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and Coretta Scott King, widow of slain civil rights leader
Martin Luther King, Jr, right, pay tribute to Dr Martin
Luther King, Jr, at his crypt at the King Centre in At-
lanta Monday. Others are unidentified. — AP/UNB photo
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| KSA denounces killing in Algeria:

Saudi Arabia has denounced a recent wave of massacres that
killed more than 1.100 people in Algeria and offered help in
trying to end six years of bloodshed in the north African
country, Reuter reports from Dubai.

The official Saudi News Agency SPA said the Saudi cabinet,
chaired by King Fahd, met on Monday night in Makkah where
the monarch spends the last 19 days of the holy month of Ra-
madan every year.
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Religious dispute claims 2 in India: tw.
Beop!e ied of knifeé wounds Monday [ollowing a dispute

etween members of two Muslim sects in Western India, police
said, AP reports from Bombay.

The trouble b-eFan Sunday when members of the Barelvi sect
distributed pamphlets that challenged the Deobandi sect, con-
sidered the more orthodox of the two. Police said the two groups
}_hen argued over the start of Ramadan, the Muslim month of
asting.
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Crimes in Rwandan Army on rise:
Rwanda's army has sentenced at least hall a dozen soldiers to
death for murder and has Euhlicl}r executed one in a bid to re-
store confidence and crumbling discipline, the chief army pros-
ecutor said Monday, AP reports from Kigali.

Lt Col Andrew Rwagamba told The Associated Press that
discipline was degenerating because soldiers were constantly on
the move pursuing rebels who have stepped up attacks. On Mon-
day. rebels ambushed a bus carrying brewery workers in north-
western Rwanda, killing at least 34.

1 killed at KingDagr Earade m US: cun-
shots fired Monday during a holiday march honouring slain

civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. killed one man and
I wounded three young children, one of them critically, AP re-
ports from Baton Rouge.

Police searched for at least one shooter, who was believed to
be black, said Cpl. Don Kelly, a police spokesman. The motive
was beli¢ved to be personal, not racial or political, he said. All
the victims were black and the shooting may have been a result
of a ﬁgt among the marchers, he said. Kelly described the af-
termath of the shooting as "mass pagdemonium.” In the debris
{Eﬂ 't?r' fleeing marchers was a picture of King, splattered with

YeltSin returns to Kremlin: After more

than five weeks of seclusion, president Boris Yeltsin made a
forceful return to the Kremlin on Monday that was clearly de-
signed to show his government and the rest of the world that
he's still in charge, reports from Moscow,

CunducunF a marathon of meetings, Yeltsin upbraided his
top deputies for failing to keep their promises and demanded
better performances in the coming months. "A lot of work has
piled up. Plenty of questions and problems have been created,” a
stern Yeltsin told Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and
his two top deputies. "We have your work cut out for you this
year.

7 Pak joumaliStS held: In an early morning

raid on Tuesday police arrested seven Pakistani journalists and
. charged them with inciting anti-Shiite sentiments, officials
said, AP reports from Lahore.

By midday, the Lahore High Court had granted bail 1o the
seven employees of the Daily Pakistan, a regional Urdu-lan-
guage newspaper. The offending article published last Jan. 13
apparently said that Hasrat Ali, the son-in-law of Islam's
prophet, Mohammed, and the man Shiites believe was the
i‘ightful heir to the prophet, was a drinker a serious crime in Is-
ar.

Gunmell ﬁll one in La.hOIE: Gunmen

broke into the home of a Punjab lawmaker on Tuesday killing
his father and critically wounding his sister, the authorities
said, AP reports from Lahore,

The assailants, who wore masks, broke into the house of
Mian Abdul Hameed, a member of the Punjab provincial legis-
lature in Narowal, about 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of the
E;‘U}dncial capital of Lahore. No one took responsibility for the

illing. but police suspect rival politicians. The attack was be-
ing investigated, the authorities said, but so far no arrests have
been made.

Sllharto to run for 7’('11 term: mdonesian

President Suharto formally accepted the presidential
nomination of the ruling Golkar Party for a new five-year term
yesterday. the party chairman said, AFP reports from Jakarta.
‘Suharto accepts the responsibility and is willing to become
nominated as president," party Chairman Harmoko said after a

meeting with the 76-year-old leader who has rejected growi
calls for him to retire. J P

2nd opinion poll
BJP won't get majority
In upcoming polls

NEW DLEHI. Jan 20: A sec-
ond pre-election opinion poll in
India in as many days has pre-
dicted right-wing Hindu na-

four decades after indepen-
dence. was likely two win up to
150 seats with its allies,

Dexter Scott King, left Vice President Al Gore, centre, |

tionalists and their allies will
win upcoming polls but fail to
reach a majority, newspapers
reported in New Dehli Tuesday,
reports AFP,

The nation-wide survey by
the Centre for Media Studies
(CMS) showed there would be a
vote-swing of 9.3 per cent in
favour of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP, Indian People's
Party) in the February-March
polls. _

The survey, according to *he
Asian Age and other newspa-

rs, means the BJP and its al-
ies would claim between 235-
245 seats in the 545-m.omber
parliament.

The BJP, which champions a
philosophy of "one nation, one
geople. one culture,” is regarded

y its rivals as sectarian, it
stands accused of discriminat-
Ing against the country's 120
million Muslims.

The survey said the
Congress, India’s second largest
party behind the BJP and which
ruled the country for the first

The outgoing lnited Front
coalition, a loose alliance of
more than a dozen centre and
left-wing parties formed to fill a

wer vacuum in 1996, could
ose 60-70 seats from its present

tally of around 180,

An opinion poll two days ago
redicted 238 seats for the BJP
loc in a hung parliament, with

the Congress coming second.

The age said the CMS survey
of 8,400 voters — out of India's
total of about 600 million — was
conducted early in January
across 60 of the country's 545
parliamentary constituencies,

India has witnessed split
verdicts and minority govern-
ments since 1989 polls produced
the country's first coalition
government following the end
of the Congress’ dominance.

The previous polls in 1996,
In which the Congress suffered
its worst electoral defeat, led to
a short-lived BJP government
in New Delhi for the first time.
It quit after 13 days after failing
to win parliamentary majority.

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 20: A
six-month deadline set by Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein for the

lifting of UN sanctions against
Iraq is "unacceptable,” US Am-
bassador Bill Richardson said
Monday, reports AFP.

"That's unacceptable,”
Richardson told reporters here,
referring to Saddam's threat to
:x;ivel weapons Iinspectors
unless sanctions are lifted in
six months' time.

"The Security Council has
rejected it. It must be that he
feels desperate,” Richardson
added.

Richardson made the state-
ment as UN Special Commis-
sion Chief Richard Butler held
talks with Iraqi Deputy Prime
Minister Tareq Aziz, aimed at
securing full access for the in-
slpetiﬂrs verifying the disman-
tling of Iraqi weapons of mass
destruction.

"The most important devel-
opment will be the result of
Butler's trip. whether the UN
inspectors get full, uncondi-
tional access, Richardson said.

Butler said Monday that he

would seek clarification from
Aziz on the six-month deadline
mentioned by Saddam.

.He notably wanted to know
whether "the clock starts tick-
ing” from Saddam's speech on
Saturday or started on Novein-
ber 20, as had initially been
proposed by the Iraqi Parlia-
ment.

In any case, sald Butler, set-
ting a time limit was "a degree
of arbitrariness that makes no
practical sense.”

AP says, arriving amid a new
crisis, chief UN weapons inspec-
tor Richard Butler rejected on
Monday an Iraqi deadline for
arms inspectors to finish their
work and again accused Bagh-
dad of concealing banned
weapons material.

utler also said that no sites
in Iraq, including President
Saddam Hussein's palaces,
should remain off limits to his
teams.

Noting that the inspectors
work "could be done quite
quickly with full Iraqgi coopera-
tion," Butler refused to be held

International

Saddam's 6-month deadline to
lift UN ban unacceptable : US

- gramme in this country,

to a deadline.

Iraql President Saddam Hus-
sein said Saturday that he
would suspend cooperation
with the inspectors if they did
not finish their work by May 20.

On Monday, Butler echoed
the accusations of UN arms in-
spectors who say Iraq is con-
cealing crucial documents and
misleading the Iinspectors.
“There is a concealment pro-
he
said.

The United Nations has re-
peatedly demanded that Iraq
cooperate with its inspectors
working to dismantle Iragi pro-
grammes to build long-range
missiles and chemical and bio-
logical weapons. The United
States has not ruled out the use
of military force.

The inspectors must com-
plete their job before the UN Se-
curity Council will consider
lifting the crushing economic
sanctions it imposed after
Baghdad's 1990 invasion of
Kuwait.

Iraq has said re
it has destroye

atedly that
all of its

weapons of mass destruction
and is concealing nothing.

In November, Iraq threw
Americans on the UN teams out
of the country, accusing them
of spying. The US beefed up its
military forces in the area and
Ira eed to let the inspectors
back in under a Russian-bro-
kered deal.

Butler's visit came a day af-

ter Iraqi officials, fearful that

their confrontation with Butler's
ins

volunteer for weapons training.

Also Monday, about 5,000
Iragis demonstrated in front of
the inspectors’ Baghdad head-
quarters, many chanting "But-
ler is an American agent” and
"With our blood and souls we
will defend you. Saddam.” The
demonstrators, led by govern-
ment-sponsored trade unions,
also burned American flags.

And Iraqi authorities organ-
ised a funeral procession In
central Baghdad for 73 children
they said died Monday from a
lack of medical supplies.

ctors could lead to a US
military strike, urged Iragis to
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Govt to make Bofors Scam
documents public: Gujral

NEW DELHI, Jan 20: Indian
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral Monday said the "ulti-
mate beneficiary” of an arms
bribery scandal which brought
down former premier Rajiv
Gandhi would be known soon,
the Press Trust of India said,
reporis AFP.

The news agency quoted Gu-
jral as telling an election rally
in the southern city of Hyder-
abad that the government
would make public documents
relating to the alleged 50-mil-
lionn-dollar kickback deal,

India will go to the polls in
February and March to elect a
new government, Gujral's
United Front minority coali-
tion fell in November after
Gandhi's Congress Party with-
drew its key support over his
1991 murder.

"We have the names of those
who received the kickbacks and
will get the name of the ulti-
mate beneficiary in a few days,”
Gujral said while inaugurating
an election rally of the ruling
coalition.

Gu{rai's commenis came
four days after Gandhi's Ital-
ian-born widow Sonia dared

| the government to prove her

husband's alleged involvement
in the arms scandal that top-
pled his Congress government.
Sonia Gandhi said her hus-
band, who was prime minister
when the scandal broke out in
1987, had been wrongly impli-
cated in the payoff deal with
Swedish company Bofors.

"My husband has been a vic-
tim of malicious slander in the
Bofors case,” she said in her
second major meeting since she
glun ed into active politics last

unday with a speech near the
site of her husband's 1991 as-
sassination.

On Saturday, Gujral had said
in a television interview that
the government did not have
the names of people who re-
ceived bribes in the 1.3-billion-
dollar gun deal.

He said people who were
"suspected of having a hand in
it have very long arms.” adding
that they were "trying to see
that full information does not
come in."

He added: "The only thing we
are waiting for is data to come
in because that will pinpoint
where the money ultimately”
went.

*li\Iew Bosnian Serb PM moves
to consolidate his power

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Jan 20: The newly
elected Bosnjan Serb premier
moved quickly Monday to con-
solidate his power, ordering the
government moved to this
northern stronghold and block-
ing the former leaders' funds,
reports AP.

Premier Milorad Dodik con-
vened his new Cabinet in Banja
Luka, the stronghold of West-
ern-backed President Biljana
Plavsic, just one day after his
election by a bare ma{nﬁl}r of
the Bosnian Serbs legislature.

The Cabinet announced Par-
liament would meet in Banja
Luka Saturday for the new gov-
ernment's swearing-in and the
town would replace indicted
war crimes suspect Radovan
Karadzic's stronghold, Pale, as
the territory's administrative
capital.

It also decreed that all bank
accounts of the former govern-
ment and its ministries be
frozen.

Aleksa Buha, who heads the
pro-Karadzic faction in the
Bosnian Serb Parliament,
vowed his deputies would "not
recognise any decisions” made
hr Dodik, calling the 39-year-
old businessman’s election a
“coup.”

Dodik was elected after
Karadzic deputies walked out of

Parliament, which is nearly
evenly split between them and
their anti-Karadzic rivals.

In Washington, the US State
Department welcomed Dodik's
election.

"We expect that Prime Minis-
ter Dodik's new government
will work actively to ... address
the serious problems facing the
people of the Serb Republic as a
result of the failed policies of
the previous government.”
spokesman James P, Rubin
said.

“We strongly support his call
for an end to the corrupt and
greedy practices of the Pale
clique that have isolated the
Serb Republic and impover-
ished its ple, while enrich-
ing its leaders.”

Support came from closer
guarters as well. Serbian Prime
Minister Mirko Marjanovic, a
grux}r for Yugoslav President

lobodan Milosevic, congratu-
lated the new premier Monday
on his election.

The Serb-controlled half of
Bosnia has been divided by a
bitter power struggle since last
summer. Police and all other
state institutions have split
into factions loyal to Plavsic
and Karadzic, who stepped
down after two indictments by
the UN war crimes tribunal.
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[raqi women wail as a convoy carrying coffins of Iraqi children, who allegedly died as a re-
sult of sanctions passes thorough the streets of Baghdad Monday. The United Nations'
chief weapons inspector Richard Butler arrived in Baghdad Monday, on a mission to per-
suade the Iraqi authorities to allow arms inspections to continue. Baby's picture on front

of coffin.

— AP/UNB photo

_US'%vas aware of DPRK's
submarine infiltration

SEOUL, Jan 20: US intelli-
gence officials were tracking
two North Korean submarines
for at least three days before
one of them ran aground off
South Korea in 1996, a South
Korean magazine reported
Tuesday, reports AP,

Wolgan Chosun, a major
monthly magarine, said it ob-
tained the information from
Robert C Kim, 57, a former US
Navy computer specialist serv-
ing a nine-year sentence in
Pennsylvania on espionage
charges.

Kim, a US citizen since 1974,
was arrested in 1996 on charges
of spying for his native South
Korea. He admitted in court that
he had passed classified docu-
ments to a military attache at
the South Korean Embassy in
Washington.

In two interviews with the
magazine late last year, Kim
said he was arrested three days
after he had handed over data
concerning the North Korean
submarines to the South Korean
attache, Col. Paek Dong-il.

On Sept. 18, 1996. a North
Korean submarine was found
stranded metres (yards) off
South Korea's east coast. That
touched off a massive manhunt
for the 26 occupants of the sub-
marine who came ashore,

Twenty-four communist in-
truders were killed. One was
captured but another was be-
lieved to have made fled back to

the North. Thirteen South Ko-
reans were also killed during
the 53-day manhunt, some by
friendly fire.

The infiltration sent rela-
tions between North and South
Korea plunging to their lowest
level in years. The US govern-
ment froze all dealings with
North Korea until Pyongyang
issued an apology two months
later.

The azine quoted Kim as
saying that when the crippled
North Korean submarine was
discovered, the South Korean
military attache asked him for
US intelligence data.

Kim told the magazine he
checked the Navy's computer
data and found that US intelli-
ﬁEI]E‘E was tracking two North

orean submarines operating
in South Korean waters for at
least three days, apparently
without informing South Ko-
rea, a close ally.

The magazine quoted Kim as
saying that almost simultane-
ously, the US intelligence was
tracing another North Korean
submarine operating off South
Korea's south coast.

The magazine did not say
how the submarines were
tracked, or by which US agency.

According to the magazine,
Kim delivered the information

to the attache Eg hone, but it
was not includ n transcripts

of their conversations released
by US prosecutors during trial.

Palestinians urged to cancel call for Israel’s destruction”

Netanyahu's talks with Clinton
will be last chance for peace

JERUSALEM, Jan 20: Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's talks with President
Bill Clinton in Washington
Tuesday will be "the last chance
for the government to advance
the peace” process. 115 Israeli
reserve olficers, including
eleven generals, warned, re-
ports AFP.

"We call on the prime minis-
ter to continue on the path of
[Jeace outlined by Yitzhak Rabin
the prime minister assas-
sinated in November 1995) and
to carry out the Israeli arm
withdrawal from the West Ban
SHFulaled in the accords,” the
oflicers said in an open letter to
Netanyahu on Monday.

Signatories included Gen-
eral Tzur, chief of staff from
1961 to 1964, and the former Is-
raeli police chief, Yossef Nah-
mias.

The text of the letter is iden-
tical to one 350 officers sent to
then prime minister Menachem
Begin denouncing Jewish set-
tlement in the occupied territo-
ries in 1978.

The 1978 letter led to the
creation of the Israeli anti-set-
tlement movement Peace Now.

Both letters warned against
the ‘choice of a greater Israel

| policy seeking the annexation

of the occupied territories and
warned that any policy aimed
at "Keeping control over the
Palestinian people can only put
the democratic character of our
country into question.”

According to Peace Now, the
total budget allocation for Jew-
ish settlements in the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip and an-
nexed East Jerusalem is around
350 million dollars, an in-
crease of 20 million on last
year.

AP adds: Arriving in the
United States for what could be
a difficult meeting with Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
called on the Palestinians to
cancel their call for Israel's de-
struction. '

Netanyahu received a warm
reception from evangelical
Christians upon his arrival
Monday evening. His meeting at
the White House on Tuesday
may not go as smoothly.

y all accounts, Netanyahu
is bringing to Clinton a pro-
sal lor a modestl pullback
rom the West Bank that likely
falls short of the administra-
tion's expectations and is far
less than Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat envisions.
Clinton said he had "high

hopes" of reviving the Mideast
peace process in separate meet-
ings this week with the Israeli
and Palestinian leaders. He as-
sured Israel of his support and
said the Palestinians also must
make concessions to revive
Mideast peacemaking.

Netanyahu, his voice hoarse,
told a wildly enthusiastic
Christian group Monday that
"there is no peace with weak-
ness.”

The Rev. Jerry Falwell, a top
US evangelical leader, keynoted
the reception in a crowded hotel
ballroom by declaring: "Israel
loves America, and that's why |
support Israel. | love democ-
racy. and Israel is the only true
democracy in the Middle East.”

Falwell, who also met sepa-
rately with Netanyahu, said: "I
accept the convenant of Abra-
ham and I believe God blesses
those who bless Israel.”

E. Brandt Gustavson, presi-
dent of the National Religious
Broadcasters, assured Ne-
tanyahu Lhat Christians "stand
with the prime minister for an
undivided Jerusalem.”

Netanyahu assured the audi-
ence that he intends to preserve
what has been achieved in
Arab-lsraeli peacemaking.

ALGIERS, Jan 20: At least 33
people killed Monday in Alge-
ria in attacks blamed on sus-
pected Islamic extremists,
newspapers reported today,
says AFP.

The victims included a group
of five adolescents whose
throats were slit and bodies mu-
tilated, the paper Liberte said.

The news came as a visiting
European Union delegation
prepared for talks with gov-
ernment officials on how the
EU can help stop a wave of mas-
sacres in this North African
country,

Their mission was prompted
by European concern over the
massacres which, according to
news reports. has left more
than 1, people dead since the
start of the Islamic holy month
of Rammadan on December 30.

US behaving with

world like a

master: Khatami

TEHRAN, Jan 20: Iranian
President Mohammed Khatami
criticised the United States on
Monday. saying Iranians do
‘'not need the United States to
come close to us,"” reports AP.

"Today, the politicians of the
United States are behaving with
the world like a master.” he
said. "By no means will we be
subjected to the pressure of any

 masler.”

Khatami's remiarks contrast
to his overture to the American
Eeop]c earlier this month, when

e called for "dialogue and un-
derstanding.”

That overture, unprece-
dented for an Iranian leader
since the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, has highlighted divisions
between moderate and hard-
line factions within the gov-
ermnimment.

Sinn Fein won’t
withdraw from
talks under any
circumstances

LONDON, Jan 20: With three
more deaths in two days strain-
ing the peace process in North-
ern Ireland, the IRA-allied Sinn
Fein party said Monday it will
stay in the talks despite its un-
happiness with the settlement
pmﬁosed by the British and
Irish governments, reports AP.

"Sinn Fein isn't going to
withdraw from the talks under
any circumstances,” Martin
McGuinness, the party's chief
negotiator, said after a delega-
tion led by party President
Gerry Adams met with Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

The meeting came hours af-
ter a Protestant shopkeeper was
murdered by an Irish Republi-
can Army splinter group in
Northern Ireland, and a day af-
ter a pro-British group from the
Protestant side murdered a

| Catholic man.

China's decision to help improve
security in Gulf, says Cohen

BEIJING, Jan 20: China's
pledges to halt sales of anti-
ship cruise missiles to Iran will
hell:- improve security in the
Gulf, although the Iranian
threat remains, Defence Secre-
tary Willlam Cohen said Tues-
day, reports AP,

Cohen cited the reassur-
ances by Defence Minister Chi
Haotlan on China's missile
sales to Iran as one of several
signs of concrete progress in
improving relations.

"I am satisfiled that there
will not be any continuation of
sales that would contribute to
the insecurity to our troops in
the region,” Cohen said during
a press conference winding up
his three-day visit.

President Jiang Zemin,
likewise, told Cohen his visit
had helped move relations a
step forward, state-run televi-
sion reported. After meeting
Jiang, Cohen left for Tokyo —
the sixth stop of his seven-na-
tion Asian tour.

Cohen came to Beijing

l seeking an ironclad assurance

Missile sales to Iran halted

on the missile issue. He did not
say — and his aides refused to
explain — whether Chi had
Eﬂnt beyond Jiang's remark to

resident Clinton in October
that China had "no intention" of
selling more C-801 and C-802
cruise missiles to Iran.

Washington believes Iran
could use the missiles to dis-
rupt oil commerce in the Per-
sian Gulf.

Despite the assurances and
recent and apparently concilia-
tory remarks by Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammed Khatami, Co-
hen said Iran will have to do
more to convince the United
States that it no longer is a
threat to regional security.

"t\;ve have u:i:_en no mrl[fi:nce of
a change in lorei icy on
the partguf Iran. Inm ve
seen a contradiction of the
president's statement by the
clerical leadership of Iran,"” he
said in response to a question.

China has long been a cru-
cial weapons supplier to Iran
and is suspected of aiding Ira-
nian missile and nuclear

weapons programmes, allega-
tions Beijing has denied.

Cohen made a point of
warning China that as a net oil
importer it too could suffer if
Iran used Chinese weapon
technology to disrupt Gulf
shipping. Relations with
Washington also would be set
back, he said in a speech Mon-
day to officers at the academy of
Military Science, an elite train-
ing school of the People's Liber-
ation Army.

While in Beljing. Cohen and
several of his top aides were in-
vited to tour a regional aid de-
fence command centre, which
protects a 320-kilometre (200-
‘mile) radius around Beijing
from air threats.

It was the first time West-
erners had been allowed inside
the secret facility, located in
southeastern Beijing. The
command center monitors air
activity with radar and also
controls surface-to-air missile
designed to shoot down hostile
planes or missiles, emplcgdng a
mixture of technology dating

from the late 1950s to the
19808, aides to Cohen said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Cohen said he had proposed
that military exchanges be ex-
panded to include cooperation
on reducing nuclear weapons
arsenals and improving their
safety.

In another step aimed at
fostering more open exchanges,
Cohen and Chi, the defence
minister, signed a military
maritime cooperation agree-
ment Monday designed to avoid
naval incidents in the Pacific.

The first formal agreement
between the United States and
the People's Liberation Army, it
commits air and naval forces to
hold regular consultations.

Cohen described his visit as
a "positive prelude” to President
Bill Clinton's planned visit to
China later this year. But he
cautioned that the gradual de-
velopment of mutual trust and
confidence should not be
rushed lest it result in unreal-
istic expectations.
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" A model sports a white lace ensemble designed by Britain's 3

John Galliano for Dior as part of the 1998 Spring-Summer
haute couture collections presented in Paris Monday.

— AP/UNB photo




