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Japan praises
3-nation Business
Summit

The Government of Japan
has highly praised the Business
Summit meeting of Bangladesh,
India and Pakistan held on
January 15 under the initiative
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, reports BSS5.

In a press release issued by
the Japanese foreign ministry,
the Japanese government re-

arded the business summit as

emonstiration of the three
countries’ strong will to work at
regional cooperation and trade
liberalisation within Soutlh
Asia.

"The Japanese government
also expects that an attempt
like this summit will con-
tribute further to promote re-
gional cooperation,” said the
press release made available in
the city yesterday.

The Japanese government
also referred to the meeting of
the prime ministers of both
Pakistan and India during the
business summit and said this
had indicated two countries’
strong intention to continue the
series of bilateral talks which
resumed in March last year.

The government of Japan
appreciates this and hopes that
further progress will be made in
bilateral talks in future.

Health policy at
final stage

A health policy suited to
time and n is now at the fi-
nal stage for approval of the
government, reports UNB.

This was disclosed at a meet-
ing of the Estimate Committee
of the Parliament yesterday
held at Sangsad Bhaban with
its president Dr Mizanul Haq in
the chair,

Health and Family Welfare
Secretary Mohamimad Ali in-
formed the committee that
Food and Nutrition policy has
already been approved by the
Cabinet.

The meeting discussed the
overall activities and respon-
sibilities of wvarious depart-
ments, directorates and organi-
sations under the Health and
Family Welfare Ministry.

The meeting was also in-
formed about the progress of
different development projects
under the ministry.

Committiee members A S M
Firoz, Prof Mohammad Abdul
Kuddus, Dr T I M Fazle Rabbi
Chowdhury, Sultan Moham-
mad Monsur Ahmed and Ak-
teruzzaman attended the meét-

ing.
Survey of khas
land 1n two
hill dists soon

State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharraf yesterday
told the Jatiya Sangsad that
survey would be conducted in
Khagrachhari and Bandarban
districts soon to assess khas
lands, reports BSS.

The state minister was re-
sponding to a supplementary
from Awami League member
Bir Bahadur [Bandarban) who
wanted to know the reason as to
why Khagrachhari and Ban-
darban districts were shown
blank in the district-wise list of
khas lands tabled in the House.

The state minister said prior
to the signing of the peace treaty
there was no congenial atmo-
sphere in those two hill dis-
tricts 1o conduct surveys of
khas lands.

Fish products
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tional bank credits to refurbish
" their factories to comply with
the EU regulations, Mostafa
said. |

He said the industry, em-
ploying about one crore people
directly or indirectly, fs surviv-
ing on exports to US, Japan and
non-EU countries.

Mostafa and some others in
the industry said despite com-
mendable steps like extendin
credits up to Tk 40 lakh to moc&
ernise {arms, there has not been
much effort to lobby in the EU
to lift the ban.

The government revamped a
1989 law last year to meet the
EU regulations but raised the
annual charges on different
counts by 100 percent that made
the exports costlier and less
competitive, they added.

Mostafa said that the
shrimp processors, beleaguered
by the EU ban, affecting 42 per
cent of the e:xfports are counting
the costs of blocked exports
with freezing cost and load
shedding.

He said the shrimp industry
needs a shot in the arm. He de-
manded of government that the
ﬁ:?ernment increase the num-

r of factories quali‘t:'lvln for
meeting the EU standard. At
least 25 more factories have
qualified, spending upto Taka
twWo crore,

The policy must be reviewed
urgently to help the industry.
Mostafa observed add that a
decision on setting up of a Shri-
mp Development Board remai-
E_Ed in the chillers since 1994,
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35 injured in
post-polls clash
in Tarash

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 19; At least
35 people were injured in a post-
election clash between two rival
groups of supporters at MaﬁJra-

inod Union in Tarash thana
today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash
took place when the supporters
of newly elected chairman of
the union attacked the support-
ers of the defeated candidate in
the morning.

Seven of the injured
Khalil, 45, Alal, 32, Rajab., 30,
Jalal, 35, Gulbahar, 45, Siraj,
32, and Alauddin, 36, — were
admitted to Sadar Hospital in

critical condition. Two cases
were filed.

—

One beaten to
death in N’gan;

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 19;
One persen was killed when he
was attacked by an unidentified
gang at Rupshi Bazar under
Rupianj thana today.

The dead was identified as
Fazlul Haque, 40. He was
severely beaten up when he was
setting up his make-shift shop
al the bazar, police said. Hague
was sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
around 4 am today.

A case was filed with Rup-
ganj thana by the victiin's fa-
ther in this connection.

Bus dacoity on
Dhaka-Kapasia
road

GAZIPUR, Jan 19: Gunmen
in the guise of passengers
boarded a minibus and looted
the valuables of the passengers
in broad day light on Dhaka-
Kapasia road in Sadar thana
today, reports UNB.

Police said the robbers
swooped on the passengers
when the Dhaka-bound mini-
bus from Kapasia was passing
hg Rajendrapur crossing at
about 10 am, leaving at least 10
pen’{g]e injured.

he dacoits made off with
the hooty at Porabari near the
National Park. A case was filed
with the local police.

Plan to drill
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ronment or under any valid
contract, official sources said.

The production sharin
contract (PSC) with Occident
for blocks 13 and 14 was sup-
posed to be terminated natu-
rally on January 11 as per con-
tractual terms for its failure to
fulfil the work commitment
during the three-year initial
exploration period.

The government has not yet
announced the termination of
the PSC but it is now seeking le-
gal advice from two lawyers re-
garding Lhe fate of the PSC.

The company has notified
the government about its plan
to go ahead with the drilling
work in Jalalabad although the
PSC is yel to be extended.

As per the terms of the PSC,
Occidental sought clearance
from the Directorate of Envi-
ronment (DOE). But the DOE did
not clear the US company's
glan since its contract in these
locks have not been extended.

Quoting Section 4, para-
%raiph 2 ol the Petroleum Act,

974, a source said no one can
conduct any such exploratory
aclivity in Bangladesh without
prior consent from the govern-
ment. "Therefore, what Occi-
dental is ﬂjﬂaﬂnin to do is to-
tally illegal,” he added.
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‘Z1a was architect of
modern Bangladesh’

Speakers at a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
described late President Ziaur
Rahman as an architect of
modern Bangladesh who, they
said, introduced a new dimen-
sion in politics, reports UNB.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum eda Zia attended the
discussion organised at her 29
Minto Road official residence,
marking the 62nd birthday of
Ziaur Rahman, founder of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP].

The speakers recalled the

lorious activities of Ziaur
man and termed him a suc-

Clash in BB
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his office room. =

The motive behind the at-
tack could not be known imime-
diately. Insiders alleged that
supporters of a faction of the
Bank employees, defeated in the
last CBA election, made the at-
tack saying that the GM did ‘in-
Jjustice’ in some administrative
matters. However, they did not
specify the injustice.,

The agitated employees de-
manded immediate removal of
the GM from his post. They
shouted and used abusive words
after Shamsuddin took shelter
inside the Governor's room. ‘

The CBA leaders rushed to
the spot on hearing the inci-
dent. At that time, the attackers
had an altercation with their
rivals who were reportedly sup-
porters of the CBA.

At one stage, they chased
each other and were locked in a
scuffle. They exchanged brick-
bats in which some employees
were injured. However, the
clash was stopped by Motijheel
police who rushed to the spot.

An assistant manager of the
Bank filed a case with Moti-
jheel thana in connection with
the incident. None was, how-
ever, arrested.

Clause 57 of the Banking
Company Act of 1991 prescribes
lwo years' imprisonment and a
fine of Tk 20,000 for resorting
to such violent activities and

disrupting normal work in a
bank. '

cessful soldier, freedom fighter
as well as a successful states-
man.

Chaired by BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, the meeting was ad-
dressed by Prof A Q M Badrud-
doza Chowdhury. Dr Khan-
daker Mosharraf Hossain. Bar-
rister Moudud Ahmed, M K An-
war, Jatiya Press Club Presi-
dent Reazuddin Ahmed, DUTA
President Prof Yusuf Haider,
Supreme Court Bar Association
General Secretary Jainul Abe-
din, DU teacher Prof Aftab
Ahmed and Prof Jahanara Be-
gum.

Calling Zia a great reformer
of politics, the BNP Secretary
General said Zia proclaimed
independence in 1971 and he
had fnu&ht actively in the Lib-
eration War.

Bhuiyan accused the present
government of tarnishing the
image of Ziaur Rahman in
many ways. "It will never be
Enssible to make anybody great

y dishonoring other,” he said.

Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
said Ziaur Rahman had united
all the tribal people in the coun-
try by introducing "Bangladeshi
nationality".

He said many people are ap-
prehending that by signing the
CHT accord the present pov-
ernment will be forced in the fu-
ture tn sign more agreements
like "Bangabhumi Andolan”
amidst pressure by the seces-
sionists.

Later, Begum Zia distributed
prizes among the winners who
took part in extempore speech
and art comnpetitions organised
last year on the occasion of the
61st birthday of Ziaur Rahman.

Tribute

From page |
placed wreaths and offered

Jateha.

In the afternoon, BNP organ-
ised a discussion meeting on the
life and achievements of Ziaur
Rahman at the Minto Road offi-
cial residence of Begum Zia,
who is also Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Jatiya Sangsad. She
attended it.
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plating to drill a new explo-
ration well at a new location
about five to six kilometres off

. the Magurchhara,

The cnmpanﬁ( has prelimi-
narily selected the spot which is
situated at Kalapur in the Ma-
jdihee Tea Estate area, about
four kilometres off from the
Moulvibazar-Srimangal Road.

Occidental has also com-
pleted the design of the proposed
new well, the source said,
adding that a private construc-
tion firm will be instructed to
begin the preparatory work for
construction of the drilling pad
on the new location within a
week.

Meanwhile, hundreds of lo-
cal peu;rla were {found :n%_aged
in collecting scraps from
around the burnt-out well and
its surrounding areas for the
fifth day today. They are work-
ing hard to collect the metal
scraps, even those that had gone
under soil following the huge
explosion that occurred in the
earg hours of June 15 last year.

fficials of Occidental on
Saturday asked some local
people to collect scraps from the
eastern side of the burnt-out
well. Later, the company men
took some video shots of the
situation.

During a visit to the
Magurchhara gas field site yes-
terday, hundreds of people ¥r?m
the nearby areas with crowbar,
spades and hammers were seen

working hard to collect scr
items even

None of the officials of Occiden-
tal, except only a few private se-
curitymen hired by the com-
pany, were found in the area.
dental officials were re-
sisted several times by hun-
dreds of local people when they

from under the sofl.’

Gasfield abandon‘edJ

tried to transport some of its
equipinent like, pump sets, gen-
erator, caravan etc from
Magurchhara area during the
last three days.

The local people created bar-
ricade by putting logs on the
road and asked the idental
officials for immediate repair
of the Bhanugachh-Srimangal
Road which was badly damaged
after the June 15 explosion and
has been lying unusuable for
the last seven months. The agi-
tating people even put barricade
on the way of a bulldozer Sun-

day.
Meanwhile, gas leakage
through many points near the
burnt-out well continued yes-
terday. Bubbling of gas on the
pond-like spot at the eastern
side of the well and that on the
northern side of the ne rail
track was clearly visible yes-
terday afternoon.

Occidental began drilling of
the relief well on its third loca-
tlon at Magurchhara with a
view to sealing the burnt-out
well from October 6 last year.
The company completed the
task by capping the mouth of
the damaF well through diag-
onal drilling and immcdia?lﬂ
after this the company s

transportation of the ma-
chineries and equipment from
the location, abandoning the
gas field area without inform-
ing any of the authorities like
district administration, Rail-
way or Petrobangla, sources al-

leged.
It caused s resentment
among the le of the n

areas who suffered due to the
explosion, Occidental did not
even repair the Bhanugachh-
Srimangal Road, pay compen-
sation money to the Khasias or
the tea gardens.

Biman to procure
two aircraft,

JS told

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
plans to take lease of two air-
craft in the current fiscal year,
parliament was told yesterday,
reports UNB.

One aircraft will be procured
for operating in the domestic
routes and another wide-bodied
plane for carrying Hajj pil-

ms, said State Minister for

ivil Aviation and Tourism
En%r Mosharraf Hossain while
replying to a starred question of
Master Muflbur Rahman (AL-
Shartatpur).

On a separate question from
Tajul Islam (AL-Comilla), he
said the government and the
Biman Management would take
necessary steps to expand the
fleet as per recommendations of
the Fleet Planning Committee
of Biman.

A six-member enquiry
commitjee has been investigat-
ing the F-28 accident which oc-
curred at Sylhet on December
22, the minister said, adding
that the extent of d can be
ascertained after submission of
Lthe enquiry committee report.

He said the damaged F-28
aircraft is not repairable ac-
r.'t::rdingblu preliminary obser-
vation by the insurance com-
pany which agreed to pay the to-
tal compensation money for the
accident.

Engr Mosharraf said steps
have been taken to provide
compensation to the passengers
of the ill-fated aircraft through
the insurance company both Fnr
phiysical injuries and mental
sulferings.

Cabinet meet
held

The regular weekly meeti

" of the Cabinet was held at the

Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yester-
day. reports UNB.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina chaired the meeting,.
said an official handout. '

Policy formulated
for distribution
of farm khas
lands: Minister

State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharraf yesterday
told the Jatiya Sangsad that
Frcscnt government had formu-
ated a national policy for dis-
tributing farm khas lands in
1997, reports BSS.

Replying to a question from
Awami League member Md Wazi

' Uddin Khan the state minister

said national level. district
level and thana level farm khas
land distribution committees
had already been formed to
properiy distribute those lands

lamond landless, destitutes and

cripple ireedom fighters.

Responding to supplemen-
tary from Awami League mem-
ber Haji Md Selim. the siate
minister informed the House
that measures were taken lo re-
cover illegally occupied khas
lands across the country.

JS discussion
From page 1

their abstention from Parlia-
ment.

Other business transactions
during yesterday's brief sittin
include, introduction of a bil
by Finance Minister, and a one-
hour question-answer session.

The bill, styled 'The
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral (Remuneration and Privi-
leges) Bill, 1997, seeks to pro-
vide the Comptroller and Audi-
tor General with 2.5 per cent
higher salary than that of a sec-
retary of the government.

There would be no income
tax on the payable salary of the
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral. Under the provisions of
the Bill, he would be provided
with a full-furnished house,
and other facilities and privi-
leges as enjoyed by a Secretary.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria in his statement said
that the bill was aimed at sim-
plifying the complex procedures
of the fixation and settlement
of salaries and remuneration of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General.

The bill also seeks to repeal
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (Remuneration and
Privileges) Ordinance, 1976, but
included an :s;i»ecia.l provision
of giving monthly salary at the
rate of ID.?B{ 50 from Jan-
u 1 to June, 1995 and Tk
11,275 from July 1, 1995 till the
enactment of the bill.

The two-hour sitting,
chaired by Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury was ad-
journed at 1.10 pm. The House
will resume at 11 am today.

Young man
o From page 1

atally injured Wahed was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
the on duty doctors declared
him dead. The body was sent to
hospital morgue for autopsy.
08 itﬁ} u;m.;rccl said the
of about four ngmen
ﬁ?‘gg on Waﬂhed wh:ﬂ: was
atandlng- at New ue Bazar
at about 7:30 pm. e still
unidentified killers left the spot
at once. ;
None was arrested or no case
was lodged with Ehlbui’l'lh.#:l
thana in connection wi e

murder till filing of this report
last night.

BEILJING, Jan 19: US Defence
Secretary Willlam Cohen told
China's military Monday it
could work with Washington or
against it, but either way the
United States would prevail as
an Asian power, reports AFP.

Cohen called it "a fundamen-
tal choice” in a well received
speech to military officers here
at the Academy of Military Sci-
ence, a government research
center,

“We can work together to-
ward our common interest, or
we can work against each
other,” he said. e United
otates will succeed on either
path.”

However, Cohen’'s meetings
here with China’s top military
leaders appeared to have set the
stage for expanding military
ties with a country it squared
off against less than two years
ago over Taiwan.

He and Chinese Defence
Minister Chi Haotian signed a
maritime military consultative
agreement that seeks to avert
unintended conlflicts at sea by
opening regular channels of
communications between the
US and Chinese militaries.

Aporadh Jagat
editor’s bail

prayer rejected

By Court Correspondent

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court yesterday
refused the bail prayer of Kazi
Shamimul Hugq, editor of the
weekly ‘Aporadh Jagat'.

He was arrested after a
report on the personal life of
Bipasha Hayat, a renowned
artiste and personality, was
published in the magazine's
13th edition.

Abul Hayat, father of
Bipasha, lodged an Ejahar with
Ramna thana alleging that
Shamimul Huq and his gang
claimed Tk 50,000 from him on
December 24 last. which he
refused to pay. They then
threatened to publish a report
against Bipasha. They went on
to published the report which is
false and defamatory, he said.

Police arrested Kazi Shami-
mul Huq on January 9. He has
been detained under the Special
Powers Act.

US would p

Cohen tells Chinese military officials

The agreement is the first of
its kind between the US and
Chinese military.

China offered Cohen fresh
assurances that China would
not supply anti-ship cruise
missiles to Iran.

And in a spirit of openness,
the Chinese milit gave Co-
hen and a small delegation of
Americans an unprecedented
tour of the Beijing Air Defence
Command Centre, which con-
trols the surface-to-air missiles
that defends Beijing from air
attack.

Under the agreement, US
and Chinese delegations led by
a general or admiral will meet
once a year to discuss issues
such as maritime safety mea-
sures, procedures for US and
Chinese warships to communi-
cate, search and rescue opera-
tions, and interpretations of a
common maritime "rules of the
road.”

It also foresees working
groups and special meetings in
which naval issues can be dealt
with.

With China developing a
"blue water” navy capable of op-
erating throughout the Pacific,
US military analysts anticipate

‘a greater potential for incidents

at sea in contacts with US war-
ships.

"As our naval and air forces
have more contact, this agree-

3 Sarbaharamen
held in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 19: Three
members of the outlawed Sar-
bahara Party were arrested
from Raiganj Road in Tarash
thana last night. reports UNB.

Shukur Ali, 40, Abdul Majid,
38 and Abdul Khaleque, 30 of
Bogra, were arrested as they
were trying to escape after
cnmmilth:iq robbery in the area,
police said.

The arrested, said to be the -

members of the outlawed party,

waylaid two motorcycle riders
at Khoichala village at about 11
pm and snatched their belong-
ings.

As the victims cried out for
help. the villagers rushed to the
scene and caught three of them,
The villagers handed them over
to police after giving them a
thrashing.

From page 1

the PCP. led by Palash Khisa
went to the bazar to hold a
ralli. Palash Khisa's faction is
backed PCJSS chief Shantu
Larma. The activists of Prasit
group alleged that their rivals
were preparing to collect toll
and that the local people tried
to prevent them from holding
the rally.

When the local commander
of Shantibahini Binoykrishna
Khisa, along with another
Shantibahini cadre, Biswa.,
went to the bazar they were
chased by people when they
whipped out their guns.

In another incident, PCP
(Prasit) activists gheraoed the
camp of an oil . Merid-
lan, at Bijitala under the Sadar
thanai:f agrachhari on Jan-
u .

lease of a tribal woman al-
lcrgedly kidnapped _It_r')lr workers
of the oil company. The woman,
whose identity was not given,
was freed afterwards and the
gherao was lifted, PCP sources
said.

UNB adds: Police said vil-
lagers brought the body of Ash-
wini Kumar Chakma (35),
brother of Morod Kumar
Chakma, to the police station.
Police quoted the villagers as
saying that they found the body
hanging from a tree.

Former UP Chairman Morod
Kumar Chakma was kidnapped
on Saturday night along with
his son and another companion

ey were demanding re- |

PCP member found dead

and they are still missing.

Police suspected that the
killing and the kidnappin
might have link with the U
election held last month.

The body was sent to Sadar
Hospital mt;r;ue for autopsy. A
case was filed.

Our Khagrachhari corre-
spondent reported yesterday

at police arrested three per-
sons from Matiranga Bazar on
Sunday night for their alleged
involvement in burning a car of
Bangladesh Red Crescent Soci-
ety earlier.

The arrested persons are
Mohammad Selim, president of

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

Matiranga unit and JCD ac-

tivists Badiul Alam and Nurul
Amin. They were sent to Kha-
grachhari jail.

438 tribunals

From page 1

elections in the hill districts of
Rangamati, Bandarban and
Khagrachhari.

Aggrieved candidates can

lodge complaints with the elec-
tion tribunals under Section 44

of the UP (General) Election
Regulations, 1983, within 45
days of publication of election
results in gazette.
Complaints should be |

with a receipt or chalan of Tk.
500 submitted to Treasury, Sub-
Treasury or to any branch of
the Sonali Bank, according to
tlﬂﬁtiun rules, the press release
said.

From gag: 1
General Osmany during the Lib-
eration War and later PS and
MS to deputy chiefl Zia,” he told
the trial court.

In this re , the then a
chief informed that Col AS
Nasim was his PS and MS. Gen-
eral Nasim later became the
Chief of Army Staff and given
retirement after a controversy
in 1996.

Shafiullah, a valiant free-
dom fighter ;il? AME 'S
Force' du n ence
War, nl:lm#t. along with his
troops, left ur Canton-
ment on March 28, 1971 and
joined the war.

"l didn't listen to any an-
nouncement of ind dence
through radio and took part in

the ation War being in-
s by the historic h of
bandhu of March 7," he

told the court. e
Repl to a query, the wit-
ness said nu"}ng of repa-
triated army personnel was
higher than freedom fighter

EEE freedom fighter army

B angabandhu murder |

officers were provided two-year
ante-dated seniority, a practice

that also prevailed in Pakistan

period. But there was no dissat-
isfaction over it." he added.

The PW-45, General Shafiul-
lah, was cross-examined yes-
terday by advocate Abdur -
zacl an, lawyer for accused Lt
Col (retd) Sultan Shahriyar
Rashid Khan.

Earlier, in the morning.
state defence counsels for ab-
sconding accused Major (retd)
Dalim, Major (retd) Noor and Lt
Col (dismissed) Khandaker Ab-
dur Rashid cross-examined the

witness.
Among the prosecution

la present were Chief

c; PP Serajul Haq, Special

PPs Ramjan Ali Khan, Moshar-

raf Hossain Kajal. Sahara

Khatun and Kamrul Islam.

The witness will be cross-ex-
amined further by Abdur Raz-
zaq Khan and other defence
la when the trial at the
court of Dhaka District and
Sessions J Kazi Golam Ra-
sul resumes mommning.

revail as an
Asian power

ment will increase understand-
ing and reduce chances of mis-
calculation,” Cohen said at the
signing ceremony.

"The agreement demon-
strates the maturing relation-
ship between our militaries,” he
said.

Cohen made clear that
Washington and its allies in the
region want an o and coop-

~ erative relationship with the

Peoples Liberation , as it
transforms itself into a modern
military power.

He called for more exch
of military officers in areas
such as strategic nuclear mis-
siles, defense environmental
matters, and affairs involving
prisoners of war and service
members missing in action.

But he also warned China
against selling arms to Iran,
and said it needed to do more to
:vin the confidence of Washing-
on.

Official Secrecy
Act sent to Law
Commission

The Ministry of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs yester-
day sent the Official Secrecy Act
to the Law Commission to make

it updated, reports BSS.
is has been done as per the

commitment made by Law Min-
ister Abdul Matin asru at a
seminar of crime reporters at
the Jatiya Press Club recently,
said an official source.

Contempt of court
Hearing against
Sharif begins

ISLAMABAD, Jan 19: The
Supreme Court a hearing
today into 19 contempt of court
charges, including one against
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
reports AP.

A conviction could mean
Sharif's removal from power.

The charge against Sharif
stems from statements he al-
legedly made about the Supreme
Court chief justice at the time,
Saj{ad Ali Shah.

n Pakistan it is a crime to
criticise the judiciary.

The contempt charge, which
was [iled late last year began a
political and judicial imbroglio
that had many people in Pak-
istan fearing a military
takeover.

The impasse was eventually
breached after Shah was re-
moved from and the pres-
ident, who sided with the chief
justice, resigned.

The contempt charge against
Sharif remained pending de-
spite Shah's removal.

On Monday a seven-member
Supreme Court bench began its
hearing. It also will hear con-
tempt charges against another
18 people, including former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto,
and several politicians. Many
of the contempt charges were
filed during Benazir's term in
power, but were never heard by
the court.

It's not known when a court
decision can be expected.

Akhteruzzaman
says he’s ready
to face action

The outspoken BNP law-
maker, Major (retd) Akhteruz-
zaman, has said that the sugges-
tion he made for returning to
Parliament was aimed at ensur-
ing the interest of the party and
the nation.

The BNP MP, elected from a
Kishoreganj constituency,
caused furore in the BNP hier-
archy by writing an open letter
recently to his party high com-
mand with a set o ments
that BNP should go back to Par-
liament and build movement in
and outside the House.

'l did not make the state-
ment with any motive to revolt
against the party, I have just
expressed my personal jon
to the party Ileadership.”
Akhteruzzaman told UNB yes-
terday.

When his attention was
drawn to Bhui 's warning.
Akhteruzzaman said, "l th t
(while wri the letter) that it
will be in the interest of the
party and the nation. Now, | am
ready to face any action if the
party thinks that I have done
any anti-organisational activi-
ties.”

Responding to a question,
Akhteruzzaman said. "Proba-
hlir I will have to face disci-
plinary action as | made an
oHe.n statement about joining
the Parliament. It's s
that whoever takes the lead,
faces the music.”

Rickshaws

From page |
the unauthorised rickshaws.
Accordi to DCC record
only 80, authorised rick-
shaws ply the city streets. DCC
officials said the number of
unauthorised rickshaws could
be as’ high as two lakh.




