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Steps to keep
ferry ghats

free from
traffic jam
The t will take all
ble measures to keep the
ghats free from traffic jam

on eve of the Eid-ul-Fitr, an
official handout said in the city

’mm:yi UHH.

Mderu:!abus-truck OWNErs

and workers association told a
of the task force formed

to keep the fu'll'_)lr ts conges-
tion-free that t eaur'h;uuld work
unitedly with the administra-
tion to this end.

The meeting. chaired by
Shipping Minister A S M Abdur

Rab in the city yesterday, was
told that 24 ferries will en-

fﬂ.ged to fi assengers be-
ween Aﬂm-lgutakﬂﬁta and
Daulatdia.

Besides, a 150-member team
of police led by an Assistant Po-
lice Commissioner and eight
sergeants will be deplo in
the ghats to maintain dis-

Foreign vessel

From page
and other dues. :
The captain and other crew
of the ship abandoned the ves-
sel when criminals started

mltﬂl&mgﬂt:tatgunpomt. police

The High Court earlier
an order for di of

vessel to the highest bidder
after floating ‘an international

tender.
SKOP

From page 1
months and government will
take necessary measures for
aﬁ)pm\dng the amended law by
the Jatiya Sangsad (Parlia-
ment).

The government will also
take steps to protect the local
mills and factories by reform-

the labour policy and the

cies on tax and tariff. Steps
will be taken to reopen the sick
industries.

Under the ent, work-
ers who lost their jobs for or-
ganising movement on the 8-

int demand of the SKOP will

reinstated. Cases filed
against such workers will be
withdrawn,

Families of those killed in
the workers movement will
also be provided with financial

grant, the t said.
Those who signed the -
ment for the SKOP i]'ll‘.'ludgce -
dus Salam Khan, Ahsan Ullah
Master, MP. Abdullah Al-No-
man, Nazrul Islam Khan, Nurul
Islam, Dr Wazedul Islam Khan,

Abul Bashar and Khalilur
Rahman.

Govt won't be a]lowed-

to implement CHT
accord: B Chy -

Deputy Leader of the -
tion in Parliament Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury yester-

day threatened to foil the gov-
ernment efforts to implement
the CHT accord, NB.

"We will not allow the gov-
ernment to implement the un-
constitutional accord ... we will
thwart it at any cost,” he said.

Badruddoza Chowdhury was
addressing a discussion meet-
ing organised by Jatiyatabadi
Krishak Dal at its central of-
fice, marking the Asad Day.

He said BNP Chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia will an-
nounce fresh agitation pro-
grammes against the govern-
ment after Eid-ul-Fitr and we
are determined to make the

an allout success.
¢ BNP leader observed
that the secessionists, are being
inspired and movement like
"Bangabhumi Andalon” will get
momentum with the signing of
the accord.

BNP urged
From page 1

them ballot in the next
general clunc;tjum. he Dhﬁﬂ'ﬁ.
Refu an tion alle-

ation, he Elﬂglpﬂ!

oes not believe in the tics
of revenge. "If we had done that,
the government would have
sued the BNP for hol the
February 15 (1996) farcical elec-
tions and would not have
spared Begum Khaleda Zia's
family members for their large-
scale corruption.”

Tofael criticised BNP chief
Begum Khaleda Zia for her re-
cent comment that opposition
politics in the coun would
take an unconventional course
if it was not allowed to take the
natural course. "Politics is in
the right way.... Who has ob-
structed it? They're holding

Referring to BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan's call to unseat the
government, he said, "No oust-
government agitation will be
required. We'll surrender power
to a caretaker government on
cnn;glgﬁnn of our term.”

ut the CHT peace accord,
the minister pointed out that
the agreement was signed as a
sequence of events that took
place during the tenure of the
three previous governments.

Rahmat Ali, Prof Zannatul

Ferdous, Farida Rouf Asha of

Awami League and NK Alam
Chowdh and Dr Rustam Ali
Faraezi of Jatiya Party took
part in the thanks-giving mo-
tion on President Shahabuddin
Ahmed's January 14 address.

. vide

He alleged that the Awami

e does not believe in the

sovereignty and lndeycndencc

of the country as it "sacrificed

the interest of the country”
while the accord.

Turning to the 1969 mass
upsurge, the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition said Asad had
embraced martyrdom for es-
tablishing democracy in the
m“'}l]ﬁ and his supreme sacri-
fice always inspire the na-
tion in marching forward the
democracy.

He urged the BNP leaders and
workers and its front o sa-
tions for the movement
to be launched after Eid a suc-
cess, imbued with the spirit of
Asad.

Chaired by Krishak Dal act-
ing president Mahbubul Haq
Tara, the meeting was addres-
sed, amnn% others, by Sham-
suzzaman Dudu MP, Ehsanul
Kabir, Mofiqul Hassan Tripti,
Jamaluddin Khan Milon, A
Taher and Shajahan Mia
Samrat.

Abducted jeweller

yet to be rescued

From Staff Correspondent

15754 bo rescue e Joweller who
8 yet to rescue the who
was abducted :i unidentified

night from

on y
jipukurpar in the city.

Consultation meet
From page 1
January 23. -

Director of the grant aid di-
vision of Economic Cooperation
Bureau of Japan Takeshi Yagi
will lead the six-member dele-
gation.

Other members are Tat-
suhito Imamura, Noriharu Ma-
sugi. Kazuhisa Ito, Hiroshi Ni-
inou and Masashi Kinoshita.

The J
leave Dh

ese delegation will
on January 26.
BSS adds: JICA sources yes-
terday said Japan is likely to
provide financial assistance to
implement the Rupsa bridge

o, -

: e possibility of conduct-
ing a feasibility study on the
proposed Rupsa bridge may
come up for discussions at the
consultation meet,” said an
ERD official.

He said Japan agreed to
t for at least 15 pro-
jects so far in the current fiscal
year (1997-98).

The Planning Commission
is preparing the minutes for the
bilateral meeting in light of the
chjcﬂ concept pa (PCP) to

submitted to the Japanese
mission.

Fresh cl'olz
spell from
Friday likely

The city experienced drizzle
last t ahead of a fresh spell
of cold wave that is to hit
the country from Friday, re-
ports UNB.

The mercury may

sharply when the will be-
come gll:a.r and thlety cold spell

reappear with a similar inten-
sity which the country experi-
enced early this month, said
Met Office Director Sajedur
Rahman.

He said the cold wave which
swept over Rajshahi division
and Sri on on Mon-

* day and 'me?d";y weak

due to cloud dowmpour,
- Sonia

From page 1
In Bihar today, she assured

voters 5?:! Con uf' would
protect in the r
while accelerating the mﬁﬁc
reforms process started seven
years ago.

Bihar is the of Indi-
a's 26 states. y ticians
say that the reforms

Pa'dmle only benefited the rich in
ndia.

An excited audience asked
Gandhi's ﬂﬁgear-nld daughter
Priyvanka Vadra. who had ac-
companied her mother to Bi-
har, to address them as well.

"l don't know how to make a
political speech,” Vadra said
shyly into the microphone and
thanked people for attending
the rally.

3 bills placed
From page 1

Sadique introduced the Private

University (Amend
1997 o ment) Bill

ments to the
Act, 1992,
The bill provides for amend-
ments to the act re the
rules on reserved und

. (minimum Tk five crore) of an

university, any new pri-
vate university and a in

its Ero-v(‘: or ﬂue—Rnctnrpp.u e

Minister Lt Gen (retd)

mnu;ﬂ II.I lrlt} Khan introduced

e on DESA to amend the

Dhaka Electric Supply Author-

ity Act 1990 for reorganisin

the areas of DESA. .
__As per the amendment, the
greater Dhaka area” as men-
tioned in the previous act will
now mean the areas of all
thanas t:n ,lth Metropolitan
area, entire Nara anj thana
excluding Alirtek and Baktabol
unions, Fatulla and Siddhirganj
thanas, entire areas of Joyde-
vpur and Tongi thanas of
Gazipur district excluding Kon-
abari and Kashempur unions

and Pirojali village of Mirzapur

lun:iuIL

.....

Customs official
killed 1n road

accident
By Staff Correspondent

A senior Customs official
died in a road accident at Suja-
ganj in Comilla yesterday.

itional Collector of Cus-
toms Dr Azizur Rahman and
his housemaid Asma, 15, died
on the spot when he lost control
of the car which rammed into a
tree, police said.

His wife Nurunnahar and
two sons were critically in-
jured. They were admitted to the
Comilla Medical College Hospi-
tal. Later they were shifted to a
clinic in Dh ;

Dr Azizur Rahman was
scheduled to leave for Australia
with his family on February 1
to take up his new assignment
as Cunhmcl:;clﬂlghl;[lrgutcr in the
Banglades i ommission
in Canberra.

His namaj-e-janaza will be
held toda Zohr prayers at
the Bajtul Mukkaram mosque.

Before joining the

h Customs service Dr

Aziz, who from the Fau-

t Cadet College, served as

a lecturer of History at the

Dhaka University. He obtained

his PhD !trom East-West Centre
of Hawai. He served in several

important positions including
Commissioner of Chittagon
Customs and First Secretary o

BMTF
From 1

The Khulna Shipyard was
set up in 1957 at Rupsha in
Khulna. It was used mainly to

rq;alr and refurbish ships, said
a high official of the PB. The
company has been incurring

losses over the years and its ac-
cumulated losses stood at Tk
52.25 crore during the 1996-97

fiscal year.

The shi now has a total
liability o 68.19 crore in-
cluding 11.60 crore in long-
term loans.

The industry located on 202
bigha of land and it
Tk 18.92 crore worth of other
assets

PM tells JS

Govt has control
over foreign aid

received by NGOs

The Prime Minister in-
formed the House yesterday
that the government has con-
trol over the for assistance
received by NGOs working in
the country, reports UNB.

lying to Haji Mohd Selim
(AL) during the PM's question
hour, Hasina said under the ex-
isting rules, the government
controls the activities of the
foreign aided NGOs and the do-
nations received by them.

Till January 13 this year,
some 1,229 N were regis-
tered uﬁr rules.

The Prime Minister praised

the works of NGOs in different
projects on health, education,
poverty alleviation, sanitation
and welfare of women and chil-
dren.

She admitted that NGOs are
contributing to the economy to
a great extent.

"We want the NGOs to con-
tinue their prnjlcﬂs. we will ex-
tend all possible help from the
government.” the Prime Minis-
ter said.

Gram Parishad
From page |
male and female voters.

Voters will be invited in a
general meeting to elect their
members through ballots. The
polling would be held at least 15
days after the last date of with-
drawal of nomination papers.

Voting will take place only if
the number of contesting can-
didates exceed the total number
of seats in a parishad. Names of
the contesting candidates and
their symbols will be hung in
the notice board of the RO's of-
fice and in some other places in

area at least one week ahead of
the election day.

Any person found guilty of
bribing. concealing identity, us-
ing undue influence, creatin
hindrance in maintenance o
secrecy in voting may be con-
victed for six months or fined
Tk 500 or punished both ways.

The Gram Parishad Bill
1997 was passed by the Jatiya
Sangsad in September last year.
The Act. however, was chal-
lenged in the High Court on
grounds that it violated certain
provisions of the Constitution.

Hearing of the writ petition
challenging the GP Act is
Ehtﬂultd to begin on January

According to the Act. elected
members of the Union
Parishads will be ex-officio
chairmen of their respective
Gram Parishads.

Twelve members including
three women members of the
Gram Parishad will be elected
directly by the people on the ba-

sis of adult franchise

Rights of Bangalee_s_

From page ]

international donors have wel-
comed the CHT peace accord.

Terrorism

Sheikh Hasina yesterday in-
formed parliament that more
tcru%h laws are under ess to
curb women and child repres-
sion and combat terrorism.

"Practical steps are bein
initiated to fight terrorism
ensure peace in public life,” she
said re ﬁ to a question from
Dr Mohd Rustam Ali Farazi
(JP-Pirojpur).

Hasina said new posts of
5,000 have been cre-
ated and the process is under-
way to recruit for those posts at

r different levels of the police

administration.

Besides, the police forces
will be well equipped with nec-
essary transports and radio
sets. des, six more thanas
will be set up within the Dhaka
Metropolitan areas, she told the

House.
"No terrorist p is getting
patronisation from the gov-

ernment,” the Prime Minister
said, adding that she had asked

BB employees

From page 1]
of the CBA and some top offi-
cials of the bank.

He said they had been de-
manding removal of GM Sham-
suddin for the last few days and
on Monday when they went to
the Governor to press their de-
mand the CBA supporters at-
tacked them.

He alleged that GM Sham-
suddin was harassing their
people for quite sometime
through transiers. He said the
GM is in this d t for six
Ecaru. but as per rules of the

. None can stay in a partic-
ular department for more than
three years.

He also alleged that all the
three Deputy Governors of the
Bank were kept out of adminis-
trative function and adminis-
trative responsibility is being
carried out through a junior
most Executive Director violat-
ing the Bank's rule.

The employees association
leader questioned how they
could be suspended the au-
thorities before the submission
of the report by the enquiry
commitiee.

Two separate cases, one by
the employees association and
another by the Bank authori-
ties, were filed with Motijheel
thana in this connection on

Monday.
A huge contingent of police
was deployed in Bank after

Monday’s incident.

The Bank officials were re-
luctant to talk to newsmen and
none of the public relations de-
partment were available for
comment.

tne ponce to sternly deal with
the terrorists irrespective of

and opinion.
palﬁm Prime Minister hoped
that the tion would re-
frain from king the terror-
ists” and help the government
to fight them out from society.

Sheikh Hasina also assured
liament that the PM's Relief
mmuatl: uueu:lmt on humani-
Eruu . "not on partisan
umllr:T 1'" f
plying to a string o
queries d the PM’'s
tion time, she said, e're
helping the destitute on human-
itarian ground from this fund
and it will continue... We will
not follow the BNP's example of
E:“lnf Tk 25 lakh from the PM's
el Fund to each BNP MP."
Adv Fazle Rabbi (JP-Gali-
bandha), Mirza Azam (AL-Ja-
malpur) and Abdul Latif Mirza

(AL-Sirajganj) put questions
and su taries to the PM.
The Prime Minister told Fa-

zle Rabbi that a total of Tk
14,29,38,360 were s t from
the PM's Relief and Welfare
Fund till January 17 this year
since her assumption of power.

Bangabandhu

From page 1
the army personnel on Sheikh
Mujib’'s assassination, the PW
said, "1 think that there were
contradictory statements as
they didn't witness the inci-
dent.”

The then army chief said
that before the gruesome killi:g
of father of the nation he h
no contact with Brig Rauf, the
then chief of DGFI1, by red tele-
phone on st 14 t.

“This is totally false that
Brig Rauf had informed me ev-

erything on that midnight,” he
asserted -

General Shafiullah also said
that he could not seek any clari-
fication from Brig Rauf as the
DGFI was not under his direct
command at that time.

The incomplete cross exam-
ination of the PW-45 resumed
in the morning with question-
ing by advocate Abdur
Khan, lawyer for accused Lt
(retd) Sultan Shahriyar Rashid
Khan.

Later, advocate Khan Saifur
Rahman began examining the
witness, but the court of D
District and Sessions Judge
Kazi Golam Rasul was ad-
journed, keeping the cross-ex-
amination incomplete.

The then BDR chief, Major
General (retd) Khalilur Rah-
man, or Mokhjes, an employee

of Bangabhaban, will make de-
position as PW-46 after the
completion of Shafiullah's
cross examination at the court
which resumes at 9:30 am to-
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