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OHAMMAD Nawaz
Sharif at 47 is one of the
ost experienced and

dynamic of the younger

eneration of Asia's leaders.

ew others have covered as
much ground as he has since his
entry into public life at the age
of 32 when he was invited to be-
come the Finance Minister of
Punjab, Pakistan's most pn%u—
lous province. More than his
background in industry, it was
his natural gift for separating
the essential from the inessen-
tial that soon earned him his
reputation as a quick and for-
tright decision-maker. He
makes difficult and compli-
cated decisions appear simple,
and he has learnt not to ﬁ:se
sight of the wood for the trees. A
result-oriented leader, he has
always stayed clear of wasteful
and self-defeating bureaucratic
exercises. He has no patience
with red tape.

Nawaz Sharif's early educa-
tion was at Lahore where he
went to the famous St. Antho-
ny's School. It was there that he
developed what became a life-
long interest in cricket. He,
however, preferred studies to
cricket and moved to Lahore's
Government College, one of the
sub-continent's most celebrated
educational institutions. Four

ears later — by which time he
ad completed his graduation —
he went to the Punjab Univer-
sity Law College where he took a
dE%EE in law two years later. If
he had ambitions of becoming a

business, Ittefag, whic
played a pioneering role in the
establishment of the iron and
steel industry in Pakistan.
Then dawned the fateful year of
1981 when this enterprising
}ruun%lman was called upon to
join the Punjab Cabinet as Fi-
nance Minister. From that
]::tt:_hint on, politics became his
o .
Nawaz Sharif has an inner
calmness which has enabled
him to weather out and survive
the vicissitudes of politics. He is
a man of quiet determination
who never gives up, once his
course is set and Eis mind is
made up. These qualities have
stood him in good stead through
an eventful political career
which has had more than its
share of ups and downs. As Pun-
jab's Finance Minister, he
quickly attracted notice because
of his progressive ideas and
innovative approach. As a
ifuung leader of industry, he had
earnt that success lay in adapt-
new ideas and reaching out
for well-defined goals. His belief
in the dynamics of change and
his faith in the efficacy of
individual enterprise was to
help him formulate and im-
plement new and bold economic
policies, something that has be-
come his hallmark. He was one
of the first leaders in Asia to see
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that the day of state monopoly
and state capitalism was done
and the age of private enterprise
was upon us. He was to have
many opportunities to test the
validity of this idea.

Three years after his induc-
tion into public life, he was pre-
sented with his most important
and challenging assignment,
when at the age of 35, he became
the Chief Minister of Punjab,
the youngest man in history to
have attained that position. He
was able to more than justify
the faith placed in his abilities
as an economic planner and
administrator. His first tenure
as Punjab's chief executive was
a popularly acknowledged suc-
cess which was why in 1988, he
was re-elected with a comfort-
able lead.

In the 1990 national elec-
tions, Nawaz Sharif moved on
to the national political scene
scoring a brilliant victory at
the head of the Islamic Demo-
cratic Alliance, a grouping of
nine political parties which had
come together to take on the
corrupt and high-handed Pak-
istan People's Party regime of
Benazir Bhutto. His five-year
term as Prime Minister, man-
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dated by the electorate, was
brought to an end only 30
months later through a con-
spiracy hatched by Benazir
Bhutto in League with certain
olitical pressure groups and
obbies. However, in the all too
brief period in which he had
been allowed to stay in office,
Nawaz Sharif changed Pak-
istan and the thinking of its
people forever. His term was
marked by the opening up of the
national economy and the
flowering of private enterprise.
Nawaz Sharif has always be-
lieved in less, rather than more
government, which is what
makes him different from every
other Pakistani leader of the
past. He demonstrated his faith
in the entrepreneurial skills of
the people by freeing the coun-
try’'s economy of strangulatory
bureaucratic regulations. He
announced to the world that
Pakistan was open for business
and he declared that he would
make it one of the miracle
economies of Asia. Ironically
he was not allowed to complete
his task.

Through an arbitrary and
conspiratorial act, Nawaz
Sharif's government was dis-
missed by the then President,
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, in April
1993 on a frivolous excuse. Once
out of office, the Prime Minis-
ter, his family and his political
followers were subjected to a
witch hunt. His innovative eco-
nomic projects, which had just
begun to bear fruit, were either
disbanded or made to atrophy.
His family businesses were
forced to close down. Over 150
cases were registered against
him and his family and every
unfair method was employed to
break him and his spirit. How-
ever, Nawaz Sharif, the dogged
fighter that he is, refused to give
in, Meanwhile, much to the
chagrin and helplessness of the

persecu Benazir Bhutto gov-
ernment, his popularity kept
rising.

Nawaz Sharifs day finall
came with the 1997 nation
elections when the Pakistan
Muslim League which he had re-
juvenated and turned into a
mass party with dpo ular sup-
port from one end of the coun-
try to the other, swept into
power, makin% its leader the
most overwhelmingly elected
Prime Minister in Pakistan's

50-year history.

Nawaz Sharif's mandate is
without precedent. It symbol-
ises the faith which the people
of Pakistan have placed in Els
leadership and the promise of a
greater more just and more eq-
uitable Pakistan where there
will be no overlords and no un-
derdogs. It is befitting that Pak-
istan has celebrated the Golden
Jubilee of its independence with
Nawaz Sharif in office as its
Prime Minister. It is also befit-
ting that it is he who will lead
his country into the 21st cen-

tury.
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: greater hon-
our, and no ter evidence, of
a people's faith In a leader.
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Bangladesh

E Pakistan Muslim
League led by Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif won a

scintillating victory in the
February 1997 general elections
with 135 seats in the National
Assembly and representation
from all four provinces,
including the federal capital
area of Islamabad.

Sharif was sworn in as the
country’'s 19th Prime Minister
on 17 February 1997, the second
time the people of Pakistan had
reposed their confidence in

hirth i
e identified Pakistan's
large foreign debt as the most
serious and immediate problem
and called upon the nation, in-
cluding the country's large ex-
ﬁatriate community, to lend a
and in helping the govern-
ment balance its ks.

Nawaz Sharif put industrial
rejouvenation as another im-
portant objective of his gov-
ernment and while prnviging
the investors with new incen-
tives, he made it possible for
workers to become sharehold-
ers up to five percent of the total
holding in their company. He
also pgave Pakistanis ﬂvmg
abroad the right to vote in elec-
tions at home.

The first national budget
unveiled by the Muslim League
government was free of any
taxes, a step without precedent
in Pakistan's history. It was
popularly hailed with commen-
tators agreeing that it was the
best possible budget to grapple
with the worst economic crisis
ever faced by country, The prin-
cipal beneficiaries of the new
measures were the least advan-
taged sections of society.

Sharif announced far-reach-
ing social reforms aimed at en-
couraging thrift, discouraging
wasteful expenditure on tradi-
tional observances, establish-
ment of the merit principle in
public service, new laws to deal
with heinous and dehumanis-
ing crimes against women such
as ra?e, simplicity in official
lifestyles and transparency of
government operations. He also
took steps to make it exceed-
ingly difficult to divert public
funds to unauthorised, ill-ad-
vised or personalised use.

The Prime Minister also or-
dered all government expendi-

ture to be reduced to the mini-
mum. He forewent his own

salary and vowed that he would
use official transport only if the
purpose was official. He also
drastically cut foreign tours,
including his own and reduced
the size of his official entourage
when he travelled abroad to a
"bare bones” level.

Under a new Social Action
Programme, the Muslim League
government decided to set up
primary schools everywhere
and asked that mosques should
be used for teaching p ses as
well. To help the children of
wnrking people go to school,
Nawaz Sharif ordered the estab-
lishment of a large number of
higher secondary schools. The
Prime Minister vowed to take
all necessary steps to protect
the rights of all religious mi-
norities and to give them the
opportunity to grow and pros-
per.

A special fund was set up by
the Prime Minister for the up-
lift of youth so that it could play
its naturally ordained role in
the development and progress
of the country. To mark half a
century of Pakistan's estab-
lishment, he announced a five-
year remission in the prison
terms of those serving life sen-
tences. Others were also ac-
corded the facility depending on
the period of their incarcera-
tion.

To curb sectarian and fac-
tional violence, an anti-terror-
ism law was passed in August
which enabled the government
to set up special courts for
S justice. The new legisla-
tion also contained a provision
for the deployment of the coun-
try's armed forces if a provin-
cial government apprehended
an outbreak of sectarian vio-
lence and requested the federal
government to come to its aid.

Nawaz Sharif must also take
credit — though by tempera-
ment, he is not given to seeking
any — for bringing an end to
what had derisively come to be
called "VIP culture”. He abol-
ished special facilities accorded
to certain select citizens at air-

rts and other public places.

e also put an end to all sym-
bols of official ostentation such
as flag cars for cabinet minis-
ters. These steps were enthusi-
Astically welcomed by the -
- ple who had for long demanded

=~ On the foreign policy front,
Nawaz Sharif rgnr:wed i ickly,
declaring normal and friendly
relations with neighbourin
countries, India being on top o
e list, as his first priority. He

so called for peaceful settle-
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ment of all outstanding dis-
utes, including Kashmir which
e called the core issue since it
involved the exercise of the
right of self-determination by
the Kashmiri people. He said
the foreign policy of Pakistan
would be based on the father of
the nation, Quaid-i-Azam Mo-
hammed All Jinnah's famous
precept: friendship with all,
enmity with none.

In May 1997, the Prime Min-
ister, in Male, Maldives, to at-
tend the 9th summit of the
South Asian Alliance for Re-
ﬁinnal Cooperation (ASARCO]),

eld discussions with | K Gujral,
his Indian counterpart. Since
normalisation of relations
with India was part of the
Pakistan Muslim League’'s elec-
tion manifesto, he took the first
opportunity to get down to this
daunting but crucial task. The
two sides agreed to form work-
ing groups to deal with all out-
standing issues, led by Kashmir.

It was agreed that the For-
eign Secretaries of the two
states would meet and a hotline
established between the two
Prime Ministers. The first
meeting of the two officials
took place in June in New Delhi
and the second one in Islam-
abad in September. The two
leaders agreed to implement
confidence-building measures,
talk about the Siachin glacier
and other such disputes, coop-
erate in order to control and
eliminate drugs trafficking,
step up economic and trade ex-
ch and to take measures to
deal with all contentious mat-

ters in a sPirﬂ of compromise
and mutual accommodation.
Nawaz Sharif visited Iran In
May — he had earlier gone to
Turkey to attend a meeting of
the D-8 Group containing some
countries of South and uth-
east Asia, Africa and the Middle
East — where he signed an
agreement marking the limits

of territorial waters in the Gulf
of Oman. During his visit to
Russia in July. the two coun-
tries signed mutual cooperation
agreements covering culture,
science, education and nar-
cotics trafficking. He also went
to Turkemanistan to attend a
meeting of the Economic Coop-
eration Organisation (ECO).

Another important visit the
Prime Minister made was to
Malaysia in the course of
which, the two countries found
common ground in many areas,
including Malaysia’'s need for
skilled labour from Pakistan
and Pakistan's quest for in-
vestment capital. A memoran-
dum of understanding on in-
vestment and defence was
signed by the two Prime Minis-
ters.

Agriculture being the main-
stay of Pakistan's economy, the
Prime Minister set into motion
a number of steps designed to
modernise and improve this
crucial sector with the empha-
sis placed on an increase in
output and all necessary assis-
tance to the farmer. Support
price of wheat and rice, the sta-
ple crops. the latter being one of
the prime export commodities,
was increased to assist the

farmer, as was that of edible oil
seeds. The duty on import of fer-
tiliser ingredients was slashed
and the power supply charges
for farmers were brought down
appreciably. fcultural credit
was made both abundant and
easier. Small farmers were
given special concessions. Irri-
gation and drainage were im-
roved and a crash programme
aunched to desilt water
courses, To provide a safety net
to landless farm workers, ani-
mals such as milch cows and
sheep were provided to them
through a special scheme. Steps
were taken to increase livestock
production and measures were
initiated to protect animal
health. Research in animal
husbandry was stepped up and
funds made available.

As part of the general eco-
nomic programme, the general
sales tax was cut by nearly one-
third, with the retail trade ex-
empted from any levy. Personal
income tax was reduced and
salaried classes given a tax
break. Tax on companies, both
public and private. was ratio-
nalised and steps taken to bring
untaxed WEEI.H[!IJ under the tax
net. Import duty on machinery
required by export industries
was slashed to ?{} per cent and
all duty removed from raw ma-
terials used by exporters. Major
industrial materials were freed
from procedural bottlenecks
that had hindered their import
and availability.

The Prime Minister also set
up a commitiee to recommend

how government could be
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downsized. The review was also
intended to include semi-gov-
ernment and autonomous or-
ganisations. An Implementa-
tion Commission was ordered
to be established to put the re-
forms in place once the Com-
mittee had completed its work.

Nawaz Sharif who is com-
mitted to a strong and forward-
looking Pakistan as the 21st
century looms on the horizon,
set up a "Pakistan 2010" pro-
gramme which envisioned a
completely industrialised coun-
try by the end of the first decade
of the next century.

On the political front, Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif moved
quickly, part-repealing the 8th
constitutional amendment — a
legacy of military rule — which
had made it possible for the re-
moval of an elected government
through executive decree. No
single step taken since the birth
of Pakistan 50 years ago has
done more to consolidate
democracy than this one.

Another vital decision taken
by the Pakistan Muslim Liague
government was to _hold a 1:a-
tional census in Oectober 1997,

To fight the menace of the
drugs trade, Nawaz Sharif took
decisive measures, making it
punishable with death or
transportation for life. The
administrative and legal ma-
chinery was geared up to deal
with the growth of what had
popularly come to be known as
"Kalashnikov culture”.

There can be no question
that in six months, Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif has got Pakistan
well on its way to the next mil-
lenium, just as he had

promised.
(Abridged)

them, though until Nawaz
Sharif came along, without suc-"
Oess,
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