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Whose Onus is it Anyway?
A report published in a leading vernacular daily
this week has not only revived the chilling sensa-
tion down the spine but has also made us ponder if
at all there is any one to look after matters con-
cerning public health. If the Sangbad report is any-
thing to go by , then there is none.
It informs with fearful clarity how the lone food
laboratory of the capital has remained inopgerative
for seven months, Want of space has been at-
tributed as the problem. We are amazed to know
that despite having a sprawling office premises
adorned with a fourteen floor edifice, the City Cor-
poration authorities find it difficult to house the
laboratory with all its valuable equipment, hud-
dled on one of the floors collecting rust from pro-
longed disuse!
With the laboratory non-functioning, the food
inspectors naturally do not have any job. What |
strikes one as a tale within the tale in its own right
for sheer absurdity is the number of inspectors.
For a city with a huge population like Dhaka there
are reportedly only 22 food inspectors; eight are on
job in the sense they are under some training pro-
gramme. The rest 14 are just twiddling their fin-
gers or as we are so wont to hear enjoying the status
of bekar.
Where are we going? We munch mouthful of fried
rice or mudi with blissful ignorance making light
of suggestions they are spiced with fertilizers like
urea for their whiteness. The same chemical is said
to be responsible for the 'fair complexion' of sugar
that taste so sweet for our taste buds as well as
somnolent consciousness. It can be a legion. In
fact, we are so many light years behind others in
consciousness about what we consume everyday
that dark possibilities like ‘mad cow disease and
‘chieken virus' do not even have a chance to cast
shadows on our mind.
What does the City Corporation do? Can it be-
tray the tax paying citizens in the manner it is do-
ing now over a serious issue like public health? For
that matter what is the concerned ministry doing?
May be, threat to their own precious health which
the content of this report poses emjnently, will
wake them up to their long disused sense of
responsibility.

Take the Bull by the Horn

Members of the BCS (Admn) Cadre Action Com-
mittee who saw the Prime Minister on Tuesday
have expressed satisfaction over the outcome of
their meeting with her. Similarly, an earlier meet-
ing of the coordination council of other BCS
cadres, Prokrichi for short, with the prime minis-
ter, had ended on a positive note. So, the warring
sides should now make peace and put their shoul-
ders to the nearly clogged wheels of the adminis-
tration — thanks te.their struggle for 'superiority’
or ‘parity’ dependihg"n which side of the coin you
look at. i %k " A

What are the net results of the meetings the BCS
(Admn) cadre and the Prokrichi have had with the
highest political authority in the country? The in-
ter-cadre problems will be for the still amorphous
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Establish-
ment Ministry to deal with and recommend solu-
tions to when it comes into existence. The Prime

Minister has promised to constitute it during the
current session of Jatiya Sangsad. But with the
BNP still keeping out of parliament the standing
committee cannot be a composite, broad-based
body it should be.

That's why we placed emphasis on administra-
tive or executive action in our previous editorial on
the subject pending, of course, finalisation of the
recommendations of the Public Administration
Reform Commission. When the suggestions of
PARC or the service reorganisation body are
adopted we would need to legislate on them and
that is exactly where the select committee and the
standing committee of the Jatiya Sangsad will be
involved.

We are at a loss to understand why the highly en-
lightened members of the republic's various cadres
are pressing so hard for what are deem to be short-
term benefits when their durable gains are all em-
bedded in the service reorganisation exercise
which, we assure them, cannot be put off indefi-
nitely. The government, for its part, mustn't be en-
trapped in another series of adhocism which might
complicate matters for administrative reform.

Tell-tale Signs

Urban experience is not a state of bliss anywhere
in the world. But Dhaka looks destined for a dubi-
ous distinction in its share of new evils .

One of the more frequently reported urban nui-
sance in the recent times has been this growing
trend of free eating at restaurants by groups of
youth. The other day a shop owner was badly
mauled for asking such a group to foot the bill. Re-
cently a canteen on the Dhaka University campus
was known to have been smashed twice in a week
reportedly by the cadres of the ruling party's stu-
dent front because the owner refused to pay heed to
their orders to be entertained fau (Bengali for
things that you don't have to pay for).

There is now a growing propensity towards an-
archy and lawlessness everywhere which strikes
fear in the mind about the future of this city of
ninety millions. While a section of the society is
getting literally filthy rich at the cost of the land's
laws and institutions, another is sprouting like the
proverbial hydra-headed monster for whom rob-
bing others for self-aggrandisement seems to be as
authentic as anybody’s birth right. It is the law
abiding , relatively unadventurous peace loving
people with a tinge of devotion still left for ethics
who seem to be worst affected appearing more like
one caught between the devil and the deep sea.

Neither the social scientists nor the government
think-tank seem to consider them as ominous
signs for the days to come. We however do not share
their smug complacence and feel unless the reins
are held with certain ruthlessness now things
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From Despair to Hope: A Bleak
Journey for the Rural Poor

Implementation of a poverty-oriented rural development strategy involves the
giving up of power and resources by those now in control of them.

OVERTY rcFrcsmts a way of life of majority

of the developing world's population today.

The crisis is concentrated in the country-
side. Conventional methods of eliminating, or
even alleviating, poverty have as yet been no-
tably unsu . The misery is there to see and
that inspite of long-standing formidable forces
of individuals, institutions and programes ar-

ranged against fit.
o doubt, at all levels of society and in all
walks of life individuals exist who have strived

to bring the entire range of decent existence
within reach of most of the poorest strata of so-
ciety. However, one must be aware of the difficul-
ties in attempting to translate such discrete con-

tributions into a self-sustaining process.
Designing a strategy and structuring activities
that address the needs of the rural poor and are
eventually owned by them present enormous
difficulties.

The initial premise that I venture to submit is
that the processes inherent in a poverty-oriented
rural development strategy is to a great extent
contrary to established political and bureau-
cratic instincts. Political and bureaucratic self-
interest, even enlightened self-interest, dictate
against the steps which such strategy and pro-
cesses involve and dictate against them over
time. A traditional underlying assumption, for
example, has been that empowerment of the
powerless requires the political commitment of
the government and that commitment must be a
continuing one. Yet, historically such miracle as
has occurred has taken place inspite of the gov-
ernment. Indeed where the seeds for develop-
ment of the rural poor and by them have been
sowTl, the gov-
ernment, or in
some cases a
SUCCEeSSOor gov-
ernment fre-
quently seems
to have stam-
ped them out
rather than
nurtured them.

The reason is obvious. Implementation of a
poverty-oriented rural development strategy in-
volves the giving up of power and resources by
those now in control of them. Implicit in the
process is an awareness and organisation on the
part of the poor which might well represent a
danger to the establishment. The process also
creates a threat to the conventional bureaucracy
since its multisectoral nature and concomitant
decentralisation contravene traditional minis-
terial lines of authority.

Political Issues

Poverty-oriented rural development involves
redistribution or the transfer of resources and
power. In less polite terms, it involves giving up
something one has, may otherwise have had. or
wants to have. On the other hand. the core of
such a self-sustaining process must be increased
production and productivity resulting in a
‘trickle-up” phenomenon. The perception and
the reality of how the increased output will be
shared will largely determine how the middle
and upper classes react to a proposed rural de-
velopment effort.

Yet this 'how’ is the dilemma of the large
land-holder in a developing nation with suffi-
cient land and other resources. Land and
tenurial reforms could form the most important
step towards elleviating the nations C!)cwerty

problem. But™U'i$ fare to ¥ingl'a'landlord who is
willing to give up his land and supports a gov-
ernment which does anything more than simmply
talk about reforms. '

The conflict is even greater in some of the
poorest countries which are land and resources
poor and where the small farmer does not lie at
the bottom of the heap. It is quite unnatural to
expect the land-based small farmer to support a
poverly group programme that goes further down
the income scale when he considers himself and
his family living on the margin. True, Mr Mc-
Namara's Nairobi speech in the early seventies
switched the limelight of development discourse
to the plight of the small farmers. However fur-
ther progress will require shifting attention to
those who have only marginal and in most cases
no direct access to land-based resources.

The middle sized farmer does not live any
better. This is also true of service holders in the
cities who are absentee land owners in the coun-
tryside. This comparatively richer stratum. to
the extent that it exists, rationalises its position
on the premise that redistribution of its assets
would only represent a drop in the bucket.
Strongly subscribing to the “trickle-down” the-
ory, the rich and the not-so-rich argue that the
incentives must be correct for them to be produc-
tive and, willing to make a commitment. In the
third and the fourth world settings, as also in the
second and first worlds, proponents of the
“trickle-down" theory are typically important
cogs in the government machinery. Logically, it
would be against their self-interest to support a
poverty approach, unless they expected that such
a policy would result in increased output suffi-
cient that everyone, not only the poor, would
gain. It is no wonder, therefore. when one finds
governments calculating how little they can get

away with in sharing, if any, of the economic re- .

sources and power.

A rather crucial and related issues is how the
poor organise themselves to make the govern-
ment ‘deliver’. The question of how the poor
might organise to gain an effective, rather than-
just a verbal commitment from the government

A Z M Obaidullah Khan
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cannot be ignored. It involves some potentially
subversive ratifications for the power holders
and the establishment.

-Another major complexity is that the process
takes time and requires a dynamic and continu-
ing approach rather than a static or a politically
time-bound one. One must consider than when a
certain percentage of the rural poor graduates
from abject to tolerable poverty, they will fight
the est to keep what they have and acquire
more, On a country-specific basis this dynamics
and continuity constitutes an enormous prob-
lem. The newly-created as well as the traditional
political power-base are both threatened. It is,
therefore, important to recognise that the poor
of today are not a homogeneous mass and that
they may well not be the poor of tomorrow.

The Bureaucratic Structure

Implementation of a poverty-oriented rural
development policy and programme also
threaten the authority of traditional and frag-
mented ministerial lines and their modes of op-
eration. Poverty-oriented rural development,
overtime, involves the entire spectrum of devel-
opment activities, and thus most of the line
ministries. True, a component of a project or
programme can be designed which falls within
the authority and responsibility of a sectoral
ministry, However, such a component would re-
quire a coordinating mechanism with other
components. To the extent that this coordinat-
ing mechanism intrudes upon individual min-
istries, it represents a threat to the established
bureaucratic line of authority.

On the other hand. if a cross sectoral min-
istry /department is set up like the rural develop
ment ministry
in many coun-
iries, it in-
evitably takes
on some of the
functions of
another min-
istry, There is
infringement,
and thus con-
Mict, with the established bureaucracy. A rural
development ministry, for example. engaged in
building feeder roads comes into conflict with
the department of Roads and Highways. even if
the department has eschewed feeder roads in the
past. Or again, a rural development ministry
which assists in organising water-user's groups
lo optimise available irrigation facilities quite
often encounters the opposition of the water
ministry.

The relatively extensive time horizon pre-
sents another bureaucratic problem even within
individual ministries. Any new fangled initia-
tive almost necessarily involves a diversion of
resources ralher than supplementary funds.
Budgets are too tight to implement existing pro-
jects/programmes. Therefore, the apathelic or
negative attudance of the entrenched bureau-
cracy lo new or innovative initiatives i1s under-
standable. Political masters may come and go.
s0 also fads and buzzwords, but the bureaucracy
is forever,

Again, a development approach that aims at
replicability involves l_w.'pic*aﬁ\.' a change in ap-
proach of the national professionals. ltcﬁ-
nocrats and bureaucrats. I-Pr-w professionals will
entertain a compromise in established stan-
dards or technology. no matter what-the ratio-
nale or the cost. A first-rate professional in the
developing world may resent having to live in a
seeong-hestyworld. He /she is hardly in.a mood to
be involved in perpetuation of what seems to be a o«
second best exastence. g e 34

Bureaucratic resistance is further heightened
when two fundamental tenets of human devel-
opment, namely decentralisation and popular
participation are introduced. As for bureau-

" cratic decentralisation, there is the very simple

inter-ministerial loss of power from the centre
to the lield. A more irreconcilable anathema to
any bureaucracy is the concept of popular partic-
ipation. Unfortunately, bureaucrats and tech-
nocrats alike, have a contempt for the unkempt
people. It is a rare professional who enjoys sub-
stantive discussions with laymen particularly
when the laymen have a say in the decision-
making process. Yet successful rural develop-
ment must build on local systems and traditions
and resurrect local knowledge to create common
wisdom. Infact, one could argue that if implicit
in the process of poverty oriented rural devel-
opment is the accountability of both the politi-
cal establishment and the bureaucracy to the
people. then it would represent an unwelcome
change for both,

Summing Up

This bleak picture of the complexities must be
confronted squarely if the people of good will,
both nationally and internationally, are willing
to make a difference. Assisting ,ztna.'i'r empowering
the rural poor over time may imply mutation,
not just evolution. Their lives must change from
a position of hopelessness, hunger, disease and
despair to a condition and position which gives
them opportunity to strive for a decent life for
themselves and their off springs. To effect such a
change might genera]]ﬁ be viewed by the existing

wer structures within nations to be a chal-
enge to their authority and hold on resources.
Further tenure of a government that would dare
engage in such a venture could well be in doubt.
No matter what, the poor must continue their
own battle against poverty or otherwise trek re-
lentlessly towards premature graves. It is in

their organisation and social movements from
below that our hope lies,

1

‘) try. This is something over  jster Sitivent Rabuka — who led
Gandlu sre on wﬁich we have no control. - two coups in 1987 against an
and Pﬁlitlﬂﬂ Poverty is our constant Indian-dominated government
companion, but the aesthetic  while addressing Fijian clans

Baily Star Saddam Hussein: An Enigmatic
Leader with a Cat’s Life

It is an axiomatic truth that all, friends and foes alike, nurture a deep and terrible
sense of fear out of him.

T any point of time in history, there exist
some persons who become objects of great
ontroversy so much so that a deep veil of
mystery surrounds their life, work and sense of
purpose. Iraq's President Saddam Hussain fig-
ures prominently among the few such persons
that subsist in contemporary history.

The person, who Eas been severely con-
demned time and again for what were termed as
quixotic adventures, gargantuan misdeeds and
colossal national wastes, is variously described
as a misguided genius, a mistaken fool and even,
to the extent of, a devil incarnate. To some oth-
ers, he is regarded as a veritable leader whose
policies and actions stemmed from a deep sense
of patriotism and were designed solely to restore
the past glory of his land and people. Both these
postulates hold good, albeit partially.

The first of the great misadventures he em-
barked upon was a war, in 1981, with the neigh-
bouring Iran, with whom the internecine feud
has been perpetually ranging from time im-
memorial. During the aftermath of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran with the consequent weak-
ness of economic strength and disarray of mili-
tary prowess of Iran. Saddam Hussein, who is
known to his people as "Jaish,” made the first
terrible blun-
der.. He inva-
ded the south-
western part of

Currents and Crosscurrents

composition and activities of the UN team of in-
spectors of prohibited weapons. The expulsion of
American members and refusal of entry to the
latest team are the glowing examples of such
bravado. The price for paying all these is heavy
and is being paid by the people of the country
through their nose. Economic deprivation of the
eople has reached the highest peak.. Essential
oodstuffs and medicine also have been scarce.
The limited food for cil deal and the mercy of
some friendly nations remain the prime source
of hope and subsistence for the people.

One does wonder why and how this great sur-
vivor survived so long in the face of so hea
odds. If his policies and actions caused so mu‘g’;
of distress, humiliation and deprivation to the
people, why not people took up arms against him
and toppled him? This question has baffled
many, rather most, people. Even most knowl-
ed%fable of all, the arch enemy Iran, could not
make an objective assessment. A senior Minis-
ter confided to me while I was assigned in
Tehran that he would give Saddam Hussain be-
tween six and nine months to last in power..
Several years have elapsed since then. Saddam

Hussein has become stronger than ever before.
A logical explanation, perhaps, is the ability

of this shrewd,
determined
and cruel lea-
der to play all
facets of emo-
tions of the
eople in his
avour. People
can be vario-

emy. The Iranians. even amidst chaos and confu-
sion, regrouped and gradually put up a bold
resistance. The result was a prolonged war for
eight years in which neither really won but both
sustained heavy losses in men, material and
resources.

TE other act of misadventure of the great
Jaish was his attempt to seize Kuwait by force,
on the pretext of an ancient disputed territorial
claim. He actually did so this time by a success-
ful blitzkrieg in a few hours in August 1990. The
30 odd nations that amassed an armada of forces
under the auspices of the United Nations not
only repelled the aggression successfully but
pushed the enemy back almost to the doorsteps
of their capital city, Baghdad. The reason why
the enemy was not totally vanquished or de-
stroyed ., which the allied lorces were capable of
doing, was a matter of strategic considerations,
mainly of the western combating powers. A de-
feated and disgraced Sunni ruler in Baghdad
would have led the majority Shias in the south
to rise in rebellion and truncated the country In
hall. They would have joined hands with Shia
Iran. A stronger Islamic Fundamentalist regime
in Iran was farthest from the choice and plan of
the West. The regime in Baghdad would serve real
victors’ interests best by keeping itself alive,
though impotent, to act as a counterpoise to the
rising strength from across the borders in the East,

The economic as well as other bans and re-
strictions imposed by the United Nations,
mainly at the prodding of the United States, on
Iraq could not deter the Iraqi leader from its
daring defiance of UN resolutions, including

usly described
as those who love him, hate him and/or fear
him. Seme people do love him, no doubt, for his
heroic deeds, being able to withstand, though
briefly, the onslaughts of formidable and nu-
merically superior loes, and ostensibly for his .
oft-repeated patriotic pronouncements. Many
more people hate him for having brought untold
misery, severe distress and economic hardships
to them as well as to others.

But it is an axiomatic truth that all, friends
and foes alike, nurture a deep and terrible sense
of fear out of him. The reported execution of Gen-
eral Saddam, who acted as a friend and comrade-
In-arms with Saddam, a few days ago only

roves that the traditional policy of this ruth-
ess Baath dictator has remained unchanged.
From the very inception of taking over power
two decades ago Saddam Hussain has been rul-
ing the nation with a clinched iron fist. A signif-
icant number of his erstwhile close partisans,
relatives and friends, besides innumerable dis-
sidents, have been simply eliminated. The for-
tunate ones got exiled.

The state was and is still running as a police
state. The only parallel that can be drawn is in
North Korea, where a similar statecraft is in
vogue. There have been numerous disclosed and
undisclosed coup attempts which have so far
been foiled. He survived all the nine lives of a cat
and one wonders how many more he will survive
in future. But it goes beyond doubt that the per-
son of Saddam Hussain has been and will re-
main a mystery, to be adored or to be hated by
people.. But, none can afford to remain indiffer-
ent to this enigmatic person.

Sir, In the situation of the
Freseqlt-day Bangladesh, the
ollowing writing of Radhakr-
Ishnan may give us some solace.

The greatest fact in the story

of man on earth is not his ma-
terial achievements, the empire
he has built and broken. but the
growth of his soul from age to
age in its search for truth and
goodness. Those who take part.
in the adventure of the sau? se-
cure an enduring place in the
history of human culture. Time
has discredited heroes as easily
as it has forgotten everyone
else; but the saints remain’ The
ﬁrcatnesa of Gandhi is more in
is holy living than his heroic
struggles, in his insistence in
creative power of the soul and
its ltfe-ﬁiﬂng quality at a time
when the destructive forces
seem to be in the ascendant”,

Shahabuddin Mahtab

A-S Apartment Complex

?él ;Siddheswari Road, Dhaka

"Winter Treads in
Truly"

Sir, The DS editorial titled
"Winter Treads in, Truly" has
fascinated me with a touch of
sadness for the poor people in
the northern part of our coun-

sense in us about the rural peo-
ple is much deeper and stronger
more than that of the western-
ers. It is our pride that has been
reflected in our literature and
culture.

Nature's cruelty to humanity
in Bangladesh shows the
courage, vision and fertitude of
the common people with which
they struggle hard to survive
against many man-made prob-
lems without fear.

It is most unfortunate that
voluntary organisations or
agencies operating in the coun-
tries like ours only desire more
publicity than deeds.

[t seems to me that the numn-
ber of the selfless and the self-

sacrificing people is on the

warie.

Abu Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka

In praise of
monarchy

Sir, who says the British
Monarch has lost its popular-
Ity?

A recent AP despatch from
Suva, capital of Fiji, quoting
the Fijian Prime Minister re-
ported that Fiji will restore
Queen Elizabeth [I as its consti-
tutional monarch. Prime Min-

celebrating Fiji's return to the
Commonwealth said that the
Queen's restoration as the
monarch of Fiji reflect the
wishes of the Fijian people.

Good luck for the Fijians
and long live the British
Monarch as a benevolence mo-
narchy. -

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Law and crime
Sir, The lawyers to a large

extent (or usually) deals with

the criminals. They either de-
fend or prosecute the criminals.

And they are the ones who re-

ally know whether their clients
are guilty or not. But if the
lawyers come to rescue the
criminals, then criminals will be
encouraged.

By doing so, aren't they
keeping crimes alive in our so-

ciet
Iy‘;equcsl all the lawyers not

lo help the criminals in any |

way.

Maeen Uddin Sabuj
514, Zia Hall
Dhaka University.

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

The witness said after going
back to the cantonment, he
found that Zia had already
taken over the charge and was
addressing the officers as the
Chief of Army Staff before the
lu:ha.rgi:: had been handed over to
1m.

Shaliullah said Zia even
went to Bangabandhu and said
that he (Shafiullah) will not be
able to control the officers and
requested him to give the charge
of the army chief.

The PW-45 described the rea-
sons of dismissal of some offi-
cers from the army and some of
the incidents before and after
the killlmg of Bangabandhu
that included raising of Rakkhi
Bahini. Those incidents led to
comniotion in the armv as
vested quarters misinterpreted
those, he said.

About raising of the Rakkhi
Bahini, Gen Shafiullah said
with the deterioration of law
and order situation after the
independence and failure of po-
lice to recover illegal arms,
artl;ny was called out to do the
job.

As this job was hamperin
the training of the newly buiﬁ
army, Gen Shafiullah said, he
met Bangabandhu and re-
quested him to give the respon-
sibility to others and with that
aim the Rakkhi Bahini was
raised.

Some quarters reacted over
raising of the Rakkhi Bahini
and started ventilating that it
had been created as an alterna-
tive to the army, he said.

Besides, when the armir was
engaged in recovering illegal
arms, a few unruly and un-
wanted situation happened in
which some army oflicers were
involved, he added.

He said Major Dalim, who
aged in the job at Kasba

was eng
area in Comilla, beat up two to
hhatra

three members of
League to take revenge of stu-
dent-life rivalry.

Major Dalim along with
some army officers attacked the
house of Gazi Golam Mostafa
over a quarrel he picked up with
Mostafa's son in a wedding
party in 1973. Major Dalim was
relieved from the army for his
ln?{%sciplinar}r behaviour, he
said.

Major Noor, who was PS to
Deputy Chief of Army Maj Gen
Ziaur Rahman, the witness
said, was dismissed from the
service for his anti-government
statements protesting the dis-
missal of Major Dalim.

Some vested quarters made a
negative propaganda on the is-
sues and that also helped in
building commotion in the
army, he said.

e power to arrest vested in
Rakkhi Bahini by a law enacted
by the government also created
a confusion following negative

ropaganda by certain quarters,
e sald, adding that it also
created dissatisfaction in the
army.

Shafiullah said the forced
retirement of Col Taher and Lt
Col Ziauddin from the service

Continued from yesterday. page

wWas o1 ciplinary ground. He
said T-"er had been relieved of
as one day in 1974, coming to
his office, Taher said, "Sir, you
are in this post for quite a long
time, now relinquish it to Ziaur
Rahman."”

Lt Col Ziauddin, commander
of 46 Brigade, was given retire-
ment for writing an anti-gov-
ernment political article pub-
lished in the weekly Holiday, he
said, adding Bangabandhu
asked for dismissing Ziauddin
as he refused to withdraw the
article.

Gen Shafiullah added that
these two incidents had also
created dissatisfaction in the
army. _

Turning to the formation of
army in post-independence
Bangladesh, the former Army
Chief said he did not get any
‘readymade army’ and tried to
build up an institutional army.
The army, he said, was run on
ad hoc basis till 1975.

He said he had suggested that
the army be developed on the
basis of divisional concept in-
stead of brigade concept.

According to him, he failed
to build up intelligence organi-
sations of the army as he did
not get the approval for any
structure to build up the army.

Gen Shafiullah said when
his second term for the post of
Army Chief was approved by
the government, Bangabandhu
one day told him that he had
asked Zia to resign.

The witness quoted Banga-
bandhu as saying that Zia had
repeatedly told him that he
(Zia) would be able to give better
service and requested Banga-
bandhu to remove Shafiullah.
In reply, the witness said,
Bangabandhu told Zia, "You
better resign.”

He said Bangladesh Army at
that time was divided into five
inflated brigades and one of
them was in Dhaka, which was
known as 46 Brigade and Col
Shafaat Jamil was its com-
mander.

Under the 46 Brigade, there
were four infantry battalions
and one Artillery regiment and
Major Khandaker Abdur
Rashid was the commander of 2
Field Artillery Regiment.

There was only one tank reg-
iment in the army at that time
and that was under the Arm
HQ being supervised by the :
Major Syed Farooqur Rahman
was the second-in-command of
the regiment, he added.

The witness said he passed a
busy day on August 14 in dis-

osing of two charred bodies of
ndian soldiers, killed in a he-
licopter crash at Feni, and en-
gaging the engineering corp to
sweep explosives from Dhaka
University, where Banga-
bandhu had a scheduled pro-
gramme on st 15 morning.

He said on st 14 night,
he went to bed at‘-ﬁl)’out 2 to 2:30
am after finishing his job and.
woke up early in the morni
when Director of Military Intel-
ligence (DMI) Lt Col Salauddin
came to him and asked whether
I, gave permission to armour

e

lIs Court

and artillery to go to the town.

Shafiullah said the DMI in-
formed him that artillery and
armour regiments were moving
towards the radio station,
Ganobhaban and Bangaband-
hu's residence at Road 32.

The witness said he then di-
rected the DMI to go to 46
Brigade Commander Shafaat
Jamil and pass the order to re-
sist those with his infantry

trm}rs.

e said he then tried to
phone Bangabandhu, but failed
to contact. Then he rang up Col
Shafaat Jamil, and Air and

Naval chiefs. He also asked
deputy chief of army Maj Gen
Ziaur Rahman and CGS Brig
Khaled Mosharraf by phone to
rush to his house.

At one stage, Shafillah said,
he reached Bangabandhu on the
line and Bangabandhu in-
formed him of the attack and
killing of Sheikh Kamal and
asked him to send troops.

'l am doing something. Can
you come out of the house," the
witness claimed to have told
Ban%abandhu over telephone.

Shafiullah said after the ar-
rival of Gen Zia and Brig Khaled
Mosharraf within 15 to 20
minutes, he informed them of
the whole incident and directed
Khaled to go to 46 Brigade and
help Shafaat Jamil.

"But, Zia repeatedly told me
not to send Khaled Mosharraf.
‘He (Khaled) is going to spoil,’
Zia said.”

Finding no other way, the
witness said, he went to Army
HQ after sending Khaled to 46
Brigade. Zia followed him to his
office, he added.

From the office, the PW-45
said, he contacted the outside
formation commanders over
phone and talked to them.

The former Army Chief said
he first came to know about the
killing of Bangabandhu over
radio which was brought to him
by his ADC at about 7 am.

At one stage, the witness
said, Gen Zia, who was sit
in front of him, told him not to
allow Khaled Mosharraf to go
out anymore and asked him to
prepare operation order as In-
dian army might get in on this
pretext.

He said he had told Zia that
he would "look into the matter."

By the time Khaled came
back and as he started describ-
ing the satiation at the 46
Brigade, the witness said. he
heard sound of chaos from out-
side. At that time, he said, Gen
Zia, Military Secret Col AS
M Nasim and CGS Khaled
Mosharraf were present at his
room.

Gen Shafiullah said then
suddenly, Dalim along with
some armed soldiers forcibly
entered his office and targeted
their arms on him.

Although Dalim was a dis-
missed officer, the witness said,
he entered the room wearing
army uniform, keeping some
buttons of his shirt open.

— UNB

To be concluded tomorrow



