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Rahul don’t
worry be

happy

HYDERABAD, Jan 19: The
national cricket selectors bar-
committee chairman Ra-
t Desai said today that
star middle order batsman
Rahul Dravid should not get
disheartened on omitted
from the Indian one-day team
for the three-nation Indepen-
dentfity Cup hclgrillt Dhaka re-
cently, rts ]
MP Pandove, Shivlal Yadav
and Sambaran Banerijee, who
were here to witness Deod-
har hy league tournament
between West and North Zone,
felt that Dravid was an out-
standi player in the Test
maitches but could not show his
potential to the optimum in the

one-day games. However, he
should not get disheartened.

The selectors also came
down heavily on cricket com-
mentators Sunil Gavaskar and
Ravi Shastri for their adverse
comments during the Indepen-
dence Cup with regard to selec-
tion of the team.

The members of the commit-
tee also asserted that they had
not reprimanded Mohammad
Azharuddin prior to the selec-
tion of the team at Mumbali re-
cently for the one-day series
against Sri Lanka.

Sheffield Shield
allures Allan

PERTH, Jan 19: South
African paceman Allan Donald
said today he wanted to play at
least one season of Sheffield
Shield cricket with Western
Australia, reports AFP.

Donald's comment followed
his player-of-the-match win-
ning haul of 4-29 in Sunday's
limited-overs thrashing of Aus-
tralia here.

Infatuated by the pace and
bounce of the V-?J;;CA wicket. the
firebrand speedster, like so
many great fast bowlers before
him, relishes the chance to
bowl in Perth and is hoping to
spend a summer with Western
Australia once his illustrious
international career finishes.

"I'd love to spend at least one
season here.” Donald told re-
porters.

"l know when we were here
in 1992 it was a possibility and
| dream of coming here and
playing for Western Australia —
it would be great."

Donald said he thrived bowl-
ing on a pitch where fast
bowlers, more often than not,
were rewarded if they proved
too good for the batsmen.

“It's a good wicket where the
ball really flies, the edges carry
and fly at a good height and
pace.

“It's definitely the best type
of cricket wicket to play any
match on, Test matches or one-
day cricket.” - =

Bowling with a stiff south
westerly at his back Sunday,
Donald's delivery to oust Steve
Waugh first ball was simply
brilliant.

Aware that the Australian
one-day skipper plays from his
crease early, Donald fired in a
full-pitched leg-cutter which
Waugh tickled through to wick-
etkeeper Dave Richardson.

Earlier this season, the 31-

ear-old unleashed one of the
astest spells of bowling seen at
the WACA in recent times in a
tour match against Western
Australia.

‘In an explosive 90-minute
stint after lunch on day three,
Donald claimed 3-14 off nine
overs,

Adam Gilchrist was struck
on the helmet by a Donald
thunderbolt, which mangled
his grill and prompted the
Western Australian and na-
tional side one-day wicket-
keeper to joke that the delivery
was “the quickest ball I haven't

“" Sino goal
a gold

BEIJING, Jan 19: China is
hoping for its first gold at a
Winter Olympics from its squad
of 61 skiers and skaters bound
for the ]18th Games in Nagano,
Japan, Xinhua reported today,
says AFP,

"What we need in Nagano is
to make a breakthrough in
Chinese winter sports, and that
is to win a gold medal,” Xu
Sheng, head of the Chinese del-

egation told the official news '

agency.
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The thrill of the Indepen-
dence Cup final match between
India and Pakistan in Dhaka
on Sunday is likely to be tar-
nished somewhat by a question
which appears to have been

ossed over somewhat in the
eat of the moment.

Why did the umpires allow
play to resume in the 40th over
after they had both clearly de-
cided that the match was over
because of bad light? It is abun-
dantly clear that the two um-
pires walked off the field be-
cause they decided there was not
enough light to continue the
match. Decisions like these are
evidently part of their job and
have been taken countless
times in cricket matches. In-
deed, only several hours ago
du the same match, the um-
pires had halted play because of
insufficient light. At that time,
they allowed the game to re-
sume only after visibility had
improved.

But this time, as the 40th
over came round, and the um-
pires decided to call it a day,
why did they go back on their
decision?

Did they return because the
light had improved? (If so, they
were clearly in a different sta-

.dium, not Dhaka. where the

light was fading — and fast!) Did
they return because they had
changed their mind? If so, what
made them change their mind?

It is the norm for play to be
called off due to inclement play-
ing conditions, among which
might feature rain, storm, bad
light. mist, a wet pitch — any-
thing which, in the view of the
umpires, makes the game un-
playable. It is also the norm for
play to resume only when con-
ditions improve.

So. if play had been stopped
because it had started raining it
would have been regarded as
quite insane — and certainly
not cricket — for the umpires to
change their mind suddenly
and decide that it was all right
to play in the rain. after all.

When the umpires left the
field, in the 40th over, they did
'so because of bad light. Accord-
ing to extremely well-informed
sources, the two umpires in-

Almas Zakiuddin

formed all concerned, including
the organisers of the pnu-ﬁw-
ing ceremony, of their decision.
In fact, one source who s on
condition of anonymity claims
that the Bangladesh Cricket
Board had already started mak-
ing arrangements to set up the
podium for the prize giving,
when they were told that play
had resumed.

For anyone at the stadium, it
was apparent that the Indian
side were upset. They had lost
the match on the run rate.
Clearly, they wanted to play on.
Whivls ouldn't they — they had
nothing to lose. Any side in
their position would have
wanted the same thing. We
could see their batsmen stand-
ing on the field after the um-

ires and the Pakistan team
ad gone back to the pavilion.
But then, eventually, we all saw
the Indian batsmen begin the
walk back. They had actually
started to walk back into the
pavilion when they saw the
umpires coming back and re-
alised play was going to resume!
We saw lﬁis. clearly, ourselves.
That is why people have been
wondering about what exactly
ha ed.
me people claim that the
match had to resume, otherwise
the crowd would have gone on
the rampage. Exactly who made
that decision, both to resume
play and about the possibility
of crowd trouble, is not however
clear. The same sources claim
that the police on duty were
E]a::td on alert, soon after play
alted during the 40th over.

Other sources claim that the
batting side refused to end the
match and they were within
their rights to do so — that it is
the prerogative of the hattinﬁ
side to agree or disagree wit
the umpires' decision to end

play.

‘¥'he:-,r further claim that in-
ternational cricket rules make
it incumbent upon umpires to
consult the batting side in a sit-
uation in which the batting side
is about to lose the match be-
cause of bad light and/or the
run rate. They say that the
fielding side and the umpires
have no say in deciding to call

off a match due to bad light,
when a bat side wishes to
carry on. According to this in-
terpretation, the wumpires
walked off the field to consult
the referee who asked them to
resume play. But once again

" these sources can not say with

any surety whether the referee
was consulted in the end.

According to the informed
sources who feel that the game
was resumed for inexplicable
reasons, the referee i{s not sup-
posed to be involved in the tra-
ditional role of umpiring and
hence played no part in making
the decision to stop or to resume
play. These sources noted that
soon after the umpires walked
into the pavilion, the ICC secre-
tary. David Richards, was seen
actively engaged in discussions
with the umpires and other of-
ficials. A few moments later,
the umpires, and then the field-
111%(511211‘..‘. went back to play. The
Pakistanis took the whole
thing in a sporting spirit, say
sources close to the side.

And the sporting spirit did
triumph, all round. At the end
of the day. there is no doubt that
Dhaka and the cricket world
were able to witness a record-
breaking match. It was a thrill
a minute, no less and the crowd
sat glued to its seats until the
absolute last second. The
Dhaka crowd proved to be in-
telligent, enthusiastic and
cgﬂpl:t:]y fair, applauding
g cricket above anything or
anyone else.

And so, it was extremely ful-
filling. Cricket triumphed, the
sporting spirit of the losing side
triumphed. And, of course, the
better side — the Indian team —
maﬁiflcmliy triumphed,

is is why the need to know
exactly what happened is so
great. Let nothing mar this
wonderful tournament in
Dhaka. Let us ask the organis-
ers to explain the events of the
day, and put our doubts to rest
once and for all.

= The views expressed are en-
tirely that of the author and are
not necessarily endorsed by The
Daily Star Sport either in part
or full.

From the Sports Editor’s desk

Cricket and much more

There is no official docu-
ment or report (till date) either
by the match referee or the um-
pires saying that the match on
Monday was called off in the
40th over. Also, it may be noted,
that when the umpires left the
ground to "consult with the ref-
eree” (as per official version) the
bails were intact on the wickets.

very much on. The umpires
never “called it a day” prema-
turely, as claimed in the article.

en questioned by journal-
ists after the match, Pakistan
captain Rashid Latif also cor-
roborated the above, that indeed
the umpires had left the und
to "consult with the referee” and
had declared "time out”, takin
advantage of which Rashid an
his team left the ground to take
some refreshments.

The Indian captain. Mo-
hammad Azharuddin, talking
to the press after the match,
said that the umpires had left

the ground calling “time out”
and that the batsmen were wait-
ing for their return.

There is contradiction
within the article. At one stage
it expressed fear that the crowd
may have gone on "rampage” if
the match had been stopped af-
ter the 40th over. But. several
paras later, the same crowd is

praised as being “intelligent, en- ‘.

thusiastic and completely fair
applauding good

Clearly, the entire Dhaka sta-
dium was not supporting any

one particular team on Monday

or at any stage in the tourna-
ment. There was never any
threat of the whole crowd rising
as one to oppose any decision
on Monda ause throughout

the match, it was perennially
divided.

As claimed in the article, it
is not the prerogative of the
batting side to “agree or dis-
agree” with the umpires’ "deci-
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cricket” .-

sion”. The right of doing so lies
with the batsmen only when the
umpire “offers” the option to
end play. Any decision of the
umpires must be abided by.

Contrary to claims in the
article, organisers of interna-
tional cricket matches, be they
be played at the Lords', Sharjah
or Dhaka. have no power Lo in-

fluence the judgement and/or ~

decision of the ICC officials or

the umpires.

What was obvious from the
performance of the two teams
till the last ball of the match on
Monday was that they were
both very much committed to
the game and each was trying to
give his best in the deciding fi-
nal. The players of both India
and Pakistan deserve kudos for
always considering cricket
more important than the out-
come. In the end. cricket was
the winner. Yes, it was cricket
and much more.

g
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plays his swimmer-of-the-meet trophy as fireworks light up the
the closing ceremony of the World Championships on Jan 18.
—AP/UNB photo
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Div I cricket
Sports Reporter

CITY CLUB: 222 for eight
in 45 overs (Itrat Jahan 42,
Liton 40, Munna 33, Russell 30
not out: Farid 2/27. Shaon
2/25, Shudha 2/49)

GULSHAN YOUTH: 163
| all out in 36.4 pvers (Mashu-
kur Rahman 52; Majed Zufri
4/15)

Result: City Club won by 59
runs.

City Club recorded a re-
sounding 59-run win over Gul-
shan Youth in a First Division
cricket league match at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday.

Batting first, City Club piled
up a commanding total of 222
for the loss of eight wickets in
their share of 45 overs.

Opener Itrat Jahan scored
highest 42 runs followed by a
breezy 40 from middle-order
batsman Liton and a work-
m?lnlikc unbeaten 30 by Rus-
sell.

In reply, Gulshan Youth were
skittled out for 163 in the face
of some accurate bowling from
City Club skipper Majed Zufri,
who captured four wickets for
only 15 runs in his niggling 7.4
overs.

Only Mashukur Rahman
with an enterprising 52 off 59

balls fought a lost battle for
Gulshan.

Guy W hittall
fined

COLOMBO, Jan 19; Zim-
babwe bowler Guy Whittall was
fined half his match fee in the
second Test against Sri Lanka
for dissenting against a deci-
sion of the match referee,
cricket officials said today, re-
ports Reuters.

Match referee Raman Subba
Row said in a statement put out
by the Board of Control for
Cricket In Sri Lanka that he
had asked the two captains to
tell their bowlers not to run to
the wicketkeeper following an
appeal without ascertaining the

result.
"Guy Whittall did precisely
that, which brought about his

charge,” Row said.

Row had cautioned the cap-
tains after the two sides ap-
pealed excessively in the second
and final Test that ended on
Sunday.

World swimming

meet ends

PERTH, Jan 19: China's drug
violations have cast a lon
shadow over the eighth Worl
Swimming Championships
which ended Sunday, dimming
the glory achieved by the United
States and Australia, reports
AP.

Six Chinese were sent home
in disgrace and the team man-
aged only three gold medals as
the United States, powered by
Jenny Th ‘s four golds,
and Australia, led with four
from Michael Klim, led the field
at the start of a long lead-in to
the Sydney 2000 Olympics.

Klim, named swimmer-of-
the-meet following his two in-
dividual golds and two in the re-
lay, will formm the core of Aus-
tralia’s bid to claim supremacy
in their home pool in two years,

Australia claimed seven
sold, six silver and seven

ronze in Perth to surpass its
previous best performance in

the 25-year history of the World

Championships in Rome four
years ago where it won nine
medals. including four gold.

The Americans returned
with 24 medals — 14 gold, five
silver and five bronze.

Australia’s concern is a lack
of balance. Its women's team led
the way in Rome, but won a sole
gold in Perth. through 200-me-
tre butterfly swimmer Susie
O'Neill.

China won 12 of 16 gold
medals in women's events in
Rome, but its Perth camraign
collapsed before the pool pro-
gramme had even started.

When Australian Customs
seized 13 vials of a banned hu-
man growth hormone in the
bags of swimmer Yuan Yuan on
arrival in Australia, the whole
championship went into a fast
tailspin.

Officials from world swim-
ming's governing body FINA
tried to restore the balance, and
might have succeeded.

But when four more Chinese
were thrown out for using
banned masking agents, their
violations quickly overshad-
owed the competition.

Che Daily Star TV Guide

NEW DELHI, Jan
19: Victorious In-
dian cricket cap-
tain Mohammad
Azharuddin today

| in the day's other game.

=4 hailed India's In-
dependence Cup triumph in
Dhaka ‘as the best win of ‘rﬂr
career,' but said "the team will
have to 'carry o' and sustain the
performance,” reports PTI.
"It was a thriller. But we gave
a collective effort and bein%m}r
273rd one-dayer, I couldn't have
asked for a better one,” a beam-
ing Azharuddin told reporters
here today.
Describing the tense mo-
ments in the 40th over when
lay was halted due to poor
ﬂght the Indian skipper said
"we stood on the field. We had
ot it so close, 57 runs in 51
alls, and we had a very good
winning chance.
"Accurdlnﬁ to the rules you
have to finish the game, I don't

swansong

BONN, Jan 19: Germany cap-
tain and Tottenham Hotspur
striker Juergen Klinsmann
says he will end his interna-
tional career after this year's
World Cup finals, reports
Reuters.

“l will not play in the Euro-
Ecan Championship (in 2000 in

elgium and the Netherlands).”
the 33-year-old Klinsmann,
who has appeared 100 times for
his country told German televi-
sion ARD.

"For me it will be over after
the World Cup (from June 10-
July 12 in France), he added.

Rlinsmann scored his first

oal since returning to Totten-
am from Italian side Samp-
doria in December when the
Premier league club beat West
Ham 1-0 at White Hart Lane on
Saturday.
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JUERGEN KLINSMANN
e FACTRILE

1964-Born July 30, Goeppin-
gen.
1972-Starts playing football
at TB Gingen belore moving to
SC Geislingen in 1974,

1978-Joins Stuttgart Kickers
as a youth player.

1980-Plays three games for
German national youth B-team.

1984-Joins Stuttgart's lead-
ing club VFB.

1987-Makes full interna-
tional debut,

1988-Bundesliga's top scorer
with 19 goals and member of
Olympic team which wins
bronze medal. Voted German-
footballer-of-the-year.

1989- Transferred to Inter
Milan.

1990-Member of Germany's
World Cup winning team.

1992-Moves to French First
Division Monaco.

1994-Signs for English
Premier side Tottenham Hot-
spur.

1995-Voted footballer-of-
the-year but then leaves Tot-
tenham for Bayern Munich.

1996-Leads Germany to tri-

ind.
an

umph at Euro '96 in En
997-Moves to Ital Serie

A club Sampdoria but in De-
cember of same year returns to
Spurs.

Women’s soccer

GUANGZHOU, China. Jan
19: The US women's soccer
team opened the Guangzhou In-
ternational tournament by
beating Sweden 3-0 on Sunday,

reports AP.
Norway defeated China 2-1

F.

know what transpired between
the umpires and the natch ref-
eree, but they came back and we
carried no,” he said, summin

uf- the way he stood in the mid-
dle with Saurav Ganguly as the

umpires and the Pakistan play-
ers walked off the field.

He complimented the efforts
of Saurav Ganguly and Robin
Singh as brilliant and said the

i

AZHARUDDIN

cool approach of the

youn
Hrishikesh Kanitkar helpe
India pull off the incredible

win. Nayan Mongia. who
knocked off nine runs in the
47th over, came in for special
praise.

On Robin Singh's promotion
which proved decisive, Azhar

Clye Luily Mar 11

|Dhaka triumph Azhar's treasure

out) Robin was sent to take ad-
vantage of field restrictions. He
and Saurav did extremely well.

Azharuddin, looking ex-
tremely relaxed after the com-
plete turnaround in fortunes,
did not like to ruminate over
his omission for the Indepen-
dence Cup tournainent at home
following the disastrous West
Indies tour.

"Yes. It was sad, but can't
keep thinking of that now, but I
can only say winning this Cup
is quite satisfying.”

The 34-year-old said the
most important point was to
keep maintaining the competi-
tive approach. "We have started
the year on a winning note and
hope to end it also the same
way."

"We can only try our best.
Once you're winning things are
okay." he said, in a reference to
the criticism that followed last
year's dismal show.

He reiterated that Indian
fielding and bowling had to im-
prove drastically and welcomed
the Indian board's move to
bring in a physical trainer for
the teamn. "Batting has also let
us down, but it is quite steady
now," he added.

Azhar said the win wiped out
any mental block India may
have had against Pakistan and
agreed the win would mark a
turnaround in India's approach
in one-dayers.

"At this level all have to he
mentally prepared. But we have
been winning quite a few
matches against Pakistan in
the last two seasons. But we
have to continue winning,

sald, "at that point (ninth over that's the most important
when Sachin Tendulkar was thing,” he said.
Notice of RHD
Inviting Tender
1. Tender Notice No . 148 BRD of 1997-98.
2. Name of work . Repainng & seal coat work at 4th

Estimated amount
Earnest money

Time allowed

Eligibility of contractors

52 B R i

T Name of offices where
_ tender documents will
" be available

8. Last date of selling of
tender

9. Name of offices where
tender bids will be
received in sealed
cover

10. Last date & time of
receiving of tender bids
in sealed cover

15 Date & time of
recording tender bids
in sealed cover

12. Date, time & name of
office where tender will
be opened

13. Lottery date & time

DFP-852-14/1/98
G-102

KM and 5th KM of Taltali-
Sharstabad-Fakirbari Road under
Road Division, Barisal during the
year 1997-98,

Tk 8,75,292/00

Tk 17,505/00

20 {tacnty) days.
‘A" to *C" class enlisted
contractors under general
category of Roads & Highways
Department, *D" class enlisted
contractors under general
category of Barisal Road Circle,
Barisal & "E" class enlisted
contractors at Barisal Road
Division, Barisal.

QOffice of the Executive Engineer,
RHD, Road Division,
Banisal/Patuakhali/Bhola/Pirojpur/
Planning Division (P&D), Sarak
Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka/Sub-
Divisional Engineer, RHD, Road
Sub-Division, Barisal/Jhalakati/1st
Line Workshop Sub-Division,
Barisal during office hours on all
working days. No tender form will
be sold on the opening date of
tender.

20-10-1404B/2-2-98E.

Additional Chief Engineer, RHD,
Barisal Zone, Barisal/
Superintending Engineer, RHD,
Barisal Road Circle, Barisal/
Superintending Engineer, RHD,
Monitoring & Evaluation Circle
(P&D), Sarak Bhaban, Ramna,
Dhaka/Executive Engineer, RHD,
Road Division, Barisalf
Patuakhali/Bhola/Pirojpur.

Up to 12-30 PM on 21-10-
1404B/3-2-98E.

At 12-45 PM on 21-10-1404B/3-2-
98E.

At 11-00 AM on 29-10-1404B/11-
2-98E. at office of the Executive
Engineer, RHD, Barisal Road
Division, Barisal.

At 11-00 AM on 30-10-1404B/12-
2-98E.

Md. Abdul Quddus-2
Executive Engineer, RHD, (CC)

Barisal Road Division
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provement 10:55 MILLI Nagme 3:30 Paying Guest 4: 10:00 Bengali Movie Club Film  Busters (Hindi Dubb) 9:30 Silver ~ Hain...Woh 5:00 Celeste 5:30
NAGHMA 11:00 KHABRAIN  Newsline (serial) 4:30 HFF  Show 1:00 Closed Spoon 10:00 Who's The  Amar Prem 6:00 Daily :
11:10 Serial 12:00 SPORTS 7:20 Haseen Pal (Trailer Show) Boss/Aaina 10:30 Different  Jung 6:30 Ek Nazar 7:00 Dis-
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Bhabisha

9:00 Tere Sur Mere
Geet 9:30 Once More-Hindi Film
Trailer Show 10:00 Spining
Wheel 10:30 Gunjan 11:00
Over Drive 11:30 Hot Mix 12:00
Old Pop/Suranjali 12:30 Tele-

The

Hostel 1:30 Pehchan 2:00 The
Rasoi Show 2:30 Cine Matinee-
Hindi Feature Film 5:30 Car-
toons 6:00 Silver Spoon
Who's The Boss? T7:00 Differ-
ent Strokes 7:30 Bawiiched
8:00 Parachute Premiere 8:30

Hai Zindegi 9:30 Sapath 10:00
Hasratain 10:30 Adhikar 11:00
Zee News 11:20 Zee Business
11:30 Paribartan 12:00 TVS
Sa-Re-Ga-Ma 1:00 Vakaalal
1:30 Anhonee-Zee Horror
Show 2:00 Zee Arabia 2:30
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Haseen Pal (Trailer Show) 7:40
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8:30 Teer Kaman 9:

vita Quiz Contest 9:30 Zee
News-English 10:00 The Dream
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iun Show 12:00 Ghoomt
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Film/Parliament Hour 12:30
Chuti Chuti (Serial) 1:

9:00 On Line 9:30 Once More-
Film Trailer Show 10:00 Khiti
Kasuti (News and Report

11:00 Andaz
Star World 12:00 Touch of
Classics 12:30 Hit Beats 1:00

B:HlSpociaIH n 6:30 Zee

Top Cat 11:30 The Yogi Bear
Show 12:00 Scooby Doo 12:30

News & Zee Business 7:00  The Cartoon Grand Prix 1:00
'{1,93 Bhakti Songs 7:30 8:00  Captain Planet 1:30 Top Cal
Apna 11: Zee Bysiness Show 8:30 Zee  2:30 The Real Adventures of
News pdate & Business  Jonny 3:00 Mask 3:30 Fantastic
9:00 Disney Hour Cartoons  Four 4:00 Centurions 4:30
10:00 Ek Nazar 10:30 TVS  Swat Kats 5:00 Ninja Robots
Saregama 11:15 Guldasta-  5:30 Flintstones 6:00 Tom &
Trailer Show 11:30 Baat Ban .}.g Kids 6:30 Planet
Jaye 12:00 Paribartan 12:30  7:00 The Mask 7:30 Dexter's
Khana Khazana 1:00 Naye Laboratory 7:45 What a Car-
Nazrane 1:30 Daig Serial:  toon Show 8:00 The Addams
Sailab 2:00 Hum Serial) F-n& 8:30 Scooby Doo Where

2:30 Caim (Serial) 3:00 Mr Minto  Are You?



