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Greetings to Summiteers

We wistfully look forward to the .tri-nation
summit beginning in the city today to break new
rounds in the business relationship among the
ree subcontinental neighbours — India, Pakistan
and host Bangladesh. It is the maiden major meet-
- ing of such kind within the SAARC region. It is
~our sincere hope that in the reassuring presence of
-~ Inder Kumar Gujral, Mian Nawaz Sharif and
Sheikh Hasina the powerful business delegations
of the three countries will do something worth
their while to help the much vaunted notion of re-
gional cooperation descend on reality from the
realms of rﬂetnﬂc. We want to see this summit go
down in the history as some sort of sign post in ef-
fective explorative exercise in economic coopera-

tion.
There is no denying that Indo-Pak relationship

is the key to greater economic cooperation in this
region. Any attempt to bypass this reality is bound
to make all efforts ineftectual as it has been the
case in the past. But at the centre of improvement
in their bilateral relationship lies the Kashmir is-
sue. It has not only vitiated the relationship of the
two countries in the last 50 years but has also
greatly chipped away from the economic potential
of the region. It gladdens our hearts immensely
that both Mr. Gujral and Sharif seem to have
grasped this reality better than any of their prede-
cessors. We hope today they begin from where they

had left off in Washington.
Our hopes around this summit border on robust

optimism because it is a whole new atmosphere
that all the characters will be playing their role in.
As the largest economy in South Asia, we expect
India to give momentum to the whole idea of re-
gional cooperation. Ideally it will be a leadershiF
that will not limit itself to the narrow idea of self
gain but will open up for smaller economies like
ours to pull our weight in the regional approach to
meet the millennial challenges. To tap each other's
resources Pakistan will have to come up with new
vision because in words and actions Bangladesh

has shown its preparedness.
There was a time when this economic coopera-

tion was a matter of choice. No more. The world is
fast pacing away from this region to reach new
peaks of economic prosperity. We have to cooperate
with each other for survival.

The Central Bank Report

Like in most other years, the Bangladesh Bank
Annual Report for fiscal 1996-97 has been released
six months behind the Calendar date. It had better
been published in July-August 1997 to be of greater
relevance. So, it cannot read very novel or crispy,
especially given the fact that no aspect of the 1996-
97 economy had been spared statistical analyses
and critical appreciations in the local media and
among donor agencies beforehand. Hence, a study
of the just-released Bangladesh Bank annual re-
port carl bnly ‘be meaniingful if it is done in con-
junction 'with' a close loak taken at the economic
we have crossed. |

The 1996-97 fiscal ended with a GDP growth rate
of 5.7 per cent as compared with 5.4 per cent in the
preceding year. Agriculture came to the rescue
again, growing at a rate of 6 per cent compared with
3.7 per cent recorded the year before. It was a good
crop year, rendered so by largely calamity-free

weather conditions. By contrast, as the first re-
ports of high rice prices suggested Aman harvest

might not be up to our best expectations.

In order to sustain the GDP growth rate to a
point where it can stabilise at 7 per cent we obvi-
ously need to strengthen the industrial sector
which has been thrown completely out of gear in
recent years. When in 1995-96 industrial growth
was estimated at 5.3 per cent it was regarded as a
major cause for concern since 10-11 per cent indus-
trial growth had been recorded previously. And
more frustratingly it plummeted further by 2 per
cent during fiscal 1996-97 largely because of severe
disruptions in power and gas supplies which ought
to be more under human control than the natural
vagaries that affect the fate of agriculture one way
or the other.

Bangladesh Bank's recipe for greater industrial
investments strikes a responsive chord with us.
Indeed, new projects and programmes will have to
be adopted and implemented, but given the project
implementation rate under the current ADP, re-
ported to be "the lowest ever since 1973," radical
steps are certainly warranted in this area. The im-
pediments to better aid disbursement and utilisa-
tion must be removed in consultation with donors
and by setting our own house in order. The thought

that poor ADP performance has come as a savin
gracé)in the light of declining revenue mllectiuﬁ

must not be entertained any more; for, this can
make us complacent and inactive on both counts
with dire consequences for the national economy.

Infructuous Parliament

Another session of the parliament has got un-
derway with the main opposition BNP outside the
House. We had observed in this column earlier and
WEe reiterate once again that the boycott policy BNP
has been pursuing is endangering the future of
democratic culture in the country.

Even if the CHT peace agreement which BNP is
now projecting as a stumbling block on their way
to a possible return to parliament demands that it
take its rightful position in the parliament to de-
bate the matter. If the agreement is so harmful for
the country as the party seems so convinced about
it, it is all the more imperative for the party to dis-
I cuss it in the parliament and register their protest
in its hallowed precincts.

By staying away from the House it is not only
I doing injustice to its own argument but also doing

a great disfavour to itself; because if it sees itself as
a party beyond now and today it should understand
that it is morally obligated fo its future electorate
to record its opposition to a treaty it deems as being
against the interest of the country. In its ardour for
antiparliamentary inclination the party seems to
have forgotten that MPs enter a moral covenant
| with the electorate whenever they seek votes to

cipate in parliamentary sessions. We urge the

NP to change its policy for the future of thi 2
try, for the future Efp democracy. S coun

L

score-card of the first half of fiscal 1997-98 which !

the summit is going to take place in a ve
changed l%lruba] environment central to whic
is the need South Aala.tnndaay more attention
to economic cooperation interaction, both
at the inter-governmentary level and, much
more importantly, interaction in the private sec-
tor.

Of course we have SAARC. We have mutual
cooperation within the framework of SAARC.
We also have the SAARC Chamber of Commerce
and Industry.

But we [elt that these three countries, India,
Pakistan and adesh, make up a very over-
whelming population of Asia, ha % the three
largest economies in South Asia. These coun-
tries, in a sense, have a very special role to play
because this is really where the very overwhelm-
ing section of the private sector is active.

Secondly. there should be a clear signal
which goes out to the imternational community,
foreign investors that India, Pakistan and
B adesh not only provide an excellent loca-
tion for investors, but that they themselves,
through this process of interaction, are plan-
ning, to create the nec environment and
climate to attract foreign investment.

We are to send these s to our own
private sectors. | think what this confer-
ence special is it being termed as a 'business
summit’. It is an attempt to bring together not
simply the prime ministers of the three coun-
tries but also the foreign, finance and other min-
isters of these countries along with senior repre-
sentatives, major plagm in the ‘ll:vr:lvate sectors
of India, Pakistan and B :

I think it's important for governments to
know and to hear from the private sector what
needs to be done, what they need to do to create
the right environment.

It is equally important that we ise that
all that we need to do is to respond in the way of
our legislation, in our organisation. To cite
something very specific, we can start by making
our customs laws and regulations more respon-

Ithink the first point we need to stress is that

E three-nation South Asia tri te talks
I !n Dhaka on January 15 will be long on
rhetoric but terribly short on substance.
More than Pakistan and desh, it is India
that needs to augment her trade within the
sub-continent to give a choice of economic
amelioration to her teeming millions. Pakistan
and Bangladesh do get residual benefits but
not on the same scale as our neighbour.
While Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's excellent
initiative to get all talking on such lines must be
appreciated it must also be clearly understood
by all concerned that there are two major in-
hibiting factors that will govern the future of
trade and commerce in the South Asian sub-
continent, viz (1) the core problem of Kashmir
and (2) the fear that India's indus may
overwhelm that of its neighbours because
sustained protection over the years and
economy of scale because of numbers make its
products much more competitive.

History is witness to the fact that not only
was the South Asian sub-continent the cross-
roads of commerce but its raw materials and
products provided for the shifting of the focus of
industry to the western world. Strange as it may
seem now, Bengal, which encom s modern
Bangladesh and India's west Bengal, was once
the granary of the sub-continent and for man
East Asian countries. The Sultan of Istanb
would get the hull of his warships made in the
islands of Hatiya and Sandwip. The commerce
was so frequent that piracy flourished in the
Bay of Bengal as Dutch and uguese pirates

joined in with locals to make the islands of the

coast safe havens from where to operate. Pira
wuas only less frequent in the Arabian Sea, o
the coast of what is now Pakistan and that only
because of the strength of the Arab naval forces
in the area. To the exclusion of the rest of South
Asia. the historical silk-route passed through
territories now comprising Pakistan.

THE THREE-NATION SUMMIT
Towards a New Beginning

by Farooq Sobhan

sive to the ch business environment.
Obviously in a one-day meeting, there is only
so much you can achieve. Through this process
of dialogue we can get some ideas and su
from both the sides, from the government. The
Euenne is that we iwﬂl. thro 4 this Etrucenu of
ln.logur:. some Im t ideas and sugges-
tions frumg?:tnm sides, from the gtg:wm:l
the private sector on how to create a better envi-
ronment for business and investment.

I think it's important that we look at what the
current bottlenecks in the area of infrastructure
are. [ know that in the case of India, Pakistan
and B adesh, we need to improve our own
commmunications. We need to improve our ship-
ﬁlng communication, our air links, our road

nks, our railway links because that is what un-
-derpins business and industry.

We need to look at the exis banking facili-
ties. We need to look at capitatinlﬁarkets. at how
we can have a better interaction in both the fi-
nancial sector as well as the communication sec-
tor which, in a sense, underpins business and
commerce.

We see this as something which reinforces re-
glonal cooperation, reinforces SAARC. The pro-
cess of regional cm{pcrnuun requires building
blocs. So just as we felt it was essential in order
to optimise, get the full benefit of geographical
ambiguity, we talk in terms of sub-regional co-
gjp:muun. in the same way we think that the In-

. Bangladesh, Pakistan, link is where the pri-
vate sector has a special role to play and should
be enco to do so. We can learn from the ex-
ample of ASEAN where they have a number of
growth triangles, a number of interactions and

ons

numnuplng; within ASEAN to reinforce
AS and to give it more substance. I think'
that is really the context in which we should
view the initiative.

We must look into the question of how can we
make, South Asia as a whole. more competitive.
This whole question is of competitiveness, of
meeting global standards, of meting the ISO 9000
standards, the role of the chambers. In India the
chambers play a leading role in trying to incul-
cate much higher standards and creating the
tralninﬁ--lnfrautructure which is necessary to
make this possible.

The strength of ASEAN is to be seen in three
different specific areas. One is that they have
converted themselves into an effective refiona]
ﬁroupin%; And they can stand up collectively and

efend their interests. That is one essential

element in the new global trading system. That

Leedu to reflect itself in what is happening inside
la.

The second important element here is the fact
that you have the opportunity for joint ventures.
for interaction at several levels within the busi-
ness community. One of our major problems is
mindset. Certainly for 25 years and more they
have been used to dealing within a certain very
restricted business community. But the rules of
the game have changed completely and whether
we like it or not, we have to pfa_',r by the new rules
of the game.

We need to get a dialogue going between busi-
ness bodies and the government. In India, Pak-
istan and in Bangladesh, there have been dia-
logues between government and the chambers.

. But | think it would be very useful to see this as a

View from Pakistan

collective dialogue because there are very impor-
tant points of common interest.
There is an 'either-or’' syndrome that exists in

Bangladesh and Bangladeshi politics. By ‘either-
or' syndrome, | mean that no rmment of
B esh can be friendly with both India and

Pakistan at the same time. You have to pick one
or the other. But times have c . And any-
way | think that it was, if it did exist, a tot
erroneous conception. Bangladesh must first
and foremost always think of its own interests.
va.rinﬁlfrum that interest is the imperative of
at it has good relations with all coun-
:ﬂt:; i:}t?uuth Asia including India and Pak-
stan. s equally important that it encourages
ood relations between India and Pakistan. Po-
itically it's certainly good, economically it's
certainly good, and that's certainly what the for-
eign investor wants to hear and [ would certainly
like to think that's what our own industrialists
want to hear, see and contribute.

I realise the private sector in Bangladesh is
experiencing a certain degree of pain, a certain
degree of anxiety. This is equally true of India

of Pakistan. Our Paln perhaps derives from
the fact that we see Indian goog: flooding our
market. But I think it's important that we con-
ceive oi Bangladeshi goods, if not
Indian markets, at least entering it in large
quantities. '

One of the issues of plugging South Asia
in ASEAN, into Europe, is ;uing to be the Asian
Highway. There is this -set that when goods
Cross h, it's to be from point A in
India to point B in India. But these are goods
which are going to be travelling from Paris to
Hong Kong, from Singapore to Pakistan. It's a
major arterial route we are talking about. I
cannot think of a single more important infras-
tructure for Bangladesh to be plugged into than
the Asian highway and railway as soon as
possible.

The above are excerpts from the author’s
Epeech delivered at a recent Daily Star

oundtable on the Three-nation Summit.

Iripartite Trade Talks

by Ikram Sehgal

As everyone knows crime only flourishes off
lucrative ur&lem and there was no more lucrative
than the trade and commerce off the coast
of the South Asian sub-continent and in the
mountainous areas of the North. This situation
has now been totally reversed, from a net
outflow of goods and produce there is almost a
one-way inflow of and produce. Because
we were mercilessly exploited by the British, who
denuded us systematically of our resources (and
our skills), for the past fifty years after
independence the countries of South Asia have
been playing catch-up with the rest of the world.
Because of a myriad reasons we got left behind
in the throes of the Asian miracle.

Now with the 'nEcr economics becoming
p at. it may not have been a bad thing after
all. e unfortunate fact remains that the

ples of South Asia need to cooperate to better

eir economic conditions very much as other re-
El:mu have done or else we will be left so far

hind the civilized countries might as well
put a "CHINA WALL" around us to contain the
anarchy that will ensue and become the order of
the day.

Already we are showing signs of that
savagery in refusing to live as amiable com-
munities. As a businessman and now a political
leader of some note, Mian Nawaz Sh is one
of the strongest advocates of South Asian
Cooperation to ever appear at the helm of affairs
in Pakistan but here he runs against India's
position over Kashmir. Unless India allows major
meaningful concessions to Pakistan, it is incon-

ceivable that an overnment in Pakistan
would survive full fledged trade with India.

While Pakistan speaks of full sovereignty for
the disputed territory of Kashmir, one believes
that initiatives that will give freedom short of
full independence that would include free access
to Pakistan and India equitably would be reluc-
tantly a ble to the people of Pakistan. Both
sides have their reasons but Pakistan has
historical and traditional affinities other than
religion that far surpass India's claims.

ndian counterpart businessmen who meet
me frequently at World Economic Forum's
organised meetings at Davos and other
locations, have emphasized repeatedly their
interest in Pakistan as a market and their need
for a direct access through Pakistan to the
Central Asian markets in exclusion of the
problem of Kashmir. | have repeatedly explained
to Rahul Bajaj. Jamshed &udr:j. jiv Kaul,
etc that neither will take place as long as the
Kashmir situation remains alive, that unless
they can convince their government (of the day)
to settle this issue, the aspirations of the
peoples of South Asia to have that land access
will be frustrated. To that end the best hope
that the Indians have at this time is in the form
of Pakistan's present PM, indeed he is visibl
keen to solve the problems but he knows that if
he gives away the only bar airﬁn; chip witheut
reciprocity. he will not last fong as PM, mandate
or no mandate. it '

On the other hand, South Asians, India rnuclh |

more than others, must understand that

-nationalist establishment, When they
-tD come to terms with their ambitions and make
. .compromises for all the pe
- Asian  sub-continent; then Seith Asia will be

Pakistan is today at the crossroads of the
region. The unofficial trade passin thmush
Pakistan is almost double of the official trade. 90
ger cent of Dubai's transit trade transits throu
akistan to destinations in Iran (part of the
Middle East), Central Asia (includin
Afghanistan) and India (representing Sout
Asia). By reducing customs duty to 15 per cent
for finished products and fo zero for raw
material, parts and spares, the unofficial trade
will become official when transittin thrnuﬁh
Pakistan and will force-multiply to the
exclusion of the rest of South Asia. While
Pakistan will certainly benefit from mutual
trade because of the decreased freight charges
and direct access to South Asia, particularly
India, Pakistan does not need South Asia as
much as South Asia needs Pakistan to fulfil their
Iuﬂ::%—dtnlcd land access to Central Asia and
parts of the Middle East.

. Pakistan would be foolish to bargain
away its position of logistical strength without
definite solution of the Kashmir problem. As
such one does not expect much in Dhaka but a
refteration of the hope that goes with mutual
cooperation and a lot of rhetoric of the vision
that evades us without that cooperation. Even if
Pakistan were to take the risk that its over-
E;utm:tcd industries would not be overwhelmed

India as has happened in many sectors in
Bangladesh because of the o
free trade, the core issue of Kashmir will not go
away, and as lo as that remains mutual
trade In South Asia is going nowhere. The
solution lies with the rulers of India. political
and bureaucratic, in short the extremely
are ready

ning of limited

oples of the South

to regain the commercial glory that we had five
hundred years ago and earlier.

BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of Cross Examination of 44th

Prosecution Witness

(Continued from yesterday)

The cross-examination of
the 44th PW, Col (retd) Shafaat
Jamil, by Advocate Khan Saifur
Rahman, defence counsel for Lt
Col (dismissed) Syed Farooqur
Rahman resumed on Tuesday.
Following are the excerpts:

Q: You have the habit of writ-
ing. Your write-ups were pub-
lished in the newspapers.

A: | don't have the habit of
writing. | give dictation to oth-
ers and they write for me. And
those write-ups are published in
the newspapers.

Q: Did you read the book
“Three army coups and some
untold stories" written by Col
Hamid?

A: | read the first edition of
the book.

Q: Did you know that Col
Hamid appeared as a witness in
this case?

A: Yes.

Q: You did not make any
written protest against that
book.

A: No,

Q: It was written in the book
that you had expressed happi-
ness on August 15 morning at
the 46 Enfade HQ and you told
Col Hamid: "Sir, freedom t-
ers have done it before and
have done it ." And it was
also written in the book that in
K;::ur presence Brig Khaled

osharraf had directed the Air
Force over phone to make a
'show of force' over Rakkhi
Bahini at Savar by a jet fighter.
Is it true?

A: Col Hamid did not come to
the 46 Brigade. He was a Lt Col
and 1 was a full Colonel, so
question of calling him 'sir' did
not arise. The mention in the
book of contacting the Air
Force was also totally false. Af-
ter the sepoy revolution Hamid
had been promoted to the rank
of log area commander for his
activities and he filed a charge-
sheet against me for my in-
volvement in the 3rd November
incident. And the intention of
that charge-sheet was to hang
me through a court martial.
Failing to do so, Hamid, a repa-
triated officer from Pakistan,
came up with false and fabri-
cated statements to assassinate
n;ly chall;?:t:lt]ur. hﬂf the seven
charges e charge-sheet
pareﬁ by him against me, f:uur
were for ca'(_:l:ital gun.llhmt‘

Q: Col Hamid was commis-
sioned along with Ziaur Rah-
man in 1953,

A: Yes,

Q: General Shaflullah was
also their batch mate,

A: Yes,

Q: From which batch you
were?

A: 1 was commissioned in

April, 1964.
Q: You got two years' senior-

—d ity as a freedom fighter.

A: Yes.

Q: Col Hamid was senior to
you in service.

A: By rank he was junior to
me,

Q: For the first time you are
protesting against the writings
of Col Hamid in this court.

A: | wrote this matter in an
article published in Bhorer

) four years ago.
%?: Why only just four years
ago

A: Because, | did not see that
book before that.

Q: Did you know that
Sergeant Samuel Do and Flight
Lt. Rolling of Liberia became
President imposing martial law
and filing a diary with police
station?

A: They were in uniform,
they were not civilians and
did not make any civilian a
president. But, here, the Emwer
was captured through a brutal
killing and Mushtaque was
made the President.

Q: Army requested Justice
Sayem to be the President. Was
he an army officer?

A: He was a civilian and was
nominated to run a caretaker
adlair::utrauun.

: Justice Sayem was simul-
taneously the President and the
CMLA.

A: He became President on
November 5 and was made
CMLA after the so-called sepoy
revolution.

Q: Was there any anti-tank
device with the Infan

A: There were recoilless ri-
fles and rocket launchers with
the Infantry, but those can be
fired from trench and bunkers.
pons are de-
s, but tanks can

those.
A: Yes.

E: Two Field Artillery was
under 46 Brigade on the day of
occurrence,

A: Yes.

: There was no ammunition
in the tank on the day of occur-
rence,

A: We did not know it at first.
At about 11 am we came to
know that there was no ammu-
nition in the tank. But, two ma-
chine guns and a heavy ma-
chine gun fitted with the tanks
were with ammunition.
Q: When did you go to the
Bangabhaban first?
- A:ﬂt:dﬂctnber“ﬁ. 1975 and |
s two o companies
of fff Bengal regiment posted

Q: You went to Ban, bhaban
alone, Were you

A: Yes, alone. 1 was not
afraid two companies
posted there were of my brigade.

Q:mm know that pame
were and injured at
hammadpur by artillery shells

* the

and this incident has not been
incorporated in this case.

A: | don't know.

Q: All the intelligence units
keep track and inform the
higher authorities of the activi-
ties of the armed forces person-
nel inside the cantonment.

A: Yes.

Q: DGFI in writings in-
formed Bangabandhu of its
hunch of a conspiracy.

A: | don't know about that.
But, | am in doubt whether th
informed Bangabandhu of suc
thing.

Q: When did you put three
battalions in combat prepared-
ness?

A: By 6:15 to 6:20 am on Au-
gust 15.

Q: Tofael Ahmed was politi-
cally in charge of Rakkhi
Bahini.

A: | don't know.

Q: Does the infantry march
forward with the coverage of
tank?

A: The !nfantrﬂ protects a

the

land occupied by tank regi-
ment efeating the enemy.
Q: Quoting you, it was writ-

ten in a book titled "Facts and
Documents” that the tank regi-
ment was under the direct su-
pervision of the Army Chief
and you had no connection with
the tank regiment.

A: The armour was under the
CGS (Chief of General Staff) and
the participating Artillery reg-
iment was under me. The boo
quoted an interview of mine
published in a newspaper,
which was misquo ef

Q: The coup in which you
took part was led by CGS Khaled
Mosharraf.

A: Yes.
: The mﬁp was successful
and Khaled Mosharrafl became

the Army Chief and was pro-
moted to the rank of Major
General.

A: Yes.

uQ_I: Martial Law was in force
at that time.

A: Martial Law was promul-

ted much earlier its sta-
us quo was maintained.

Q: Khaled Mosharraf dis-

solved the parliament,

A: Parliament was dissolved
by President Sayem.

@: On which date parliament
was dissolved? .

A: On the evening of Novem-
ber 6, 1975.

E: Did you see any abnor-
ty or anything to doubt on

Rlurwnytnﬂm H with C R
tta on 147

- A: Everything was found

normal. | went to the CMH at

uest of C R Dutta to dis-

Eelleoptt;rm crash i Chittagungm %
n

Hill Tracts.

Q: Where the ammunition of

tanks were kept?

A: At the Central Ordnance
Depot (COD).

%: Who was in charge of COD
at that time?

A: It was under the Chief of
Logistic Brig C R Dutta, but
ammunition was being con-
trolled by General Services
Branch, which was under CGS.

Q: After the incident you
along with Brig C R Dutta, Brig
Khaled Mosharraf and Chief of
Army Staff were at the 46
Brigade.

A. C R Dutta was never there,
but CGS was all along with me.

Q: Who were the officials in
charge of two Indian Army he-
licopters?

: 1 don't know.

Q: Brig Ovan used to impart
training to Rakkhi Bahini stay-
ing in this country.

A: | don't know.

Q: Was C R Dutta the coordi-
nator from Bangladesh side
with the Indian authorities for
the helicopters?

A: I don't know.

Q: You were against those,
who were the supporters of
Mushtaque government.

A: 1 didn't support Mush-
taque government.

Q: Did you encounter any
revolutionary command coun-
cil before the sepoy revolution?

A: No.

Q: During Mushtaque's stay
in Bangabhaban, the military
secretary and the assistant
military secretary were from
the army like in the past.

A: Yes.

Q: The army officers who
were with Bangabandhu con-
tinued to be with President
Mushtaque Ahmed.

A: 1 don't know,

Q: You did not witness the
August 15 incident. Then, how
did you say that firing was one-
sided.

A: | conducted an investiga-
tion and it was revealed that
firing was one-sided.

Q: You have given false wit-
ness against the accused as they
were your opponents during
your service in the army.

A: It is not true.

Q: Were there any tank when
you conducted a coup? '

A: Our coup was against the
tank and artillery regiments
and army and navy were wi
us. ;

0::1 Scitunye;rtﬁ tllllm lncldc:}
you 0 e units ¢
armed Ercel to check a possible
civil war.

A: It is not true.

: There was e between

each other inside the canton-
::Ilinmt before the August 15 inci-
t

A: It is not true. — UNB

Further texts of cross exam-
ination will be p hed as and
when recelved. '

i i

§ OPINION

Of Three-Nation
Communication Links

Abu Imran

Bangladesh, Pakistan and
India meet in Dhaka today.
Economic issues would be dis-
cussed in the The idea
is good. But considering the past
events, one has reasonable
doubts as to the success of the
meet because of some irritants
that still persist amongst these
nations.

For instance Bangladesh-
Pakistan have issues, Pak-
istan-India two arch rivals
have pending issues for long.
And India-Bangladesh are not
issue-free either,

In such back-drop the three
nation meet, at least to me, ap-
pears to be a moot to provide a
venue for the top leaderships to
discuss the issues. The need of
the hour is to remove the irri-
tants first else, the stereotype
conclusion like, "the meeting
was held in free and cordial at-
mosphere and a whole of
issues were discussed”, be
an inevitable foregone conclu-
sion.

However, despite odds, we
have points to be optimistic. As
India and esh have set a
trend to help the common peo-
ple in matters of inter-country

travel by road (bus route —
Dhaﬁa-aalcutta-(l)elhi-ﬁjmcr

Dhaka) at much cheaper rate
which until recently was denied
to them, this measure deserves
cumtlncndatiun h:llespit: some
people, parties have ressed
their reservation to Etﬁa. The
advantage has been freely and
luxuriously enjoyed by the
richer section of the fpeoplc
since they could afford for the
lavish plane fare. The r in
case of need also go but facing
lot of ordeals. Hence this mea-
sure (o of bus route from
Dhaka to Delhi) was a timely
one. This effort can further be
fortified by allowing an inter-
E;l;tfyftmcmhd]numcy which
s far per.

Besides this, as the leaders of
the three countries have the
consideration for improving
the quallg?r of lives of the peo-

le, on this august occasion of
eir may [ s

that
the God given facilities are

[mvpcr exploited to the advan-
e 0 theﬂm %:o le of not
ﬂ'ldy Bangl 5 tan and
ia but of other equally poor

too.
I mean that the earlier
snapped rail, road and sea
routes are opened to the mem-
Draly o s
at su rates or

at normal internal rates.

.This will foster brotherhood
at level and also the
desired tourism in all the coun-

tries of SAARC since then this

won't remain confined to
nearly a millilon but would
ho y touch nearly a billion
mark in a year for all the coun-

tries have unique tourists' facil-
ities beside the need based ur-
gencies. This won't be a small
achievement. Details may be

worked out by the but an
overview of routes if considered
would be like this :

a) Rail : Phaka-Calcutta-
Delhi-Lahore-Karachi-Dhaka.

'b) Road : Dhaka-Calcutta-
Delhi-Lahore-Karachi-Dhaka.

c) Sea : Chittagong-Madras-
Colombo-Bombay-Karachi-
Chitt . [Male can also be
included from Colombo or

Trivandram.
ggﬂie pcn;;lt may have some

reservation particularly about
the availability of passengers
for the passenger ships for
ourney on Chittagong-
achi-Chitti%ung sea route.
Earlier it plied comfortably.
And there is no reason that it
won't now. Rather in the
changed context, the prospect of
fairly large number of passen-
gers is very bright. This is be-
cause earlier only ple from
the then East Pakistan to West
Pakistan (Chittagong-Karachi)
moved. But now the routes
Chittagong-Madras-Columbo-
Male-Bombay-Karachi (with
disembarking facility en route),
multiple number of passe
from at least three to four na-
tions will be available as
tourists which in the earlier
context was very difficult. Peo-
ple are to link SAARC
capitals by air. That being so,
then what is the harm
to link the capital cities by rail,
road and sea for the greater
of the ater number?
s is further possible because
the infrastructures for such
are already there, and
er such thing worked, but
for political reasons these were

e three leaders’ moot

1'II'l“:'r":mrlil:izE thh =
portunity to e pro-
and a decision for its ear-
t implementation taken as a
leap forward towards economic
gain and establishment of the
much desired process op-
erative at the ts level.
Such facilities l\':ﬂpaid divi-
dends in the countries of the
West and even East E
countries. The leadershi
now have time to re-thi
A fpouihlliti::l :
sues/prospects n
taking tic and -
ful ons to make the moot
ASuccess, .




