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Butler accepts 3 Chinese arms experts

UNSC backs arms inspectors,
deplores Iraqi action

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 15 :
The Security Council on
Wednesday deplore Iraq's re-
fusal to allow arms inspections
by a team led by an American
and branded the action an "un-
acceptable” violation of UN or-
ders, reports AP.

The unanimous statement,
sought by the United States,
demonstrated support for the
head of the UN ins n pro-

e, Richard Butler, who
eaves for Baghdad late Thurs-
day h‘: dnll unreatncted ted ac-
cess (o sus weapons

_ pec po

US Ambassador Bill
Richardson hailed the council
action and said the US govern-
ment was to exhaust all
diplomatic avenues to resolve
the crisis with Iragq.

"My optimism is waning
considerably.” Richardson
added. "I think the world com-
munity's optimism is
too. Patience is wearing thin.
But we should not abandon
diplomacy."Council diplomats,
speaking on condition of

anon , said even Iraqg's
ﬁ'lu'uz[gjntyﬂx council — Rua;a,
France and China — were

frustrated by Baghdad's
continued refusal to cooperate

with UN inspectors.
he statement said the

council "deplores" Iraq's move
lo prevent eérican Scott Rit-
ter and his team from conduct-
ing inspections and “Irag's sub-

uent failure to fulfill its
obligations to provide the
linspectors) with full, uncondi-
tional and immediate access to
all sites."

“The council determines that
this failure is unacceptable and
a clear violation of the relevant
(UN) resolutions,” the council
added.

The inspectors must certify
Irag has complied with orders
to cntmws mass destruction
weapons before the council will
lift economic sanctions im-

posed in August 1990 after Ir
invaded Kuwait. "

Security Council President
Alain Dejammet said the mem-
bers agreed on the statement
after Butler provided details on
the composition of the UN
teams in Baghdad. British Am-
bassador John Weston said But-

ler's ELlEurea refuted Iraqi claims
that the inspection d;rﬂgramm:
is dominated by British and
Americans.

In an effort to counter Iragi
claims of national bias, Butler
said he had accepted three Chi-
nese ins ors to join the team
in Baghdad. China had repeat-

edly refused UN ofters to nomi-
nate experts to join the inspec-
tion team.

Butler said he was pleased
with the statement and the
show of support.

"It's a very good, ElmnF. clear
statement,’ utler told re-
porters. "T'll leave to Baghdad ...

and I'm confident that state-
ment will help.”

The statement followed an
appeal Monday by US President
Bill Clinton for "strong and ap-

riate action” against Iraq,

espite differences within
the council on policy toward
Iraq, Dl:fﬂ.l‘llﬂlﬂt sald all mem-
bers believed they must stand
united in affirming that Bagh-
dad had no right to dictate the
composition of the inspection
teams.

Meanwhile, three Chinese
weapons experts have been
hired by the UN Special Com-
mission as the first Chinese
members of the team trying to
determine if Iraq has destroyed
its illegal weapons programme.

The Executive Director of the

Commission, Richard Butler,
" »said the three were ac

ted as
inspectors Wednesday. UN offi-
cials said they were hired to de-
flect criticism from Iraq that
the inspection programme is

Angﬂ-ﬁm:rican dominated.

’ utler also plans to take
China's representative on the
Special Commission to Bagh-
dad for talks with Iraqi offi-
cials next week. Butler will de-
mand that Iraq grant full and
unrestricted access to UN
weapons inspectors.

Butler announced that he
had hired the three Chinese in-
spectors after the Securit
Council issued a strongly
worded statement deploring
Iraq’'s refusal to allow inspec-
tions by a UN team led by
Amlcrlcgnglslcéntt Ritter.

n Ba ad, Iragi Deput
Prime Minister Tarquﬁzi:gaiglr
Ritter would not be allowed to
work because there were too
many “Anglo-Saxons” on his
team.

Ritter, who is responsible for
checking Iraqi ministries and
other government sites, was
blocked from working for a sec-
ond day Wednesday when the
government did not send re-
quired Iraqi escorts.

Although a permanent
member of the Security Coun-
cil, China had Ela}rc only a
minor role in the inspection

rogramme since it was estab-
ished in 1991 after the Persian
Gulf War,

Israeli cabinet
to keep vast areas

decides

———

" Mahathir planning

to visit Indonesia

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15:
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammad said today
he was considering plans to
visit President Suharto in In-
donesia as the two countries

Grapple with their worst eco-
nomic crisis in decades, reports
AFP.

JERUSALEM, Jan 15: In a
move rejected by the Palestini-
ans, Israeli Cabinet decided
Wednesday that vast areas of
the West Bank must remain un-
der Israeli control in a final
iﬂpdmﬂt peace accord, reports

The decision came a day af-
ter the ministers adopted a 12-
page list of conditions they said
the Palestinians must 1 be-
fore Israel will live up to its
promise to carry out a limited
g::ﬁ pullback in the West

of WB undemf control

The back-to-back resolu-
tions made it increasingly un-
likely that the latest US initia-
tive to break the deadlock in the

ace talks will succeed. US

resident Bill Clinton is to
meet with [sraeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu on
ﬂa:i':uarl'y {?D and with Pales-

nian leader Yasger Arafat an
January 22 in ‘-&slz'hlngtﬁn: o

A senior US diplomat said
the Israeli decisions should be
considered as opening positions
for the negotiations.

"Our position on what comes
next is well known. We are
looking for strong Palestinian
efforts on security and we are
looking for a credible Israeli
further rcdeéalnymcnt." John
Herbst, the US consul general in

Sierra Leone

junta barred
from US

WASHINGTON, Jan 15 :
President Bill Clinton barred
Sierra Leone ml]itarig junta
members and their families
from the United States today
until the regime turns over
power to the former, elected
government, rts AFP,

Clinton said in a statement
that he made the decision "In
light of the refusal of the mili-
tary junta in de facto control of
Sierra Leone to permit the re-
turn to power of the democrati-
cally elected government.”

six-man UN team arrived
in Sierra Leone Wednesday to
plan the dﬁplnjrment of UN ob-
servers under an accord for the
restoration of democracy in the
West African state.

Jet crashes in

Republic ki
AP reports from

evening.

sat plane, police said.

Prosecutors

Prosecutors
10 minutes

gathered the FBI files.

convicted neo-Nazi terrorist
Manfred Roeder, whose

officers helped
+ Neo-Nazism in the
after German TV stations

acting out neo-Nazi beatings.
LI .

British soldier

Belfast.

and an unmarked car in reli

ERIErey

commuter ]ivlan: crashed in fog in the south
ling both people on board, police said Wednesday,

Prague,
The L-410 aircrgﬁ.lm rout from Belarus to the Czech city of
Kunovice, 200 kilometres (125 miles) east of Pragu
three miles from the airport in the city of Brno on Tuesday

The two men who died — a 35-year-old American man and a
47-year-old Polish man — were the only people on board the 20-

-
question Hil]my-
uestioned Firs y Hillary Rodham Clinton lor

ednesday about the White House's
b und files on hundreds of political appointees from past
Republican administrations, AP

Mrs. Clinton has said she
controversy and is unaware of how the White House came to
hire Craig lelnFstnnc. the former aide who ran the office that

& &
Neo-Nazi denied entry to House: »
was denied entry to parliament
Wednesday to attend defence committee
rightism in the German Army, AP reports from Bonn.
uest to observe the closed hearing
was denied, is at the centre of the investigation: Revelations last
month that he was invited in 1995 to speak to German, military
the probe.

became a public concern last fall
aired home-made videos of soldiers
giving Hitler salutes, making anti-Semitic statements and

o 2
undercover British soldier shot a policeman after a sed
car chase early Wednesday, authorities said, AP reports from

The female soldier, who was

tried to s away from ormed police also opera in
mﬂuﬁm nbm; 1.30 am [mauqﬁ. -

Jerusalem, told :

AFP adds: Turkey is mkil;lﬁ
to buy corvettes equipped wi
the latest "Stealth" technolo
from Israel, and has suggest
building them in its own ship-
yards as a joint venture, a news
report said Wednesday.

The private Turkish televi-
sion channel NTV said Ankara
wanted the SAAR-5 class
corvettes, equipped with sur-
face-to-surface and anti-air-
craft missiles and a helipad for
its forces in the ;

Smaller and more manoeu-
vrable among the many islands

of the region than the Turkish
Navy's [rigates, the corvettes

spot.

with their radar-absorbing ca-
pacities are also difficult to
The potential warship order
is the latest development in
Turkey's growing alliance with
Israel, which enjoys US pa-
tronage but has been slammed
by Arab states, Iran, Greece and
Russia.

Israel is modernising Turk-

ish fighters, is on the verge of

deals worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to supply mis-

siles, tanks and early-warning
Chief General

systems.

Turkish Army
Huseying Kivrikoglu is to visit
Israel next month.

‘I'm just going there to see
him. We are going to have a dis-
cussion because we are neigh-
bours,” Mahathir told a news
conference.

"I have not yet fixed a date

because | don't know if he is

available. But 1 would like to
make a visit” he said.

Earlier today. Suharto
signed a letter of intent in the
presence of International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) Managing Di-
rector Michel Camdessus for a
revised reform programme
linked to an international

¥, bailout led by the IMF.

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, far left, speaks with Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright before a dinner at the Secretary General's residence Wednesday, in
New York. In background are British Ambassador to the UN John Weston, second for left,
and Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs James Rubin.

- Political hypocrisy is known as
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NEW DELHI, Jan 15: An In-
dian politician who is awaiting
trial for stealing government
funds said Thursday fightin
corruption would be a centra
theme of his campaign, local
Rl;wu agencies » reports

Laloo Prasad Yadav, the
former top elected official of the
eastern Indian state of Bihar,
was launchin%-. the election
manifesto of his Rashtriya
Janata Dal party, Press Trust of
India news agency said.

Yadav, who is accused of si-
Fhuninﬁ off millions of rupees
dollars) meant for government
agricultural programmes was
Lailcd for four months before

eing released on bail last De-
cember.

Yadav stepped down as Bihar
chief minister after he was
charged, but had his wife re-
place him in the office.

Elections — the second in
two years — were called after the
powerful Congress party with-
drew supeort from a minority
coalition. Yadav's party has al-
lied with congress in the key
state of Bihar, where he contin-
ues to wield great influence.

Ukraine ratifies
friendship treaty
with Russia

KIEV, Jan 15: Ukraine's par-
liament on Wednesday ratified
a friendship treaty with neigh-
bouring Russia, more than six
years after the two countries
were separated following the
Soviet Union's demise in 1991,
reports Reuter.

Foreign Minister Hennady
Udovenko told the Chamber
317 to 27 vote of approval for
the document,
Ukraine President Leonid
Kuchma and Russian President
Boris Yeltsin in Kiev last May,
was an historic moment.

"First of all this document
has solidified not only firm in-
ternational obligations — to re-
spect Ukraine's independence
and sovereignty — but has be-
come the legal basis on which
mutual relations will be based
in various areas,” Udovenko
said.

Ukraine's Prime Minister
Valery Pustovoitenko said the
agreement would provide for
stable growth of trade relations

between the two countries.

Russia accounted for 47 per
cent, or 28 billion dollars of
Ukraine's trade last
said.

signed by

Thursday, welcoming

year, he I

President Clinton, with Vice President Gore, centre, and White
skine Bowles, left, talks about Ira

House Wednesday,

weapons on prison inmates.

8¢ where he announce
addition, the president endorsed a

House Chief of Staff Er-

q during a ceremony in the Grand Foyer of the White
d+ support of a proposed patient "bill of rights." In
UN inquiry into suspicions that Iraq tested chemical
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Sonia working to win Muslims,

southerners back to Congress

BANGALORE, Jan 15: The

new face of the once powerful

Congress, Sonia Gandhi, is
working to win southerners and
Muslims back to the party of
her slain husband and former

prime minister Rajiv Gandhi,
reports AP.

Huge cardboard cutouts of

the Gandhis towered over the
open ground of a college in the

southern city of Bangalore
onia
Gandhi on her first extensive

campaign tour.

One placard ted her with:
"The glorio@s Nehru-Gandhi era
will come again with your dedi-
cated efforts.”

Ragv Gandhi's mother In-
dira Gandhi and grandfather
Jawaharlal Nehru were also In-
dian prime ministers. All told,
the three governed India for 38
of its 50 years of independence.

But their party has struggled in
recent years, weakened by cor-
:‘uptjun scandals and infight-
ng.

As a reminder of the party's
glory days, Sonia Gandhi could
swing votes away from the
right-wing Bharatiya Janata
Party, which opinion polls
have given the edge in general
elections scheduled for Febru-
ary and March. She is not run-
niné for office herself.

lections are being held for
the second time in less than two
years after Congress withdrew
support to the 14-party United
Front government in a dispute
over the coalition's make-up.

Seven years after her hus-
band was killed by a suicide
bomber in Sriperumbudur, in
the southern Indian state of
Tamil Nadu, Sonia Gandhi gave
up her fiercely guarded privacy

to active campaign for the
Cnn%ress. She began in Sripe-

udur Sunday, and Thurs-
day was to speak at an after-
noon rally in neighbouring
Karnataka state.

“The Congress saw success
here in 1979 with Indira Gand-
hi's victur%,'.i‘ success in the rest

0

rum

of India followed," satd Malli-
karjun Kharke, a Congress
leader.

After the rally, Sonia

Gandhi was to join members of
the minority Muslim commu-
nity for dinner when they end
their daily fast during the holy
month of Ramadan.

Muslims, traditional sup-
Farters of the centrist Congress,
elt betrayed when the party
failed to prevent Hindu funda-
mentalists from destroying an
ancient mosque in 1992 when
they were in government.

Mir's American astronaut
takes first spacewalk

MOSCOW, Jan 15: Guided by
history's most seasoned space-
walker, American astronaut
David Wolf floated outside the
Mir for nearly four hours
Thursday no a mission to ex-
amine the outer hull, reports
AP.

Unlike some previous
spacewalks, the cursory inspec-
tion of the 12-year-old Mir was
not crucial and the scientific
accomplishments were mini-
mal. Just as important was the
experience it provided for an-
other US astronaut outside a
space station.

Take a picture of me,” Wolf
told Russian flight commander
Anatoly Solovyov, who was
filming the walk. "This is a big
moment in life.”

When he said he didn't want
to go back in, flight engineer
Pavel Vinogradov responded
Jokingly from the Mir; "Your
prawns are waiting for you."”

Wolf and Solovyov began the
walk just after midnight
Moscow time (2112 GMT
Wednesday) with the Mir high
over the southeastern Pacific
and sealed the hatch back up at
4:04 am (0104 GMT), wrappin
up a relatively uneventful
hours and 52 minutes.

Solovyov, who turns 50 on
Friday. has now logged about 78
hours in 16 spacewalks, seven

of them conducted since he ar-
rived in August. But with Wolf a
rookie spacewalker, ground

controllers gave more detailed
instructions than usual.

"David, don't touch any-
thing, just follow me." Solovyov
told him before the two went
outside.

Woll, 41, who has been aloft
since September and remained
inside during spacewalks by his
two Russian colleagues, was
clearly impressed.

"Wow.” he uttered while
looking at the stars during one
bl‘taft, "Oh my God."

Playing tour guide, Solovyov
told hlm:g"Daﬂ ., turn aru:};tud
and you'll see the Earth behind

our back.” pointing out Cairo,
el Aviv and a long stretch of
populated coastline lit up at
night.

"Look how beautiful it is."

Sings of the leaky hatchway
on the Kvant-2 module were ev-
ident in footage beamed back
live to Mission Control, with a
white residue visible around the
rubber seal that encircles the

hatch.
The air leak is more incon-

venient than serious, forcing
the crew to use a smaller adja-
cent mm&arunmt to put on and
take off their bulky suits when
making spacewalks.
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The new portrait of Diana, Princess of Wales, by artist

Marialuisa Marino. The painting is to be auctioned at
London's National Portrait Gallery, Wednesday to fund
City Ballet of London, the successor company to London
City Ballet of which the Princess was patron for 13

years.
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'electoral adjustment' in India

Sunil Adam writes from New Delhi

If hypocrisy is the homage
that vice pays to virtue, politi-
cians in India seemed to have
decided not be hypocrites after
all.

Leading the new "honest”
breed is Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) prime ministerial candi-
date. He admitted recently ‘that
his party has given up on "prin-
ciples,” saying they do not en-
able it to come to power,

Vagpaycc was responding to
reporters’ queries on why the

P has been making alliances
with a host of regional parties
and leaders that are ideologi-
cally opposed to the whole no-
tion of Hindu nationalism.

Popular cynicism toward
politics, however, has acquired
such proportions that hardly
any murmurs were heard about
the rapid ideological and politi-
cal mobility. But even by the
standards set in the past few
weeks since the mid-term elec-
tion was announced, former
Karnataka Chief Minister Ra-
makrishna Hegde's feat takes
the proverbial cake. Once pro-
jected by the media as having
the potential to become the first

Prime Minister from southern

India till he fell from grace be-
cause of corruption charges,
Hegde callously transf
amusing political comedy into
a farce.

After a political lifetime of

an

Frnfeaﬁing socialism and secu-
arism, the bearded Hegde last
week traversed the whole ideo-
logical spectrum in search of an
electoral ally.

Failing to entice Janata Dal
(JD) members in Karnataka to

join his recently-formed Lok

Shakti (Peoples' Power) party,
Hegde turned simultaneously to
the Congress Party and the BJP.
He did not pause for a moment
to consider how he would be
perceived wooing two ideologi-
cally apart poles, and what
kin ulPtmag: his own party
would have as a co uence.
Hegde, it appears, knew bet-
ter. He hates lormer Prime Min-
ister H D Deve Gowda, who was
his Public Works minister
when Hegde was Karnataka
Chief Minister and would do
anything to ensure the political
demise of Gowda. So when the
Congress spurned him, appar-
ently after the n{)artz,r was emn-
boldened by Sonia Gandhi's de-
cision to campaign, Hegde
?mmggg clinched a deal with
he , reportedly, on I|ts
terms

And then there was Lakshmi
Parvathi, widow of former
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N.T. Rama Rao and leader of a
ramshackled breakaway fac-
tion of the Telugu Desam Partg
(TDP). In her single-minde
ambition to defeat her stepson-
in-law and Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, she has been murﬂnﬁ
and was bcil&]g courted by bot
the BJP and the ;

it must be, however, said
that the de-idologisation of the
nation's politics did not begin
now. Neither Hegde nor Par-
vathi, for instance, could match
George Fernandes, the former
high-decibled socialist, who is
now a reliable ally of the BJP in
Bihar. To his former comrades,
George, as he is addressed, is no
longer the dragon slayer, as he
was known, but the dragon's
keeper whose inspired cam-
paign against "Hindu commu-
nalists” in the cabinet brought
down the country's first coali-
tion govermment in the late sev-
enties.

This is not to suggest that
brazen political mo garFln is
confined to the people ﬂcl%lng
to the BJP. Few, for instance,
can outdo Kanshi Ram, whose
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), on
the last count has allied with
Bartics like the Congress in

unjab and Bihar, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar and
with Defence Minister Mu-
layam Singh Yadav's Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) in Maharash-
tra. All the same he has de-
clared that these are all
‘electoral adjustments” and
need not continue after the
election. Further, he has not

ruled out the possibility of ally-
ing with the BJP if it came
within striking distance of

fo a government in New
Delhi. But for now the BJP is
the main enemy of the self-

styled leader and crusader for
the Dalit cause in India.

Less cynical, but of equal
import is Prime Minister [.K.
Gujral's gentlemanly defection.
He lobbied hard with the con-
stituents of his United Front
(UF) to let him contest from Ja-
landhar, Punjab where the
Akali Dal has vowed to support
him as its own candidate. This
might seem innocent enough,
given the fact that the Akali
Bue:l:ort is an expression of grat-
itude for Gujral's financial
largesse to his home state and a
reflection of the state's pride in
supporting the first Punjabi
Prime Minister.

There is, however, a contra-
diction - how can the leader of
the UF, which is fighting the
BJP tooth and nail, accept the
support of the Akali Dal which
is an alliance partner of the
BJP both in Punjab and at the
national level?

Anti-BJP rhetoric and con-
stant obeisance to secularism

the so-called centrists have,
obviously, ted when it
came to personal and partisan
ambitions.

India Abroad News Service I

Algerian authorities free
top FIS official

BONN, Jan 15: Algerian au-
thorities released the number
three official of the banned Is-
lamic Salvation Front (FIS) in
Algiers on Wednesday, a day af-
ter detaining him, the move-

ment's overseas office said here,

reports AFP.
It had previously said the of-
ficial, Abdelkader Hachani,

was arrested Tuesday night and

taken to police headquarters in
Algiers "for no apparent rea-
son.”

Hachani went to a mosque
and
his release, the FIS said.

FIS leader, Abassi Madani,
was released from jail last year

after serving half of a 12-year

term for threatening state secu-
rity, but he was placed under
house arrest in September after
issuing an appeal for dialogue
on the Algerian civil war to UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan.
Hachani has been banned

from &ﬁmlitical activities, as
were the FIS leaders,
AP reports, Algeria has

called off a visit by European
officials seeking ways to end
bloodshed in this North
African nation because the del-
ation lacks prestige, the for-
%ﬂ minister said Wednesday.
Algerian police, meanwhile,
_[Hg:_l_a top leader of the banned
s

amic Salvation Front on

Wednesday, a day after detain-
tnl:fd him, party sympathizers

It was not immediately
known whether Abdelkader
Hachani, detained after inter-
views with him published in

rayed immediately after

ﬂm
‘halt the sprea

several European newspapers,
WAaS charged.pe R

Algeria's refusal to accept a
visit by a European Union dele-
gation marked a return to Al-
gl:rs‘ systematic refusal of of-
ers of international aid or in-
vestigations into six years of
violence that has claimed an es-
timated 75,000 lives.

Ex-Lankan envoy

to US to head
new UN deptt

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 15:
A former Sri Lankan ambas-
sador to Washington, Jayantha
Dhanapala. has been appointed
on Wednesday to head the
newly-established UN Depart-
ment of Disarmament airs,
rept;:rts Reuters.

. Since 1992 a smaller centre
for disarmament affairs had
funictioned at UN headquarters
under the Department of Politi-
cal Affairs, it is being upgraded
as part of reforms being intrc-
duced by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

Dhanapala, introduced to
reporters by Annan, will be an
under secretary-general, he is
an expert in disarmament mat-
ters and won prominence in
1995 as president of a landmark
UN conference that perma-
nently extended the 1970 non-

eration treagr be signed to
of nuclear

weapons.



