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Guyral calls on
Shahabuddin

Visiting Indian Prime Min-
ister IK Gujral made a courtesy
call on President Shahabuddin

Ahmed at Bangabhaban yester-
day rts UNB.
Wel he Indian Prime

Minister, President Shahabud-
din said Bangladesh attaches
great importance to the devel-
opment of friendly relations
wtﬂﬁ:rndla. o

erring to the Ganges wa-
ter-sharing ment and the
discussion on sharing of waters
of major common rivers, he
said these are, no doubt, a
of positive development on
lateral relations.

"As neighbours, we need
multi-dimensional cooperation
in this world of immense com-
petition for economic develop-
ment," the President said.

About the three-nation
Business Summit, President
Shahabuddin said the summit
will contribute a lot in expand-
ing economic relations among

-the three countries of the sub-
continent.

Indian Prime Minister IK
Gujral referred to the initiative
of esh for holding such
a trilateral Business Summit in
Dhaka and said this will go a
long way in improving the

u ol life of the peoples of
the sltl{rountincnt. P

i-

Hasina, Guyjral hold

exclusive talks

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had an exclusive meet-

ing with Indian Prime Minister
IK Gujral at Bangabhaban yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Before hosting the banquet
at Bangabhaban, the Bangla-
desh Prime Minister held a
formal meeting with her Indian
coun s

Hasina received the Indian
Premier at Bangabhaban and
later they had discussions on
various bilateral issues.

India outplay

From page 1

an attainable target.

Although Pakistan got off to
a sound-yet-sleepy start with
their openers Saeed Anwar and
Shahid Afridi putting on 45
runs in 11,2 overs. the disci-
plined Indian bowlers hardly
allowed their opponents to
break the shackle spreaded
around the 30-yard circle.

New ball bowlers Javagal
Srinath and Debasish Mohanty
maintained a tight line and
lerigth, and very rarely ajiowed
the Pakistan openers to exploit
the field-restriction in the first
14 overs. But it was medium

acer Robin Singh who was at
is miserly best, giving away
only 26 runs in his nine overs.

Afridi scored 29 runs off 41
balls before falling to an out-
standing effort by Saurav Gan-
guly, who ran fifteen yards to-
wards deep extra-cover to
stretch his safe hands under the
skier.

After Afridi’s departure,
Pakistan lost wickets at regular
intervals while ng to go for
lofted shots. Left-handed Saeed
Anwar scored highest 38 runs
before holing out leggie Siraj
Bahutule to Ganguly.

Azhar Mahmood scored a
quick-fire 30 off 32 balls, which
included a massive sixer off
Srinath, and Mushtaq Ahmed
smote Tendulkar over long-on
in the final over to ensure Pak-
istan cross the 200-mark.

But the Pak relief turned
into a nightmare when Ten-
dulkar and Ganguly began the
Indian chase in a maraudin
mood. And the wicket, whic
only a couple of hours ago ap-
peared a bit slow, sugdenl}r
turned into a batsman's par-
adise with the Indian opening
pair in full cry.

Although Tendulkar de-
stroyed the Pakistan bowling, it
was Ganguly who initiated the
assault with some exquisite
cover drives, Started playing in
the shadow of the West Bengal
hero, Tendulkar came out of his
shell blasting a massive sixer
off Aaqib Javed.

He then went on to hammer
a couple of sixes in successive
overs of Saglain Mushtaq forc-
in% Latif to remove the off-
spinner from the attack.
Saqlain conceded 21 runs in
those two ﬂrﬂdi al overs.

Tendulkar then took leg-
spinner Mushtaq Ahmed for a
ride with a couple of lusty blows
over the rope. He completed his
39th half-century in one-day
cricket playing only 43 balls.

With Tendulkar on song, In-
dia reached their 50 in 7.5
overs, 100 in 16 overs, and 150
came in only 22.3 overs. The
former Indian captain was ad-
judged the most-valuable-

layer of the final by the
orldTel later.

Ganguly, who scored 11 and
13 in two matches earlier, re-
::ifed his nE?tE:ﬁhE\édth an en-

rprisin - inclusive
nfcighti%urn.{} uly was ad-
j% before off Mushtag.
e departure of Gan-
guly in the 31st over with the
scoreboard reading at 182 for
two, Azhar, who scored an un-
beaten 30, guided India to vic-
tory without further damage,
milking the required runs

alo with vice-captain Aja
.ilu:;gawhn ;

1 not out on
“The second final of the
three-match mandatory series
will be held on January 16 at
the same venue.,
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want Bangladesh should de-
velop its productive capacity so
that it could produce goods to
increase trade with India. In
this regard, we are willing to
provide all sorts of concessions
to Bangladesh.”

The Indian premier said, "We
treat Bangladesh with a great
deal of understanding and sym-
Ealh}r. India has extended its

and of cooperation to
Bangladesh in all matters.

Asked if there were any out-
standing problems ~with
Bangladesh and whether he
would seek transit facilities,
Gujral replied, "The relations
between Bangladesh and India
are such that there are no real
issues. Both countries are hav-
ing a cooperative spirit.”

India, he said, has also uni-
laterally allowed transit to
Nepal for using Chittagong
Port.

When told that certain stiff
conditions were imposed relat-
ing to Nepal's transit and
whether it was a reflection of
the mindset. Gujral said, "We
have made a beginning. Slowly
things are bound to change."

He said he is happy that the
water sharing treaty between
Bangladesh and India has es-
tablished a landmark in bilat-
eral relations.

When told that Bangladesh
did not receive the stipulated
share of its water, Gujral said.
“There was a shortage of water
last year due to natural causes.
When we share prosperity, we
must share suff s also.”

Asked if India has made a
request for the extradition of
ULFA leader Anup Chetia as re-
ported in the press, the Indian
premier replied, "Our request is
there.”

When it was pointed out that
there was no extradition treaty
between the two countries, Gu-
jral said, "Extradition treaty is
not universal. Extradition
treaty does not exist between
many countries. Ultimately we
must help each other. We must
cooperate so that criminals and
terrorists do not flourish."

Asked if some progress has
been made in the north-eastern
region of his country, Gujral
said, historically the north-
eastern region was a unit
economic zone. "Without harm-

3-nation business

summit
ing the sovereignty of our coun-

tries, we must see how economic
cooperation can be built."

In reply to a question
whether Eja

policy o ater
cooperation with neighbours

would continue if he or his
United Front did not return to
ﬂowcr in the ensuing elections,

e replied, "l am sure that the
ball of cooperation that has
been set rolling will keep mov-
ing ahead.”

Asked about the proposed
one-to-one meeting with his
Pakistan counterpart Nawaz
Sharif due to take place in
Dhaka today, Gujral said that
he was optimistic about the out-
come of the talks. This will be
their fourth exclusive meeting,
he t??]natlnn:d. ;

. ve great respect for him
(Sharif). We do appﬁal: each
other's difficulties.”

Responding to a suggestion
that his United Front coalition
may succeed and he may
become prime minister again,
Gurl.ra] said smilingly, "In the
holy month of an that is
our determination and your
hope is our prayer.”

"I am an incurable optimist.”

Delhi HC orders
repatriation of
10 Bangladeshi

children

NEW DELHI, Jan 14: The
Delhi High Court has permitted
the Indian government to repa-
triate 10 Bangladeshi children
lodged in “Prayas” juvenile
home in the city, reports BSS.

A division bench comprising
Justice YK Sabharwal and Jus-
tice MK Sharma on Tuesday
gave the direction while allow-
ing the urgent application
moved by the union govern-
ment seeking a direction to
Prayas to hand over the chil-
dren and order their repatria-
tion to Bangladesh.

A total of 16 children were
rescued by the Delhi police
while they were being taken "il-
legally" to Dubai. The police
also arrested some penpﬁ:* al-
leged to be the parents of the
children, who were later re-
manded to judicial custody and
sent to Tihar jail.

While ten children, aged over
six years, were lodged in
Prayas. the rest of the six were
aﬂut;wed to stay with their "par-
ents.”

Media centre at
Sonargaon Hotel

A media center has been set
up at Sonargaon Hotel on the
occasion of the three-nation
Business Summit to be held to-
day, reports UNB.

Telephone numbers of the
media centre are: 9129807-9
(T&T) and 9129800-3 (PID), said
an official handout yesterday.

Tight security for

summit leaders

Security has been beefed up
for the three South Asian lead-
ers attending the first ever
Business Summit to be held in
the city today, reports UNB.

The law enforcing agencies
have taken special measures to
ensure tight security for the In-
dian and Pakistani Premiers as
well as the host Prime Minister.

Over 2,000 members of law
enforcing agencies have already
been deployed in the city's dif-
ferent strategic points, police
officials said yesterday.

The security arrangements
will remain in force till con-
clusion of the summit and de-
parture of the Prime Ministers
of India and Pakistan.

The advanced security teams
from Pakistan and India had
been in Dhaka ahead of the ar-
rival of Indian PM IK Gujral
and Pakistani PM Nawaz
Sharif.

The teams discussed the se-
curity measures with the local
authorities and visited the
venue of the summit and the
places where the dignitaries
will stay, the sources said.

The security men, which in-
clude the members of Special
Security Force, will keep con-
stant watch on the movement of
the VVIPs to avert any unto-
ward incident.

Goods train

derails

LALMONIRHAT, Jan 14:
Several bogies of a goods train
derailed near Naldanga station
in between Bonarpara and
Syedpur stations this morning,
reports UNB.

Lahore HC
SumMmons

Benazir

LAHORE, Jan 14: A Pak-
istani High Court today sum-
moned former Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto to appear before
it next month in connection
with her alleged bank accounts
in Switzerland, court officials
said, reports AFP.

Justice Ehsanul Haq Chaud-
hury of the Lahore High Court
issued the summons on a writ
filed by a local advocate, Javed
Igbal Jafari.

Rangamati
From page 1
(PCP), died in a hospital from
injuries he suffered in clashes
th police who used batons
and tear gas to disperse a group
of tribals attacking Bengalee
alrm s at about mid-night on
ay.

The atfack followed clashes
between police and PCP ac-
tivists who attacked a Bengalee-
owned shop on the campus of
the Rangamati University Col-
lege earlier in the day in a bid to
evict him. The clashes ensued
when police intervened. Four
policemen were also injured.

When the news about the
death of Rantu Chakma spread,
some fribesmen attacked the
Bengalee settlers at Kathalch-
hari and hacked Ali Akbar, a
trader, to death with machettes.

Tension was prevailing in
the town and its adjoining ar-
eas. Police stepped up security
to prevent escalation of vio-
lence, correspondents from

llilangamati reported quoting po-
ce.

From page
nessmen of the three countries
are expected to voice the prob-

lems they face in matters of re-
gional trade, particularly inter-
country trade. Problems of eco-
nomic liberalisation, tariff
golicies. trade regime, customs
arriers and bureaucracy are
some of the issues likely to be
addressed at the Summit.

The problem of economic
barriers in their home coun-
tries and the infrastructure in
the region for movement of
%ﬂﬂds will come up for review.

fficials and businessmen con-
cerned said that ways and
means of increasing trade and
investment would certainly
dominate the agenda of the
Business Summit.

The Summit will strive for
closer interaction between the
private sector and government
in the three countries. The
viewpoints expressed by the

| men in business will enable the

government leaders to review
economic policies of the three
countries and work out ways
and means of increasing t.rad{.
promoting joint venture and
setting up institutional link-

The concluding session will
be held after Iftar, attended by
the prime ministers. A joint
declaration, to be known as the

Dhaka declaration, is likely to

4 be adopted at the session.

The three prime ministers
are due to address a joint press
conference on conclusion of the
Summit.

will be

A state banquet
hosted by Sheikh Hasina at 8
pm today at the Bangabhaban
in honour of the visiting digni-
taries.

Gujral arrived in the cit
yesterday afternoon. He is h:ad}-'
ing a delegation that includes
the State Minister for Com-
merce. He was received at the
airport by Hasina and given a
19 -salute.

e Indian premier will la
a wreath at the Nationa
memorial at Savar. He will
leave Dhaka tonight.

Nawaz Sharif is due to arrive
this mo around 11 am. His
delegation will include Foreign
Minister Gauhar Ayub Khan
and Finance Minister Sartaz
Aziz, besides senior officials.

The Bangladesh premier will
receive her Pakistani counter-
part at the airport. He will be
given a 19~an salute.

Nawaz Sharif, besides par-
ticipating in the Summit, will

stay back till Janu 17 for a
two-day bilateral ﬂasli{.

Another highlight of the
E:tht iath: I:I:]ndr]-ln-unc

weern an premier an
the Pakistan premier.

FBBCI President Yussuf Ab-
dullah Harun told The Dail
Star that he hoped the S t

onomic community

would be able to lay a firm basis
of business cooperation among
the industrialists and traders of
the three countries,

“The investor community is
looking forward to the Summit
with great expectation and ho
that they would be able to help
create a more congenial atmo-
sphere for doing business."

Summit Objectives

The three main objectives of
the Summit that have been out-
lined are "To make a plank for
close interaction among the
private sectors and the govern-
ments of the three countries
which would enable mutual un-
derstanding of the viewpoints
and challenges faced by each as
the region tries to integrate
along a multitude of dimen-
sions.

The Summit will provide an
nplxrrtunj to review economic
policies of the three countries
and to discuss ways and means
of increasing trade and promot-
ing joint venture linkages to in-
crease cooperation.

The Summit aims at sending
a clear signal to the interna-

tional community about the
strength and of the gov-
ernments of India

and Pakistan to match invest-
ment opportunities and incen-
tives oftered to foreign in-
vestors.
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BNP has dishonoured
President by boycotting
JS speech: ALPP

Awami League Parliamen-
tary Party (ALPP) has con-
demned the main opposition
BNP's ott of the House dur-
ing the speech of President
Shahabuddin Ahmed, reports
UNB.

The meeting, held at
Sangsad Bhaban with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair, said President Sha-
habuddin is a respectable and

neutral person.

By boycotting his h, the
opposition party dishonoured
the President and undermined
the Parliament, the meetin
remarked while criticising BN
for its continuous boycott of
parliament.

Addressing
Leader of the

members,
ouse reiterated
her call to op tion BNP to re-
turn to the House which, she
claimed, 'has been turned into
the centre of all activities.'

"We have made the Parlia-
ment the centre point of all ac-
tivities and the opposition
party should join the House in

the greater interest of the na-
tion." she added.

Hasina said it is not clear on
what issue opposition BNP is
boycotting the Parliament. She
mentioned that the Awami

. when it was in the oppo-
sition, staged a walkout as it
was not allowed to take in
discussion on torture of Hebron
Muslims.

Later, the party started
movement for establishing vot-
ing I;Ighlu of the people and boy-
cotted the parliament to protect
people’s rights, she said.

The ALPP meeting thanked
the Election Commission, all
concerned with the election and
the people for their cooperation
in holding free and fair Union
Parishad elections in the coun-

try.
It also hailed the signing of

the peace accord on Chittagong
Hill Tracts,

KNM resumes

production

By Staff Correspondent |
KHULNA, Jan 14: Khulna

* Newsprint Mills resumed pro-

duction today.

The production was sus-
pended since December 27 due
to fund and fuel crisis.

A reliable source of the mills
said that it would gtc; for produc-
tion of white print by the end of
the current month.

Meanwhile, the Power De-
velopment Board, Khulna has
issued a notice asking the mill
authorities to pay the outstand-
ing electricity bills of Taka 3.71
crore by February 5, otherwise,
the PDB was threatened to snap
power connection.

Speaker

From
the House. page 1

"l am always to facili-
tate discussions with each other
(Treasury and Opposition
benches) to resolve any parlia-
mentary problem," the Speaker
said.

Claiming that he had always
tried to run the affairs of the
House neutrally under the coun-
try's Constitution and Sangsad
Rules of Procedure, the Speaker
said: "I will try to conduct the
House with the same neutrality
in future.”

He also categorically assured
that his door was always open
for all, irrespective of political
parties and opinions. "Anyone
at anytime can discuss any-
thing with me to resolve any
parliamentary problem.”

The major opposition party
in parliament adesh Na-
tionalist Party has been boy-
cotting the proceedings
since AuFunl last year to press
home a t_—lpolnt charter of de-
mands, including, what it says,
adequate scope for voicing peo-

‘ple's problem in the House. On

the other hand, the Jamaat-e-
Islami, has recently announced
that it would not return to the
House tll::m thte] gnveg;né:nt
scraps recen HT
3 y sign

The House was adjourned
with the completion of Presi-
dential address at 1:00 pm. It
will resume at 11:00 a.m.

| on January 19.

From page 1
sition views and restraint are
essential for national in -

tion and economic develop-
ment. The political leaders, ir-
respective of party affiliation,
should strive for creating
awareness among the people on
these issues."

"I‘h::j Pruifdcnt sal:lh since as-
sumption o . the present
government Eau been making
untiring efforts to achieve the
desired goal of improving the
lot of the people. But the gov-
ernment has been facing ad-
verse situations allthro . he
said without elaborating.

"Democracy s gaining
grngn:] 1In hB adesh a::ld is
gradu eading towards a
success., We shmxh:F our-
selves to face the challenges of
the 21st century, bringing in
pr:?rm and prosperity for the
nation,” he said.

He said, "We should remain
ever vigilant so that the lives
that were sacrificed in the War
of Independence and in the
movement for re-establishing

does not go in vain.
Let it be our mission to assure
our future generation a haplp?r.
gruup-emuu and improved life
ugh fruitful realisation of
the immense tﬁrua cts and
courage to face the challenges of
the next century.”

In his address, President

highlighted achievements of

the government over the last
one and a half years and also
some of its future plans. He

zoomed In on a wide spectrum
of crucial aspects of the na-
tional life ranging from judi-
ciary to the CHT peace accord,
national economy to economic
diplomacy.

President Shahabuddin
said, an efficient legal system
and court administration is a
precondition for establishing
social discipline and ensuring
sound economic development.
In the absence of required re-
forms, the judicial system is

facing stagnation, he observed.
t

The government has
underlm number of reform

programmes, he said mentioned
the Tk 200 crore Judicial and

S-member panel

of chairmen

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury yest{:?dny nomij-
nated a five-member panel of
chairmen to preside over the
8th session of Parliament in
the absence of Speaker and

DCEF:F Speaker, reports UNB.
e

anel members are Ad-

vocate mat Ali, Dr TIM Fa-
zle Rabbi Chowdhury, Imran
Ahmed, Prof Rezaul m and

Prof Panna Kaiser.

| Make parliament effective

Legal Capacity Building Project.
He also mentioned
metropolitan sessions courts
and bankruptcy courts, Law
Commission, Judicial Training
Institute.

Sincerity, firm commitment
and relentless efforts of the
government for a permanent
resolution of the problems in
Chittagong Hill Tracts resulted
in aluczee?fdn.jdal mnclumli?n of the
proion ogue signing
of the peace accord with the
Parbatya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity on December
2 last year, he said.

“The peace accord is the con-
firmation of this government's
commitment to democracy,
rights of citizens and socio-
economic well-being of the
people. Everyone, irrespective
of party or opinion, must come
fcu}rrrahrd to ensure peace in the

He said development part-
ners have responded favourably
to government's plans for de-
vclnﬁamcnt of CHT Development
works have already begun. For
speedy processing of develop-
ment projects, a separate cell
has been created in the Plan-
ning Commission.

rming to law and order,
the President gave a resume of
special eﬂ'urts%;r law enforcing
agencies.

Laudin% role of Armed
Forces in the UN peace mis-
sions, President Shahabuddin
expressed the hoBe that the pa-
triotic Armed Forces would
keep themselves above any con-
troversy and contribute to na-
tional reconstruction.

No obituary

reference in JS
By Staff Correspondent

In a departure from usual
practice, there was no obituary
reference on the o day of
the Jatiya Sangsamm ses-
sion rﬂtﬂd!ﬁé

Usually, t apcm? day of
every session of the Sangsad
witnesses obituary reference on
eminent personalities including
members of parliament.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury admitted before the
House that they were aware of
the death of some important
{)eople du the period be-

ween the last session and the
present one.

The Speaker told the House
that they received information
about the deaths just before the
beginning of the session. This
is why they could not collect de-
tails about the deceased.

He, however, assured that
nece :rtﬁps would be taken
in this regard.

2 killed, 10 hurt
in B’baria
bridge collapse

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 14:
At least two people were killed
and 10 others injured in a
bridge collapse in Sadar thana
of the district today.

According to tnesses,
the incident took place when
some labourers were
the abandoned Uzanisher
Bridge at around 3 pm. Sud-
denly the south portion of the

bridge collapsed to the ground,

resulting in deaths of two
labourers on the spot and injur-
ing 10 others.

The bodies were sent to
Sadar hospital where the in-
ured admitted to the same
ospital.

BNP EC meets
Sunday

A meeting of the national
executive committee of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) will be held at 29 Minto
Road at 10 am on Sunday, re-

UNB.

BNP General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in a
statement yesterday urged all
members and s commit-
tee members, district presi-
dents, conveners and parlia-
ment members of the party to

attend the meeting.

NCCHT, PCIJSS
From page 1

ened security around the Circuit
House and its surrounding ar-
eas.
PCJSS leaders have already
arrived at their temporary
headquarters in Dudukchhara,
a tiny frontier hamlet under
Panchhari thana.

They will be brought to Cir-
cuit House by a tary heli-
copter from there, our Kha-
grachhari correspondent added.

Khagrachhari

From page 1
CHT and PCJSS will sit tomor-
row at the local circuit house to
discuss the arms surrender and
others related issues.

PSOP announced the pro-
amme from a rally held at
uslimpara Pri School in

Matiranga thana today.

Our Khagrachhari Corre-
spondent adds: Authorities
clam section 144 in Mati-
ranga Natunpara college area to

revent the Awami e led

agorik Committee and the
BNP led Oikkyo Parishad from
holding rallies there today as
both sides convened rallies at
the same venue and same tima

%y

Sonali Bank

AND PROGRESS

Janata Bank

A SUCCESS WHICH WILL GO A
LONG WAY TOWARDS PEACE

@

Agrani Bank
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