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SPORTS TALK

(Brazil's football superstar)

“People keep asking who [
prefer to have playing alongside
me as if I could choose between
wonderful players such as Ri-
valdo, Romario, Dodo or Ed-
mundo. Fortunately that's not
my job. I have enough to do
trying to make sure I can keep
my p%ﬂ(!’ in the team.”
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN |
Competition-87 !
v Tick the Correct Answers |

Competition closes at 8 pm
on Jan 30, 1998

1] Which Kiwi batsman scored |

the only ODI century
against Pakistan?
Cairns Astle Crowe

2| Which is the highest ODI
individual score?

194 189 198

3| How many ODI centuries |
has Azharuddin hit
51.!

3 4

4/ Who scored the only half- |
century for Bangladesh in |
the Independence Cup? |

Aminul Akram Mahmud

9| Who is leading Bangladesh in
the World Youth Cup cricket

in South Africa?
Sabbir Al-Shariar Sajal |
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School Address .............
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Invitational
hockey

An invitational interna-
tional hockey tournament, un-
der the auspices of the Bang-
ladesh Hockey Federation
(BHF), will be held in the last
week of next month, reports
BSS.

Six countries, out of invited
13, have confirmed their partic-
ipation in the tournament,

Sri Lanka, China, Singapore
and Egypt would send their na-
tional teams while India will
send their national runners-up
Tamil Nadu Eleven and Pak-

Sajal, Muntasir stymie Kenya

Fahim Muntasir
and pacer Sajal
Chowdhury wag-
ged a long tail to

_j inspire Bangla-
desh to a sensatio-
nal three-wicket win over
Kenya in the Plate league of the
second World Youth Cup cricket
at Potchefstroom University
ound in South Africa on Mon-
ay.
}in a unique unision, both
Fahim and Sajal, who had ear-
lier evenly shared four wickets

b

among them to restrict their
African rivals to a pal 132,
remained unbeaten on 33 runs

as Bangladesh recovered from a
middle-order collapse to clinch
victory in 37.2 overs.

At one stage, Bangladesh
were stuttering at 54 for seven.
But Muntasir and Sajal added
80 in an unbroken eighth
wicket partnership to stun the
Kenyans.

Although the scorecards
rovided by the Bangladesh
ricket Board (BCB) last

evening was hardly legible, it
was however learnt that Fahim
faced 81 balls in his gritty unde-
feated knock while an obdurate

Sajal played 85 balls.

Opener Hannan Sarker with
a breezy 27 off 15 balls gave
Bangaldesh a flying start after
the fantastic bowling perfor-
mance from skipper Al-
Shahriar, who took four wick-
ets for only seven runs.

But support at the other end
was insignificant. Hannan
aside, the other top five bats-
men including skipper Al-
Shahriar failed to even reach a

double-digit mark.

AFP adds: England turned
around last week's humiliation

Sports Reporter

by Bangladesh into a shock win
over fancied Pakistan,

The in-form Pakistan, who
had an untroubled passage
thro the preliminary round,
made England fight all the way

but they were eventually edged

out by 18 runs.

A first-wicket partnership of
g;b:;t:{mcn StiveEPeter: bi::unyd

got the 5 s

off to a uc?]cd start. nE

Peters was eventually run
out by Saeed Anwar for 92, with
England 177 for four, but his
126-ball innings laid the foun-
gg?nn for a challenging total of

Pakistan were always in
with a chance, despite losing
five wickets for 50 runs during a
spell of 13 overs when off-spin-
ner Graeme Swann and Giles
Hayward pinned them back.

The run out of Hasan Raza,
the only Test player in the
tournament, by Swann, was a
further blow to Pakistan.

What swung the game, how-
ever, was a top-drawer bound-
ary catch by Jonathan Powell
which got rid of Waqgas as Pak-
istan looked to be in with a
chance, although they needed
30 off the last four overs.

England's next match will be
a%‘ainst India on Saturday,
while Pakistan face Australia
on Friday.

India play Australia today
in the next super league fixture,

There were no upsets in the
plate league games.

Greg Butchart scored the
only century of the day with 128
for Scotland against Namibia,
with the Scots winning by 156
runs.

A more committed West In-

dies thrashed Denmark by 200
runs and Ireland celebrated
when they beat Papua New
Guinea by six wickets.

SCOREBOARD

KENYA

Gopee ¢ Murtaza b Mushfiq
Mohammad ¢ Fahim b Monjurul
Tiono ¢ Mushfiq b Al- Shahriar
T Odoyo ¢ Murtaza b Fahim

B Karmali ¢ & b Al-Shahriar
Mboya run out

H Modi ¢ Sabbir b Fahim
Kamande st Murtaza

b Al-Shahriar
Nboya b Al-Shahriar

C Otieno not out
Extras: (Ib-3, nb-1, w-9)

Total: (all out in 44.5 overs) 1

BOWLING o
Sajal 7
Manjurul 6
Sabbir Khan 65
Mushfiqur 7
Fahim 10
Al-Shahriar 6

BANGLADESH

Hannan ¢ Odeo b Mboya
Ehsanul ¢ Odeo b Mboya
Mehrab ¢ Otino b Kamande
Al-Shahriar ¢ (wk) b Odoyo
Sabbir ¢ & b Odoyo
Mushfiqur Ibw b Kamande
Fahim not out
Ahsanullah c (keeper) b Odoyo
Sajal not out
Extras: (Ib-7. nb-6, w-8)
Total: { for 7 wkts in 37.2 overs) |
BOWLING: O M R
Odoyo 0 32
Mboya 0 R
Parsan 0 30

0

0

0
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Kamande 5. 19
Otieono 8
Tiono 6 10

Result: Bangladesh won by
3-wkt
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Action from yesterda

akhali DSA at the Hockey Stadium. Dhaka won 10-0.
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y's national championship encounter between Dhaka DSA and Patu-
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ENERGY RELEASING VITAMINS [&

Saints M United's nemesis

SOUTHAMPTON,
England, Jan 20:
Southampton's

Kevin Davies bre-
athed fresh life
into the race for
the Premiership
title by consign-

ing leaders Manchester United
to a shock 1-0 defeat here at the
Dell on Monday, reports AFP.

Davies's exquisite third
minute header proved enough to
send the reigning champions
crashing to just their fourth de-
feat of the season as lowly
Saints made it three home wins
in succession against England's
most formidable team.

The Southampton striker
hobbled off the pitch 15 min-
utes later after twisting an an-
kle, but his one significant

looking free kick from the left
towards the edge of the United
area.

But just as the ball reached
the box, United midfielder
Nicky Butt lost his footing al-
lowing Davies to pounce with a
iglancing header into the bottom
eft of Peter Schmeichel's goal.

The capacity crowd inside in
the Dell erupted in delight be-
fore producing a sustained ren-
dition of "we want seven" in ref-
erence to last season's astonish-
ing 6-3 victory over United.

Such was Southampton’s
domination of the reigning
champions that the visitors
failed to muster a single shot on
goal in the first half, restricti
them to just a handful o
chances.

United, though, turned up
the pressure in the 10 minutes

glaring miss moments later
when Giggs, again the supplier,
crossed from the left only for
the United striker to head wide
from six yards with only Saints
goalkeeper Paul Jones to beat.

United. without calf strain
victim Teddy Sheringham,
started the second half as they
had finished the first with a
siege on the Southampton foal.

David Beckham forced Jones
into action after 58 minutes
with a bending free kick from
25 yards out and almost scored
10 minutes later with another
attempt from an identical posi-
tion.

Beckham beat Jones on this
occasion but his curling effort
crashed off the cross bar.

Cole almost forced an
equaliser on 85 minutes when
his close range stab was bril-

Sport

Bangladesh
thrash PNG

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh recorded their
second successive win in the

Plate e of the second World
Youth Cup with a 161-run
thrashing of Papua New Guinea

at Johannesburg in South
Africa yesterday.

Batting first, Bangladesh
amassed runs before hal.ng
all out in 49.5 overs. Mehra
Hossain scored highest 64 while
Rashedul contributed 50 and

skipper Al- Shahriar chi
o {E 4?)' pped

n reply, Papua New Guinea
were bundled out for a meagre
102 in 40.5 overs.

With this win Bangladesh
EEthened their hopes for a fi-

clash &ﬁalnnt the champi-
ons from other group in the 8-
team

I:nlaly their

last match against Ireland at
Benoni tomorrow.

Bangladesh will
Nat’l hockey

DU, Dhaka DSA

Navy book
qtrs berth

Dhaka University, Dhaka
DSA and Bangladesh Na
moved into quarterfinals of the
20th national championship
winning their respective
gtalé:hca at the National Hockey

adium yesterday, reports
UNB. ¥ P

Dhaka University thrashed
Chittagong DSA 9-0.

The winners led the first
half 3-0.

Tutul Kumar Nag struck
three goals while Ashiquzza-
man, urshid Alam, Shariful
Alam, Mobassher Salam, Zahid
Hossain Raju and Mamun-ur-
Rashid scored one goal each for
the winners.

Earlier, in the day's first
match, Bangladesh Navy got a
walkover against Dinajpur
DSA.

The sailors team will play
the first quarterfinal against
Dhaka University on Thursday
at 12 noon.

In the day's third and last
match, Dhaka DSA handed a
massive 10-0 drubbing to Patu-
akhali DSA.

National forward Moham-
mad Sadek and Shamsuzzaman
both scored hattricks netting
five and three goals respec-
tively. Kamal and Hasan netted
one apiece.

Dhaka DSA will take on
Bangladesh Air Force in the
second quarterfinal, also on
Thursday at 2 pm.

Coca-Cola's
refreshing
ideas

PARIS, Jan 20: In a drive to
strengthen its presence in
France, the Coca-Cola Co. on
Tuesday announced multime-
dia plans for the new 80,000-
seat Stade de France that was
built for this year's World Cup,
reports AP.

The multi-year arrangement
takes effect Jan 28, the stadi-
um'’s official opening day, with
eight Flant ceiling screens, con-
tests lor "dream prizes” at half-
time, and a multimedia Coca-
Cola cafe on top of the giant
stadium.

The announcement comes
100 days before the World Cup
kicks off in 10 French stadiums
and the same day the French
post office launched commemo-
rative, round and embossed
soccer-ball stamps,

“We hope to revolutionise the
environment of a stadium,”
said Daniel Malcorps. the pres-
ident of Coca-Cola France.

While many American sta-
diums have developed enter-
tainment, in France "the sta-

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 1998

.......

Onlookers at the packed Dhaka

ngﬁi

Cup tri-nation cricket tournament which ended on Jan 18.

Did anyone know
the seating capac-
ity of Dhaka Sta-
dium?

Perhaps this has

remained as the
‘most well-guarded
secret in the sporting circles
since the commissioning of the
big bowl in 1955. It was not for
an ordinary spectator to know
about it, but it was expected of
those who run dpopular sports
like football and cricket in this
country. And they are yet to
come up with an}r?gurea.

What about the National
Sports Council then — the so
called owners of the stadium?
Did they have any idea about
the capacity of the stadium?
Had they ever tried to find out?
If so, what were their findings?
Was the sports ministry aware
of it. Did the minister in charge
know about it? The sport-lov-
ing public, who pay through the
nose for every match, have the
right to know the truth. Time
has come for an honest disclo-
sure by the relevant authorities.

[ remember. the former Na-
tional g:gorts Control Board,
now NSC, had started in the
eighties to mark the seats with
numbers on completion of the
second tier on the north-eastern
side of the stadium. They had
come up with a figure of 35,000
(approximately) minus the
space allotted for the VIPs on

e southern side. Acco y.
the Football Federation at that
time released 33000 tickets for
the Abahani-Mohammedan
league matches and the outcome

e . e— s @ —

Tawfiq Aziz Khan

was quite interesting. There
was overflow of spectators in
the first match and under
utilisation in the second. On
both occasions, the BFF
claimed a sell-out. This was
done under tremendous criti-
cism to check the mafia of
ticket black-marketeers. But
subsequently they gave up prac-
tice following pressure from
the ticket touts. This coterie
remained powerful under all
regimes. And I am afraid they
are still strong and active,
Tickets for the Coca-Cola
Independence Cup tournament
were released through a bank
only three days before the start
of the tourney. There were great
rush and all tickets seemed to
have sold out. In fact it was a
sold-out tournament. But till
today did anybody know how
many tickets were put on sale?
How much money the sport-
ing public pay to see the six
matches? We had seen how
many went to watch the first
match. Even the India-Pak-
istan league match did not draw
a tremendous crowd. The first
and third finals did not have
full house. Only the second final
drew a capacity crowd. There
were long queues outside even
after the start of the match and
the touts had a brisk business.
Taking these situations into
account, do we have to under-
stand that people who had gone
into great length to acquire
tickets with their hard-earned
money sat pretty on the tickets
at home and watched televi-
sion? Since there was no season

Stadium during a match in the Coca

i

-Cola Independence
—Star photo

Where had the tickets gone?

ass these tickets were not valid
or the next match. The touts
approached the spectators with
long faces. Business was pretty
dull. The crowd was so thin that
a Tk 150 ticket was offered for
as less as Tk 100,

The tickets for the tourna-
ment was offered through a
bank only for the people of
Dhaka. There was no arrange-
ment for Chittgﬁmnﬁ. Khulna,
Sylhet or Rajshahi. In fact they
were forced to come to Dhaka at
least three days before the start
of the tnum?r for buying tickets
and waiting for 72 hours spend-
ing their valuable time and
money.

In the beginning the BCB
firmly declared their pious in-
tention of not issuing any com-
pliment passes. But it was
reported from many quarters
that hundreds of tickets (not
passes) were issued free of
charge by influential people to
their relatives and guests. There
w:r!: even powerful gatecrash-
ers

Shaheed Mushtagq
sup to be exclusively for
the Ps and journalists. But
many uninvited guests were
also seen enjoying the tourna-
ment along with the selected en-
trants. Not only that some of
them claimed they bought those
non-saleable tickets from touts.

Lapses notwithstanding, and
there were bound to be points
for criticism in such a massive
occasion, the whole show had
brought tremendous prestige for
the country.

But the questions remain to
be answered.

gate was

Euro 2000 draw finalised

Smooth passage for seeds

GHENT, Belgium,
Jan 20:In a draw
lo make post-
World Cup life
tough for Eng-
4 land, France as
well as Yugoslavia and Croatia,
defending champions Germany
escaped with an easy path to the
2000 European Cﬂaampiun-
shiEs. reports AP,
ngland drew Bulgaria,
Poland. Sweden and Luxem-
bourg in their qualifying Group
Five, with only the E;uup win-
ners assured of m g the fi-
nals.
"Sometimes you get a lucky
draw. other times you do not
and this one has gone against

us,” said England coach Glenn_

Hoddle.

Yugoslavia and Croatia were
drawn in the same Group Eight
that also included Macedonia,

Gnl{ Belgium and the
Netherlands were able to sit
back and enjoy the nerve-
racking draw — as co-hosts
quali% automatically for the
ninth European Championship
finals.

Reigning champions Ger-
many did not have that luxury.
They were seeded first but was
Hnl ven direct entry into the

nals.

Group 1: Italy, Denmark,
Switzerland, Wales, Belarus.

Group 2: Norway. Greece,
Georgia, Latvia, Slovenia, Al-

bania.
3: Germany, Turkey,
Finland, Northern Ireland,
Moldova.
Group 4: Russia. France,
Ukraine, Iceland., Armenia,
Andorra.

won the World Cup," said Fin-
land's coach Richard Moller
Nielsen. Qualifying starts in
September, less than two
months after the July 12 World
Cup final.

Another tough qualifying
Frnup is Group One, featurin
taly., Denmark, Switzerlan

Wales. "You can lose a t
against anybody, especially in
away games,” said Italian coach
Cesare Maldini.

Group Seven is evenly
matched with Romania, Portu-
gal, Slovakia and Hungary.

The draw, hosted by soccer
ﬁrcats Johan Cruyﬂ'yuf the

etherlands and Belgium's
Paul van Himst, featured 49
teams ranging from giants like

Germany and Italy to minn
Andotra ari Mo o

Seeded for the draw were

istan will be represented by the | contribution to the game proved before the break and should Jiantly saved by J . another former republic of Yu- Group 5: England, Bulgaria, G€rmany, Spain, Romania,
national champions Frontier | decisive and coul ultimately have equalised when Giggs wfth the mgtcﬁrﬁ:adlng into dium is thought Pf as a cold, goslavia. Sweden Fpgland_ Luxmnhuég ,ﬂ Russia, Englgnd. Yugnulavi:.
Eleven. have a major say in the destiny  caused havoc in the Southamp- injury time, Jones then pro- millsculinc place,” said Coca- Yugoslavia fought a six- Group 6: S . Austria, [s-  Scotland, Italy and Norway.
The BHF executive commit- | of the title, ton defence only for Andy Cole  diuced another astonis S E{" a spokesman Willlam Louis- | month war with Croatia in rael, Cyprus, Marino. Each winner of the nine
tee will sit on January 26 to dis- United, who were thrashed to squander a clear chance by o deny Paul Scholes as arie. 1991 after eb declared in- Group 7: Romania, Portugal, qualifying groups and the best
cuss the financial position and | 6-3 last season and 3-1 the year  firing wide of the mark. Southampton hung on for an- Coca-Cola has developed an dependence from the former Slovakia, Hungary. Liechten- funner-up qualify automati-
other preparatory issues. before, were hoping to slam the Cole was guilty of another  other famous victory. egttrtalnment program (o | Yugoslav Federation. It will be  giein Azerbaifan. cally, with the t other run-
b . door on their title rivals with S, Ema;lﬁ;tth pcr;:tpt:?mf;aﬂf the first time the two meet. Group 8: avia, Croa- Ders-up forced into a playoff.
victory over the relegation- K1 80 e Yugoslav coach Slobodan d The co-hosts make up the
SmCt SecCuri Mrariod .a festive place, for a family-ori- | Santrac also played d ta, lretand, Maccdonia, Malia. g -
f ' Bt Salnts were fired up for | (R ented, joyful public.” Hngcr?!fg ﬁﬁn?u:ﬁr- "Our PEI}'}: ublic Et?x?fgﬁ? ' Cﬁnﬁ: ° l'%‘f finals will be played
or che 98 ;he occasion and never let Alex Eh;#:mﬁltﬁiﬂ 3;::;211 dTnlal ﬁ;’ ““l’ t‘"'; er in Real Madrid, Elcrzcgéﬂna. Faroe Islands, Es- {rom June 10 to July 2 at lfﬂﬂﬂ
PARIS, Jan 20: France will 5fr’iﬁgs";'i‘lgsfr‘l‘giﬁg},*‘g‘;l‘;‘ﬁg’ ....... and other entertainment at the | jeag ﬁta'r?c';r are friendg s " _tonia. Netheriande i e
5 : . . S. DBrussels' Ki
ﬂgglc;y;l gb;ﬁe?é?u]?ui?;%h 51:;;‘ ; hrowing themselves into tack- gf;ﬁl_lglﬂ?j;ull;lg:t ]tlhgflilﬁl:l.:g: Ef rance, who have com- But Germany got a relatively Badouin Stadium will host tIl:e
diers Ts Eniine seolAt Liid es with a ferocity that clearly tol - P plained bitterly about not being  easy draw, in the same group as  opening match with Amster-
e oy A rattled their illustrious oppo- T . sceded at Sunday's draw, now  Turkey, Finland, Northern Ire- dam and Rotterdam still both
the World G thie intérios nents. i .. hu 8- lﬂl'lﬂ ﬁl;liéltd to gi'ﬂi!; face Russia and a reuu:;gent land and Moldova. bidding to stage the final.
minister said Tuesday, reports Defeat for United means that i udg:t or exact duration o Ukraine in their qualifying Fans in Germany must be The final venue has so far
AP. | ghiatt EIDUE‘ e E?Enkgn Eightt TJE:&I is not exclusive and Grqi;‘p E:tu{hru h, we will h mrt{ sau;.:.ﬂﬁd ::rec alilﬂe oroin” tom mc of the wily son:
T P i d oint lead over Blackburn a 0o ugh, we ave extreme nteresting group,” tentious issue for organizers
phenomenon. Thiegarecr[;i- 11].]; top remains just five, with };1:5 :rdi:liing ﬁtgaﬂﬁ?aﬂl to be tough, anchur a very long  said coach Berti Vogts. who say that their cross-border
nomena which are difficult to |*°7 g2 ¥ cHuaining. other vouth, techriol yy | time. said French coach Aime "By the time the group starts, ~cooperation has been problem-
control, and excesses are possi- outhampton took a shock s bt [E‘.V and | Jacquet. Germany already could have free.
ble." Interior Minister Jean- ]Ef:d E}ﬂﬂ juEt élhreg minutes IaF:'uarr:n Tmcngnupu R
: whnen lormer England star Matt : ~ LT ~ . -
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Bﬂﬂﬂﬂi ooligans, and terrorist | day, signing a contract through ation (WTA) bruin 54 Turkish Bothnia 23 Wealthy
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Police already are exchang- rie A club said, reports AP. Florida on Monday: ponent mander ton athiete 27 Spider's
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