to see all the chiefs.

Q: Accordingly you attended

the ceremony.
A: | was present at the cere-
mony.

Q: Did it take place before or’

after Jumma prayer?

A: The naL,: taking ceremony
of the President took place be-
fore Jumma while of the cabinet
in the afternoon. |

Q: There was a good gather-
ing.

A: There was a small gather-
ing.

Q: Did you see Major Gen-
eral Manzur (then a Lieutenant

Colonel) at B haban?
A: | saw him in the after-
noon.

Q: Was he posted in India at
that time?

A: In Delhi.
Q: What was his job?
A: Military Advisor at

Bangladesh High Commission

there.

: Did you see General
Nasim or General Nooruddin at
Bangabhaban?

A: | can't recall.

Q: Any other officers?

A: Those who violated the
army discipline, of whose
names | mentioned earlier.

Q: Did you go to Savar from
Bangabhaban?

A: | was taken to Savar.

Q: Where? :

A: At the Jatiya Rakkhi

Bahini Headquarters.
Q: Did you meet Rakkhis

there?

A: 1 met the Rakkhi officers.

Q: The news of oath taking
ceremony was published in
newspapers along with your
pictures.

A I saw it.

@: Former Presidents Abu
Syeed Chowdhury and Mo-
hammadullah were among the
cabinet members who took oath

on Au#uat 15.

A: Yes,

Q: Did you know Prof
Mozaffar Ahmed Chowdhury
who was known as Prof MAC?

A: No.

Q: Did Shah Moazzem Hos-
sain, Dewan Farid Gazi, Nurul

Islam Manju and KM Obaidur

Rahman take oath on that day?

A: I didn't know all. Their
names are supposed to be pre-
served at cabinet division, had
they been taken oath as minis-
ters.

: Abdul Mannan also took
oath. He is now an MP of your
A: Yes,

Q: Dewan Farid Gazi is also
an MP along with you.

A: Yes,

Q: When did Prof Abu Say-
eed take your interview? -

A: He never take my inter-
view,

: He, in his book "Facts
and Documents” published

our interview which was ear-

er carried out by Bhorer Kagoj.
Do you know?
: I know it.
- He is now a minister.
: State minister.

Q: Whip Prof Rafiqul Islam
has become a state minister re-
cently.

A: Yes.

Q: He edited a book titled

"Bangabandhu Hattyar Dalil".
There is an article of you in the

book.
A: Yes, | know it.

Q: Did you write any book
on killing of Bangabandhu?

A: No, but | have a plan to
write a book on the assassina-
tion of bandhu.

Q: You sta at Bangabha-
ban voluntarily.

A: No, | was confined there.
Q: But you didn't tell the 10
it

A: [ told him.

Q: You, in the August 19
army conference, gave the ex-

lanation at what situation you

Bad to take responsibility of the
incident. \

A: No, | explained the situa-
tion.

Q: And also your own posi-

* ton.,

A: No, I couldn't do it.

Q: What was the barrier?

A: All on a sudden 46
Brigade Commander Col
Shalaat Jamil shouted to Fa-
rooq and Rashid saying "you
killed Bangabandhu. You will
be tried."

Q: What was the motto of
the conference?

A: To hold trial against those
who violated discipline after es-
tablis chain of command.

Q: Did yvou convene the
meeting at the dictation of any
one?

A: No. | called the meeting at
my own authority.

Q: Can there be army with-
out a government?

A: No, it should not be.
There was also a government
du the Liberation War.

Q: Did any foreign diplomat
meet Khandaker Mushtaque till
August 187

: Yes, the American Am-
bassador, Indian High Commis-
sioner and Libyan Ambassador.

Q: You were the second most
werful person after August
Y3

A: Not correct.

Q: You enjoyed the confi-
dence of entire army.

A: 1 built the Bangladesh
Army. |1 didn't want that the
army is destroyed in front of my
eyes. | would be the President if
I wanted the post. But I didn't
want it. I expressed my alle-
glance as I didn't want blood-
shed.

?: Were the army loyal to
you

A: All, except few who had
violated the chain of command.
Q: What was the strength of

army on 157
o AT 25,000

Q: And the Rakkhi Bahini's
s was about 20,000.

A: 1 didn't know it. However,
13,000 to 14,000 Rakkhis were

absorbed in army.

" Q: Do you know former Jute

f 45th Prosecution Witness

Minister Shamsul Haq?

A: Yes, [ don't know whether
he is still alive or not. :

Q: He was made ambassador
after August 15.

A: Yes. To Russia.

Q: The involvement of army
in Bangladesh politics began on
August 15.

A: There was no involvement
during my period.

Q: Would you have been
President, had you wished.

A: 1 would have been the
President. had | wished it. But I
never thought it.

Q: Your successor Ziaur
Rahman had become President.

A: Yes.

Q: Ershad?

A: Yes.

Q: Atiq?

A: No.

Q: Nooruddin?

A: He joined politics after his
retirement. He is now a minis-
ter.

Q: General Nasim?

A: He was dismissed from
army in unjust way.

e ju didn't record the
uestion and answer about
neral Nasim).

Q: Khaled Mosharraf had
also become Chief of Army
Staff.

A: Yes. He was killed in a se-
poy rebellion.

Q: Did you go to the radio
station for once only?

A: That was my first visit to

the radio station,
: Like you Taheruddin

Th r is a victim of circum-
stances.
A: I was a victim. He:
(Thakur) can say about himself,
With this, cross examination
of Shafiullah was completed.
The court will resume at 9:30

' J 26 (Monday).
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Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be hed as and
when received.



