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More BNP MPs
favour returning

to parliament

By Nazmul Ashraf

The or op tion party
in Jatiya sad, BNP, seems
inching towards a positive step
as r s its participation in
JS session with a larger number
?t' party lawmakers favouring
k.

Out of 13 party legislators,
addressing the on-going meet-
ing of the BNP Parliament
Party (BNPPP) yesterday, 1
spoke for taking part in the JS
isessmn while only one opposed
L, to meeting sources.

The BNPPP m that re-
sumed at 6:50 debated the
issue for about hours.

The discussion ended incon-
clusively at 9:40 and is due to
resume at 6:30 this

The BNPPP meeting, which
began Tuesday evening. heard
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India should do
more to narrow
trade gap: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday praised India
for lowering tariff on some im-

rts from Bangladesh, but
noted that New Delhi has still
more to do to narrow the trade
Ela'l\}'ia against Dhaka, reports

"Your initiative to lower tar-
iff restrictions . . . helped move
our trade relations ahead. Some
more efforts are needed in this
area to properly balance our
trade.” she told Indian Prime
Minister IK Gujral at a banquet

See Page 2 Col 1

New climate of
cooperation has
to emerge: Gujral

Indian Prime Minister [K
Gujral has said that an enlight-
ened political leadership and a
long-term vision are needed for

expansion of trade and com-
merce between Bangladesh and
India, reports UNB.

“The scope for bilateral co-
operation between Bangladesh
and India is immense and en-
compasses the entire range of
human activity ...." he said in
his banquet speech at Bangab-
haban last night.

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina hosted the banquet in
honour of the Indian Prime

See Page 2 Col 3

TOMORROW

Even copsidering the
exceptional performances
of the national team in the
ICC Trophy last year and
heéar-consolatory perfor-
mances in the Indepen-
dence Cup, it is time we
take a categorical and
‘objective view of where
Bangladeshi cricket is
headed, taking into
account our strengths and
weaknesses. Read Star, |
Weekend's cover stany |
this week Cricket in Bang-
ladesh: Caught Behind?

—Inside Today
Article

The three-nation
summit

Towards a New
Beginning
Page 4
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Business

Let politics take a back
seat, let it all be
business, chamber

chiefs say

DSE index edges
higher on lower
volume

Pages 6, 7

Supplement

A two-page supple-
ment on "Three-Nation
Business Summit'

Pages 8 & 9
Sehri, Iftar timings
*thamadan‘ Jan | Sehri| Iftar
15 15 | 5-20 | 5-36
16 16 | 5-21 5-3?J
| 17 17 | 5-21 | 5-37
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First ever 3-nation Business
Summit begins today

By Diplomatic Correspondent

The of the region will be
focused on Dhaka today as
Bangladesh plays host to the
first ever Three-Nation Busi-
ness Summit.

Three prime ministers — In-
dia's IK Gujral, Pakistan's
Nawaz Sharif and Bangladesh's
Sheikh Hasina — meet on a
common turf, accompanied by
delegations of leading busi-
nessmen of the three countries.

The day-long event s at
noon at Sonargaon Hotel. The
inaugural session will be tele-
vi live by Bangladesh Tele-
vision.

The Summit, initiated by

Dhaka, promises to be a turni
int for the three countries o
uth Asia.

Foreign Minister of the host
country Abdus Samad Azad
says that the Summit is ex-
pected to bring about a climate
of change and accelerate the
pace of economic development
and expand trade among the
partlcﬂg&ting countries as well
as in the region.

"I am confident that the

Summit will be turn a new leaf

in the annals of cooperative ef-
forts in the Sub-continent and
also be an epoch-making event
in South Asia,"” he said.

The Summit will essentially
be a plank for businessmen of
the three countries to meet each
other and discuss the problems
anc_irgrnapects of business.

e inaugural session of the
Summit will be addressed by
the three prime ministers.
Leaders of the three business
delegations will also make
statements at the session.

There will be one working
session from 2-30 pm lasting
three hours. The visiting minis-
ters of the three countries will
attend it. Leaders of the busi-
ness delegations will present
papers. Around 120 business-

men from the three countries
are expected to be present on the
occasion,

The business delegations
will present theme papers.
B adesh will present a paper
on 'Infrastructure,’ Pakistan on
‘Trade' and India on 'Energy’.

The ministers will give their
response to these papers and
will also be free to make addi-
tional points they may consider
relevant. There will be discus-
sions, questions and answers
between the government dele-
gations and the business teams.

The investors and busi-

See Page 12 Col 2
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Make parliament effective thru’

participation of all: President

By Staff Correspondent

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed said yesterda
that the Jatiya Sangsad shoul
be made effective through the
I)artir:i ation of all to materia-
ise the expectation of the
people,

"The Jatiya Sangsad is the
foundation of democracy and
the focal point of all national
activities, People have elected
their representatives as mem-
bers of this Sangsad with much
expectations," the President
said while addressing the Sang-
sad's first session of the year
that yesterday morning.

Lawmakers belonging to the
major opposition party BNP
continued to abstain from at-

tending sittings of the parlia-
ment. BNP has been boycotting
parliament proceedings since
Auﬁuat 30 last year. The party
had staged a walk-out protest-
ing. what it said, inadequate
time given to the party MPs to
speak in the house and boy-
cotted two subsequent sessions
to realise its 14-point demand.
“We have re-established
democracy alter a long struggle.
But we could not yet ensure the
fruits for the benefit of the
masses,"” Justice Shahabuddin
said in his nearly 100-minute
deliberation. “"Tolerance,
earnestness, consensus on na-

tional issues, res t for oppo-
See Page 12 Col 6 £x
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President Shahabuddin
Ahmed addressing JS ses-
sion yesterday. —PID photo
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yesterday.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina receiving her Indian counterpart IK Gujral' on his arrival at Zia Iﬁiﬁfﬁati&ﬁ'ﬁ‘]h‘rport

—Star photo

Arms surrender by Shantibahini

NCCHT, PCJSS meet
today to finalise date

By Special Correspondent

The National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts (NCCHT)
and the Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
are meeting today at Khagrach-
hari to finalise details about
surrender of armed cadres of
PCJSS and sort out other issues
on implementation of the CHT
accord initialled early last
month.

2 killed as tribals,
settlers clash 1n

Rangamati

By Special Correspondent

A tribal student leader died
from injuries in clashes involv-
ing police and settlers and a
Bangalee trader was hacked to
death in retaliation in Ranga-
mati Frestcrda}r, reports from
the hill district said.

Rantu Chakma, a leader of
Pahari Chhatra Parishad

See Page 12 Col 4

NCCHT convenor Abul Has-
nat Abdullah, MP, and PCJSS
chief Jyotiprioyo Bodhipriyo
Larma alias Shantu Larma will
lead their respective sides in the
meeting at the Khagrachhari
Circuit House which will also be
attended by civil and military
officials.

PCJSS is to hand over the
list of its cadres, both in mili-
tary and civilian, which will be
scrutinised by the security offi-
cials so that the provisions of
the CHT accord are complied
with. It provides for submission
of the lists within 45 days of
signing of the agreement. The
PCJSS will also submit the list
of its weapons.

The accord was initialled on
December 2, 1997. After hand-
ing over the lists of activists,
the NCCHT and PCJSS will set a
date for formally surrendering
arms, the venue of which is
likely to be the Stadium in Kha-
grachhari.

The authorities have tight-

See Page 12 Col 8

Speaker to facilitate
govt-opposition
dialogue

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad went
into its eighth session yesterda
morning, with the BNP an
Jamaat staying outside the
House.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury offered to facilitate
a dialogue between the Treasury
and Opposition benches to re-
i;c:-l'-.re any parliamentary prob-
em.

The Speaker made the offer
in a brief statement before Pres-
ident Shahabuddin Ahmed de-
livered his inaugural speech in

See Page 12 Col 5

Road barricade
in Khagrachhari
from today

KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 14:
Parbattya Sarbadaliya Oikya
Parishad (PSOP) will enforce a
48-hour road barricade in the
district from tomorrow morn-
ing in protest of government
and Parbattya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity ( SS)
meeting, reports UNB.

The National Committee on

See Page 12 Col 8

i T

IK Gujral talks to-The Daily Star

Let us build SAARC economic
community like the EEC

"The Business Summit is a
major milestone not only be-
cause the prime ministers are
meeting but the business com-
munities are also actively par-

ticipating.

E[‘I'H: gururnil is taking place
in a changed environment. The
political situation is much
more tranquil. Now we all re-
alise the benefits of mutual co-
operation for economic devel-
opment. There is simply no al-
ternative to cooperation be-
cause the cost of non-coopera-
tion has become unbearable."

This was stated by the visit-
ing Indian Prime Minister In-
der Kumar Gujral in an exclu-

By M Anwarul Hug

sive interview with The Daily
Star at his hotel suite last
night.

Gujral said, "We have wasted
50 Cr:ars. History does not look
back and we now without wast-
ing time must move ahead to-

ether. The countries of the
ub-continent are getting to-
gether in the backdrop of the
changed scenario.

"As a market, the Sub-conti-
nent with its huge resources has
one of the world's largest mar-
ket.” Large markets, he said, at-
tract large resources and in-
vestments. Smaller markets
are not so6 promising for the in-
vestors as the larger markets,

“Let us think of building a
SAARC economic community
like the European Economic
Community.” Gujral stated.

"We can think of building
communication grids, trans-
portation grids, and energy
grids to int te and maximise
the benefits of a huge market.”
he added.

On India's relations with
Bangladesh on the economic
plane, Gujral observed, "Trade
imbalance is not a product of
pﬂlig but of economic TEEH;I[

"Unless the economic reality
changes, the trade imbalance
will not change. That is why we

See Page 12 Col 2

India outplay Pakistan

o Fak

' ‘Sachin :’i'mfiulﬁar fcdiam\r- '

ered his pristine touch with the
willow to give India a brawny
eight-wicket win over their
arch-rivals Pakistan in the
first of the three-match finals
of the Coca-Cola Independence
Cup at the Dhaka Stadium yes-
terday.

Tendulkar slammed a
whirlwind 95 off only 78 balls
studded with five sixes and half
a dozen fours as India, chasin
a fighting Pakistan total of 21
for eight in the truncated 46-
over-a-side match, raced on to
score 213 in 37.1 overs for the
loss of two wickets.

The battle of the two old ri-
vals turned into a one-sided af-
fair when Tendulkar and his
left-handed ulpl:ning partner
Saurav Ganguly produced 159
runs in only 25 overs before the
24-year-old right-hander fell
five runs short of what would
have been his 13th one-day cen-

' Sports Reporter

:E‘cndulkar missed the magi-
cal three-figure mark when
Pakistan leg-spinner Shahid
Afridi had him bowled round
his legs. Apart from his blazing
batting display. the Bombay-
born batsman also chipped in
with three vital wickets to be-
come an unanimous choice for
the player-of-the-match award.

With his yesterday's knock,
Tendulkar also became the sec-
ond Indian after his captain
Mohammad Azharuddin, to
score 6000 runs in the abridged
version of the game.

It was, however, for an
umpteenth time overs were
curtailed due to the early momn-
ing fog. Pakistan skipper
Rashid Latif won the toss and
decided to bat first. But Latif's
desire to throw up an imposi
total could not be materialise
as India restricted Pakistan to

See Page 12 Col 1
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Col Jamil said Gen Zia was

behind Aug 15 incident

Col Shafaat Jamil said a few
days after the August 15 killing
that General Ziaur Rahman was
behind the incident, Maj Gen
(retd) KM Shafiullah told the
court yesterday. reports UNB.

General Shafiullah said on
the early morning of August 15,
1975 he called Deputy Chief of

Army Maj Gen Zjaur Rahman

and CGS Brig Khaled Mosharraf
to his house. Zia, clean-shaved
and uniformed, came by an of-
ficial car while unshaved
Khaled, wearing night dress,

reached there driving his per-
sonal car.

He said Gen Zia used to give
shelter to those officers against
whorn he took disciplinary ac-
tions.

Continuing his Tuesday's in-
complete deposition before the
court, the 45th prosecution wit-
ness of the Bangabandhu Mur-
der Case said few days after the
August 15 tragedy 46 Brigade
Commander Col Shafaat Jamil
told him, "Sir, don't trust him.
Your deputy is behind all this.”

The first Chief of
Bangladesh Army said General
Zia took over the charge of the
Chief of Army Staff on his own.
Shafiullah said General Os-
many, the then Defence Advisor
to President Mushtaque, on Au-
Fusl 24 praised him highly for
1is contribution and said that
“the country now r:qulrcu ser-
vice from you abroad.”

He said getting the message,
he met President Mushtaque,
who also spoke like Osmany.
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H.E, Mt. L K. Gujral
Prime Minister of India

H.E. Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

‘We salute the Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan for

their visionary leadership.

Our hearty welcome to the Prime Ministers
of India and Pakistan and Heads of the
Business Delegation and the distinguished
Members of the Business Delegation to the
Three Nation Business Summit

The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)

Federation Bhaban
60, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

Tel : 95605688, 9560589, 9560482, 95561233, 9560590, 9560102-3

Fax : 880-2-863213

H.E. Miah Mohammad Nawaz Sharif
Prime Minister of Pakistan




