DHAKA TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 1998

Fire incidents on rise in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, Jan 19: Valuables worth crores of taka are being

burnt every l_yeu‘ in fire incidents in absence of fire service
stations in four thana headquarters of the district, reports

UNB.

According to a survey conducted by a non-government
organisation, at least 40 big fire incidents occu in the four
thanas in the last that charred property worth about Tk 3

crore. Of the incidents, eight were occurred in Hatiya, 12 in
Chatkhil, 10 in Senbagh and 10 in Companiganj thanas. The
local people said they time and again demanded of the
overnment to set up fire service stations at the thana
Enndqummh:tmtﬂ:phaaycthﬁentakmiHHHErcgardi

Warm clothes distributed

JAMALPUR, Jan 19: Warm clothes have been distributed
among the cold stricken distressed people by the allocated
money of zilla parishad for Iftar y. reports UNB.

Deputy Commissioner Auchchut Pada Goswami distributed
500 warm clothes among the shelterless people of rail ‘junctinn

latform at midnight on Jan 13. According to officials the
trict administration has undertaken drive to collect more
warm clothes to distribute to the cold-hit people of other areas.

Foggy weather affects farming
GAIBANDHA. Jan 19: Cultivation of Robi crops, winter
tables and seasonal flowers in northern districts includin
Gaibandha has been badly affected due to recent severe col
wave and foggy weather, rts BSS.
Duri vegetables markets the vegetable

survey in loca
sellers told this correspondent that besides heavy damage of

winter ve; es their supply in the market is not satisfactory.
Severe cold wave is the major cause for dislocation of supply of
the vegetables.

Four arrested for fishing illegally
PATUAKHALI, Jan 19: Police arrested four persons for
fishing illegally from different ponds and waterbodies in
Dashmania thana of the district recently, reports BSS.
The arrested persons were identified as Gobinda, 28, Mangal,
22, Rabindra, 18, and Kalu, 25. A case has been filed with
Dashmania thana in this connection.

Jhenidah admn distributes warm clothes

JHENIDAH. Jan 19: The district administration distributed

1,000 pieces of warm clothes among the poor people in
puuraslgava area on Monday, reports UhFB. R

Forming three teams one headed by Deputy Commissioner
Aminur Rasul for ward no. 2, another by Police Super Miah
Ataul Gani Badsha for ward no. 1 and yet another by Civil
surgeon Dr Sardar M Badaruddin for ward no. 3, the warm
clothes were distributed. Local urashava chairman. Red
Crescent vice chairman, TNO and other local elite were also
}::res:nt on the occasion. Meanwhile, Red Crescent Society,
slami Bank and Rover Scouts have distributed warm clothes
among the slum dwellers.

REB continues extension programme

KUSHTIA, Jan 19: Rural Electrification Board (REB)
rogramme in six thanas

continues its gradual extension
1,626

families in 886
A total of 43,69
gradually bei
to 22,944 residential, 2,171 commercial, 426 industrial, 75 deep
tubewells, 307 shallow tubewells. 96 power pumps. 37]
charitable institutions and 66 street li
erected 1,486 ki power line including 236 km PDB line. But
occasional theft of transformers has been hampering the

km area to give electric connection to 26.522
es, reports UNB.
connections have been made ready and

smooth functioning of the system. So far. 60 transformers have

been stolen mainly from sadar thana, board sources said.

Smuggled goods seized
COX'S BAZAR, Jan 19: Bangladesh Rifles in different raids
seized huge quanli}r\‘.lr( of smuggled goods, including foreign

liguor, worth about 20 lakh from a truck and two boals in
the district on Thursday, reports UNB.

Liguor including brandy, beer, whisky and other goods in-
cluding mawseeds and multi-vitamin tablets were recovered
from a Chittagong bound truck at Damdamia checkpost on
Cox's Bazar-Teknaf road. In another raid, mawseeds, beer and
other kinds of liguor were also recovered from two boats near
number one and two sluice gates in the Naf river. But BDR
jawans could not arrest the smu%glers, Another report from
Sirajganj adds : Police recovered 100 bottles of phensidyl from
the riverghat in Sadar thana on Friday. Police said, they seized
the contraband while two youths tried to pick up these, contain-
in%lin two bags, to a waiting microubs. But the youths managed
to flee,

Fish marketing project facing setback

PATUAKHALI, Jan 19: Khepupara a Fish Processing and
Marketing Project has been facing a set back for want of fund.
lfj?qnéperlng research works for development of fisheries. reports

Local people said that the project, handed over to the Fish-
eries Research Institute (FRI) in June last year, now is being run
by the Chandpur, sub-station of FRI with limited resources. Ac-
cording to a report, BFDC has already handed over almost all
the facilities including cold storage, vessels. fish handling cen-
tre and mini dockyard to FRI to carry on research works. An
official of BFDC, unwilling to be named said that BFDC had no
other alternative but to hand over the 16-year old fish project of
FRI because of mismanagement in the project.

Plan to construct sub-registry offices

TANGAIL, Jan 19: A suh-n:%:sl r office bullding will be con-
structed in Shakhipur thana Eagquartcrs of the district, re-
ports BSS.

The construction work will be done under government's pro-
gramme to construct 52 sub-registry office building in the coun-
try in this [iscal year. Official sources said that Taka 18 73.975
has been ear-marked to construct the sub-regi stry office build-
ing and its adjacent record room. The construction work will be
started soon to complete it by this fiscal year, the sources acdded.

Radi machine out of order

SYLHET. Jan 19: The only radiotherapy machine in Sadar
Hospital of the district remained out of order for the last two
months, depriving nearly 100 cancer patients of their necessary
treatment, reports UNB.

Hospital sources sald the help of the related company engi-
neers might be needed to repair the machine as a team from
Dhaka failed to repair it earlier. Local people urged the author-
ities concerned to repair the machine soon and thus assuage the
sufferings of the cancer patients in the region.

| Condolence meeting

SATKHIRA, Jan 19: A condolence meeting at the death of ad-
vocate Asiruddin of Satkhira Judge's Court was held at the
judge's court auditorium on Thursday under the auspices of dis-
trict bar association, reports BSS,

The condolence meeting was presided over by the district and
session judge MA Shahidur Rahman. The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by the president of bar council advocate
SM Salahuddin Ahmed, principal of Satkhira Law College, ad-
vocate Alhaj Abdul Goffar, advocates Abdur Rahim, Shamsul
Hauge, Gopal Chandra Bairagi and the judges.

Eye camp in Noakhali

NOAKHALI ; Jan 19: A two-day eye camp sponsored b

Bangladesh Jaul]'a Andha Kallyan Samity, Chittagong branc
was EEB recently at Khailpara High School premises here, re-
ports BSS.

Over 500 patients were treated free of cost. 2 cataract pa-

tients were operated upon.
=~ QOutstanding agri-loan disbursed
adesh Krishi Bank (BKB), Barisal

BARISAL, Jan 19: Bangl
on has realised outstanding agriculture loan amounting to
T 53.66 crore from the farmers of 11 southern districts of
the region during the first six months of the current fiscal year,

The districts are: Barisal, Jhalakati, Bhola, Pirojpur, Patu-
akhali. ., Faridpur, gonj, Madaripur, Rajbari and
Shariatpur, to an o source, the target of recov-
g{mﬁmd at Tk. 178 crore this year in this region. Of the to-

. Tk, 5.92 crore was recovered from Barisal district, Tk. 2.21
crore from Jhalakati, Tk. 4,99 crore from Bhola, Tk. 4.65 crore
from Patuakhali, Tk 4.75 crdre from Pirojpur, Tk 4.43 crore
from Bar . Tk. 7.06 crore from Faridpur, Tk, 4.59 crore
pur Tk. 5.07 crore from Rajbari, Tk 4.92 crore from
Gopalgonj and Tk, 5.07 crore from Shariatpur district.
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Re-elections

conclude 1n
(Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA., Jan. 19: Re-
elections in seven postponed
unions in the district concluded
on January 8 and 11 peacefully.

Election of one centre at Ju-
marbari and one centre at Hal-
dia under Shahatd thana, three
centres at Fulchari sadar and
Gajaria union under Fulchari
thana. three centres at Ram-
chandrapur union under
Gaibandha sadar thana. one
centre at Khordakamarpur un-
der Sadullapur thana and one
centre at Darbantha union un-
der Gobindaganj thana re-
mained suspended followin
snatching of ballot papers an
boxes.,

Re-election of five centres in
four unions was held on Jan-
uary 8 and five centres of three
unions held on January 11.

Those who were unofficially
re-elecled as chairmen in nar-
row margin are Fulchari union

Azizur Rahman. Gajaria
union - Shafiul Islam Saju.
Jumarbanari union - Shajahan
Ali Saju. Haldia union - Sha-
hadat Hossain, Khordaka-
marpur union - Shafiul Alam
Prodhan. Darbastha union -
Tajnur Islam and Ramchan-
drapur unjon - Abul Kalam

Azad.

Tnbal spiritual
leader welcomes
CHT peace accord

RANGAMATI. Jan 19 A tribal
spiritual leader on Thursday
welcomed the peace agreement
on Chittagong Hill Tracts. say-
ing that eve dy wants peace
and any kind of jealousy should
be avoided for the sake of hu-
marnity. reports UNB

“Jealousy, greed. injustice
and repression can't being
peace anywhere — this world or
in the world hereafter.” said
Srimat Sadananda Mahasthabir
Banabhantey, the principal of
Rajban Bihar in this hilly town.

The Buddhist leader. who is
regarded as very respectable
among the tribal people 11 the
hill districts. made the com-
ment while addressing a func-
tion marking his 79th birth an-
Nniversary.

Newly appointed minister
Kalparanjan Chakma attended
the lunction and sought Ban-
abhantey's blessings for the im-
plementation of the agreement,
signed between the government
and the tribal leaders early last
month.

The spiritual leader asked
the minister to take sieps for
setting up mills and factories in
the district to generate em-
ployment for the unemployed
vauths.

Chakma king Raja De-
hashish Roy. Dipankar
Talukder MP, and the chairmen
of the local government councils
of Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban also attended
the functions.

Crimes on rise
in Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI, Jan 19:
Crimes are on alarming rise at
the town and {ts suburbs cau-
sing concern among the peace-
loving people, reports UNB.

Crimes like burglary. da-
coity, murder, abduction, rape,
gambling and prostitution have
vitiated the serene atmosphere
of the town.

The dwellers find it difficult
to reside in the town. They here
can not move freely due to the
alarming rise in the incidents of
mu ;
riminals move freely on the
streets as the law enforcement
agencies do not take any action
against them.

Besides, law and order situ-
ation has deteriorated with the
increase in the number of mur-
der cases in the district. The
situation aggravated [urther
with the post-election clashes
and violent activities between
the supporters of the winners
and deleated candidates.

As a result, life in both the
rural and urban areas have be-
come miserable. S

Extreme: poverty and price
spiral of essentials left mﬁn}r
people destitute forcing the dis-
tressed women specially the
young girls into anti-social ac-
tivities causing erosion of the
moral values.

l cold, while a large number of their fellow colleagues remained indoors sitting idle.

BANDARBAN, Jan 19: Peo-
ple of the hill district are pass-
ing their days in much anxieties
due to abnormal rise in
criminal activities including
toll collection. reports UNB.

Holaksu Marma, a former
upazila chairman of Thanchhi
thana, alleged that some sepa-
ratist groups from Myanmar
are mainly engaged in such
heinous activities causing con-
cern among the people.

But local ple said that the
tribal people in connivance
with the outsiders have estab-
lished a reign of terror in
Sadar. Roangchhari. Ruma and
Thanchhi thanas who are en-
gaged in toll extortion, abduc-
tion and locting.

According to the local Boat
Owners’ Association, boat
looting has turned into a regu-
lar feature in Sangu river, %tl.lt
authorities are yet to take any
action in this regard.

A higher army official. how-
ever, said that he had not yet got
any information from the au-
thorities about the anti-social
activities of the Burmese,
adding that, BDR and police
forces have been deployed in the
area to check the terrorist ac-
tivities,

Meanwhile, people expressed
concern over the mushroom
growth of fake NGOs since the
signing of the peace agreement
between the government and

' Extortion, abduction on
rise in Bandarban

the Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity on
December 2.

Local leaders said after the
agreement, a bright prospect of
implementing development
workers with financial assis-
tance from donor countries has
been created. A number of fake
NGOs have already sprung up in
the hill tracts to take the ad-
vantage of development works
of the region, the major devel-
opment works of which are
likely to be implemented by the
NGOs. '

They also urged the authori-
ties concerned to take immedi-
ate steps to combat the growing
terrorism in the region.
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The first secretary of Australian High Commission in
Bangladesh, Jason Reynolds on January 13 visited the
self-employment development project of Bangladesh
Friendship Education Society (BFES) at Rampal in
Bagerhat district. Australian High Commission has been

assisting this

project financially. Raqib Hossain,

Development Officer of the high commission was also

present there.

Kalpa Ranjan urges
residents of hill
region not to be

misled by opposition
KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 19:
Minister without. portiolio
Kalpa Ranjan Chakma
called upon the residents of
the hill regions not to be misled
by the opposition propaganda
against the peace agreement on
Chittagong Hill Tracts as it was
signed considering the interests
of all, reports B55.

"All must realise that the ac-
cord has been signed keeping in
mind the interests of all com-
munities in the hills to estab-
lish permanent peace in the re-
gion,” he said at a public recep-
tion accorded to him at the
Panchhari thana under the hill
district.

The minister said there is 110
scope for any misunderstaid-
ing particularly for the Bengali
speaking people as the accord
has ensured all their constitu-
tional rights including their
rights on land and franchise.

"The agreement is com-
pletely within the purview of
the constitution. said Kalpa
Ranjan. the first cabinet minis-
ter Irom the tribal community
since Bangladesh became inde-
pendent in 1971,

KHULNA, Jan 19: The Power
Deveiopment Board (PDB),
Khulna has given ultimatum to
Khulna Newsprint Mills, eight
state-owned and live private
jute mills and over two thou-
sand business enterprises and
domestic consumers (o pay
their outstanding bills by
February 5 of the current year
or to face legal action includi
disconnection of lines from
February 6.

A highly placed source of
PDB said tﬁat despite frequent
reminders to the consumers no
positive response has yet been

From Staff Correspondent

received from them in the pay-
ment ol bills.

An amount of Taka 9 crore
50 lakh are lying outstanding to
eight state-owned and Taka 3
crore 48 lakh to private jute
mills in Khulna zone. Khulna
Newsprint Mills is yet to pay
Taka 3 core 71 lakh, the source
added.

The Superintending Engi-
neer of Khulna office of PDB
said that Taka 31 crore out of
Taka 53 crore were realised
from Octobers 5 to December 31,
1997 from 57.000 consumers
who were exempted fromn paying
surcharge. This exemption fa-

Khulna PDB's ultimatum to
realise outstanding bills

cility has further been extended
till February 5. 1998 so that
consumiers can take full advan-
tage of their last chance to
avoid severe action for causing
loss to national revenue in
come.

But the co-ordinator of
BJMC, Khulna zone Zakaria
Mallick when contacted, said
that jute mills won't be able to
respond to PDB ultimatum
within the deadline as there is
no business at all even to meet
bare necessity of life. He said,
PDB action, if comes in to
force, will throw 25,000 work-
ers and employees out of job.

2 killed 1n
separate
incidents

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 19 Two
ple. including a 12-year-old-
oy. were killed in two Inci-
dents in the district Jan 17.re-
ports UNB.

Abdul Khaleque, 12, son of
day-labourer rahim, was
hacked to death while he was
cutting sugarcane at a field at
Bababari village in Ka-
markandh thana.

Witnesses said Jamal and
Kawsar, sons of sugarcane field
owner Abul Hossain, attacked
Khaleque after hot exchange of
words.

In another incident, one Ab-
dul Alim, 30, of Kaliabil village
under Raigan] thana was
slaughtered by some miscre-
ants. & w

Local people said the mis-
creants killed him after drag-

ing him out of his house and
eft his body on the wayside.

Separate cases were flled
with the respective police sta-
tions.

GOPALGANUJ: A total of 210 pieces of warm clothes were

distributed among the cold wave victims of Latifpur union

under Gopalganj sadar thana on January 11. Fakrul Bashar,
the newly elected chairman of Latifpur Union Parishad

arranged the programme and Nasiruddin, DC, Gopalganj

inaugurated the programme.
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Paddy procurement drive
may not be achieved

PABNA, Jan 19: The pro-
curement targets of Aman
paddy and rice in the 16 north-
ern districts including Pabna
may not be achieved this year
as the official procurement
price Is much lower than the
market price, reports UNB.

The nmnth-iunﬁ official
procurement drive kicked off
on January 8, but no procure-
ment in many centres was re-
ported even after two weeks
time.

The government has fixed
the price of Aman paddy at Tk
280 per maund while the exist-
ln%mar}:et price is between Tk
300 and Tk 310. Local farmers
are not going to the food
godowns to sell their crop below
the market price.

According to official
sources. Lhe target of procure-
ment in Pabna has been fixed at
3,559 mts of paddy and rice at
1.696 mts. In Sirajganj £:E)zu:ld_',r
3.678 mts and rice 1.696 mis,
Natore-paddy 3,800 mts and
rice 1,500 tons, Lalmonirhat —
paddy 7,726 mts and rice 3,537
mtis, Kurigrain — paddy 5,228
mts and rice 1,228 mts,
Gaibandha— paddy 12,000 mts
and rice 4,618 mts, Rangpur —

paddy 18,084 mts and rice 6,389
mts, Nilphamari — paddy
13,165 mts and rice 10,822 mts,
Joypurhat — paddy 7.636 mts
and rice 3,683 mts, Bogra —
paddy 15,759 mts and rice 9,100
mis, Cnawabganj — paddy
6,701 mts and rice 2,833 mts,
Rajshahi — paddy 6,035 mts
and rice 4,054 mts, Panchagarh
— paddy 10.996 mts and rice
5,067 mts, Thakurgaon —
13,259 mts and rice 4,185 mts
and Dinallpuppaddy 33.180 mts
and rice 11,171 mts.

Agriculture extension offj-
cials said Aman production
would be about 45 lakh n ts this
seasons which would be 1.5
times higher than the produc-
tion fixed in the region.

Huge Indian sarees,

clothes seized

FENI, Jan 19: Chhaﬁalnaj a
police Friday seized huge I’:lw
dian sarees and clothes worth
about Tk 35 lakh, reports UNB.

The smuggled items include
some 45,000 pieces of sarees
and 1,500 meters of clothes. Po-
lice also seized the truck which

Brahmanbaria Newsletter

was carrying the goods.

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 19:
Mushroom growth of hotel and
restaurants in the disirict town
and thana headquarters has
been threatening public health
for long time. Most of the hotels
and restaurants are dirty and
unclean. These are grown near
the DC office, Ananda Bazar,
Kasba Naya Bazar, Sarail
Jame-Mosque, Nasirnagar
ghat, Nabinagar Launch ghat,
Gukarna Launch ghat, near the
Kharampur Mazar and
Akhaura Rail Station. Food-
stuffs are being prepared in
most un-hyginic manner in
these hotels and restaurants.

The foodstulf are kept open in
the big dish for open show. Flies
sit and fly again and again on
those food items.

Unscrupulous owners of ho-
tels and restaurants are doing
.brisk business.

Quacks doing
brisk business

Quacks are on rise in the ru-
ral areas of the district.

A group of youngmen who
are untrained and do not knew
how to prescribe proper
medicine for a patient have be-
come guacks. Most of them fail-
ing to find any job take up this
business. They are half edu-
cated young men who have
completed only primary educa-
tion while only a few of them
have passed the SSC & HSC ex-
aminations. They do their
business at rural hats and
bazars of the district. In Shah-
jadpur Chak Bazar, Malais
Chak Bazar, Daowra, Shah-
bazpur., Bariura. Austagram, |
Chandura. Suhilpur and many
other chak and hat bazar of the

rural arcas of all seven thanas. i

Betel leaf farm

ing

faces setback

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Jan 19: Betel
lealf cultivation in Chandpur
district has been facing a seri-
ous set back.

As a result about ten thou-
sand betel leaf growers have
been passing very hard days.
About ten thousand hectares of
land have been brought under
betel leaf cultivation in all
seven thanas of the district, The
betel leaf growers are in acute
linancial crisis due to various
reasons. Cultivation of betel
leaf nowadays has tiirned costly

as the prices of inputs marked a
sharp rise it the markets than
before. Besides, growers are also
linding it hard to sell betel leaf
in the markets due to competi-
tions and low prices.

Betel leaf growers are also
facing natural calamities like
cold wave, drought, cyclone
very frequently. It may be men-
tioned, once betel leaf was ex-
ported to Pakistan and other
middle-eastern countries, but at

resent export of betel leaf has

1 reduced to a great extent.

Afforestation
drive being
hampered in
Bandarban

BANDARBAN, Jan 19: Works
of two prg(lects undertaken by
the local Forest Department to
rehabilitate Jumia tribal people
and afforestation are being
hampered due to deterioration
of law and order situation in the
district, reports UNB.

Sources said field level activ-
ities of these seven and five
years lurg projects have come
to a standstill with the increas-
ing incidents of toll collection by
a certain group and abduction
of field workers.

It is reported that field work-
ers are scared (o go to the field,
particularly after the abduction
of Ruangchhari Forest Ranger
recerntly.

The projects are being im-
plemented to build up a forestry
through the partnership of Ju-
mia people and for afforestating
the Nara hill, reserve and natu-
ral forest to maintain ecological
balance.

According to local Forest
Department, the seven-year
long project to protect soil from
erosion, rehabilitate Jumia
tribal people and preserve forest
areas with Jumia partnership
was supposed to begin In June
last but the work could not be
started in full swing due to the
adverse situation created by the
terrorists.

The Asian Development
Bank funded project will reha-
bilitate 1,000 Jumia families,
afforest 10,000 hectares of hill
lands and produce two lak
saplings for the afforestation of
government organisations.

Under the second five-year
project began in 1995-96 fiscal,
123.50 acres of land have so far
been brought under the af-
forestation programme.

Warm clothes
distributed
among needy

From Our Correspondent

NARSINGDI, Jan 19: Warm
clothes were distributed to poor
ﬁgoplc at Narsingdi railway sta-

on platform by Narsingdi Ro-
taract Club recently.

The president of the club Md
Obaydur Rahman, vice-presi-
dent Aminul Islam, Secretary,
Shohidul Islam and other Ro-

| tarlans were present there.

Students urged -
to shun politics
of terrorism

HABIGANJ, Jan 19: Prime
Minister's parliamentary af-
fairs advisor Suranjeet Sen
Gupta has said all should come
forward to create a "productive
political atmosphere’ instead
of resorting to terrorism and
destructive politics, reports
UNB.

He made the remarks while
laying the foundation stone of
Sachindra College at Nagura in
Baniachong thana on Saturday.

Sengupla said eradication of
illiteracy should be the main
responsibility for politicians
irrespective of party and opin-
lon,

He said schools and colleges
should be set up at village and
union level to spread education
and increase the rate of liter-
acy.

The advisor urged the stu-
dent organisations to end poli-
tics of lerrorism on campuses
and devote themselves to fight
against corruption.

Acute scarcity of
food 1n rural
areas in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, Jan 19: The
poverty-stricken distr:ss%d
people are rushing increasing
in the town in search of fuocr
and shelter, reports UNB,

These poor people mostly
affected by the natural calami-
ties like recurrent floodings,
drought. cyclone and river ero-
sion have been facing scarcity
of food in rural areas.

Moreover, price spiral of es-
sentials including rice and ata
and lack of job opportunities
forced them to leave their own

areas to eke out their living. In
the absence of nutrition many
of them have been suffering
from various infectious dis-
eases.

Finding no other way out,
most of these floating people
have resorted to heggin% to
maintain their livelihood. It is
alleged that many of the young
women beggars have resorted to
immoral activities for their
survival giving rise to anti-so-
cial activities In the town.

The town dewellers have
urged the authority concerned
to take immediate steps to re-
habilitate these destitute people

in the urban areas.




