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Nawaz Says It

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in a ma-
Bangladesh has
made a categorical announcement that 'Biharis'
stranded in Bangladesh would now be repatriated
to Pakistan. Quite sagaciously he has done so in Is-
lamabad on his return from the Three-Nation
Business Summit in Dhaka. The Pakistan Prime
Minister has gratifyingly left no shadow of doubt
about his visualising a wholesale repatriation of
the stranded Pakistanis — of course, under a time-
frame.

We welcome this refreshing change in the out-
look of relations between Pakistan and Bangla-
desh vanguarded by Nawaz Sharif. To all intents
and purposes this looks like a sea change from
what had been a palpably demurring attitude of

Benazir Bhutto's government to the vestigial |

remnants of our problems with Pakistan. Nawaz
Sharif's excellent gesture comes through to us basi-
cally as a reiteration of the policy he had adopted
on the question of repatriation during his earlier
tenure as Prime Minister of Pakistan. Yet there is
more to this demonstrative consistency of this
man; for he has had a greater electoral mandate
this time around than before and has emerged
squarely vindicated lately through a test of
strength with the former President and Chief Jus-
tice. So that he is eminently in a position to fulfil
his commitments on an outstanding issue.

The Pakistan Prime Minister's acceptance of
the obligation is predicated upon this operative
sentence: "as soon as sufficient money is collected
arrangements would be made to bring the stranded
Pakistanis back". For all we know, the Rabita
Alam Al Islami which is based in Saudi Arabia,
had once played an active role in raising fund for
the purpose and is also currently gearing up efforts
to do the same, according to Pak Premier himself.
In fact, we urge the whole international commu-
nity, the UNHCR and the OIC in particular, to come
forward in aid of Pakistan for the sake of under-
taking this human settlement process of enormous
contemporary relevance. =

Nawaz Sharif has befriended Bangladesh- by
committing to resolve the long-standing question
and has certainly got his image move up the hu-
manitarian scale in eye of the rest of the world.

Troubled Chittagong

Chittagong seems to be under the spell of an evil
eye. Nothing is going right there. Country’s pre-
mier port has been in the limbo for a long time. In
addition to that, law and order situation has dete-
riorated drastically in the port city. Violence re-
lated death has shot up there at an alarming rate.
Thirty-eight lives, reveals a Star report, have been
lost over a period of ten weeks. An assortment of
unfortunate occasions have led to this irreparable.
loss.. If our indisereet and unfeeling politics. took
the stage as the ambassador of death tirst then the
failure of the law enforcing agency to tackle social
evils like extortion has certainly been the most
abetting factor of late.

The business community in Chittagong seems to
be the most vulnerable group. An organised gang is
sponging businessmen with impunity. They are
holding people to ransom and, when refused, are
killing their ‘targets’ wantonly. This has been go-
ing for a long time.

We condemn the failure of the local administra-
tion to tide over this spate of violence that has
gripped the people of Chittagong so terribly. Let
alone the peace, security in the local context , what
message are we giving to the world in view of the
relentless government bleating about Bangladesh
being some sort of a haven when it comes to in-
vestment? Is this the sanctuary we are trying to
‘sell’ to the world ?

Law and order is essential for development. All
our slogans for development will end in mere
sound and fury if our premier port city remains
caught in a cycle of violence rnuncF the year.

Problem in Chittagong has become too chronic
and expansive to be a source of headache for the
local authorities only . We feel time has come for
the Ministry of Home to play a more assertive and
cooperative role in this matter. A solo initiative on
the part of the Home Minister would be a most wel-
come move to start with. From the reports pub-
lished in the press so far it appears deterioration of
law and order in Chittagong owes more to ineffi-
ciency of the local police force than sudden em-
boldening of the criminals. An administrative jolt

in the law enforcing agency can bring a wholesome
change.

Good Little BOI Initiative

Farooq Sobhan's appaintment as the executive
chairman seems to have added a spring in BOI's
(Board of Investment) stride. Under the leadership
of the former foreign Secretary, the government
agency primarily assigned to lure foreign investors
has shown a welcome understanding of a few home
truths. First impression often proves to be the de-
termining factor in the future of any relationship,
business or otherwise. And no place is better than
country’s international airport to do justice to this
notion. And by setting up a counter at the Zia In-
ternational Airport BOI has just done that. These
little responses to common sense psychology can
contribute significantly towards improving
Bangladesh's business profile to the world.

We would like to interpret this as a kind of
warming up in actual terms of the relevant agency
to the government's agenda for establishing the
country as an investment destination. Manned by
BOI officials this counter, reportedly will work .
round the clock to provide services to the foreign
investors. We hope the counter delivers the job in
giving a real boost to our investment aspiration.
The decision of distributing fliers containing

business info in the Bangladesh-bound flights of
tt:lilﬂ'erent airlines is also a step in the right direc-
on.

There may not be any guarantee to other vari-
ables like political stability to make sure that for-
€ign investors remain focused on Bangladesh un-
failingly but certainly a great deal can be done

way o flvlng a push here and nudge there. We loo
forward to more BOI activism. ¢

]

|

A Shattered

T independence in 1947 In-
Agia. one of the world's
ncient civilizations
further enriched by streams of
conquering races, nationalities
and relirﬁnun communities,
aspired in its own right to be a
ﬁn:at power and began to chart
s future course accurding‘}y. A
vanishing breed of India's
national liberation leaders
with a burning passion for the
country's greatness in their
hearts were convinced of its
reat power status hitherto
eferred only by colonial
subjugation. The country's
continental size, its nearly one
billion population, its
command over Indian ocean —
the traditional highway be-
tween the East and West — its
strategic clout arising out of its
proximity to Eurasian land-
mass and above all its demo-
cratic way — t all combined
to sufficiently vindicate its as-
pirations. And the prospects
seemed bright with Jawahar Lal
Nehru, a visionary and a leader
of the global stature at the
helm. India., under Nehru's
meticulous guidance laid down
the foundation of an infrastruc-
ture that constitutes power. The
idea of India's great power sta-
tus had however been rife ever
earlier since when Indian lead-
ers had been exhorting its place
to be only alongside the world's
ﬁreat centres of power i.e. the
SA, the West Europe and the
former Soviet Union. With the
British exit from the subconti-
nent India's elitist leadershi
was rather obsessed with find-
ing India's 'place’ in the world
while setting priorities in na-
tion building agenda. Neverthe-
less it was not oblivious of the
history's pointer that China
also would be a serious competi-
tor in the race. -

But in the aftermath of Sec-
ond World War when an ex-
hausted colonial power was
obliged to grant India her free-

" dom and she was eagerly wooed

't:?' the power blocs at the outset
ol a bipolarity in the interna-
tional politics, today's China
was not even born. Mao was
still fighting the Chinese na-

HE killing of Tariqullah,
a newly elected chairman
of Aganagar in Kerani-

anj thana of Dhaka dis-
trict followed by the retaliatory
and gruesome killing of Noor
Mohammad alias Noor Com-
mander, a veteran freedom
fighter on January 4 last in
broad day light has sent chills
up anybody's spines. Most hor-
riftying to recount, people loyal
to Tariqullah shoved Neor Mo-
hammad into a gunny bag, after
they had chopped him into
pieces, and set’ it ablaze' in
redence of hundreds of stupe-
Hr:d and' dumbfounded ‘onlook- |
ers and even law enforcers.

"~ People are horrified by this
and other Kkillings going on
without respite in and outside
the city. But are we really sur-

rised? With so much of vio-
ence going on day in and day
out in our streets and localities
we have become a nation where
one's problems or disagree-
ments are too often resolved by
taking the life of another hu-
man being. Sadly true, we as a
nation perhaps
in the sanctity of life.

Reports gleaned from the law
enforcement agency sources re-
veal that Tariqullah, lately a
BNP supporter and the first
elected chairman of the newly
constituent anagar Union
Parishad in the Keraniganj
thana had been a known terror-
ist. He had changed sides too
often and at every opportune
moment to suit his needs and
goals. In fact, lack of moral and
virtually no prick of conscience
in our political parties had kept
them busy wooing criminals
like Tariqullah and his likes
and striking alliances of conve-

ave lost belief

Tilﬂumgh India has a tremendous Eapacity for national regeneration and renewal, the current political
decline in India together with enormous domestic problems and hostility from outside for her stands on

nuclear issues make the realisation of the dream of the nation's foundi hers extremely difficult.
tionalists aided by the imperi- cold war power configurations in the US Congress. He madea  that India had at the most, a
alist powers in a bitter struggle across the world. reference to the house of South Asia policy or a Pakistan
to wrest in China. In con- India once wanted to be con- honoured with the presence o policy. She has so much over-
trast, India, by then the largest sidered in the same league as greatmen in the past that in- E]nyed the security threat from
democracy of the world, was al- the western . Now she is  cluded Nehru of India. Today an stan that her much supe-
ready a darling of the west and not equated even with China Indian Prime Minister has to rior status has perforce been
the country was hailed as anew ando held at par with Pak- wait for the US president's con-  trivialised. As a result the in-
and major voice in the world. istan much to the disdains of venience to have a 40-minute ternational community tends
Notwithstanding the partition Indians. India was clearly out- meeting which does not get a to see her as an entity compara-
of the subcontinent, even a stripped by China when the lat- line in can press or a blip  ble to Pakistan. Now she cannot

truncated India was revered in
the international arena and her
political ascendancy was mete-
oric while Pakistan was de-
spised as a theoretic state of
gross political aberration. Even
when People's Republic of
China liberated herself in 1949
it was India which practically
held China by hand and
brought her into the Afro-Asian
community. Henceforth India
scaled new heights as leader of
non-aligned movement and as
the catalyst or participant of
many global events of conse-
quence. It was when china was
still looking for a window to the
world.

Today [ifty years hence,
whereas America and other
western countries view China
as a power in its own right India
is nearly always seen as one
part of a troubled subcontinent
or at the best a powerful rival of
Pakistan in their bitter straggle
over Kashmir. Instead of being

~ a global power she remains at

the most a regional power em-
broiled in managing her rela-
tionship with a bunch of 'recal-
citrant’ neighbours. In the
meantime a new centre of power
with Japan as an economic su-

rpower and East Asian tigers
orming a prosperity zone in
the pacific put up formidable
challenge to India's aspira-
tions. A prosperous and reuni-
fied Germany also comes up as
an independent pivot of power
in Europe on the same counts as
those of Britain and France. It
is still undetermined as to
where India stands during the
post Second World War ﬂﬂlf post

‘highly

ter afflicted her southern
neighbour with a crushing de-
feat in 1962 Himalayan war.
Two years later when China
exploded her first nuclear
bomb, Nehru died broken
hearted with his world view and
the vision of India as a great
power lying in tatter. Now on-
ward it was China's turn to be
on the ascendancy. With her
finger firmly fixed on nuclear
button she was admitted into

on American television. When
the heads of state of two impor-
tant countries meet usually the
strategic issues figure promi-
nently in the discussion. But
the Prime Minister primed with
strategic ideas seemed to be
summarily disposed off after
Clinton's pet sermons on the
critical importance of India's
economic reforms vis-a-vis
#bal economic opportunities.

e failure to use ton-Gu-
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} by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

exclusive nuclear club
without much fuss. Her admis-
sion into UN Security Council
was only matter of time. With
Nixon's adoption of one China
policy in 1972, China quiety
slipped into the slot of Taiwan
as a permanent member of se-
curity council. Within a time
span of less than a quarter of a
century China was a bonafide
great power. India, on the con-
trary, was left to lurch in her
inability even to catch up with
China in half a century — what
to talk of ever catching up with
elite old traditional powers of
the west.

India's disappointment s
revealed in more graphic term
when it comes to the specifics.
There was a time when John
Kennedy took pleasure in men-

tioning Nehru during his speech

jral meeting in September last
year to discuss security issues
or India’s possible role in re-
gional or Ngluhal security is
viewed in New Delhi as one of
continuing sets back in her
power projection, Only two
months later when Chinese
President goes there Clinton
puts in elaborate home work on
what to talk to him and media
overflows with Jiang's doing
and sa . Many Indians are
baffled now at such a precipita-
tion of their national status.
But the Indians are no less
responsible for the decline in
their fortune. For decades India
has been so obsessed with sub-
continental affairs that it had

practically no fore licy in
global lu% ﬂpectg.;lpgn aspi--

rant for a global status. Instead,
its critics have said, derisively,

even regain the respectability of

looked upon as a potential
contender of China. She wants
a permanent seat in UN

Security Council but sets no -

moral standard of her conduct
in the region where her smaller
neighbours were twisted, ca-
joled or intimidated for decades
on petty issues — let alone a dis-

Bi:y of her magnanimity for
weaks

It is not thus surprising that
India's passion for rise to
has now turned into paranoid
sense of insecurity — particu-
larly at the s e of a resur-
gent, fast gowmg China. Inse-
curity in other sense arises also
from her n doubts that
the outside world persistently
refuses to accord India her due.
China's indifference coupled
with her steady progress on all
fronts visibly wounds the pride
and psyche of India's governing
Elitl: and ful.:}; India's drive for
er nf)paren purposeless, ex-
pensive defence build-up de-
priving vast multitude of her
population even of the basic
needs of life.

Although Nehru himself,
cashing on the western senti-
ments against communist
China, initiated the build-up
soon after India's humiliating
defeat in Sino-Indian war, his
daughter Indira Ghandhi is
considered the real archited of
modern India's world class
military with an undisclosed
number of nuclear bomb, in-
digenously designed or modi-
fied long range missiles, air-
craft, tanks, artillery and de-
fence electronics. a's fourth

The New Faces of Terror

by Md Asadullah Khan

It would be u-;:;mpriate to say that if political parties or some invisible "godfathers" are bankrolling
terrorism as they did in the case of Tariqullah, Sweden Aslam, Joseph or Bikash, then there is very

little left for the people to pin any further hope for peace, survival and development.

nience. That undoubtedly paid
off for Tariqullah in as much as
the fact that he rose, with an
education of class V from a
boatman to a moneyed man of
uncounted treasure and assets.

There were at least half a dozen
ctithinal cases apai

arms act. extortionism, land
grabbing. smuggling, murder
and rape and women traffick-
ing. He was allegedly involved in
the killing of one Ratan, a busi-

nessman in Badamtoli area of

the Dhaka city. Tariqullah's rise
as a gangster and mastan was
meteoric, unhindered and un-
challenged either by the law
enforcement agency or by the
people in his area. As reports,
reveal in fact, he unl:asﬂgd a
reign of terror right from the
year 1975 till the time of his as-
sassination. A focus on the re-
ports may reveal how crime sets
its trend in the society.

After the shocking upheaval
in the country in 1975, as re-
ports reveal, qullah became

a member of the clandestine
‘oil-pilferage” group in the
Sadarghat area of the Dhaka
citf. He made a fortune by
selling pilfered oil in the market
without any resistance from an

quarters. His group rule

sugrcme right from the year
1977. He was implicated in a
with
was

murder case in 1982 alo
"Galakata Kamal". Kama

‘him, as !
the ‘palice sources now'allege, ‘in

sentenced to death but
Tariqullah escaped scot free
and later he became the leader
of the infamous and clandestine
"Tariga group”. His activities
spread to menacing proportions
in 1984 when he grabbed lands
in' areas adjacent to "Hlﬁm-
hal Cinema ' Hall" 'in the cit
and set up brothels ity that l:ra{
besides having total control of
the ferry ghats of Keranigan),
and Sadarghat launch termi-
nals. Incensed by his nefarious
designs, people living in the
precincts of Nagar Mahal Cin-
ema hall at that time set the
brothels ablaze when he shifted
his trafficking business to
"Agamasih area”. Most intrigu-
ing and shocking, during %1!4
shad regime, Tariqullah's clan-
destine activities were bolstered
by the rulin%J party through
anting him license for three
re arms. Tariqullah unleashed
a reign of terror in the Kerani-
ganj area — during '88 election
through murder and taking
control of the election booths
and hijacking of ballot boxes. In
the 1988 election, Tariqullah
and his men, as reports are
now available allegedly mur-
dered at least 8 persons namely
Baikuntha Beara, Bashar and
others in the Keraniganj area.

Reports further reveal that
since deserting "Jati " in
1991, Tariqullah joined the

then ruling party and collected
tolls to the tune of Taka ten

lakh each months through
ranting route permit for
aunches and allowing dockin
in the Sadarghat and mto
area. Reports further reveal that
Tariqullah owns three ‘luxury
entertainment gardens” in the
areas namel iganj. Agana-
gar and ani premises and
as a resort to keéep law en-
forcement agency and other
stalwarts happy he often threw
“entertainment parties”. "Tariqa
Bahini”, it is now known main-
tained a cadre force of 450
members equipped with lethal
arms. Most shocking, Tariqul-
lah and his cadre forces were so
Eowcr[ul that no FIR was taken
Ny the police when Javed and
urul were killed during Er-
shad regime believably by his
men. Shockingly, the past gov-
ernments and law mlgrc:mcnl
agency stood by silently
watc thel:c dastardly acts
to rise to such a ro-
rtion. People mpbc-
ieve that crime breeds crime,
and inevitably more criminal
actions are pl the society
into chaos and Y
These dastardly criminal ac-
tivities of a microscopic section
of the populace should have
alerted the politicians and ad-

ministrators to re-evaluate the
goals of democratic society. Ev-

eryday concerns of security and
safety of the society should not
have been mortgaged to the
ideology of power, wealth and

violence. Future problems, peo-
le now sadly but increasin

lieve, would be fought be-
tween and st different or-
ganisations and criminal
groups. The sooner this reality
is understood, the better. It is
in, this light that our leaders,
politicians and custodians of
the society must take appropri-
ate measure to curb terrorism,
including trafficking of all sorts.

Most people now say that
the country is faced with a cri-
sis of governance the root cause
of which is the "flawed design”
of our democracy. While com-
mitting ourselves to the dictum
of development,-taking mea-
sures that would enable us to
ensure law, order and stability,
we tend to think that eve
is fair in love, war and politics.
The resulting situation is that
most ﬁlle in the country are
now c‘ t¥1 distressed with the
failure of the state to fulfil their
expectations of good gover-
nance. In such an atmosphere
of despair, cynicism, fear and
paralysing consequences, one
can see the biggest danger of
muscle-manry and terrorism
creeping into the society and
overtaking state power and
runmnpg a Iaaralie} administra-
tion. :ndpe now learn with
u}_mﬁ an trcpidaljunththat a list
of only thirty "godfathers” pre-
pared at the behest of thr.plaw
enforcing agency can't be pub-

- 'symbolic

Dream of India's Rise to Power

largest military of the world
owes a great deal to her for all
the impulses she provided to it's
build up. Even India's military-
industrial complex has now
come off an age as evident from
her ability to build launchers

capable a full -
tional !atepll‘;temnifltu o tm
last year notwithstan an

US blockade of her deal for a
powerful rocket ne tech-
nol from Russia some years
gg, ut the unfortunate part of

whole exercisé is: To what
purpose has this phenomenal
military capability been built
up? New Delhi has t
been loathe to explain its de-
fence aims. Also otherwise In-
dia has never succeeded in ar-
ticula or pursuing her de-
fence in a coherent, disci-
plined fashion. Is it only be-
cause she is big?

While India's defence pre-
paredness seems Pakistan-spe-
cific, she has at no stage aban-
doned its intention to achieve a
equivalence’
with China obviously to ap-
Brna:h a world power status.

ut as the ences over half
a century make it abundantly
clear, the two would never go to-
Euethe:;l She hﬂil eittl)l;r to trivi-
se her position targeti
Pakistan and be happy a% thgg
or raise her sight to target
China after amicably settling
her differences with Pakistan
as well as other South Asian
neighbours. India has not done
either. Instead, she is in a mad
rush to augment her military
haps to earn the dubious so-
uet of ‘an upper volta with
roc ' — a term the Americans
coined for the Russians du
the closing years of the Union.

Although India has a tremen-
dous capacity for national re-
generation and renewal, the
current political decline in In-
dia together with enormous
domestic problems and hostil-
ity from outside for her stands
on nuclear issues make the re-
alisation of the dream of the
nation's founding fathers ex-
tremely difficult, if not totally
unattainable.

lished not to speak of arresting
them, for reasons known to the
administration only. It would
therefore be aplzls;'npﬂatt to con-
clude that if tical es or
some invisible "godfathers" are
bankrolling terrorism as they
did in the case of Tariqullah,
Sweden Aslam, Joseph or
Bikash, then there is very little
left for the people to pin any
further hope for peace, survival
and development.

How shocking is it that the
law enforcers proved s larly
incompétént fri meeting the se<
curfty needs of Badamtoli Fruit
M ant'Associdtion? I the
face of repeated extortion raids
hg the musclemen, traders in
that area had to arrange their
own security by collecting peo-
ple of their won hordes through
sounding alarm bells like siren!

That means law enforcers
have given in to the extortionist
forces who appear to be
stronger by all counts! On the
other hand our experience onl
shows that once an individu
or a group of the business
community pays a ransom, it
only its susceptibility to
fear. ;;n; t.tll_lﬂs is ceaselessly ex-

it e extortionist
Elnod the vicious cycle of E?‘l:uﬁ
and payment never ends. Thus
by giving in the extortionists'
demands for tolls, we only per-
petuate the problem rather
than solve it. So some ple
now think that enough dpeoﬂma.ge
has been done and one cannot
ullnul:r them to wreak more havoc
in the country. But the
is : should the people fﬂm
Badamtoli fruit merchants or

expect the law enforcers to act,
for whom they pay taxes?

-
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Agonies of an old
man

Sir, It is hard to carry the
load of worries and agonies in
present times. Let it be ex-
pressed in the form of a short
poerm.

Hark! Dear,

Bangladeshi people

Corruption, injustice and
violence everywhere

My heart echoes the sound of
a great fear

Let the suffering humanity
find a loving care

You, she and I long for a last-
ing peace to bear.

Abu Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka

Guarantee for pure
water

Sir, There has been lot of
talks about pure drinking wa-
ter. The national radio, televi-
sion, newspapers, seminars
etc., has been regularly propa-
gating the importance of drink-
ing pure water by all, and seri-
ous health hazards associated

~ to polluted water are being

pointed out,

Nowadays a lot of companies
are marketing bottled water
which are supposed to produce
pure water and each of them
claiming to be the best. There is
no follow-up from the govern-
ment or checking these, claims.
As a result, consumers are to-
tally confused. We want our
government to verify these
claims either thrnw ICDDR,B,
UNICEF, WHO, Micro-biology
departments of universities or
NGOs concerned and re ly
nform the l?eo le about ;

This will eliminate from the
public mind, any fear or c,
about various pollutants in-
cluding arsenic in our drinking

_water and protect them from
wastling money.

Aduv Shelkkh Aktarul Islam
Bangladesh Supreme Court
Room No: 26

Dhaka

Pay-scale for
Pourasabha

employees

Sir, The pgovernment has
been pleased to announce the
new national pay-scale for all
the employees of the govern-
ment, semi-government and
autonomous bodies. The
decision has been implemented
in almost all the organisations
but the employees of the

Pourasabha, especially of the
Jessore Pourasabha, have not
yet got the same. The

Pourasabhas are playing most
important role for maint
all-round welfare of the town-
dwellers concerned.

As a consequence of the sky-
high prices of the daily com-
modities and essentials the
employees concerned are suffer-
ing badly. The Government, es-
pecially the Ministry of LGRD
and Cooperatives are requested
to look into the matter immedi-
ately so that the Pourasabha
employees may get the new a?r-
scale before the ensuing holy
Eid-ul-Fitr.

Md Abdul Latif Khalifa
Jessore

Dormitories for the

shelterless

Sir, Bangladesh is already
prone to floods. Now due to
global climatic change our
country is also hit by cold
waves. In most of the times
when any part of our country is

affected by flood, the flood vic-
- tims are temporary accommo-

dated in schools and colleges
and they are also provided with
ordinary food by the govern-
ment.

But unfortunately our gov-
ernment does not take any
measures worth mentioning ex-
cept distributing a handful of
clothes and a few blankets to
mitigate the sufferings of the

.

In the metropolitan city of
Dhaka alone, we see and find
hundreds of shelterless poor
children, old men and women
passing their dreadful nights
under the open sky on foot-
paths and roadsides at Gulis-
tan, Stadium, Kamalapur Rail-
way Station, Sadarghat and
many other places. Their suffer-
ings need no description.

We would request the gov-
ernment especially the Minis
of Works and Ministry of LG
to kindly do something to save
the helpless and needy ple
from the clutches of the cold
wave.

We suggest that in some ar-
eas of Dhaka and other towns a
few dormitory-type build-
ing/halls may be constructed
enabling the destitutes and
shelterless people to pass their
nights under a roof and to pro-
tect themselves from the cold
wave in winter and rains in
MOonsoon.

0O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Crime and

punishment
Sir, Sadia Afrin Lovely, an
HSC-passed student from Lal-
matia Mohila College, was bru-
tally killed in broa dayliiht on
December 30, 1997 by a heart-

play such a despe

less lover, Nasir, after she
turmed down his marriage pro-
posal. Nasir fled the scene and
is still absconding.

The repression of women has
been increasing day by day
rather than decreasing, and the
killing of Lovely is another ad-
dition to the series of cruelt
done to women. This has al-
ready worried us about the se-
curity of women.

e culprit must be arrested
Avithout any delay, brought un-
der trial and given exempl
punishment which would be a

precedent to the crime-monger-
ing people.

Md Aminul Islam

lish
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Critism for the Sake
of Criticism ?

Sir, Critics are always wel-
come in a society for without
them no society can prosper
and develop. but they must
know their limits, must know
where to stop. In other words,
their criticism must be con-
structive instead of the popular
destructive ones ruling our
country. For example, the gov-
erning party in Bangladesh
presently is playing the role of
the greatest critic, as they al-
ways criticise every move of
BNP, the largest opposition
party of our country. And BTV
seems to be the best in doing it!
Each and every day there has to
be a programme in BTV that
must have something to say
against BNP. Even the main
news do not s BNP.

This has only made it lose its
objective character that a news
should be gnw:rned by. At least
during BNP's rule did not
rate role and

yet if we come to think of it, did
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Awami League in the opposition
play its due role? Did it not do
all these that BNP is doing now
and in_fact even more? Can
anyone forget the way they
stripped an office-goer amidst
hartal, not spaﬁnﬁlmn the
aged ones, during the non-co-
operation movement days? |
admit that BNP did commit
some excesses du its time
but that does not mean that if
BNP had eaten cow dun
Awami League will have to fol-
low suit.

Let us now come to BTV
programmes. Everyday there is
some programme or the other
concerning the CHT and always
the same people involved
in the di on talk! Can this
sort of ridiculous efforts and
action of BTV convince the
people of the supposed
milestone that this treaty is
thought to have established?
One should not take for granted
all people to be fools!

Naseem Farhad
259/3 Parbata
Mirpur 10, Dhaka

Almighty doctors!

Sir, There are many people
across the country who call
themselves doctors although
they have not passed out from
any medical college. According
to their claims, they can cure
any person no matter whatever
diseases they are suffering
from. They have even the rem-
edy of cancer which the most
advanced countries with their
all-out efforts are yet to dis-
cover. These so-called doctors

nerally make their medicine

eing instructed in their
dreams.
The literacy rate of our coun-

try is not above 40 per cent.

ese fake doctors, cnpitnlmnﬁ
the ignorance and simplicity o
common people have de

-

celving so openly that we have
stopped to take any notice of
them.

As far as my knowledge goes,
the Health Minis is en-
trusted to take care of this sort
of social malady. So, the au-
thority concerned must take
strict measures so that these
fake doctors cannot keep on
prnctlcl:l’ﬁi Otherwise, innocent

e not only lose money
t also put their lives at stake.

64/M R K Mission Road,
Gopibagh, Dhaka-1203

Special WC cricket
Sir, We know, the Special
World Cup cricket tournament
will be held in B desh, in-
stead of Sharjah, with nine

Test-playing countries. It
nhoulg I:ga gnod experience for

But Bangladesh does not
have the chance to participate
in the tournament! Why
Bangladesh should not also be
%ven an opportunity to play in
the tournament as a host coun-

Lry?

Shohel Rana
5091 Zia Hall Dhaka University

A bag with a map

_Sir, A lady's school-bag, with
a map drawn on it, is being sold
in Dhaka city has drew my at-
tention, and as a conscious citi-
zen, | am very much worried. It
shows that Bangladesh is a part
of neighbouring India. [ think it
has already tarnished the pres-

¢ of my beloved motherland.

e authorities concerned are
humbly requested to take a

drastic step against those who
are invol in such a deed.

Shuib Ahmed
98/ 1, East Raja Bazar Dhaka



